Village
hoard
looks at
multiple
development
proposals

By Carny Scorr

Mount Horeb Mail

The regular Vil-
lage board meeting was
called to order by Ryan
Czyzewski, President, on
Wednesday, February 4,
with all board members
present except for Ben
Jones. The two Youth
in Government students
Aaron Fendrick and Jenna
Jones were also present.
The agenda included three
items: JT Klein apartment
developments on Perim-
eter Rd., Encore Homes
cottage homes, and the
first nomination to regis-
ter an historic structure on
East Main for Vestibule
Investments, LLC.

JT Klein Color

Palette Change

At the last Plan Com-
mission meeting, the mem-
bers suggested to JT Klein

continued on page 4

Local kindergarten
teacher Kirk Nichols honored

Kirk Nichols, a Mount Horeb Area School District
kindergarten teacher, was recognized as WEA Mem-
ber Benefits’ Outstanding Educator at the Jan. 23 UW
men’s hockey game. Read more on page 8.

Scandihoovian
Festival offered
an array of fun

Village administrator
expected to leave Mount
Horeh for top position
in Green GCounty

Owen has heenin ﬂlﬂ Vlllil!lﬂ for adecade

By Marr Geigen
Mount Horeb Mail

Longtime Mount Horeb
village administrator Nic
Owen was named last week
as one of five finalists to be-
come the first-ever Green
County Administrator, the
county confirmed on Feb-
ruary 4.

Green County Clerk
Arianna Voegeli said the
county was in the midst of
a comprehensive search for
its top staffer as it works to
restructure its governing ad-
ministration.

“Post COVID, through
strategic planning it became
very clear that we needed
someone to steer the ship,”
Voegeli said.

The initial batch of candi-

Nic Owen

dates was whittled down to
eight, and then to five. The
final five, including Owen,
were disclosed to the pub-
lic.

The county offered Owen
the job a few days later. The
county board was slated to
vote on the hiring at their
meeting on Tuesday night
this week.

Owen served as the vil-

lage administrator in New
Glarus from 2006 until
2015, when he took over as
Mount Horeb’s top staffer.
“Nic is integral to not just
the day-to-day operations of
the Village, but also guid-
ing its long term viability,”
said Mount Horeb village
president Ryan Czyzewski.
“He has been committed to
carrying out the vision of
the community the past 10
years, but | understand why
he would be interested in a
new challenge and unique
opportunity. He has done
great work, and for the Vil-
lage’s sake I hope he contin-
ues to do so here. Whatever
the result, I know the Vil-
lage will continue address-

continued on page 12

0776462450125 " 7

The power of positivity

Optimist Club celebrates 30 years in Mount Horeb

By Mt Geier

Mount Horeb Mail

The letter, sent in the sum-
mer of 1995, is now 30 years
old.

“Dear Ann,” it reads.
“Thank you for taking the
time to talk to me about the

possibility of a[n] Optimist
Club in Mount Horeb. I was
very impressed with your
commitment to the com-
munity, especially the youth
of the community of Mount
Horeb. With the enthusiasm
and energy level that Jim

Goyer described, you seem
to be the perfect Optimist
member. Your description of
a very involved community
also indicated that Mount
Horeb will be a great place
for an Optimist Club.”

The message, authored by

Pat Freer of the UW-White-
water Community Optimist
Club, was to Ann Fenley, of
Mount Horeb. Fenley was
the principal of the Interme-
diate Center school, and she
and a group of allies, most of
whom where teachers there,

wanted to form their own
Optimist Club. Much has
changed in the ensuing three
decades, but the club they
founded is still going strong,
still lending a helping hand
to anyone who needs it, and
continued on page 9
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WWW.BUCKANDHONEYS.COM

LAND & SEA

DINNER SPECIALS

ALONG WITH MANY OF YOUR FAVORITES FROM OUR REGULAR MENU
SEABASS WITH LOBSTER RISOTTO
CHERRY DUCK BREAST  FRIED FIRECRACKER LOBSTER TAIL

WAUNAKEE

1370 WATER WHEEL DR

(608) 999-4560

NMeke yous Reservation today!

MONONA MOUNT HOREB SUN PRAIRIE
800 W BROADWAY 108 SOUTH SECOND ST 804 LIBERTY BLVD
(608) 478-2618 (608) 699-6123 (608) 837-8131
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A one-of-a-kind event

The Scandihoovian Winter Festival took place Friday
through Sunday, offering all kinds of fun for familes.
“This was my first Scandihoovian Winter Festival, and I
had a blast!” said Allison Plumer, President and CEO of
the Mount Horeb Area Chamber of Commerce. “It was
wonderful to see both the community and visitors from
across the state and beyond come together to enjoy the
weekend’s activities. The mix of quirky fun and celebra-
tion of Norwegian heritage really captures the spirit of
Mount Horeb. With great weather and energy through-
out the weekend, I’m excited to continue growing this
event in the years to come.”

Sled Pull Winners: Mary and Joel Reinders.
Scandi Fatty Bike Race Winner: Levi Baldwin Hart.
Spelling Bee Winner: Meredith McGlone.
Turkey Bowling Winner: Eric Masters
(pictured at right with son, Arlo)
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Former coach arrested on tentative charges of stalking and 4th degree sexual assault

Mount Horeb Police Depart-
ment investigators on Monday of
this week arrested a recently fired
Mount Horeb High School running
coach “in regards to communica-
tions and acts committed with a
former athlete.” After the approxi-
mate week-long investigation, he
was taken to the Dane County Jail
and booked on tentative charges
of Stalking § 940.32(1)(a) and
Fourth Degree Sexual Assault §
940.225(3m), said police.

On the same day, superinten-
dent Dr. Steve Salerno issued the
following statement: “As a follow
up to last week’s communication,
I regret having to share this infor-
mation. Mr. David Chancellor was
arrested this morning for two al-
leged crimes: felony stalking and
fourth degree sexual assault. I can
appreciate the serious nature of the

allegations and that the feelings
surrounding this news can be jar-
ring.”

“As noted last week, the Dis-
trict’s benchmark for taking em-
ployment action is vastly different
than the standards established for
the filing of criminal charges,”
Salerno continued. “To that end
(and as has been reported), Mr.
Chancellor was terminated fol-
lowing a meeting [on February 2]
in which he admitted to several
lapses in professional and personal
judgement.”

Salerno added that the school
district has “absolutely no concern
for the actions of our team of as-
sistant coaches and volunteers; to
the contrary, they leave us feeling
inspired for a great season, launch-
ing in just a few short weeks. A
leadership announcement will

soon be made. I have great faith
their skills will help our athletes
blaze their own trail for success.
Activities Manager Chris Carr will
be sure to stay in touch directly
with our athletes.”

“For those having felt a void in
communication, please remember
your desire to know more is not
outweighed by the Constitutional
rights afforded to both Mr. Chan-
cellor and the students/parents who
have come forward throughout
this past week,” Salerno contin-
ued. “While we are entitled to first
amendment free speech rights, this
matter serves as a good reminder
for us all that this ‘inalienable
right’ comes with responsibility.”

“The safety and well-being of
every student are paramount,” he
said. “For many, this may be the
first time an adult for whom we

have cared is alleged to have en-
gaged in hurtful behavior. A sense
of innocence lost and emotional
rawness is understandable. I have
asked Director of Student Ser-
vices, Mr. Brian Johnson, to iden-
tify ways in which you can receive
and give support to others.”

The district provided an exten-
sive list of tips and resources for
families to help deal with the emo-
tional impact of the situation. Ad-
vice included: When children hear
about trusted adults making con-
cerning decisions, it requires care-
ful and thoughtful communication
at home. Per the Child Mind Insti-
tute, they advise families to: Make
your Child Feel Safe; Act Calm;
Maintain Routines as Much as
Possible; Help Children to Have a
Routine; Share Information (truth)
about What Happened; Pick Good

Times to Talk.

“We are beyond blessed to live
in a community that supports its
children,” said Salerno. “One
person’s lapses in judgement are
not indicative of the behaviors of
all employees or students; rather,
how we address such allegations-
collectively in support of each
other-is the true measure of our
community. I remain proud to be
a Viking, and I hope you are too.”

“The Mount Horeb School
District cooperated fully with
this investigation,” said the state-
ment issued by police. “We would
like to thank them for the speedy
reporting and assistance they
provided to us throughout this in-
cident. It shows the dedication that
they have to the safety and security
of the students in the Mount Horeb

School District.”

Obituaries

Joyce
(Behnke)
Wittenwyler

December 6, 1931 —
February 7, 2026

MOUNT HOREB - Joyce
(Behnke) Wittenwyler, age
94, passed away peace-
fully on February 7, 2026.
She was born on Decem-
ber 6, 1931, and grew up in
Brooklyn, Wis. She gradu-
ated from the University of
Wisconsin—Whitewater and
devoted her life to educa-
tion and family. On Decem-
ber 26, 1953, Joyce married
the love of her life, Ken Wit-
tenwyler.

Joyce began her teach-
ing career in Barneveld
and went on to serve as an
elementary school librarian
in Mount Horeb for over
40 years. She touched the
lives of countless children
through her love of learn-
ing and books. Joyce was
deeply proud of her work
and the students she sup-
ported throughout her long
career. She also loved to
express herself through the
art of quilting alongside her
quilting group.

She is survived by her
children, Scott (Beth) Wit-
tenwyler, Kathy (Lou)
Siecinski, Laurie (Tom)
Gallmann; John (deceased)
(Cathy) Wittenwyler; and
her grandchildren, Mat
(April) Wittenwyler, Elisa
(Shane) Trussoni, Jessica
(Mitch) Kroll, Jenny Wit-
tenwyler, Scotty (Danielle)
Wittenwyler, Mike (Erin)
Gallmann, Tricia (Keegan)

Siebel, Amanda (Tyler)
Davies, Samantha (Dan)
Gesner and Matthew Sie-
cinski; her brother, Wally
(Donna) Behnke; her sister-
in-law, Mardelle Behnke;
and her brother and sister-
in-law, Melody and Steve
Bakken. She is also sur-
vived by her greatgrandchil-
dren, Emily, Joey, Carson,
Kylie, Addy, Tyson, Tanner,
Mason, Maci, Jordy, Jett,
Auria, Haden, Emersen,
Arya, Parker, Barrett, Chase,
Zoey, Andrew, Gavin and
many family and friends.

Joyce was preceded
in death by her husband,
Ken Wittenwyler; her
son, John Wittenwyler;
her parents, Burgess and
Lucille Behnke; in-laws,
Walter and Edith Witten-
wyler; her brother, Richard
Behnke; her sister, Joanne
(Larry) Day; and her brother
and sister-in-law, Bruce and
Pauline Wittenwyler.

A funeral service will be
held at MOUNT HOREB
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH, 9542 County
Highway S, Mount Horeb,
at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 17, 2026. Visitation
will be held at the church
from 9 a.m. until the time
of the service on Tuesday.
A luncheon will follow the
service. Joyce will be laid
to rest at Mount Hope Cem-
etery in Brooklyn, Wis.

The family extends heart-
felt thanks to the nurses and
staff at BeeHive Homes
and Agrace HospiceCare
for their compassionate
care and support. In lieu of
flowers, memorials made in
Joyce’s honor will be do-
nated to an organization of
the family’s choice. Online
condolences may be made
at www.gundersonth.com.

Gunderson Camacho
Mount Horeb
Funeral & Cremation Care
500 N. Eighth St.
(608) 437-5077

January 12, 1940 -
January 30, 2026

NEW GLARUS - Ken-
neth R. “Swede” Schulz,
age 86, of New Glarus,
passed away peacefully on
Friday, January 30, 2026.
He was born on January
12, 1940, in Harvard, IlI.,
the son of Fred and Helen
(DeVries) Schulz.

Kenneth grew up on the
family farm near Hebron,
Ill., and graduated from
Alden-Hebron High School
in 1958. He began farming
with his parents in 1959 and
in 1972 he moved his family
to a farm in Kittleson Val-
ley near Mount Horeb. Due
to health reasons, he retired
from farming in 1987 and
began working as a cus-
todian and driving school
bus for the Mount Horeb
schools. He also drove bus
for New Glarus schools for
several years.

On September 22, 1987,
Kenneth married Marcia
Olson. Together they pur-
chased property and built
a home in New Glarus and
enjoyed camping in their
motor home with their RV
Club. Ken also had a good
time restoring his Stude-
baker with his good friend,
Kevin Orloff.

Kenneth is survived by
his loving wife of 38 years,
Marcia; his children, Ken-
dall (Amy) Schulz, Kathy
(Jeff) Hanna and Karol
Schulz; his siblings, John
Schulz, Jim (Carolyn)
Schulz, Russ (Hubertus)
Schulz, and MaryBeth (Bill)
Peden; his grandchildren,
John, Nathan, Jamie, and

Kyle; his great-grandchil-
dren, Kendall and Kay-
dence; his stepchildren, Jon
(Kathleen) Sutter, Carey
(Dan) Krohn, Joe (Lynette)
Sutter, Mark (Sandi) Sut-
ter, and Tina Sutter; his
step grandchildren, Jaim-
ie (Tom) Erickson, Michael
(Sara Jean) Sutter, Hunter
(Rina) Krohn, Jared (Gina)
Sutter, Laura Sutter (fiancé
Justin Murphy), Kory (Dan-
ielle) Hoffmaster, Kasey
Hoffmaster, Ben (Theresa)
Bryan, Chris (Leah) Bryan,
and Lindsey Bryan; and
19 step great-grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Fred
and Helen; his brother, Bill
Schulz; his sisters-in-law,
Karen and Connie Schulz;
his stepchildren, Jeff Sutter,
and Elizabeth and Tim Hoft-
master.

The family of Kenneth
would like to give a special
thanks to Margie and Scott
Kazda, Rhonda and Beanie
Doescher, Dale and Dana
Emmerton, and Kevin, Ja-
mie, Autumn and Anna Or-
loff.

Online condolences may
be made at www.gunder-
sonfh.com.

Gunderson Camacho
Mount Horeb
Funeral & Cremation Care
500 N. Eighth St.
(608) 437-5077

John Evans Moreland, age
87, of Hayward, WI, passed
away peacefully at his home
on Saturday, January 31,
2026.

John was born on May
28, 1938, in Madison, WI,
the son of Ernest and Mary
(Waters) Moreland. In his
youth, his family moved to

Hayward, WI, where both
his parents were originally
from.

John attended Hayward
public schools for all his
education. He was active
in sports, and in high school
was the starting quarterback
for the football team for all
four years. He also played
basketball and baseball.
After graduation, he played
summer baseball for the
Seeley Loggers. He gradu-
ated from Hayward High
School in 1956 as Valedic-
torian.

John attended the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison,
where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in mathemat-
ics education and physical
education.

On December 5, 1959,
John was joined in marriage
to Joyce Aasmundrud in
Dubuque, IA. John joined
the U.S. Army on July 4,
1960, and served at Fort
Huachuca in Arizona for
two years as a Military Po-
lice Officer. He received the
rank of Captain, and after
his honorable discharge
he served in the Army Re-
serves.

John worked as a high
school math teacher and
coach—his two passions—
first in Spencer, WI, and
later in Mt. Horeb, WI. He
also continued his educa-
tion at Carleton College in
Northfield, Minnesota, and
then for three summers at
Stanford University in Palo
Alto, CA, where he received
his master’s in education.

John coached high school
basketball, baseball and
football. Summers, he also
coached Little League and
Babe Ruth baseball in Hay-
ward. He was named con-
ference Coach of the Year
several times. He always
tried to set a good example
for his players through his
conduct and by never smok-
ing or drinking. He was
named “Coach of the Year”
several times. He was also
proud of his work as a union
leader at both the local and
state levels.

Upon retirement, John
and Joyce returned to Hay-

ward and built a log home
on the Namekagon River.
John was an active volunteer
throughout his life. In Hay-
ward, he helped establish a
chapter of Habitat for Hu-
manity and he was active in
Lions Club. After skiing in
15 Birkebeiners, served as
race chief for all Birkie food
stations for many years.

He was an avid sports fan
and followed the Milwaukee
Brewers, Green Bay Packers
and Wisconsin Badgers very
closely. From his youth on
he loved attending sporting
events. He loved his memo-
ries of attending Milwaukee
Braves as a child, and he
was a season ticket holder
for many years for the Brew-
ers and Badgers football and
basketball.

He was a great father to
his two sons and a good ex-
ample to those he taught and
coached. He was a faithful
Christian man, and an active
member of First Lutheran
Church in Hayward.

John is survived by his
wife of 66 years, Joyce;
two sons: Bart Moreland of
Hayward, and Jeff Moreland
of West Allis, WI; and two
grandchildren, Anna and
Eric Moreland.

John was preceded in
death by his parents and his
sister, Diane (Moreland)
Martin of Milwaukee.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating John’s life will be
held at 11:00 a.m. on Fri-
day, February 13, 2026, at
the First Lutheran Church
in Hayward with Pastor Joel
Bacon officiating. The ser-
vice can be viewed online
at https://fichaywardwi.org/
worship/. Visitation will
be held from 9:30 to 11:00
a.m., before the service. In-
terment will be in the Green-
wood Cemetery in Hayward.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be directed to the
Hayward Meals on Wheels
program, Northwood Hu-
mane Society, or First Lu-
theran Church.

Online condolences may
be left for John’s family at
www.bratley-nelsonchapels.
com.
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The Plan Commission met
on Wednesday, January 28
to discuss Brookstone Hills
Pocket Neighborhood, JT
Klein affordable and market
rate multi-family housing
at 101 Perimeter Rd (loca-
tion of Karakahl Country
Inn), and the exterior light-
ing ordinance. Commission
members Sara Best, Andrew
Kidd, Ben Vondra, Desti-

nee Udelhoven, and Peggy
Zalucha were present, with
Ryan Czyzewski and Jill
Remmert-Willis absent.
Commissioner Best chaired
the meeting. Nic Owen, Vil-
lage Administrator, and Ber
Rohr, Village Planner, were
also in attendance.

Public Hearing for

Cottages at

Brookstone Hill

The meeting opened with
a Public Hearing for the

rezoning request for Cot-
tages at Brookstone Hills
development from Ag to R3
(multi-family) to Planned
Development. One audi-
ence member spoke, ask-
ing if there will only be one
exit from the development,
meaning all residents liv-
ing there will go through the
existing neighborhood to
Blue Mounds Street. Once
the Public Hearing meeting
closed, Owen responded

to the question, telling her
that yes, there will only be
one exit at this time. It did
not make sense at this time
to have an exit going west
as the land is located in
the Town of Blue Mounds.
Rohr gave a synopsis of the
development which will
include twenty-one single
family condo units, with
a private drive and open
space in the center of the
homes. Since this develop-

ment approval is under the
existing zoning codes, Rohr
explained the flexibilities,
aka exceptions and waiv-
ers, required to meet the
current code: both the front
and rear setbacks are not
large enough, the sidewalk
is within five feet of the
right-of-way, the number of
units exceed the lot size, the
green space is not for pub-
lic use and, lastly, the open
space is only 40% where it

should be 45% of the im-
pervious surface. However,
should the revised zoning
code be approved for pocket
neighborhoods at the March
4 Village Board meeting, the
only flexibility needed for
the proposed development
is the 2 ft rear yard setback
versus the required 10 ft rear
yard setback. This flexibil-
ity is due to the topography.

Commissioner Udelhoven

continued on page 7

continued from page 1

a lighter color for the siding
of the 40-unit senior afford-
able apartments and larger
eaves for the 49-unit mar-
ket rate apartments. Both
changes were made by the
developer prior to the Vil-
lage Board meeting where
members were to consider
approval of the Specific Im-
plementation Plan (SIP) for
the project at 101 Perimeter
Road. In addition to these
two changes, developer rep-
resentatives stated they also
upgraded the lighting struc-
tures to meet the revised
lighting standards in the yet
to be approved zoning code
rewrite. All changes were
quickly approved by board
members, with a unanimous
vote, thanking JT Klein for
the upgrades.

Brookstone Hills Pocket
Neighborhood

The first item for con-
sideration was the General
Development Plan (GDP)
rezone from Ag to R-3
Multi-family to Planned
Development (PD). The
twenty-one single-family
homes by Encore Homes
will have a condo asso-
ciation, a one-way circular
drive, with green space in the
center of the development.
The only flexibility required
after the zoning code rewrite
for pocket neighborhoods is
approved will be the rear-
yard setback. It requires 10
ft and Brookstone Hills will
only have a 2 ft setback due
to topography, including a
water basin.

Trustee Marc Schellpfef-
fer said, “this is a great ex-
ample of a unique way to
create more housing typol-
ogy in the Village”.

Trustee Jason Fendrick
summarized his thoughts
by agreeing with the cottage
concept because it is open
to all ages, allows for home
ownership, and provides
yard and snow services that
many people do not like to
be responsible for.

The second item for con-
sideration was the Certi-
fied Survey Map (CSM) to
convert the previously ap-
proved Out lot to a Standard
lot. The board members
unanimously approved both
items.

The SIP will be presented

later, giving exterior details
as well as the pros/cons of
including a one-way private
drive.

Dr. Evans,
Horeb Pioneer

Barb and Mark John-
son, Vestibule Investments,
LLC principles, purchased
108 and 110 E. Main Street
buildings years ago which
housed Moonhill Mercantile
for twelve years and is now
Telsaan Tea. The Johnson’s
are the first to apply for the
Nomination for the Register
of Historic Places for Struc-
tures, a new program avail-
able through the Historic
Preservation Commission.
Both buildings were up-
graded in 2020, keeping as
much of the exterior as au-
thentic as possible, having
new, but stemming from the
past, wood windows and the
historic palette, yet assur-
ing the structures were safe
for tenants and customers.
Behind the building is an
old creamery building, built
in the 1920s, which has not
been restored. The meeting
packet for the Board meet-
ing, as well as the Trollway
TV broadcast, includes
many pictures throughout
the years as well as a nar-
rative history of the prop-
erties for readers interested
in learning more about the
buildings as well as Dr.
Evans. Johnson repeatedly
thanked the Historium staff
and others for helping him
wade through all the infor-
mation on the buildings as
well as on the Evans fam-
ily. Johnson’s enthusiastic
synopsis of times past for
the buildings held the com-
plete attention of the board
members.

Johnson said, “Dr. Evans
was essential to putting
Mount Horeb on the map.
He had a vision for Mount
Horeb. He was born in
Springdale Township, went
to medical school and re-
turned to Mount Horeb. He
was on the village board,
the village president, be-
came a state legislator, and
was president of the Mount
Horeb bank”.

The building was built
in 1885 to be a drug store,
with a surgical center in the
back. He and his wife lived
above the store. The build-
ing remained a drug store
for almost one hundred
years, selling it to others,

a Mount

until it moved in 1962 to
what is now Mount Horeb
Pharmacy. The creamery
was bult to set their son up
in business. Dr. Evans also
built what is now the Ed-
ward Jones office as well
as what is now the Duluth
Trading retail store.

Both the Johnsons’ and
the Driftless Historium staff
hope other building owners
of historic properties apply
for the Nomination for Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Johnson said, “we hope
we are setting the tone for
other business owners, and
they would come to the table
and want to do the same
with their building”.

Village board members
unanimously approved of
the Nomination for Register
of Historic Places for Struc-
tures, Sites or Entities for
108 and 110 E. Main Street.

Committee Meeting re-
ports

After agenda items for
discussion/consideration are
completed, board members
report on worth mentioning
discussions of their respec-
tive committee meetings
held before a board meet-
ing. Not all committees meet
monthly. Nic Owen, Village
Administrator, and Alyssa
Gaftney, Village Clerk, also
may report on village activi-
ties.

Jason Fendrick, Finance
& Personnel member, re-
ported on the presentation
given by Robert W. Baird
& Co. associates of a 2026
Financial Management Plan
given earlier in the evening.
Financial data was provided
by our Finance personnel.
The Plan included a com-
plete snapshot of all revenue
sources as well as expendi-
tures for 2025, suggesting
particular focus should be
made on increasing rev-
enues or decreasing expen-
ditures to reach the Village
intention of having twenty-
five percent of needed op-
eration expenses available
in the General Fund. It is not
at this level now so further
discussions by the Commit-
tee will be held to determine
possible solutions to reach
the goal.

Parks and Rec Chair Fen-
drick reported on beginning
discussions for park sponsor-
ships, specifically the Luk-
ken Park, using a template
provided by Owen. Before

reaching out to community
residents and corporations
for donation considerations
for all facets of the park,
the Committee will work to
formalize the process. Jeff
Gorman, Public Services
Director, reported there is
interest from the Wisconsin
Army National Guard that
they could be interested in
providing grading for the
park land in 2027. Although
nothing is firm, if this comes
to fruition, it will be a great
service to the Village as well
as provide Guard members
with an opportunity either
to learn or enhance their re-
quired grading experience.

Both Trustee Nate Gauger
and Owen reported on the
last Public Safety meeting,
telling of Chief Vierck’s
report (available on the Vil-
lage website (https://www.
mounthorebwi.info) on the
effect of new developments
on traffic, call volume, and
speed. The conclusion of
the report is that the recent
developments have had little
effect on public safety. The
Committee will continue to
monitor results as new de-
velopments materialize.

Trustee Tim White, Sus-
tainability and Natural Re-
sources chair, reported the
committee reviewed the
zoning code rewrite land-
scape plan for the Plan
Commission, received ap-
proval of Mount Horeb
qualifying as a Bird City,
reviewed Bike City require-
ments and will continue to
watch progress on it, and
included the Energy Audit
in tonight’s package and
will suggest all department
heads review it for their
respective departments to
consider making improve-
ments in energy usage. The
Committee is continuing its
studies on village waste and
a compost station as well as
a community Styrofoam re-
cycling program.

Utility Commission mem-
ber Fendrick reported they
discussed a Rural Economic
Development Loan and
Grant program from Meat-
smith Coop, a local group,
who will do meat process-
ing from already harvested
animals in the Artemis Pro-
visions buildings on East
Main Street. The potential
grant is available through
the Rural program due to the
increased utility usage for

its operation. Heidi Hoff, a
Director of Meatsmith Coop
(www.meatsmithcoop.com),
made the presentation to the
Commission. The group has
some financing in place so
ownership will not be fully
leveraged for its operation.
Consideration of the appli-
cation will be discussed at
the February 10 meeting.

Czyzewski reported he
will be contacting current
committee members whose
terms are up about extend-
ing their volunteer time as
well as having Nomination
forms published on both the
Village website and social
media for those interested
in joining a committee.
Committee assignments are
usually made prior to the
approval of such at the May
Village Board meeting.

Czyzewski also reminded
everyone that the current
parking lot on First/Front
streets will be closed by
owner Steve Brown Apart-
ments beginning March 1 as
construction begins for the
Front Street Station apart-
ment building. He thanked
board members for their
service, recognizing there
are times difficult decisions
that need to be made and
it is best when they are ad-
dressed head-on rather than
delaying them for a long pe-
riod of time.

Owen reported he met
with the Chamber to discuss
alternative parking areas for
art fair vendors, festival at-
tendees, etc. with the loss of
the parking lot. He believes
they came up with some vi-
able solutions. In addition,
the Chamber will review
and make updated online
parking maps available for
tourists.

Owen met with staff
from the UniverCity Alli-
ance (UCA). It is a 3-year
partnership program that
connects local governments
with university resources
to address sustainability,
community-identified chal-
lenges, and development
goals. The faculty expertise,
coupled with student course-
work provides actionable
recommendations for com-
munities. Although there
is a cost associated with it,
Owen said it is an available
avenue to have students help
with various projects the
Village is working on now
and in the future.

Lastly, he reported the
Lukken property RFP for
the housing section of the
acreage is due February
16", That will not change;
however, the Village ran
into some hurdles with the
Dane County Community
Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program. This is
a program that administers
funds from the US Govern-
ment HUD program. When
the CDBG program was
presented to the Village
Board some time ago by a
County representative, it
was described as a program
to financially assist devel-
opers with affordable hous-
ing costs. The Village was
asked to allow five acres
of the seventy-four build-
able acreage to be allotted to
the program, for no cost to
the Village. The Board ap-
proved the request. The de-
veloper would need to make
certain the allotted land met
its environmental standards,
etc. When checking with
the County to find out if
the CDBG was approved,
answers were not avail-
able due to the government
shut down. In checking
again, Owen learned there
are new standards, which
now require all acreage to
meet the standards. This
caveat was not included in
the RFP because it was not
known. Owen said if this
new requirement stands, it
will increase the cost of de-
velopment by a minimum
of one third, which is not
the direction the Village
wants it to go. He will meet
with Kristen Fish-Peterson,
the Economic Develop-
ment Consultant, and Dane
County staff next week to
discuss how to manage the
situation.

Alyssa Gaffney, Village
Clerk, reported in-person
absentee primary voting
started on February 3, with
only six votes cast thus
far. It will continue daily
through Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, 2pm. As required,
public testing of our voting
equipment will take place
on Friday, February 13", at
4:30pm on the second-floor
conference room for the
April 7 Spring election.
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Board of Education

By Avnsiey Hoescher

cellor. Zwettler criticized superin-

Mount Horeb Mail

The MHASD Board of Educa-
tion heard a comment on the firing
of Coach Chancellor and a report
on employee engagement. They
also tabled two policy revisions.

Recent MHASD alum Jack
Zwettler spoke in support of Chan-

tendent Dr. Steve Salerno for his
handling of the allegations against
Chancellor after the district chose
to release his name to the public
prior to the conclusion of a police
investigation into the matter.

“This is the most irresponsible
thing I think you’ve ever done,”
Zwettler said to Salerno.

Employee

Zwettler also pointed out that
Chancellor has family in the dis-
trict who may be impacted by the
public allegations.

engagement report

The board discussed a report
on how the district has involved
or showed appreciation for staff
through events and call-outs.

vote.

Gleanings

Some events include trainings,
parties, community events and
communication opportunities.

Tabled: two

policy updates

Two action items will be brought
back to next meeting for a possible

The first policy revision simpli-
fies how the district handles com-

municable diseases by following
local and CDC guidelines.

The second relates to guidelines
for military recruitment in the
district. It allows recruiters to re-
quest access to common areas of
the high school and career related

events. The permissions are in line

with state and federal law.

By Bars Jonnson
Mount Horeb Mail

140 Years Ago-

Feb. 17, 1886

Albert W. Sorenson con-
templates embarking in the
merchant business in his
store building at Bluff Sta-
tion.

Whilst passing through
the street of Blue Mounds,
one day recently, we noticed
a sensible change, viz., a
grog shop building turned
into a tobacco stripping
house.

H. W. Mahoney has pur-
chased the new barn recently
erected by Thos. Syverud,
moved it to the street west
of its former location and
forming it into a blacksmith
shop.

Tally on me for Mt.
Horeb, by the way a couple
of our boys drifted on to a
turkey shoot at Pine Bluff
last Saturday. Woe! to the
poor turkey and its owner,
the owner lost the turkey
and its precious life. This is
not the only cause for our
joy, but that a goodly portion
of one of the turkeys fell to
our lot is what made us so
much interested.

130 Years Ago-

Feb. 13, 1896

The upsetting of a lamp
at the Mt. Horeb House one
evening last week, came
near being the cause of a
disaster that is too horrid to
think about.

Knut Gesme called at our
office on our last publication
day and looked very well for
a man that has been laid up
for as long a time as five
months or over.

Our friend Albert Barton
has accepted the editorship
of the Cardinal, published at
the State University, thus we
observe the course, which a
talented character is tak-
ing. Journalizing onward
towards successful journal-
ism.

A young lady wishes to
know if you can tell any-
thing about a gentleman by
the color of his eyes. We
should not like to risk any
positive reply, but will say
that something can be de-
termined by the color of his
nose.

Syver Belgum is running

his saw mill full blast and
turning out some fine rail-
road ties. Bat Murphy is
superentending the saw and
Jas. Allen is engineer.

120 Years Ago-

Feb. 15, 1906

The mail route No. 1 will
in all probability be ex-
tended so as to give about
ten farmers between the
Black Earth road and Henry
Thompson’s benefit of the
service, most of which here-
tofore have been left out.

Mrs. Ben Erbe passed
away at her home in this vil-
lage Wednesday evening of
last week after a long and
lingering sickness from con-
sumption covering eleven
months, and although her
death did not come unex-
pectedly it caused deep sor-
row in the hearts of many.

A handkerchief and apron
bazaar at this place today.
Under the auspices of the
St. Ignatius congregation at
this place.

110 Years Ago-

Feb. 18, 1916

Erick Engen moved his
belongings to the Loftgor-
den farm Wednesday, which
he traded his Springdale
farm for.

Mrs. Charley Thorson
died suddenly at her home
at this place Friday evening
Feb. 11 at about 10 o’clock
as she was about to retire for
the night, her brother Enert
Enertson who was mak-
ing his home with his sister
this winter had gone to his
room upstairs and hearing
her moaning, hurried down
to her assistance. She was
then seated on the bed and
seemed faint, the doctor was
hastily called but before he
arrived life was extinct.

Martin Skogen had a close
one Tuesday while assisting
in operating a circular saw
at the G. Hustad farm, com-
ing in contact with a key in
the shaft of the saw, which
stripped the clothing from
his body. That he escaped
death is a miracle, although
he was severely bruised.

Martin Lee, Black Earth,
met with death Thursday
of last week while hauling
wood.

Justus Heuser was a pleas-

ant caller at our sanctum on
Wednesday, and was look-
ing well and was cheerful.

100 Years Ago-

Feb. 9, 1926

Mt. Horeb Times

With his upper jaw
and nose crushed and his
skull fractured by fall-
ing tree limb, William R.
Eichelkraut, 34, walked half
a mile from the scene of the
accident to his home where
he died two hours later. The
accident occurred while
he and a helper was fell-
ing a tree. The tree in fall-
ing caught another tree and
in dislodging it Eickelkraut
was struck in the face by a
limb.

You might as well try to
stop the Atlantic tides as at-
tempt to stop laughing when
you see “Charlie’s Aunt” at
the Parkway Theatre, Mt.
Horeb, on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday of this week.
Our advise to you is have
your sides reinforced before
you go to see the funniest
picture in the world. Funny?
Why that word is as weak as
prohibition beer when you
use it to try to describe this
picture.

The Paul Welchs are mov-
ing into the Mrs. Emma
Finks cottage on 4th street
which they have purchased.
Electric lights are being in-
stalled this week.

100 Years Ago-

Feb. 12,1926

We have the Mount Horeb
Opera House for sale. It pays
a good dividend on price
asked and the income can

be raised if the tenants don’t
kick. See about it. Brown &
Weltzin.

Robert LaFollette, our
baby senator, celebrated his
31% birthday Saturday, Feb.
6, and he spent the evening
quietly at home with his
mother in Springdale, an act
which shows the good prin-
ciples of the boy more than
any orator can tell it.

Mrs. K. B. Skult was quite
badly burned about one of
her hands when a plate of
lard and turpentine caught
fire.

Wm. T. Howery, Blue
Mounds was a pleasant
caller at our office yesterday.
He came to Mount Horeb to
see if he could buy some
coke as coal is not to be had.

Knut K. Kjorlie,
Barneveld, passed away
Thursday, Feb. 4, at the ad-
vanced age of 77 years.

90 Years Ago-

Feb. 13, 1936

The second traffic-halting
blizzard in two weeks closed
roads on Saturday and held
rail and highway traffic at
a stand-still. It wasn’t until
Tuesday that the main high-
way and railway service
was resumed. Many county
roads and side roads are still
blocked and many farmers
are unable to get to town
for supplies. Local coal
yards were running low on
Wednesday, with cars of
coal on track en route here
for the past two or there
weeks. Never in the history
of this newspaper’s 35 years
have we been called on to
publish so many notices of
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postponed events.

Our highly respected citi-
zen, James Gesme, funeral
director here the past 47
years, died on Sunday, Feb.
9, after a long illness at the
age of 79 years.

Our milkmen have
worked like soldiers to de-
liver milk everyday follow-
ing the blizzard. That’s some
record when Beloit could
only deliver five percent of
their milk to customers.

60 years Ago-

Feb. 10, 1966

A chivari was given by
neighbors and friends for
newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs.
William J. Steinhauer, rural
Mount Horeb, Friday eve-
ning.

Mount Horeb’s 1966
Betty Crocker of Tomorrow
is Marjorie Scheele. She
scored highest in a written
knowledge and attitude ex-
amination.

Mrs. Anna Bang sustained
a broken right arm when she
fell on Tuesday of last week
on King St., Madison.

Mark Tvedt, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Howard Tvedt, is
the first at the Mount Horeb
Grade School to fill the 25-
cent album exchangeable for
a Series E. Bond.

40 Years Ago-

Feb. 13, 1986

As carly as July 1987,
Dane County residents may
be able to call a central
emergency dispatch number
(911).

A fire on Friday, which

took the life of Myrtle Nace,
79, may have burned for as
long as 30 minutes before
firefighters were called out.

A daughter, Amanda
Marie, was born to Gary
and Jane Topper, Mount
Horeb, on Thursday, Feb.
6, at Methodist Hospital,
Madison.

The recent ice storm and
continuing bad weather has
already wiped out the vil-
lage snow removal budget
for 1986, according to vil-
lage administrator Mike
Buksich, who said “I would
venture to say it will cost at
least $12,000 for the two-
day storm Feb. 4 and 5.

20 Years Ago-

Feb. 16, 2006

The access point on High-
way 18-151 at County E/
North Road will be removed
this summer. The Jan. 31
accident that killed Anna
Schenker of Janesville was
the latest in a long list of
accidents at the potentially
confusing intersection.

Becky Olson is the new
Executive Director of the
Upper Sugar River Water-
shed Association. She was
selected to fill the position
when Frank Fetter stepped
down after three years at the
helm.

The Mount Horeb Mail
recently won a first place
award for Best Niche pub-
lication category for their
2005 Tour of Homes sup-
plement from the Wisconsin
Newspapers Association.

Consider this alternative...

Single Premium Deferred Annuity
No Stock Market Risk

4.00% guaranteed for 1 year
4.25% guaranteed for 2 years
5.00% guaranteed for 3 years
5.25% guaranteed for 5 years
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Monthly interest income or tax deferred option

The Investment Center
at

Farmers Savings Bank
305 Doty St., Mineral Point, WI 53565
608-987-5020 or 608-987-5024
Underwritten by ELCO Mutual Life & Annuity. Rates subject o change.

Not a deposit. Not FDICinsured. Not insured by any federal government
agency. Not guaranteed by the institution. May go down in value.
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MOUNT HOREB VETERANS
CONTRIBUTED $1,000 TO HEAT FOR
HEROES AT VORTEX ON JANUARY 30

HEAT FOR HEROES IS A CHARITABLE INITIATIVE THAT WAS CREATED TO GIVE EXTRA ASSISTANCE
TO THE GROWING POPULATION OF WISCONSIN VETERANS IN NEED.

Pictured left to right: Bjorn Skindrud, relative of several Mt. Horeb veterans, Kamryn Huseth, VFW member,
Marny Skindrud, VFW Commander, Noel Ayala, Veterans service advocate Heat for Heroes, Jerry Hook, past Com-
mander of Mt. Horeb American Legion and VFW member, Mike Jennings, American Legion Member, and Marcie
Schmidt, Special Events Coordinator, Energy Service Inc.

MOUNT HOREB AREA SCHOOL
DISTRICT RECOGNIZES BUS
DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK

AT

The Mount Horeb Area School District is proud to recognize Wisconsin School Bus Driver Appreciation Week,
taking place February 9-13, 2026. This annual observance honors the dedicated school bus drivers and transporta-
tion professionals who play a critical role in keeping students safe each day.

“Our transportation team upholds the highest standards of safety, care, and reliability as they ensure students ar-
rive at school and return home ready to learn. Across Wisconsin, school bus drivers transport hundreds of thousands
of students daily—and here in Mount Horeb, the District transportation team’s commitment makes a meaningful
difference for students and families,” said a statement issued by the district. “The Mount Horeb Area School District
extends its sincere thanks to our entire transportation team for their professionalism, dedication, and daily service.
If you see a bus driver, join the District in expressing gratitude for all bus drivers do to support our schools and
community.” Pictured above is driver Bev Flint.

ISAAC GUNBY
WINS AMERICAN
LEGION’S
ORATORICAL
CONTEST

the Constitution of the United States of Amarica: k8
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petuate a one hundred percent 7
pries and incidents of our as¢
jdividual obligation to the com
putocracy of both the classes 2
‘make right the master of mighy
omole peac and qood will on e
Jo posterity the principles of ';us\i!
Jiy our comradeship by our devoty

Isaac Gunby won the Frank E. Malone Post 113,
Mount Horeb American Legion, High School Oratori-
cal Contest Sunday February 1. The American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program — A Con-
stitutional Speech Contest has been held at Posts, Coun-
ties, Districts, and Departments across the United States
since 1938.

The contest encourages high school students to study
the U. S. Constitution and hone their speaking skills. The
contestants give an eight to ten-minute speech on the U.S.
Constitution as a prepared oration. For the second part
of the contest, one of the four assigned topics (amend-
ments, or articles of the Constitution) is drawn and the
contestants have to speak for three to five minutes.

The volunteers were critical to making this contest
possible. Marlene Tilsner, Jim Mavis, and JoAnn Prehn
were the judges, Dave York was the Timekeeper, Scott
Klassy was the Sergeant at Arms, and Jerry Hook was
the Chairman and Emcee for the Contest.

Isaac will compete at the Dane County Oratorical
Contest Saturday, February 7.

Pictured above are Isaac Gunby and Jerry Hook.
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On Friday February 6,

a state circuit court judge
dismissed a habeas corpus
petition filed by activists
seeking to end health stud-
ies and animal research
at Ridglan Farms in Blue
Mounds.

The beagle breeder and
research facility, which has
been the target of activists
from around the country for
years now, issued a state-
ment praising the decision.

“Ridglan Farms applauds
this ruling, reaffirming once
again in a court of law that
habeas corpus petitions
only apply to people, not
animals,” said the com-
pany. “However, as we’ve
stated previously, this issue
is much larger than Ridglan
Farms. If the request for a
writ of habeas corpus had
been allowed to move for-
ward - granting farm and
lab animals the same legal

standing as humans to chal-
lenge their confinement - it
would have likely posed im-
mense financial and legal
challenges for countless
farms, universities, research
labs and other organizations
and businesses across our
state that house and care for
animals on a daily basis.”
“While we agree with the
court’s decision, we also
recognize that some indi-
viduals opposed to health
research in animals remain
unwilling to accept the re-
sult of the recent settlement
between Ridglan Farms and
the state of Wisconsin,”
they continued. “That settle-
ment concluded an exhaus-
tive, several months long
investigation of our facility
and resolved all previous
legal issues and animal care
concerns. It also preserved
Ridglan Farms’ ability to
continue important research

that primarily benefits our
pet animals through new
and improved vaccines and
treatments that help extend
and save animal lives.”
“Finally, we hope state
and federal authorities will
work to address what will
likely be our next major
challenge, the threatened
mass theft of animals from
Ridglan Farms being orga-
nized by a California activ-
ist convicted of similar acts
in the past,” Ridglan Farms
continued. “Like the habeas
corpus petition, this act does
not pertain solely to our
small, long-standing local
business. These potential
thefts also pose major risks
to Wisconsin universities,
farms and businesses, be-
cause this is not a simple
one-time event. Animal ac-
tivists with extremist beliefs
have publicly proposed a
series of actions involving

trespassing and theft in order
to achieve their goals. We
encourage law enforcement
to take steps to proactively
prevent these dangerous
actions that if carried out,
will endanger Wisconsin
residents, law enforcement,
animals and activists alike.”
On the other side, at-
torneys from the Nonhu-
man Rights Project and the
Animal Activist Legal De-
fense Project “strongly de-
nounced” the dismissal and
“vowed to appeal the deci-
sion immediately.”
“Ridglan’s breeding facil-
ity currently holds approxi-
mately 2,000 beagle dogs
and puppies,” they said in
their own statement. “The
lawsuit asked the court to
recognize the dogs’ right
to habeas corpus to protect
them from unlawful cruelty
and order that they be pro-
tected and potentially re-

leased.”

“Nothing protects the
thousands of dogs at Ridglan
Farms’ breeding operation
between now and when it
relinquishes its license this
summer,” said Professor
Justin Marceau, the direc-
tor of the Animal Activist
Legal Defense Project at the
University of Denver Sturm
College of Law. “Under the
agreement with the special
prosecutor, Ridglan is free
to sell, kill, or house the
remaining dogs in abhor-
rent conditions until then.
This violates the dogs’ right
to be free from cruelty, and
habeas corpus is the remedy.
We will immediately file
an appeal to protect these
dogs.”

“The time for justice for
the dogs is now, not 50 years
from now,” said Christopher
Berry, Executive Director of
the Nonhuman Rights Proj-

Last fall, Ridglan Farms
reached an agreement with
a special prosecutor to agree
to surrender its license to
breed and sell dogs by July
1, 2026.

Ridglan Farms said that if
approved, the petition would
have granted animals the
same legal standing as hu-
mans, establishing a major
legal precedent that would
likely jeopardize numerous
common activities that in-
volve animals. “These activ-
ities include dairy farming
and other forms of animal
agriculture, biomedical re-
search, hunting and fishing,”
they said.

Established in 1966,
Ridglan Farms is regularly
inspected by the United
States Department of Agri-
culture and is accredited by
AAALAC International.

Half Hour History Lecture, ‘Beneath Our Feet: The Past and Present of Gave of the Mounds’

Join the Driftless His-
torium, 100 S 2nd Street,
Mount Horeb, for the next
installment of Half-Hour
History, “Beneath Our Feet:
The Past and Present of Cave
of the Mounds” presented by

Cave of the Mounds Assis-
tant General Manager Tate
Phillip on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 18, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.
Referred to as the Jewel Box
of America’s Caves, this
Blue Mounds destination

contains the oldest dated

cave formations in the Mid-
west. Phillip will present the
rich, local history of Cave of
the Mounds, from its acci-
dental discovery in 1939 to
its development into one of

Cave of the Mounds As-
sistant General Manager
Tate Phillip will speak
about the cave on Wednes-
day, February 18.

Wisconsin’s most treasured
natural landmarks.

Tate Phillip is the on-
site “keeper of the story”

and staff member at Cave
of the Mounds. After years
of researching at the Drift-
less Historium and inter-
viewing past tour guides,
previous managers, and im-
portant people in the history
of Cave of the Mounds, she
has become one of the site’s
dedicated resources, com-
mitted to preserving and
sharing the remarkable story
of Cave of the Mounds.

The Mount Horeb Area
Historical Society’s Half-
Hour History program is
a once-a-month midday
speaker series featuring
engaging presentations on
local and regional his-
tory. Generously supported
through a grant from the
Mount Horeb Community
Foundation, these FREE
programs are open to all and

take place at the Driftless
Historium at 1:00 p.m. on
the third Wednesday of each
month.

The Mount Horeb Area
Historical Society oper-
ates the Driftless Historium
and was founded in 1975 to
collect, preserve, and share
the stories of southwestern
Dane County.

For more information
call 608-437-6486 or email
moverland@mthorebhis-
tory.org.

Up next: “The 49" Wis-
consin Infantry in 1865~
presented by History Edu-
cator John Helmenstine
with period rifle demonstra-
tion by Civil War Historian
Paul Zehren on March 18.
Visit www.mthorebhistory.
org/events to see the full
schedule.

continued from page 4

suggested there be less units,
freeing up more space to
eliminate any needed flex-
ibility. She questioned Chad
Wuebben, Encore Homes
owner/developer, on the
value of each lot and how
that would affect the devel-
opment by removing some
of the units. Wuebben said
each lot is valued at approx-
imately $40,000 and each
unit elimination would have
an approximate increase
cost to homebuyers of $10
- $15,000. He said he is try-
ing to create a development
affordable to buyers and any
increase in price can have an
effect of lending possibili-
ties to them. Commissioner
Zalucha said another effect
of unit reduction is the cost
of the monthly homeowner
association dues as yard
and other maintenance costs
would be spread among
less home owners. Com-

missioners Vondra and Za-
lucha motioned to approve
consideration of the General
Development Plan. Motion
carried 4-1, with Udelhoven
voting nay.

The Certified Survey Map
was unanimously approved,
changing a previously ap-
proved Outlot to a Standard
Lot.

A brief concept discussion
was held about home eleva-
tions, models, colors, etc.
will be presented later for
the Specific Implementation
Plan (SIP). Wuebben as-
sured the PC the homes will
have various facades, eleva-
tions, colors at the yet to be
scheduled SIP meeting.

Karakahl Country

Inn redevelopment

Representatives from JT
Klein presented the exte-
rior plans for both the Se-
nior Affordable and Market
Rate Multi-Family housing
developments. There will
be 41 and 49 units, respec-
tively. Drawings showed the

colors and building materi-
als for each building, with
slight color differences be-
tween them to represent a
differentiation. The primary
materials will be masonry
cast stone, pewter, a lighter
gray, midnight black as an
accent for the windows,
and black roofing. They are
hoping to begin construction
this summer with demolition
to begin once WEDA fund-
ing is formally approved for
the Senior Affordable Hous-
ing unit. It, the funding, con-
tinues to move positively
through the various required
processes.

Each building will in-
clude EV charging stations
as well as bike racks. A
shared space between the
two buildings will include
a grilling area and patio.
The dry retention pond will
be behind the Senior hous-
ing building. JT Klein rep-
resentatives met with the
library staff as both groups
were hoping a connection

between the two sites could
be made for easy access to
one another, but the height
differential would make it
impossible to create an ADA
compliant walkway. Udel-
hoven, wearing her Director
of the Driftless Historium
hat, thanked the representa-
tives for allowing she and
her staff to walk around the
inside of the Karakahl to
take pictures, grab an old
door and other memorabilia
to have for their archives for
the once popular and much
loved (in its day) Karakahl.
Asked about names of the
buildings, JT Klein reps said
the Senior Housing unit will
be called Oak Ridge Mount
Horeb, which is a brand
name given to its other Se-
nior Housing developments
within Dane County. The
name for the market rate
unit has not yet been deter-
mined. All commissioners
voted in favor of approving
the SIP for recommendation
to the Village Board.

Dark Sky ordinance

upgrade

The Sustainability and
Natural Resources (SNR)
Committee recommended
to the PC the current ex-
terior lighting ordinance
provisions in the zoning
code rewrite be reviewed
further based on feedback
from Scott Lind as well as
purchasing the Illuminators
Engineering Society Stan-
dards book. Lind was in
attendance the PC meeting,
telling commissioners and
Rohr, the changes made to
the initial draft of the dark
sky standards were vastly
improved — not as strict as
he would like, but far better.
The intent of the changes to
both commercial and resi-
dential standards is to reduce
dark sky lighting as well as
be affordable for both to uti-
lize. The draft with updated
changes was discussed and
approved as written and will
be incorporated into the final
draft for the Public Hearing

presentation on February 25.

2025 Building

Permit recap

Ryan Lindsey, owner
of 3C Inspect and our new
building inspector, submit-
ted a report to the PC with
a synopsis of all permits is-
sued in 2025. This was ap-
preciated by the PC. He also
now provides updates on the
progress of existing permit-
ting jobs, which they find
helpful. Here is the list of
permits issued last year:

Total of 334 Permits

23 New Single-Family
Residential & 1 Two-Family
Residential (Duplex)

3  New Commercial
(Beehive Assisted Living,
Surplus  Suds, Springdale
Apartments)

301  General Permits
(commercial & residential)

5 Zoning (sidewalk café
permits)

1 Demo (animal hospital)
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Kirk Nichols, a Mount
Horeb Area School District
kindergarten teacher, was
recognized as WEA Mem-
ber Benefits’ Outstand-
ing Educator at the Jan. 23
UW men’s hockey game.
The Outstanding Educa-
tor Award was established
in 2021 and honors public
school educators and sup-
port staff who go above and
beyond in their roles. WEA
Member Benefits awards
10 individuals each season,
with award recipients being
recognized at a University
of Wisconsin athletic event
either in the fall or winter, in
partnership with Wisconsin
Athletics.

“The Outstanding Edu-
cator program is our way
of honoring public school
employees who go above
and beyond to support their

On Saturday, February 28,
over 450 student musicians
from grades 6-12 will par-
ticipate in the District Solo
& Ensemble Festival at Mt.
Horeb High School. The fes-
tival is the culminating event
for this period of year, and
most students choose to per-
form their finished product
at the festival. The event is
sponsored by the Wisconsin
School Music Association
(WSMA), which promotes
school music statewide.

Students can participate
in various configurations for

students and strengthen
their communities,” said
Dave Kijek, President and
CEO of WEA Member Ben-
efits. “Kirk creates class-
rooms that are welcoming,
safe, and full of fun, spaces
where students feel valued,
confident, and supported as
they learn. By building trust,
encouraging risk-taking, and
celebrating both effort and
growth, he helps students
leave his classroom feeling
proud of who they are and
what they can accomplish.”

“We are thrilled that Kirk
has been recognized as an
Outstanding Educator,” said
Dr. Steve Salerno, Mount
Horeb Area School District
Superintendent. “His lead-
ership within the classroom
and his commitment to our
students are invaluable.
Kirk’s profound ability to

their performances; they can
choose to play in everything
from solos to duets and trios
to larger ensembles. Many
students participate in more
than one event; it is not un-
common for high school stu-
dents to participate in four
or more events.

Students perform their
pieces for an adjudicator
provided by WSMA; these
adjudicators are experienced
musicians, many of them
current and retired music
educators. After students
perform, they work with the

connect with and engage
his students reflects the very
best of the Mount Horeb
Area School District.”

Nichols said he has been
fortunate to have inspir-
ing teachers throughout his
own school career, but one
stands out among the rest:
his kindergarten teacher,
Mrs. Landig. Her kind, pa-
tient, and caring personality
inspired him to become the
teacher he is today.

The 2025-2026 school
year marks Kirk’s 18th year
in education and his 16th
year teaching kindergarten.
Kirk strives to make his
classroom a welcoming,
safe, and structured space
where kindness, care, and
trust are at the center. He
builds connections with his
students by truly listening
to them and taking time to

learn about their lives.

“Kindergarteners are
wonderfully honest—they’ll
even tell you if you’re hav-
ing a bad hair day! Their
honesty keeps me on my
toes every day, and I love
that about them.”

No two days in Kirk’s
classroom are ever the
same. The energy, honesty,
and spontaneity of his stu-
dents make every day full of
surprises, joy, and learning
opportunities. Always look-
ing to grow, he continues to
refine his teaching, whether
mastering a new curriculum,
adopting new classroom
management strategies, or
experimenting with new en-
gagement techniques.

What motivates Kirk
most are the “lightbulb mo-
ments,” when a student sud-
denly understands a concept

and everything clicks. See-
ing that joy never gets old.
He takes great pride in the
lasting impact he has on stu-
dents, especially when for-
mer students tell him he was
their favorite teacher, which
is a constant reminder of
why he loves what he does.
For Kirk, student success
goes beyond academics. It’s
when a student feels proud
of what they’ve accom-
plished, through both chal-
lenges and achievements.
He hopes every student
leaves his classroom con-
fident, compassionate, and
courageous and equipped
not just with knowledge, but
with kindness and resilience
that will last a lifetime.
When asked about re-
ceiving the Outstanding
Educator Award, Kirk says.
“Teaching is something I

pour my heart into every
day, so knowing my work
has made an impact was
truly humbling. My first
thought was of my students,
their growth, their chal-
lenges, and the joy they
bring into the classroom.
This recognition felt less
like an award for me and
more like a celebration of
what we’ve accomplished
together.”

Outside the classroom,
Kirk enjoys spending time
at his cabin with his hus-
band, Ben, attending Broad-
way shows, and cherishing
moments with family and
friends. Kirk and Ben are
also obsessed with their
mini Bernedoodle, Stanley,
whom they proudly call
their “best boy.”

adjudicator on a few items
and receive written feedback
after the festival. Students
also receive a rating based
on their performance; un-
like a competition festival,
they receive ratings based
on their performance against
a set of standards.

For students, the Solo &
Ensemble unit is a chance to
learn a lot about music, but it
is also a favorite for students
as they have a lot of freedom
to choose what they want to
perform and who they want
to work with, for example,

students have the opportu-
nity to try out new styles,
sing in new languages, or
work with a group of friends
on a saxophone choir.

For teachers, the Solo &
Ensemble unit is the only
time of year where students
perform more as individual
musicians rather than the
typical large ensemble set-
tings. Band teacher Kellen
Dorner sees this as the time
of year when students expe-
rience the most growth be-
cause each student must be
self-reliant and individually

accountable.

“You can’t look at your
neighbor and match what
they’re doing, since you are
the only person playing that
specific part in your trio.
That kind of independence
improves our entire pro-
gram, and gives students the
skills needed to succeed in
really amazing large group
performances,” says Dorner.

The festival is also popu-
lar with the families and
friends of the performers, as
it is an excellent opportunity
to see individuals perform

up close.

This annual event is spon-
sored by the Wisconsin
School Music Association
(WSMA), a leader in pro-
viding programs and ser-
vices that challenge youth to
achieve excellence through
music. Founded in 1932,
WSMA is a non-profit,
statewide association serv-
ing more than 3,500 music
teachers and school admin-
istrators in the education of
over 100,000 students annu-
ally.

The Mt. Horeb High
School Tuesday Jazz En-
semble will attend the Sun
Prairie Jazz Festival on Sat-
urday, February 21, 2026.
The festival is a satellite
event for the Essentially
Ellington Competition and
Festival, a program run
by Jazz at Lincoln Center
dedicated to preserving and
promoting jazz music at the

Retail =

student level.

The Tuesday Jazz En-
semble will perform for a
panel of internationally rec-
ognized jazz musicians and
guest artists, who will then
give feedback and work with
the students on their pieces.
From there, students listen
to other bands perform and
hear those same clinicians
work with other bands.

OliGes

Commercial = Residential = Agricultural
Suburban = Equestrian

In the late morning, stu-
dents can attend a jam ses-
sion with students from
other schools. In the after-
noon, students will attend
jazz improvisation work-
shops taught by clinicians,
followed by masterclasses
designed to help each stu-
dent learn more about how
jazz works on their particu-
lar instrument.

M‘r" N = PR S,

WICKBUILDINGS.cOM 855-438-9425

The final event of the day
is the evening concert, with
each student group pairing
with a clinician during their
performance. Mt. Horeb
students will perform one
of their pieces with a mas-
ter adjudicator for the Jazz
at Lincoln Center programs.

The evening concert ends
with a jam session between
all the guest artists and cli-
nicians, followed by a big
band blowout with all the
clinicians battling each other
in a blues showcase backed
by the acclaimed Sun Prairie
High School jazz band.

While the festival is local,
the reach of the Essentially
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Ellington program makes
this particular festival a
gathering place for some of
the best bands in the Mid-
west; bands travel from all
corners of Wisconsin to par-
ticipate, with some bands
traveling from as far away
as Indiana for the event.

Mount Horeb music
teacher Kellen Dorner, who
directs the MHHS Tuesday
Jazz Ensemble, said the an-
nual event is a tremendous
opportunity for his students
to work with exceptional
musicians and hear fantastic
music.

“Our students have the
chance to work with some
of the best jazz musicians
in the world; they play regu-
larly at New York’s best
clubs, and professors from

CQPLIEN

PAINTING INC
Puefessienal Painting Contracter

Exterior e Interior
Residential ® Farms
Commercial ® Churches
Safe... Caring... Dependable...
608-328-4714

N2577 Coplien Road,
Monroe, Wisconsin

www.CoplienPainting.com
markcoplien@coplienpainting.com

places like the Juilliard
School of Music will work
with our musicians. It’s a
very unique opportunity.”
The evening concert is
available to the public. The
concert takes place on Sat-
urday, February 21, at 7 p.m.
at the Sun Prairie West Per-
forming Arts Center. Tickets
are available at the door.
The mission of Jazz at
Lincoln Center is to enter-
tain, enrich, and expand a
global community for jazz
through performance, edu-
cation, and advocacy. We
believe jazz is a metaphor
for Democracy. Because
jazz is improvisational, it
celebrates personal freedom
and encourages individual
expression. Because jazz
is swinging, it dedicates
that freedom to finding
and maintaining common
ground with others. Because
jazz is rooted in the blues, it
inspires us to face adversity
with persistent optimism.

ADS WANTED

We are looking for highly motivated
business owners looking to advertize
job openings in this newspaper.

Inquire at our office: 608-767-3655
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OPTIMISTS

continued from page 1

still doing everything they
can to help the next genera-
tion grow and thrive in an
ever-changing world.

2026 is an age when
being optimistic is far from
fashionable. Nihilism and
despair are the phycologi-
cal fashion of the day, and
those who speak of hope and
beauty in the world are often
dismissed as quixotic fools.

But fashion trends come
and go, yet the Optimist
Club has stood the test of
time.

Its members often point
to their creed when asked
to explain the group’s phi-
losophy. It states:

Promise Yourself

To be so strong that noth-
ing can disturb your peace
of mind.

To talk health, happiness
and prosperity to every per-
son you meet.

To make all your friends
feel that there is something
in them.

To look at the sunny side
of everything and make your
optimism come true.

To think only of the best,
to work only for the best,
and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic
about the success of others
as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of
the past and press on to the
greater achievements of the
future.

To wear a cheerful coun-
tenance at all times and give
every living creature you
meet a smile.

To give so much time to
the improvement of your-
self that you have no time to
criticize others.

To be too large for worry,
too noble for anger, too
strong for fear, and too
happy to permit the presence
of trouble.

Cynthia Jefko, along with
her husband, Charlie, was
one of the club’s founding
members. They had moved
to Mount Horeb from Illi-
nois in April of 1995, falling
in love with the community
after they saw a young child
climb off of their bike and
replace a flag that had fallen
to the ground.

“I got all choked up, and
I remember, I said to Char-
lie, ’We need to live in this
town,”” she said.

At the time, she had
never heard of the Optimist
Club, but that was about to
change. Jefko, like many
of her coworkers at the
Intermediate Center, was
soon approached by Fenley
about founding a club. The
Middleton Optimist Club
had agreed to be their spon-
sor, and they simply needed
enough members. Jefko
ended up being the found-
ing vice president. She had
no concept how much the
club would do in the coming
years.

Above, Cynthia Jefko, Ann Finley and Dianna Fehlen.

“Good grief,” she said. “I
never looked ahead 30 years.
I just knew it was good from
the start.”

They met on a regular
basis, holding events and
fundraisers and finding a va-
riety of ways to help people.
They offered scholarships to
students. They helped with
parks and festivals and an
assortment of things to make
Mount Horeb stronger. They
helped with the Giving Tree,
they made sure the food
pantry had fully stocked
shelves. Their key to success
was in the very name of the
group: they were optimists.

“I don’t think there’s a
grouch in the group,” said
Jefko.

“We can’t give up that
hope,” she added. “That’s it.
You have to be positive. If
you give in to the negative,
it won’t be good.”

The group faced its obsta-

ley needed members for the
group, so she was working
on the staff quite hard,”
Johnson recalled with a
chuckle. “I didn’t really
know anything about it, but
Ann was a good leader and I
trusted her.”

“The idea has always been
to just help people out,” said
Johnson. “Especially kids.
It’s been a good thing to be
part of.”

Ellen Walton is cur-
rently in her third term as
the Mount Horeb Optimist
Club’s president. She’s been
a member for 17 years, ever
since Charlie Jeftko walked
up to her and proclaimed:
“I think you would make a
fantastic Optimist.”

“I’ve always been pas-

sionate about children,”
Walton recalled. “T knew the
Optimist Club’s focal point
was young in the commu-
nity, and that sealed the deal
for me.”

She went to some meet-
ings and found them short,
sweet, and effective.

“I always left those meet-
ings with the impression that
I had so much fun and they
got so much done,” she said.
“We stick to an agenda, but
a lot of laughs in between. If
you are going to contribute
to the community, this was
the way to do it.”

She also found the orga-
nization to be particularly
welcoming.

“As a newbie, I did a
lot of listening, but when I

MISSION MEATBALL DINNER
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 * 11:30AM

talked, I felt validated, like
they were really listening,”
she said.

Whether it was host-
ing Santa outdoors during
COVID or organizing the
“Kiddie Corner” at Norsk’s
July 3 Independence Day
celebration, members have
always been quick to step
up.

“We have some really
great members who are not
afraid to say, yeah, I can
help, I can do that,” Walton
said. “You never hear crick-
ets. We always have people
who are willing to help.”

And while cynicism

seems pervasive in pop cul-
ture at the moment, local
Optimists feel their particu-
lar world view has more al-
lure, and more power, than
the alternative.

“I think people crave that.
I don’t think people seek out
the cynicism; I think it finds
them because as soon as you
turn on the TV there is bad
news,” said Walton. “But if
you surround yourself with
the right people, there is Op-
timism. Kids are the future,
and Optimists do so much
with kids, they tend to feel
the future is bright.”

JOLLIE JUNK

REMOVAL

* No job too big or small

* Fully insured

* Free estimates

* Female-owned
business

Call 608- 206 3509
or 608-206-2834

\%PRING SPRING VALLEY
TREE CARE, LLC

Contact Nate at

608-412-0950

SERVING MT. HOREB & SURROUNDING AREAS

Accounting Firm & Business Advisor

E David Hennick CPA

¢ Norwegian Meatballs
¢ Potatoes ® Gravy

® Beans ® Lefse
® Dessert

cles. The COVID pandemic
was one of the toughest.
But local Optimists kept it
going, even bolstering their
ranks with younger mem-
bers in recent years.

“Even with all the doom
and gloom in the world, it’s
important to have hope in
your heart,” said Mara John-
son, another of the club’s
charter members.

“I was my first year teach-

COME ALL!!

One seating for
100 Diners

NS

%’zl;mﬂf &Z%@’z@/z
CHURCH

Reservation in Advance Only
Contact Peter Antonie

608-767-2641

FREE-WILL DONATION
All proceeds go to
Vermont Ministry

Tax Preparation

Tax Planning
IRS Problem Resolution
Small Business Accounting
Incorporation Services
Payroll Services
QuickBooks Services

David has more than 15 years experience as a
trusted financial professional. Free consultation.

232 Chads Crossing * Verona * 608-216-4142
david@davidhennickcpa.com

ing at the IC, and Ann Fin-

CALLING ALL
STUDENT WRITERS!

Share Your Voice. Share Your Story.

The Optimist Club of Mount Horeb invites school-aged students
under age 19 to participate in the Optimist International
Oratorical Contest for the 2025-2026 school year.

This Year’s Topic:
“The Moment | Realized | Belonged— My Definition of Community”

Competition Date:
March 14, 2026 | 10 am

D Application Deadline:
March 1, 2026

For more information:
L Visit the Optimist Club of Mount Horeb on Facebook

| & Or email Katie Landmark at katielandmark@gmail.com

TIME ‘IS RUNNING OUT!

OAKS AND ELMS MUST BE PRUNED
BEFORE zqPRIL TO AVOID INFECTION.

) Call now for a free
evaluation by our Certified
\Arborlst and get onto our
“tree pruning schedule.

1/

//
TIM ANEREWS

HORTICULT.URIST LLC
[ ] [

R TAHort.com
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Where can you find books, cards
and chocolates, all in one place?

___ Where can you get diamond
earrings starting at $24.99?

o Where can you get sea bass
i with lobster risotto for your

Valentine’s dinner?

__ Who has an event featuring
Marisa Balistreri and Stefan
Hall?

] ___ Where can you go to fall in love

L with local meat?

Where can you go to relax, glow

and renew with a facial?

__ Who thinks you will love their
food and service?

__ Who has ice cream, lattes, boba

: tea, shaved ice and much more
o for your Valentine needs?

"% __ Where can you go to find a
Valentine floral bar?

Mail form to: Mount Horeb Mail, c/o
Finger Publishing, Name:

Valentine Questions

You could be a winner of one of our three $30 gift certificates. Gift Certificates are
redeemable at the participating merchants. Carefully read each ad and put the correct
number next to the question. All correct entries will be entered into the drawing. Entries
must be received by 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 18. Winners will be announced in
the February 25 issue of the Buyer’s Guide and the February 27 issue of the Mount

Horeb Mail.

The Mount Horeb Mail is not responsible for lost or late entries. Limit two entries

per household.

Who does pruning and
removal and loves trees?

Who has been showing the
community love since 19027

Who is your local full-service

grocery store?

Who is a complete auto parts

— supplier?

Who is having their annual

sale from now until March 1st?

Who is hoping that you will fall
in love with their service and is
accepting new clients?

Which business offers family

medicine and urgent care in
Mt. Horeb?

Where can you bid, buy and sell
online?
Where can you find flowers,
gifts, candy and more for your E
Valentine? L
Who loves their readers and
offers a discount when you
subscribe?
Who has a special featuring
pizza and wine? L
Who is requesting reservations
for their Valentine’s dinner?
What business thinks hearing is  §
sweet?

___ Where can you enter into a -
drawing for a free goody bag? ;

LIMIT TWO

P.0. Box 286, Black Earth, Wi 53515
Address:

Or Drop form in our dropbox
outside of our building:

ENTRIES PER

HOUSEHOLD

1126 Mills Street, Black Earth.
LA TP e

M @
Upland Hills' pount Horeb
FAMILY
MEDICINE

608-437-8033

Monday - Friday
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

1809 SPRINGDALE STREET - MOUNT HOREB
P - T

URGENT CARE

608-437-9003
Monday - Friday 3 p.m.-9 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m.-4 p.m. [l

WISCONSIN==
2>y SURPLUS &3

ONLINE AUCTION®® /

SPECIALS
1-800-383-SOLD °bid@wisconsinsurplus.con;lé ':;:"':,'I‘ WE think you ] LOVE '
www.WisconsinSurplus.com il our FOOD & our SERVICE! |

2600 STH 78 S. * MT. HOREB, WI 53572 608-437-2001

D\

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

_ DAILY
BAR & GRILL

103 Co Rd. ID . Barneveld . 608-924-1121

& 2 E Jo
, i -k - it
i % Jr i {Er b E
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HEARING IS SWEET! VALENTINE EVENTS!
@ WE /»/5'T0 HELP FEB 14 & 15: o
pE[]p[,E HEAR BETTER! ALL DAY PIZZA SPECIAL O \ P flowers, gﬁ:
B0 > Seeing New Patients 2 pizzas, 1 bottle ?f sglect X, Firefly Cvents C e DNore!
‘_ :.' P wine and dessert for $45 cremenione Wld% .
g » Most Insurances v\ (NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED) @ @ @ Fireﬂy Events, \/ v l J o
Accepled . Decor & Flowers alentines ours:
gy > Happy to Service Your papgER HEARING i%?] E-:- .PROM (all day) 109 8th Street Moupt Horeb Mondaga-mv_\gﬁinesday
racypenmis oo OUMENt Hearing Aids  Sering Mt Horeb 3 DJ MUSIC 6 PM -10 PM BAVI.NIEY}/:]R?& %.NQPN (60§Z§7ldf;§Tf) Thursday - Friday
JE— R - - 9am-9pm
128 . 1st Street - Mount Horeb — N8523 Kiitztke Rd. - New Glarus « 608-496-1966 @ o) (5 . Saturday
608-285-2772 www.baileysrunvineyard.com < \CALL DIRECTLY TODAY! 9am-6pm

4
A OF THE MO Fall In Love With Local Meat!
e e CAVE AFTER DARK + Beef
u@ February 14th - 7pm to 9 M - Chic
€oruar - 7pm O ¥pm o j
S S L o, D, S T ST B |  Cocecs
‘ ll nkthe Ve TUsIC. DrINKS. onacks. FARM FRESH MEATS, LLC « Bulk Boef
Featuring: Blue Mounds, WI . Gift Boxes
DINNER SPECIALS ROGKSE = oo 2 wime
ALONG WITH MANY OF YOUR FAVORITES FROM OUR REGULAR MENU tetan Ha ON-FARM STORE & MEAT MARKET * Beef Bundles
LAND & SEA SEABASS WITH LOBSTER RISOTTO Bring in this newspaper ad for a free gift with event ticket purchase. Meat Vending Machine - Open 24/7 * Retail Meat Cuts
CHERRY DUCK BREAST www.caveofthemounds.com/events Open Wednesdays 2-6, Saturdays 8-Noon ORDER ONLINE
FRIED FIRECRACKER LOBSTER TAIL Blue Mounds, WI 53517  (608) 437-3038 9 2790 Cave of the Mounds Rd., Blue Mounds ~ Dreamy280.com

FALL IN LOVE WITH YOUR SKIN

THIS VALENTINE'S DAY @

VALENTINE EVENTS ! WEILOVESTREES?

FEB 14: VALENTINE’S DINNER

3:00PM - 8:00PM Q &’ our Winter Rates! This Valentine’s Day, treat the
e mations Requested Free Estimates, Fully Insured. one who's always there for you
our SKin . .
PRUNING - REMOVAL - WINTER/STORM DAMAGE Relax, lowJ; nd renew with a facial Gift
: ADULT PROM (all day) CLEARING OF WOODED BRUSH ARERS . & < Certicates
DJ MUSIC WHISKEY Because self-love is the best love. U Available

CERTIFIED ARBORIST |\
77 ON STAFH! ( <
LawnCarePlus. ns 445-060
Tree & Landscape Services

6:00PM-10:00PM RUN— FRESH 6088433788
216 W. Main St., Mount Horeb

R EIONs www.FreshComplexions.com

VALENTINE’S DAY @
IS COMING SOON! 8 e}w
we ¢ .ove our Readers! -* & ¥5. JEWELRY

Subscribe L LG 203 E. Main St

\ to hear more from us by calling: 1;1&1\1:;)&%}1:31;1;1\1;;93 Mt Horeb

I
- = 608'767'3655 608-437-8155 | BergeyJewelry.com

N8523 Klitztke Rd. - New Glarus - 608-496-1966
www.whiskeyrun.com f @ @

(Napn) AUTO PARTS

U -
Locay owned  AND FIREARMS

b 50645 4555 9%

Complete Auto Parts Supplier!

o

Books,“Cards &

BECAUSE EVERY

Chocolates — VALENTINE NEEDS
All the Love, All in @ [CE CREAM @ SANDWICHES
One Place

W:-COEEEE ¥ BOBA TEA

Your FULL SERVICE Grocery Store |

HOURS: W IFATRIES ¥ SHAVE ICE
4 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Wednesday - Friday: ¥ SMOOTHIES @ BAKERY
11 a.m. — 6p.m.
M| cards, and of course Saturday - Sunday: ¥ WAFFLES ¥ & MORE

|
books! B i Specialty Meats, Cheese, Produce, Deli & Bakery.
101 N Main St Verona * 608-845-2500 B+ '-'_ We do special orders because our customers are special!

Ty Ly

Showing the

S FALL IN LOVE WITH OUR SERVICE!
) ., ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS!

February 12-14 9am to 5 pm * Community LOVE
- Valentine Floral Bar - Candles -
* Fresh Cut Flowers - Houseplants (£) since 1902!
* Blooming Plants « Spring Sneak Peek
« Gift Certificates

i\ Visit us at booth 814 at the

PBS Garden & Green Living Expo Feb. 13-15
8 ad a: S 10849 Village Circle, Blue Mounds (’ L
&Y. Garden & Greenhouse v y

608-437-4769 - jadasgarden.com

fc

www.mhtc.net
608-437-5551

A VERY GEM K9

A @ LIKE & SHARE’

Providing Scandinavian R/ h R through February 14th and get
Gifts, Trolls and - NE&§ 3 entered into a drawing to receive

More fo Your AR X 5@ o FREE GOODY BAG when you
Family Since 1966 Al S A 4 like our page and share the post!

vagaro.com/revelationsbarbershop =2

209 E. Main St., Suite B, Mount Horeb * 608-437-3333
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Hannah Gervasi, youth apprentice at Mound City (left) and Mason Schauf, Youth Apprentice at The Electrician

(right).

In recognition of Febru-
ary’s Career and Technical
Education(CTE) Month, the
Mount Horeb Area School
District is highlighting its
Youth Apprenticeship (YA)
program, a key CTE pro-
gram that connects class-
room learning to real-world
careers. This year, 42 Mount
Horeb High School stu-
dents are enrolled in Youth
Apprenticeships, earning
paid work experience, high
school credit, and career-
ready skills.

Youth Apprenticeship is
a state-certified CTE pro-
gram that combines career-
focused coursework with
mentored, on-the-job train-
ing. Students participating
in YA are required to be
enrolled in a related CTE
course, ensuring classroom
instruction directly supports
workplace learning and skill
development.

Mount Horeb High
School’s extensive Career
and Technical Education
department plays a critical

role in making Youth Ap-
prenticeship accessible to
students in the Mount Horeb
community. With a wide
range of career-related CTE
courses offered in-house,
students are able to meet
YA program requirements
while aligning coursework
directly to their apprentice-
ship experience. Keeping
required coursework within
the building also reinforces
equity and access, ensuring
all students can participate
without relying on outside

programs.

“Career and Technical
Education is about rel-
evance, skill development,
and preparation for life after
high school,” said Craig
Smith, School to Career Co-
ordinator. “Youth Appren-
ticeship brings CTE courses
to life by showing students
how their learning directly
connects to their future ca-
reers.”

Students are currently
participating in Youth Ap-
prenticeships across CTE-

aligned career clusters, such
as construction (all trades),
engineering, hospitality, fi-
nance/accounting, health
science, auto mechanics,
biotechnology, manufactur-
ing, agriculture, and animal
science, with other path-
ways still available. Stu-
dents work in partnership
with local and regional em-
ployers who serve as men-
tors and training providers.

“Youth Apprenticeship
gave me real experience in-
stead of just guessing what a
career might be like. Work-
ing while taking related ac-
counting classes helped me
figure out what I enjoy and
what I’'m good at,” shared
senior Julia Zimmer, Youth
Apprentice in Finance at
Farmer Savings Bank.

In addition to technical
training, YA opportunities,
and the experiential learn-
ing in CTE help students
build essential employabil-
ity skills such as commu-
nication, teamwork, time
management, and problem-
solving—skills emphasized
across all CTE programs
and highly valued by em-
ployers.

Participation in Youth Ap-
prenticeship also has a mea-
surable economic impact on
the local community. With

42 students working a mini-
mum of 450 hours per year
at an average of $15 per
hour, Mount Horeb youth
apprentices collectively earn
approximately $283,500 an-
nually. As high school stu-
dents, an estimated 70-80
percent of those wages are
spent locally on transporta-
tion, food, retail, and ser-
vices, returning roughly
$200,000 or more directly
back into the Mount Horeb
community each year.

The Youth Apprentice-
ship program is coordinated
in partnership with the Wis-
consin Department of Work-
force Development and
aligns with Mount Horeb’s
Academic and Career Plan-
ning (ACP) efforts, helping
students make informed de-
cisions about their education
and career pathways.

As Mount Horeb cele-
brates Career and Technical
Education Month, the Youth
Apprenticeship program
stands as a strong example
of how CTE prepares stu-
dents not just for a job, but
for a future—through rel-
evant coursework, hands-on
experience, and meaningful
community partnerships.

continued from page 1

ing its challenges based on
the foundation Nic and our
staff have built.”

Speaking to the Mail
before the final selection,
Owen said the decision to
apply in Green Country “is
not one I made without a
great deal of thought.”

{APPY HOUR
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SENIOR COMMUNITY

GREAT LIVING for 55+
Professionally managed by Attic Angel

841 N. Main Street *Verona,WI
Studios * IBR * 2 BR

Includes ALL utilities, daily breakfast buffet,
housekeeping, common spaces and more!

Your hometown lifestyle awaits!
Call for a tour: 608.653.1801

OakmontSeniorCommunity.com

“It has nothing to do with
my satisfaction with my po-
sition here in Mount Horeb,”
said Owen. “I still love
working here and I would
be happy to continue work-
ing with the Village Board,
staff, residents and business
owners on achieving the vi-
sion we have built for Mount
Horeb over my 10 years as
administrator.”

“The goal of someday be-

ont

coming the Green County
Administrator is a career as-
piration that developed prior
to that position even exist-
ing,” Owen said. “While
serving as Administrator
in New Glarus I was hav-
ing a discussion with a re-
tired Green County official
about my career path and he
brought up the idea of the
creation of an Administra-
tor position after the County
Clerk at that time retired and
he thought my skills and de-
meanor would be a good
fit.”

“I was not looking for new
opportunities when the posi-
tion came open, but I knew

I had to take the chance to
submit my application and
I’m grateful I have made
it to this point in the inter-
view process,” he continued.
“Whichever way the process
goes, | will continue to give
my full effort to Mount
Horeb and continue to move
us forward to achieving the
goals and priorities set by
the Village Board for as long
as I’m here.”

With a population of
37,000, Green County is
renowned for its bucolic
splendor, its world-class
farms and cheese, and its
rural charm, and is dwarfed
by its larger neighbors,

particularly Dane County,
which has a population of
well over half a million
people.

Voegeli said the new ad-
ministrator, whoever it is,
will face unique challenges
and opportunities when it
comes to budgeting and
more.

Owen was born and raised
in nearby New Glarus.While
he was in college at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Ste-
vens Point studying Natural
Resource Management, he
says it became clear that it
was not the career path for
him.

“An advisor suggested

Recreation Notes

that I look into public ad-
ministration,” he said. “One
of my first professors in that
course work really inspired
my passion in this area, so I
continued down that career
path.”

Owen has a Bachelor of
Science in Public Adminis-
tration, as well as a Master’s
in Public Administration
from the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee.

The five finalists were:

Bob Seitz
Dan Williams
Travis Parish

Nic Owen

Cynthia Haggard

Looking for a fun and cre-
ative after school activity?
Join After School Art Class,
where young artists ages
5-12 will experiment with
a variety of materials and
techniques, including water-
color painting, oil pastels,
ink and chalk, and vibrant
marker art to create unique
projects to take home. Art
Class runs every Mon-
day from 3:45 to 4:45 pm,
March 2nd through March
23rd. $70 for residents and
$80 for non-residents. The
registration deadline is 2/23.

BINGO! Join us for FREE
Family Bingo Night on Feb-
ruary 20th at 6pm. Enjoy 8
exciting rounds of bingo,
with AWESOME prizes
for every winner. Bring the
whole family for a night of
fun! Participation is free;

however, registration is re-
quired. Sign up by 2/16!

Does your child enjoy
robotics? Build a robot to
solve a maze, play soccer,
and participate in a dance
party in MacQueen Robot-
ics! This robotics class for
3rd through 8th graders,
challenges young engineers
to build, code, test, and
modify a robot to complete
multiple tasks and chal-
lenges. Starting 2/23, this
course runs Mondays, from
6 to 7 pm, through 4/6. The
fee is $115 for residents
and $125 for non-residents.
Deadline: 2/16.

Join Wednesday evening
Fit for Life! This 45-min-
ute low-impact fitness
class combines cardio and
strength-training fitness with

a focus on balance, stability,
and flexibility. Participants
will engage in both standing
and seated exercises, with
optional chair support. The
class is designed for a mod-
erate, beginner-to-interme-
diate workout level, and all
exercises can be modified.
Class runs every Wednes-
day, 4:15 to 5 pm, March
4th through May 20™ in the
Senior Center. The cost is
$60 for residents and $70
for non-residents. Register
by February 25th.

HOW TO REGISTER:
There are multiple ways to
register for programs and
activities.

Online (go to https://anc.
apm.activecommunities.
com/mhrd)

In-person at 105 N. Grove

Street

Place completed regis-
tration form (found on Rec
Dept website) and payment
in 24-hour drop box

Email completed regis-
tration form (found on Rec
Dept website) and payment
to mhrec@mounthorebwi.
info

UPCOMING

REGISTRATION

DEADLINES:

2/16: Family Bingo

2/16: Macqueen Robotics

2/23: After School Art
Class

2/24: Fit for Life Spring
Session

2/26: Video Game Design
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Local progressive group gathers for protest against ‘fascism

On Friday, February 6, more than 50 area resi-
dents assembled to call attention to what they say
are signs of fascism in America. The event was
organized by Southwest Wisconsin Area Progres-
sives (SWWAP). SWWAP is a local Mt. Horeb area
democracy-in-action group advocating progressive
government policies that work for a sustainable
future. The group says it is committed to educat- [
ing the public, as well as itself, regarding current |
events. SWWAP believes that such an ongoing edu-
cation is necessary to participate in a democracy.
The group holds education forums, encourages
campaign volunteer opportunities for progres-
sive candidates, and works with other progressive

groups in southern Wisconsin.
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Letters to the Editor

Allegations against
fired coach are
‘mere gossip’
until the facts
are known

Thank you for the great in depth informa-
tion concerning issues one might have about
the positions of MH village board candi-
dates. Your questions and reporting were
thoughtful, informative and educational to
all who will be voting. Once again your
information was a great help in sorting out
positions. Unfortunately the headline article
of the 1/5/26 paper was one that left me with
anger and frustration. Posting a picture with
an article about “allegations of groom-
ing” was in my opinion unprofessional and
downright disgusting. “Allegations” by defi-
nition is “a claim or assertion that someone
has done something illegal or wrong WITH-
OUT PROOF.” In other words, until facts
and truth are presented which changes the
allegation to fact it is mere gossip, which
can totally destroy an individual’s life and
leave them completely helpless to defend or
correct the allegation. There were no facts,
no data, no truth, but a picture of the indi-
vidual whose reputation and life your article
publicly defaced. From my perspective,
this was a premature knee jerk action and
the harm it has created for a multitude of

persons ripples through this community! I
do not know the individual nor the circum-
stances but I do know what it is like to have
your name and person defamed! IF AND
WHEN THERE IS FACTUAL INFORMA-
TION to either debunk this “allegation” or
move it into a formal factual account, I hope
you will give as much attention and due dili-
gence to facts as you did to smear a person
based upon allegations!

Mary Jo Brinkmann

In the rural areas of Dane County, public
safety hinges on smart, efficient peacekeep-
ing solutions. As the Dane County Sher-
iff’s Office (DCSO) continues to innovate,
license plate readers (LPRs) have emerged
as an intelligent resource, enhancing safety
while optimizing limited resources.

LPRs scan vehicle plates in real-time,
alerting deputies to amber alerts, silver alerts
or stolen vehicles. This technology maxi-
mizes efficiency amid surging demands. In
2025, the DCSO patrol division responded
to approximately 40,000 calls for service.
By automating initial scans, deputies focus
on genuine threats, freeing time for commu-
nity engagement and proactive service.

The impact is life-saving. In 2025, LPRs
have assisted the DCSO solve two homi-
cides, where armed suspects fled the scene
in vehicles, providing crucial leads that
brought justice and prevented further harm.
In an era where criminals leverage apps,
drones, scanners, and encrypted communi-
cations, DCSO must evolve with tools like
LPRs to stay ahead.

Critics raise privacy concerns, but safe-
guards such as data retention limits (30
days) and internal audits ensure responsible
use. For Dane County, where response
times can stretch due to geography, LPRs
aren’t just efficient; they’re essential for
safer communities. Supporting this technol-
ogy means investing in the safety of Dane
County’s rural communities.

Sheriff Kalvin D. Barrett
Dane County
Sheriff’s Office

Dear Editor,

State Senator Howard Marklein has been
holding listening sessions throughout Dis-
trict 17 in Southwest Wisconsin. While he
politely listens to what constituents have to
say, he refuses to answer questions, educate
us on what is happening in the legislature or
explain his position on issues important to
constituents.

I would like to know why he supports a

Sugar River Euchre

Wisconsin constitutional amendment (AJR
102/109) aimed at ending Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives in public in-
stitutions. This amendment will hinder ef-
forts to address systemic inequalities and
will put at risk programs designed to assist
marginalized communities.

I would like to know if he will support
an independent redistricting committee that
takes the drawing of voting maps completely
out of the hands of politicians - regardless of
party. I’d like to hear his rationale for ex-
panding private school education with tax-
payer dollars to the detriment of our public
schools.

I would like to know if Is he willing to
support SB 644 to require de-masking and
identification of arresting agents? Will he
vote against SB 57 requiring Wisconsin
sheriffs to cooperate with the federal immi-
gration functions, even when we know those
functions are being enacted unconstitution-
ally with illegal warrants, cruelty, disregard
for civil rights and no due process?

We deserve legislators who will engage
respectfully with us, even when we disagree.
It is only through dialogue and a willingness
to understand one another that we come to
reasonable consensus on how best to shape
policy, and ultimately, our society.

Myra Enloe
Dodgeville

Sugar River Euchre

— by Stan Hook

There are seven teams
within one game of each
other more than halfway
through the second half
of the Sugar River Euchre
League season. The game
of the week was between
the 4 and 0 J&M Bar River
Rats and 2 and 2 Kurniki’s
Express, and what a match it
was. The River Rats started
out hot, holding all four en-
gineer couples to 9 or fewer
points in the first frame to
take a 29 point lead. In the
second frame, both teams
scored 49 points, keeping
the River Rats in front by
29. In the third frame, the
Express engineers were
able to increase their boiler
pressure to an acceptable
operating limit and thereby
gained 13 points to cut
the River Rats lead to 16.
With the pressure still ris-

ing, they gained another
2 points in the fourth. In
the sixth frame the Express
kicked the last of the River
Rats off the train and now
the Express led by 3 points.
Fighting for a place in first
class, the River Rats clawed
back on the train and by the
end of the eighth frame, the
league saw its first tie of the
season. The tie required a
ninth frame to be played.
Unfortunately, this did not
end well for the River Rats
as they gave up 11 points in
overtime to fall to 4 and 1.
This had to be an exciting
match for both teams and
a huge disappointment for
the River Rats even though
they still have a share of first
place.

The Sportsman’s Bar
Cheese Eaters were unable
to make cheese and went
hungry after the Norsk Cow-
boys emptied their milk vats.

All four Cowboy couples
dumped over 100 gallons
of milk, but it was Marvin
Thompson and Diane Erb
whose shot emptied the larg-
est vat, containing 113 gal-
lons. This 86 point win by
the Cowboys placed them in
a tie for first place with the
River Rats.

Kleeman’s Hay Shakers
Al Zimmerman and Jerry
Judd led the team by stack-
ing 114 piles of hay in their
match against the Norsk
Pranksters. Barb Judd and
Fred Ryser pitched in an-
other 112 stacks. The Norsk
Pranksters held the Hay
Shakers to a first-round tie.
But by the second round
the Hay Shakers had settled
down and took a 17 point
lead. From that point on
the Pranksters gained a little
in each frame to close the
gap to 2 points in the fifth
frame. By the sixth frame,

the Pranksters lost their
magic and ended up losing
the match by 11 points.

The league saw its fourth
perfect score of the season.
Red Mouse Shufflers Randy
Skogen and Dewey Haag
had a couple of nail biter
frames but held on to record
a perfect score of 120 points.
Stan Hook and John Nech-
kash hung with teammates
Randy and Dewey towards
that perfect score through
the fifth frame but lost in the
sixth frame to Red Mouse
Uff-das Mary Humphrey
and John Baumgartner.
Team Uff-da had a terrible
night and found themselves
down by 118 points after
seven frames. In the eighth
frame they won three of the
four games to pick up 24
points, ending the match 94
points behind the Shufflers.
This match saw both this
week’s high and low scores.

High score of 120 points
went to Shufflers Randy and
Dewey, and the low score of
72 belongs to Uff-das Curt
Herfel and Lavern “Blinky”
Maier.

Kurniki’s Pipe Bend-
ers had just enough drain
cleaner in their warechouse to
flush the Viking Trolls down
the sewer. Trolls Erika Fors-
eth and Dean Epping gave
Benders Jerome Krantz and
Chris Booth their only loss
of the night holding them
to 115 points. Trolls Jeff
Gassman and Kurt Wedig
attempted to counter Chris
and Jerome’s score by los-
ing just two games. Both of
their losses were to Jerome
and Chris. Jeff and Kurt
finished the night with 110
points. In the end, the Pipe
Benders were able to keep
the Trolls 21 points under
the bridge.

Standings:

J&M Bar River Rats 4-1

Norsk Cowboys 4-1

Kleeman’s Hay Shakers
3-2

Kurniki’s Express 3-2

Kurniki’s Pipe Benders
3-2

Norsk Pranksters 3-2

Red Mouse Shufflers
3-2

Red Mouse Uff-Da 1-4

Viking Trolls 1-4

Sportsman’s Cheese Eat-
ers 0-5

Schedule for Feb. 12th

Pipe Benders at Express
(7:00)

River Rats at Shufflers
(7:00)

Cheese Eaters at Trolls
(7:00)

Cowboys at Pranksters
(7:00)

Uff-da at Hay Shakers
(7:00)
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Vikings produce three champions,
win Badger Small Gonference title

by DENNIS SEMRAU
Sports Reporter

FORT ATKINSON
— There was plenty of
motivation for Mount
Horeb-Barneveld’s co-op
wrestling team as it searched
for its first-ever Badger Con-
ference tournament champi-
onship last Saturday at Fort
Atkinson High School.

MH/B had lost its bid for
the Badger Small Confer-
ence dual meet title on the
fifth tiebreaker when the Vi-
kings tied Reedsburg in their
regular season dual match.

At the conference meet,
though, MH-B placed nine
wrestlers in the top six,
including crowning three
champions — senior Hunter
Stevens at 150 pounds, ju-
nior Eli Maier at 175 and
senior Eli Leonard at 190
— as the Vikings cruised to
the Badger Conference tour-
nament team championship.

by DAN LARSON
Sports Reporter

STOUGHTON — Mount
Horeb’s boys basketball
team went seven games
without Josh Manchester —
the third-leading scorer in
the state — and somehow
the Vikings weathered the
storm.

In fact, the Vikings went
6-1 with their all-state guard
sidelined due to a shoulder
injury.

“It sucked having Josh
out,” Mount Horeb senior
forward Hayden Anderson
said. “But we needed to
learn how to play without
him a little bit.”

Fast forward to Feb. 6
against rival Stoughton and
Manchester was back — in
a big way.

Manchester poured in a
game-high 33 points and
Anderson chipped in 16 as
visiting Mount Horeb rolled
to a 63-49 Badger Small
Conference victory.

Junior Evan Leibfried

continued on page 19

“There is a huge expecta-
tion in the room,” Leonard
said. “Every day you show
up, you compete. Our coach
expects nothing short of
greatness for our team.”

For third year head coach
Tim Sarbacker, it was a
dream come true.

“Right now, I'm absorb-
ing it,” Sarbacker said. “I
always knew the potential
was in this group. We have
some high level kids. But a
lot of people don’t look at
the roster.

“We have eight fresh-
men and sophomores on
this team. I know they’re
super young. It just means
the world to me because I
know how hard they work
and it took a lot to get them
to believe. I think we’re just
getting started.”

MH-B recorded eight
top-four finishes and totaled
212.5 team points, while
Waunakee was the runner-

up with 185 points. Water-
town was third with 176.5
points, while Reedsburg and
Oregon (171 points apiece)
rounded out the top five.

In the final Badger Small
Conference rankings, MH-B
and Reedsburg shared the
overall league championship
with 12 points apiece. That
combined the dual meet
standings, where the Vikings
were second with a 5-1 re-
cord, and their finish in the
conference tournament.

“I’m just proud of the
effort these guys put in,”
Sarbacker said. “I just want
them to have success and
believe that they can have it.
They proved it today.”

Stevens (44-2) was the
first of the three champions
for MH-B, which also re-
corded one runner-up finish,
three third-place showings
and a fourth-place finish.

After a first-round bye,
Stevens pinned Mitch

Mount Horeb-Barneveld’s Eli Leonard took first place at 190 pounds at the Badger Small
Conference meet last Saturday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Ziegler of Sauk Prairie/
Wisconsin Heights in 54
seconds in the quarterfinals.
Stevens then pinned DeFor-
est’s Michael Pertzborn in
3:01 in the semifinals and

Mount Horeb’s Josh Manchester returned from a shoulder injury and scored 33 points in
a win over Stoughton last Friday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Oregon’s Caden Schwartz
in 1:34 in the finals.
Stevens, who began his
prep career at lowa-Grant,
was making his first appear-
ance at the Badger Con-

ference Tournament after
sitting out last season due to
the transfer rule.
“It was worth the wait,”
Stevens said. “During the
continued on page 16

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Mount Horeb is looking
for a new track and field head
coach, as well as a cross coun-
try coach.

The Mount Horeb School
Board voted to fire former
coach Dave Chancellor at its
Feb. 2 meeting.

Chancellor had been placed
on administrative leave after
allegations of “grooming-like
behavior.”

Chancellor was then ar-
rested Monday for stalking
and fourth degree sexual
assault. The Mount Horeb
Police Department said the ar-
rest stemmed from “commu-
nications and acts committed
with a former athlete.”

Track teams across the state
can begin practicing as early
as March 9. Mount Horeb’s
first meet of the season is
April 4.

Mount Horeb athletic di-
rector Chris Carr said he
could name an interim coach
if a head coach can’t be found
in the next few weeks.

“It’s an extremely difficult

time for everybody involved,”
Carr said. “I'm hoping we
have people on staff who can
help right the ship.”

Chancellor oversaw both
the boys and girls programs,
but Carr said he might seek
one coach for the boys and
another for the girls.

“That’s a distinct possibil-
ity,” Carr said.

Chancellor, a 2002 gradu-
ate of Mount Horeb High,
was hired as the Vikings’
cross country coach in July,
2023. He later became the
head track and field coach, as
well.

Mount Horeb’s girls cross
country team won the WIAA
Division 2 state championship
in Nov., 2025, the school’s
first title since 1995. The Vi-
kings also finished in third
place at the WIAA Division 2
state meet in 2024.

Mount Horeb’s boys track
and field team finished in
seventh place at the 2025
Division 2 state meet. The
Vikings’ girls track team fin-
ished 13th overall in Division
1 in 2024 and tied for 31st in
Division 2 last season.
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by ROB REISCHEL
Snports Editor

The WIAA will announce
postseason seeds on Sunday.

And Mount Horeb’s girls
basketball team took a big
step toward landing an im-
pressive seed last week.

The Vikings defeated host
Sun Prairie West, 39-32, on
Feb. 2. Mount Horeb also
defeated Reedsburg, 44-29,
on Feb. 5.

The Vikings are now 11-9
overall and tied for second
in the Badger Small Confer-
ence at 8-3.

Here’s a recap of Mount
Horeb’s games.

e Mount Horeb 39, Sun
Prairie 32 — The Vikings
were remarkably short-
handed due to injuries and
illness, so the JV game had
to be cancelled. That al-
lowed the players who fluc-
tuate between varsity and
JV to be available for both
halves of the varsity game.

Despite those huge hur-
dles, Mount Horeb pulled
off a quality win against the
Division 1 Wolves.

“I’m super proud of how
we battled a D1 team on the
road with some really good
athletes,” Mount Horeb
coach Bart Leibfried said.
“It wasn’t the prettiest game
as we had a season high in

MoHo gymnasts fall to
Waunakee/DeForest

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

It had been eight years
since Mount Horeb’s girls
gymnastics team lost a
dual meet.

Unfortunately for the
Vikings, that good thing
came to an end on Feb.
3 when the co-op team
of Waunakee/DeForest
defeated Mount Horeb,
140.15-137.175.

“We knew our meet
at Waunakee would be a
tough challenge, and it
proved to be just that,” Vi-
kings coach Martha Koller
Faust said.

“Waunakee/DeForest
co-op is a talented team
and they put together
strong performances on all
four events.

“We didn’t hit our rou-
tines on all four events
and had mistakes here and
there. It was a valuable
learning experience and
an opportunity to grow in
handling pressure.”

The good news for
Mount Horeb is a Badger
Conference title is still
within its grasp.

While W/D currently
leads the Badger, the Vi-

turnovers with 22, but we
battled and got a win with-
out three regular starters.”

Jami Chapman led the
Vikings with 13 points and
made 7-0f-9 free throws in
the last 2:30 of the game.

Courtney Monroe also
had a terrific all-around
game.

“Courtney Monroe was a
super calm leader and that
presence allowed our young
kids to play better,” Leib-
fried said.

The Vikings also got
impressive games from
Sammy Johnson and Aubrey
Rockow, and quality bench
minutes from Emily Witten-
wyler, Rae Olson and Isla
Odgers — who all played a
season high in minutes.

Mount Horeb trailed,
15-14, at halftime, but out-
scored the Wolves, 25-17, in
the second half.

“It was our lowest scoring
half of the season,” Leib-
fried said of the first half.
“But we had to slow the
pace to make sure we didn’t
wear ourselves out with so
many kids sick.”

e Mount Horeb 44,
Reedsburg 29 — The Vi-
kings rolled past the Beavers
(4-15) on Senior Night.

Mount Horeb also paid
tribute to Nalia Craven, its
lone senior, who then went

kings could claim at least
a share of the league title
with a win at the confer-
ence meet on Feb. 21.

“The conference title
remains within reach,”
Koller Faust said. “A win
at the conference invita-
tional would put us in po-
sition to at least tie for the
conference championship
as co-champions, and that
goal is still very much in
sight.”

* On deck: Mount Horeb
travels to Platteville for a
nine-team varsity invita-
tional Saturday beginning
at 10 a.m.

Here’s how the Vikings
fared in their dual meet
against Waunakee/DeFor-
est.

Waunakee/De-
Forest 140.15,
Mount Horeb
137.175

VAULT (34.325)

3rd place — Harper
Hendrickson, 8.75

4th — Sylviah Seeliger,
8.725

5th — Carmen Oglesby,
8.50

Elise Hooks, 8.35

and scored a season-high
14 points and added six re-
bounds.

“Nalia has been in the
program for four years,”
Leibfried said. “Super happy
for her.

“When Nalia makes
shots we are a much better
team offensively. Down the
stretch we really need Na-
lia’s offensive output to be
good.”

Courtney Monroe added
11 points, five steals and
six deflections. The Vikings
also got back junior guard
Julia Straka and sophomore
guard Lauren Mester, who
had missed the Sun Prairie
West game.

The Vikings forced 26
Reedsburg turnovers, turn-
ing several of those into
transition baskets as they
built a 22-point second half
lead before going deep into
the bench.

“Once again our defense
was very solid,” Leibfried
said.

* On deck: The Vikings
hosted Sauk Prairie Tues-
day, then are at Portage Fri-
day at 7:15 p.m.

“Big game with Sauk,”
Leibfried said. “If we want
to remain in second place
and have a chance at a (No.)
3 seed this is a must win for

’

us.

BARS (33.425)

Ist place — Macie Fin-
ley, 8.90

3rd — Sylviah Seeli-
ger, 8.525

4th — Averi Kalscheur,
8.25

Harper Hendrickson,
7.75

BEAM (34.375)

3rd place — Sylviah
Seeliger, 9.125

4th — Harper Hen-
drickson, 8.95

Avena Meyers — 8.20

Averi Kalscheur —
8.10

FLOOR (35.05)

2nd place — Harper
Hendrickson, 9.25

4th — Averi Kalscheur,
8.70

5th  —
Oglesby, 8.65

Avena Meyers and Syl-
viah Seeliger, 8.45

Carmen

ALL-AROUND

3rd place — Sylviah
Seeliger, 34.825

4th — Harper Hen-
drickson, 34.70

l
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Mount Horeb’s Nalia Craven scored 14 points on Senior Night and helped power the Vikings
past Reedsburg. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Volleyball tournaments
move to electronic seeding

The Wisconsin Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association
Board of Control approved
the recommendation for
volleyball to move to elec-
tronic seeding for the Tour-
nament Series beginning in
2026. The seeds will be de-
termined by all match scores
entered throughout the sea-
son into the WIAA Score
Center.

An initial electronic seed-
ing report will be released
the Monday of Week 15
on the WIAA calendar fol-
lowed by a coaches’ appeal
meeting. The official brack-
ets will be released on Fri-
day of Week 15. The seeding
criteria will include a team’s
own winning percentage,
opponent’s winning percent-
age, opponents’ opponent
winning percentage; and
head-to-head results across
all consecutive seeds.

The Board approved the
lone soccer coaches’ recom-
mendation, adding language
stating that the accumula-
tion of yellow cards (three
within the Tournament Se-
ries or two in the State semi-
final game) does not affect
a participant’s eligibility to
attend or participate in the
State championship awards
ceremony.

A boys and girls tennis
rule change will impact
Tournament Procedures be-
ginning in the 202627 sea-

son, with all players seeded
at the subsectional level of
the Tournament Series.

In 2026-27, the boys’ and
girls’ golf regulations will
include two changes to the
adaptations of USGA rules.
The first allows a player,
within USGA limitations, to
take a one-time free relief by
placing the ball within one
club-length of its original
spot, not closer to the hole,
in the “general area” that
is cut to fairway height or
less. The player may clean
the ball when lifted and fol-
lowing normal procedures
for placing it. The second
adaptation change requires
season scores to be entered
into the tournament man-
agement software, which
will use each team’s best
six scores to determine divi-
sional rankings for regional
groupings. Lineup changes
during the Tournament Se-
ries may be made until tee
times are posted.

o

BARGAIN BOX

Two of the three boys and
girls swimming & diving
changes impact the Tour-
nament Procedures in the
2026-27 sports seasons. The
first splits schools sponsor-
ing the sport evenly between
two divisions. The winner of
each event at each sectional
qualifies for the State Meet.
In addition, the next 19 fast-
est individuals and relay
teams across all sectionals
combined, excluding sec-
tional winners, also qualify.
The other alteration to the
Tournament Procedures
changes language to man-
date swimming sectionals to
start no later than 1 p.m.

The third modification
affects the Season Regula-
tions by allowing the use
of backstroke ledges, and if
used in competition, the host
team must provide identical
ledges for all lanes. It is also
noted that swimmers are not
required to use the ledges.

Black Earth, WI
M-Fr 9-7, Sat 9-5,
Sun 10-5
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break, I was wrestling
college opens. It really im-
proved my wrestling.

“In high school, a lot of
kids get a takedown and
kind of stay on top. In col-
lege, you really have to go
into the next move. You
have to constantly be wres-
tling, constantly applying
pressure. That really helped
me.”

Although Stevens had
planned to wrestle at the

University of Wisconsin
next year, he admitted there
had been a change in plans,

“l decommitted last
Thursday,” he said. “I don’t
have a plan yet. I'm still try-
ing to figure that out. I have
some schools reaching out.
We’ll see where I end up.”

Stevens was pleased to
end up on the top of the
podium after recording his
three pins on the day.

“I love it so much,” Ste-
vens said of wrestling. “I
could have ended some

Good things in small packages

Mount Horeb’s small — but scrappy — boys swimming team had a terrific perfor-
mance at the Badger Small Conference meet last Saturday.
The Vikings, who have just four swimmers on the team, finished in sixth place at

the seven-team meet.

McFarland won the team title with 525 points, while Sauk Prairie-Wisconsin Heights
was second with 515 points. Mount Horeb finished with 75 points.

The Vikings’ 200-yard freestyle relay team of Aidan Mulhern, Gavin Beglinger (top),
Julien Moriera and Jackson Ballew (above) finished in eighth place.

Ballew (top) was fifth in the 50-yard freestyle and Mulhern was 11th. Ballew was
also fifth in the 100-yard freestyle, while Moreira was 16th and Beglinger was 21st.

Mulhern was ninth in the 100-yard breaststroke, while Moreira was 12th.

Beglinger was also 13th in the 200-yard freestyle.

Mount Horeb will now head to the McFarland Sectional Saturday beginning at 1

p-m. Photos courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

matches a little earlier, but
I’m just trying to get more
mat time. I love the sport.”

Sarbacker said Stevens is
“on fire right now.”

“He is just performing
real consistent right now,”
Sarbacker said. “He is real,
dialed in and focused to win
a state title.”

Maier (43-3) repeated as
a conference champion, re-
cording a pair of pins and
a technical fall. Maier had
a first-round bye and then
pinned Stoughton’s Carter
Wubben in 47 seconds in the

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB

REQUEST FOR BIDS MOWING AND TRIMMING
SPRINGDALE STREET RIGHT OF WAY

The Village of Mount Horeb Public Services Department is seek-
ing bids for a two-year contract (2026 and 2027) with optional
two-year extension for mowing and trimming of public land along
the Springdale Street corridor between Perimeter Rd. and Hwy.
18-151.

For details, maps and more information, contact Jeff Gorman,
Public Services Director, at (608) 437-3351 or jeff.gorman@
mounthorebwi.info.

Bids are due at noon, Friday, March 6, 2026.

Publish: 2/12/26  WNAXLP

quarterfinals.

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB, WISCONSIN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Village of Mount Horeb
Plan Commission will be holding a Public Hearing on Wednesday,
February 25, 2026 at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be held at Village
Hall (138 E. Main Street Mount Horeb, WI) to hear public com-
ment regarding the Final Draft Zoning Map and Final Draft Zoning
Ordinance. This is the culmination of an 18-month process the
Village has undertaken to rewrite the Zoning Ordinance and com-
plete a new Zoning Map. The new Ordinance is an implementa-
tion component of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan that reflects
modernized standards, increases user-friendliness, improves
ordinance administration and application, brings the ordinance
into compliance with state and federal law, advances community
housing, economic development, and sustainability objectives,
and provides opportunities for reinvestment, redevelopment, and
new development. The new Zoning Map provides consistency
with the new Zoning Ordinance and most closely aligns to the
Village’s existing and desired future land use pattern.

Complete copies of the Final Draft Zoning Ordinance and
Map are available at Village Hall or on the Village’s website:

www.mounthorebwi.info/280/Zoning-Code-Re-Write-Update-
Nov-12-2025

All Village of Mount Horeb residents and property owners are
invited to attend this hearing. Individuals wishing to submit com-
ments to the Plan Commission may do so up to the day of the
public hearing. Any individual wishing to address the Plan
Commission will be asked to register with the Chairman at the
start of the hearing. Please note that, upon reasonable notice,
efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled indi-
viduals through appropriate aids and services. For additional
information, to submit a comment, or to request this service,
contact Nic Owen, Village Administrator at (608) 437-9409 or
Nic.owen@mounthorebwi.info.

Publish: 2/5/26, 2/12/26 WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB
PUBLIC HEARING
FEBRUARY 25, 2026

The Plan Commission of the Village of Mount Horeb will hold a
public hearing on the above date at 7:00pm in the Board Room of
the Municipal Building, 138 E Main Street, Mount Horeb, WI. The
purpose of the hearing is to consider a Conditional Use Permit
Application from Nicolas Kamas to allow cultivation of fruit trees
in R-1 Single-Family Residential zoning on Parcel 0606-131-
2000-4.

The Plan Commission will hear all persons concerning all mat-
ters and/or objections written or oral pertaining thereto at that
time.

Publish: 2/5/26, 2/12/26  WNAXLP

TOWN OF PRIMROSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION AND
HOURS OF POLLING PLACE

At the primary to be held on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, in the
Town of Primrose, the following polling locations will be used for
the wards indicated:

Location Wards

8468 County Road A, Verona, WI 1

All polling places will open at 7:00 A.M. and will close at
8:00 P.M. All polling places are accessible to elderly and vot-
ers with disabilities.

If you have any questions concerning your polling place, contact
the municipal clerk.

Matthew Waite
clerk@townofprimrose.com
608-571-2988
by appointment
Notice of Meeting of the Local Board of Canvassers

At the close of voting on Election Day, pursuant to the provisions
of Wis. Stat. § 19.84, the Election Inspectors at each polling place
will convene as the Local Canvassing Board for the purpose of
conducting the local canvass pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 7.51. This
meeting will be open to the public pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81-
89.

Notice of Meeting of MBOC to Process Rehabilitated
Provisional Ballots

If provisional ballots have been issued and are subsequently
cured by the voter before 4:00 p.m. on the Friday after the elec-
tion, the MBOC must meet no later than the following Monday at
9:00 a.m. to process the cured provisional ballots. This is a pub-
lic meeting and requires applicable notice.

Publish: 2/12/26  WNAXLP

“All the matches today,
I was thinking more about
executing the position I was
in than in winning,” Maier
said. “Win each position. It
was about being consistent.
My motto is the same as it’s
been all year. I try to take
each match to a new level,
and I think I did that today.”

After pinning Portage’s
Tristan Brunt in 1:18 in the
semifinals, Maier went the
distance in dominating De-
Forest’s Nolan Kemp, 15-0,
in the finals.

Sarbacker said Maier,
a standout running back
and linebacker in football,
brings a unique physicality
to his work on the mat.

“With us upping the
schedule this year, we’ve
had some real tough tourna-
ments, like the Cheesehead
and the Bi-State, obviously
a good one,” Sarbacker said.
“We travel out of state to
Cascade, Iowa and then up
to Rochester, Minn. and
wrestled the No. 2 team in
the state.

“After his Cheesehead
performance, Eli Maier has
really taken a step up. He’s
as good as (Eli) Leonard.
He’s as good as (Hunter)
Stevens. His confidence has
gone through the roof. I just
keep pushing him to keep
going. He can get better. |
think he could move on to
the next level if he wanted
because that’s the level he is
at right now.”

Rounding out the Vikings’
list of champions was Leon-
ard (45-0), a three-time con-
ference champion, who has
committed to compete in
wrestling at Wisconsin next
year.

“My goal is always to get
on the mat and get off as
soon as possible, especially
in the postseason,” Leonard
said.

Mission accomplished.

After a first-round bye,
Leonard pinned Baraboo’s
Ethan Huelsemann in 54
seconds and Waunakee’s
Sawyer Ellis in 50 seconds
before earning a victory in
the championship round by
a medical forfeit over Bea-
ver Dam’s Landen Grow.

“Coach (Sarbacker) al-
ways has us ready,” Leonard
said. “Every week he tells
us to treat every match the
same. No matter what tour-
nament we wrestle in, it’s
always the same.”

Sarbacker said Leonard,
like his fellow champions,
is poised for a great postsea-
son run.

“Eli’s been steady. He
gets better every time he
goes out there, more confi-
dent,” Sarbacker said. “He’s
on pace where he should be.
We expect him to lead and
do his job. He had another

great day.”
Freshman Maxton Ste-
vens (31-16), Hunter’s

younger brother, made a
successful debut at 132
pounds and finished second.
After a first-round bye, Ste-
vens pinned Reedsburg’s
Taven Johnson in 3:54 and
recorded a 13-7 decision
over Oregon’s Evan Fahey.

But Stevens was pinned
by Watertown’s Bryson
Busler in 4:26 in the finals.

“Max had a breakthrough
tournament,” Sarbacker
said. “Evan Fahey is one of
the top kids in Division 1.
He has only two losses, and
Max wrestled a great match
against him.

“People might look at
his record, but that has a
lot to do with our schedule.
Max has lost to some re-
ally, tough kids. He really
stepped up today and just
about got it done in the fi-

continued on page 17

TOWN OF PRIMROSE
REQUEST FOR BIDS ROAD WORK

The Town of Primrose is requesting bids for approximately 1.5
miles of pavement overlay on Primrose Center Rd south of Ridge
Dr. towards Miller Dr. THIS IS AN TRI/LRIP PROJECT.

Each road must be bid separately. Please contact the town
clerk for more information regarding the limit of work. Bids can be
submitted by mail to the Clerk at Town of Primrose, 8468 County
Road A, Verona WI 53593 or by email to clerk@townofprimrose.
com. The deadline for bids is 5:00pm on Friday, February 27th,
2026. Bids will be opened at the regularly scheduled town board
public meeting on Monday, March 2nd, 2026 beginning at 7:30pm
at the Town Hall, and the accepted bid awarded at that time. The
Town of Primrose reserves the right to accept or reject any and all
bids, as deemed to be most advantageous to the town.

Publish: 2/12/26, 2/19/26 WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB RESIDENTS
LOCATION AND HOURS OF POLLING PLACE

The following polling place locations will be used for the wards
indicated, at the Spring Primary Election to be held on Tuesday,
February 17, 2026 in the Village of Mount Horeb:

Mount Horeb Public Library 105 Perimeter Road

Wards 1 -5, & 12

Mount Horeb Senior Center

Wards 6 - 11

Both polling places will be open at 7:00 a.m. and will close at
8:00 p.m. The polling places are accessible to elderly and dis-
abled voters.

Wisconsin law requires voters to be a resident of the Village of
Mount Horeb for at least 28 days before the election to vote in the
village. You can find your polling place on the My Vote Wisconsin
website at https://myvote.wi.gov/. If you have any questions con-
cerning your polling place or voting requirements, please contact
Village Clerk Alyssa Gaffney at 138 E Main Street or call 437-
9404.

107 N Grove Street

Publish: 2/12/26  WNAXLP
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nals. He’s probably the next
in line who stood out today
and took another big jump.”

The MH-B freshman trio
of Bryce Madden (37-11) at
106 pounds, Easton Kam-
merud (16-2) at 165, and
Leland Harris (35-6) at 215
all recorded third-place fin-
ishes.

Senior Timmy Kruse (23-
15) also placed fourth at 144
pounds for the Vikings,

Sarbacker said the Vi-
kings won’t have much time
to celebrate their champion-
ship with sectionals on deck
this week.

“It doesn’t get any easier,”
Sarbacker said said. “Mount
Horeb has never been to
team state. We’re confident
we’re going to be in the top
six at sectionals. So, we’re
gearing up and planning for
it.

“But first step, we want
to win the sectional tourna-
ment for seeding for the sec-
tional team dual. We’ve got
some work to do. Only two
(individuals) go on, so our
main goal is to get individu-
als to the state tournament.”

* On deck: MH-B will
compete in a WIAA Divi-
sion 2 sectional at Richland
Center on Saturday begin-
ning at 9 a.m. The top two
individual finishers at each
weight class advance to the
individual state meet at the
Kohl Center. The top six
teams advance for team sec-
tional competition.

BADGER CONFER-
ENCE TOURNAMET
TEAM SCORES

1, Mount Horeb/
Barneveld, 212.5; 2, Wau-
nakee, 185; 3, Watertown,
176.5; 4, Reedsburg and
Oregon, 171; 6, Stoughton,
148; 7, Milton and Monona
Grove/McFarland, 142; 9,
Sauk Prairie, 139; 10, De-
Forest, 116.5; 11, Beaver
Dam, 77; 12, Baraboo, 62.5;

13, Portage, 54; 14, Fort At-
kinson, 44.5.

BADGER SMALL
DUAL STANDINGS

1, Reedsburg (6-0); 2,
Mount Horeb/Barneveld
(5-1); 3, Stoughton (4-2);
4, Sauk Prairie/Wisconsin
Heights (3-3); 5, Portage (2-
4); 6, Baraboo (1-5); 7, Fort
Atkinson 90-6).

BADGER SMALL
OVERALL STANDINGS

1, tie, Mount Horeb/
Barneveld and Reedsburg,
12 points; 3, Stoughton (9
points); 4, Sauk Prairie/Wis-
consin Heights, 7 points; 5,
tie, Baraboo and Portage (4
points); 7, For Atkinson (1
point).

MOUNT HOREB/
BARNEVELD INDIVID-
UAL RESULTS

106: Bryce Madden (37-
11), third place, 21 points.
Champ. Rd of 16 — bye;
Quarters: maj. dec. over
Branson Burwitz, BD, 12-2;
Semis: lost by pin to Max
Schroeder SP/WH, 1:55;
Cons. Semis: pinned Joey
Savaske, St., 2:09; 3rd Place
Match: pinned Tayden Ring-
stad, D, 2:58.

120: Drew Droessler (21-
17) sixth place, 11 points.
Champ. Rd of 16: pinned
Jacob LaFever, D, 0:36;
Quarters: lost by tech fall to
Jayden Vanderhoof, R, 16-1
(3:12); Cons. Quarters: Maj.
dec. over Keaton Chard, FA,
10-0; Cons. Sub-Semis: won
by maj. dec over Liam Cir-
fus, BD, 19-9; Cons. Semis:
lost by dec. to Charlie Pe-
terson, MG/M, 11-10; 5th
Place Match: lost by dec. to
Colton Bishop, Mil., 8-3.

126: RJ Emanneul (15-
17) DNP, 3 points. Champ.
Rd of 16: lost by pin to
Samuel Strutz,3:02; Cons.
Sub-Quarters: pinned Dal-
ton Hensley, BD,2:24; Cons.
Quarters: lost by tech fall to

Anthony Ballweg, MG/M,
23-6 (3:39).

132: Maxton Stevens (31-
16) second place, 22 points.
Champ. Rd of 16: bye; Quar-
ters: pinned Taven Johnson,
R, 3:54; Semis: won by dec.
over Evan Fahey, O, 13-7;
Ist Place Match: lost by pin
to Bryson Busler, Wat., 4:26.

138: Dawson Bell (8-11)
DNP, 0 points. Mat 3 - Bout
19 - Champ. Rd of 16: lost
by pin to Hank Schell, SP/
WH, 3:00; Cons. Sub-Quar-
ters: bye; Cons. Quarters:
lost by pin to Jack Metzler,
Wau., 2:51.

144: Timmy Kruse
(23-15) fourth place, 17
points. Champ. Rd of 16:
bye; Quarters: pinned Gib-
son Guralski, Wau., 5:24;
Semis: lost by dec. to Harri-
son Cyvas, St., 15-12; Cons.
Semis: won by maj. dec.
over Marshall Howard, SP/
WH, 12-0; 3rd Place Match:
lost by dec. to Bradley Rup-
now, Wat., 12-5.

150: Hunter Stevens (44-
2) first place, 30 points.
Bout - Champ. Rd of 16:
bye; Quarters: pinned
Mitch Ziegler, SP/WH,
0:54; Semis: pinned Mi-
chael Pertzborn, D, 3:01; 1st
Place Match: pinned Caden
Schwartz, O, 1:34.

157: Landon Kahl (19-16)
DNP, 4 points. Champ. Rd
of 16: pinned Bobby Clark,
Mil., 2:31; Quarters: lost by
pin to Michael Kowalski,
Po., 2:57: Cons. Quarters:
lost by pin to Nathan Ro-
cole, Wat., 4:39.

165: Easton Kam-
merud (16-2) third place,
23 points. Champ. Rd of
16: pinned Jaxson Potter,
D, 0:29; Quarters: lost by

Mount Horeb-Barneveld’s Eli Maier took first place at 175 pounds at the Badger Small Con-
ference meet. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

dec. to Gage Gross, Mil.,
6-5; Cons. Quarters: pinned
Aiden Dennison, St., 2:09;
Cons. Sub-Semis: pinned
Conway Knox, SP/WH,
0:37; Cons. Semis: won by
tech fall over Luke Redner,
R, 17-1 (2:52); 3rd Place
Match: won by tech fall over
Dominic Manno, Wau., 17-2
(4:12).

175: Eli Maier (43-3) first
place, 29.5 points. Champ.
Rd of 16: bye; Quarters:
pinned Carter Wubben, St.,
0:47; Semis: pinned Tristan
Brunt, Po, 1:18; 1st Place
Match: won by tech fall
over Nolan Kemp, D, 15-0
(6:00).

190: Eli Leonard (45-
0) first place, 30 points.
Champ. Rd of 16: bye;

TOWN OF BLUE MOUNDS
NOTICE OF LOCATION AND
HOURS OF POLLING PLACES

The 2026 Spring Primary will be held on Tuesday, February
17, 2026. The polling location for the Town of Blue Mounds is the
Town Garage at 10566 Blue Vista Road, Blue Mounds, WI
53517. The polling location will open at 7:00 am and will
close at 8:00 pm. If you have any questions concerning your
polling place, contact the municipal clerk.

Amanda Burghy
608-437-8722
townofbluemounds@gmail.com

The Town of Blue Mounds polling place is accessible to elderly
and disabled voters.

Notice of Meeting of the Local Board of Canvassers

At the close of voting on Election Day, pursuant to the provisions
of Wis. Stat. § 19.84, the Election Inspectors will convene as a
joint meeting of the Local Board of for the purpose of conducting
the local and municipal canvases pursuant to Wis. Stat. §7.51.
This meeting will be open to the public pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§
19.81-89.

IN-PERSON ABSENTEE VOTING FOR THE FEBRUARY 17,
2026, SPRING PRIMARY:

The Town Hall will be open, and the Clerk or Deputy Clerk will
be available for absentee voting February 3rd-5th, and February
9th-13th from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. or by appointment.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Test of the
Express Vote and Automatic Tabulating Equipment to be used for
the Spring Election will be conducted at the Town of Blue Mounds
Town Hall located at 10566 Blue Vista Rd, Blue Mounds, WI,
53517 at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, February 10, 2026. This test is
open to the public.

Amanda Burghy-Clerk
February 12, 2026
Publish: 2/12/26 WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF BLUE MOUNDS
LOCATION AND HOURS OF POLLING PLACE

At the spring primary to be held on February 17, 2026, in the
Village of Blue Mounds, the following polling place locations will
be used for the wards indicated:

Location Wards
Blue Mounds Village Hall 1
11011 Brigham Avenue

ALL POLLING PLACES WILL OPEN AT 7:00 A.M. AND WILL
CLOSE AT 8:00 P.M.

If you have any questions concerning your polling place, contact
the municipal clerk.

Mary Jo Michek

11011 Brigham Avenue

Blue Mounds, WI 53517

608.437.5197 ext. 1

Monday — Thursday 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Friday, February 13, 2026 — 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

All polling places are accessible to elderly and disabled
voters.

Notice of Meeting of the Local Board of Canvassers

At the close of voting on Election Day, pursuant to the provisions
of Wis. Stat. § 19.84, the Election Inspectors at each polling place
will convene as the Local Canvassing Board for the purpose of
conducting the local canvass pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 7.51. This
meeting will be open to the public pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81-
89.

Notice of Meeting of MBOC to Process Rehabilitated
Provisional Ballots

If provisional ballots have been issued and are subsequently
cured by the voter before 4:30 p.m. on the Friday after the elec-
tion, the MBOC must meet no later than the following Monday at
9:00 a.m. to process the cured provisional ballots. This is a pub-
lic meeting and requires applicable notice.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the Village of Blue Mounds
Residents, that the Public Test of the electronic voting equipment
to be used at the Village of Blue Mounds Spring Primary Election
will be conducted on February 10, 2026, at noon. The testing will
be held at the Village Office, located at 11011 Brigham Avenue,
Blue Mounds, Wisconsin, 53517.

Publish: 2/12/26  WNAXLP

pinned Ethan Sub-Quarters: bye; Cons.
Huelsemann. B. 0:54: Quarters: lost by dec. to

Semis: pinned Sawyer Ellis, Josef Stephan, Mil., 6-3.
Wau., 0:50; 1st Place Match:

Quarters:

won by medical forfeit over
Landen Grow, BD.

VILLAGE OF
MOUNT HOREB
PUBLIC TESTING OF

215: Leland Havens (35- VOTING EQUIPMENT

6) third place, 22 points.
Champ. Rd of 16: bye; Testing of the electronic vot-

— _ ing equipment for the
Quarters.. p'mnedllz.m Pow FEBRUARY 17T, 2026
ell, R, 0:30; Semls. lost by SPRING PRIMARY
dec, to McCoy Smith, Wau., ELECTION will be held on
4-3; Cons. Semis: pinned Friday, February 13th, 2026.
Kadin Marz. B. 1:00: 3rd The test will take place at
Place Match: pinned Bryan

4:30pm at the Municipal
: Building in the 2nd Floor
Breunig, SP/WH, 0:41.

Conference Room. This test
is open to the public.

Alyssa Gaffney

Village Clerk

Posted: February 4%, 2026

285: Gavin Reynolds (10-
11) DNP, O points. Champ.
Rd of 16: lost by pin to TJ

Dutcher, D, 3:19; Cons. Publish: 2/12/26 WNAXLP

TOWN OF PERRY

TOWN BOARD MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 7:30 PM
Perry Town Hall, 10084 County Highway A
Teleconference - 425-585-6272 access - 394-722-206 #

1. Call to order. Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Announcements.
3. Comments by Town residents — non-agenda items.
4. Land Use: a. John Willborn, Jr., 10833 CTH A — zoning chang-
es — 3 ac. to RR-2; 5 ac. to FP-1; 0.7 ac. to HAM-R; site plan for
residence, driveway.
b. Steve and Gamze Ligler, 75 Hwy. 78 — replace accessory
bldg. permit.
5. Roads, Equipment, Facilities — a. Recycling Center operations
— Trex bench, .
b. Sale of Western Star truck update.
c. Assistant Patrolman position update.
d. Set Road Tour date, bids due date, contract award date.
e. Town Hall phone service options.
6. Liability insurance renewal terms.
7. Treasurer’s Report.
8. Friends of the Parks of Perry report.
9. Parks and Open Space Committee report.
10. Dane Co. Towns Association and Wisconsin Towns Association
discussions.
11. Community meeting / correspondence to elected representa-
tives update.
12. Town Hall Renovations committee report.
13. Minutes of Previous Meetings — January 13, January 21, 2026
14. Pay Bills due.
15. Closed Session. Dane Co. Circuit Court case 15CV0065
DSG; Hauge Historic District Park easement negotiations: con-
vene a closed session under WI § 19.85(1)(g) to confer with legal
counsel concerning strategy and WI §19.85(1)(b) and (c) person-
nel.
16. Adjournment.
Action might be taken on any agenda item shown above. Public
comment might be invited on any agenda item presented.
Mary L. Price, Town Clerk
WWW.perry-wi.gov
Posted and published: February 12, 2026
Town Hall, Town Garage, Daleyville Sign Post, Town website

Publish: 2/12/26
WNAXLP
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by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

High scoring. Low scor-
ing.

Up tempo. Slower pace.

Through the years, we’ve
learned one thing about
Todd Nesheim’s boys bas-
ketball teams at Mount
Horeb. No matter the style,
Nesheim & Co. find a way
to win.

The Vikings’ 47-44 vic-
tory over DeForest on Feb.
3 was the latest evidence of
that.

Mount Horeb was without
standout guard Josh Man-
chester (shoulder) and wing
Alex Chapman (wrist) — a
dynamic duo that averages
a combined 50.5 points per
game. So the Vikings made
it a half-court game, played
sensational defense and
notched a tremendous win.

“I really am proud of
this team and this effort,”
Nesheim said. “We have
won games in the 80’s with a
full roster, had to win games
in the 50’s without Josh, and
we’re now winning games
in the 40’s without Josh and
Alex.”

Mount Horeb improved to
14-5, while the Norskies fell
to 10-9.

The Vikings played their
seventh game without Man-
chester (35.5 points per
game) and improved to 6-1
in those contests. Mount

MISCELLANEOUS

If you are looking for a quality
web printer for your newspaper,
give us a call we are looking to
fill our schedule up. Competitive
pricing and quality service. We
are your one stop shop, mailing
and delivery are also available.
Call Greg Evans @ Evans Print
& Media Group. 608-269-9797,
Or email me at Greg@
Evansprinting.com

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel designed
for mature travelers. Our tours
include accommodations,
transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing, entrance
fees, a professional Tour Director
and select meals. For a limited
time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-888-351-2630

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
425-2108 today!

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-844-260-2934

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just  $20/month. For more
information, call 1-833-518-2155

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule a
free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

CLASSIFIED
NETWORK

OF WISCONSIN

Horeb also played its first
game without Chapman
(15.0), who suffered a wrist
injury against Sauk Prairie
on Jan. 29 and is likely out
until early March.

Mount Horeb averaged
71.2 points per game before
Manchester’s injury on Jan.
15 and went 8-3 in those
contests.

The Vikings have aver-
aged 57.1 points per game,
but have picked up their de-
fense, changed their style of
play and have gone 6-1 in
those contests.

Mount Horeb trailed, 44-
43, late when senior post
Hayden Anderson scored
over a pair of DeForest de-
fenders to give the Vikings a
45-44 lead with 45 seconds
left.

After a DeForest miss,
Anderson was fouled with
16 seconds left and calmly
drained both free throws as
the Vikings’ pushed their
lead to 47-44. Mount Horeb
had two fouls to give and
used them, then DeFor-
est’s leading scorer Brooks
Ohmen (16.9 ppg) missed
a 3-pointer and the Vikings
prevailed.

Anderson led Mount
Horeb with 14 points, while
junior center Evan Leibfried
added 13. Ohmen led all

scorers with 19 points.

Nesheim told his team
beforehand there were three
keys to winning:

1. Stop DeForest’s transi-
tion game.

Mount Horeb did just that
and held the Norskies 18
points below their season
average.

“They will be play the
fastest of any team we see
this year,” Nesheim said of
DeForest. “If we can elimi-
nate their easy baskets, we
felt we had a chance to win.”

2. Rebound.

The Vikings did that, as
well, outrebounding DeFor-
est, 24-12.

“We have been outstand-
ing (rebounding) all year and
needed to keep that a thing,”
Nesheim said. “Turned out
we dominated that part of
the game.”

3. Win a game in the 40’s.

“We have talked about
running better, more patient
offense and not trying to get
things on the first pass — or
no passes,” Nesheim said.
“We felt if we could be pa-
tient, run some clock we
would get good looks and
also limit their transition op-
portunities.”

Mount Horeb got the start
it wanted, jumping to a 13-9
lead midway through the

first half. Five different Vi-
kings scored in that stretch
as Mount Horeb discovered
it could hang with a quality
opponent even with Man-
chester and Chapman in
street clothes.

By halftime, the Vikings
pushed their lead to 25-18
thanks to stellar defense and
a pace of play that frustrated
DeForest.

“I thought our defense
was really good in this half,”
Nesheim said. “The kids
played this to perfection for
the most part.”

The Norskies made a mini-
run to open the second half.
But Leibfried knocked down
three 3-pointers in the first
nine minutes of the second
half and Mount Horeb main-
tained a 39-35 lead.

DeForest took a 44-43 lead
— 1its first since the 15-min-
ute mark of the first half —
with just 1:13 remaining.
Down the stretch, though,
Anderson came up big on
the offensive end, while the
Vikings’ defense remained
sublime.

“That’s a statement to this
program to pull things like
this off,” Nesheim said. “Our
defense continues to improve
and we continue to win.”

Hockey team
Wins a pair

by ROB REISCHEL
Snorts Editor

It’s been a rough year
for Stoughton’s hockey
team.

But the Vikings —
who have players from
Mount Horeb — enjoyed
their best week of the
season.

Stoughton won a pair
of games and improved
to 3-20 on the year. The
Vikings defeated Mon-
roe, 6-2, on Feb. 3 and
downed Cedarburg, 5-1,
on Feb. 4.

Here’s a recap of the
Vikings’ week.

e Stoughton 6, Mon-
roe 2 — Paxton Nelson
and Pete Heinecke both
had two goals to lift the
Vikings past the Cheese-
makers.

Givon Storkson and
Silas Sawicki both added
goals, while Wyatt Klein,
Cy Inderrieden, Nelson
and Sawicki all had as-
sists.

e Stoughton 5, Cedar-
burg 1 — The Vikings
struck for three third pe-
riod goals to break open
what had been a close
game.

Pete Heinecke had a ter-
rific game with four goals
and an assist, while Jacob
Gardiner had a goal and
two assists.

Cy Inderrieden added
two assists, while Paxton
Nelson and Silas Sawicki
had assists.

* On deck: Stoughton
finishes the regular season
Friday by hosting Medford
at7:15 p.m.

TOWN OF PERRY

NOTICE OF ELECTION
February 17, 2026

Notice is hereby given of a
Primary Election to be held in
the Town of Perry on Tuesday,
February 17, 2026.

Polls will be open at the
Perry Town Hall, 10084 CTH
A, from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.

Mary L. Price, Clerk
Posted: 2/12/26

Publish: 2/12/26  WNAXLP

OFFICE OF THE DANE COUNTY CLERK
NOTICE OF SPRING PRIMARY AND

SAMPLE BALLOTS
February 17, 2026

Office of the Dane County Clerk

To the voters of Dane County:

Notice is hereby given of a spring primary election to be held in Dane County on
February 17, 2026, at which the officers named below shall be chosen. The names
of the candidates for each office, whose nominations have been certified to or filed
in this office, are given under the title of the office, each in its proper column, togeth-
er with the questions submitted to a vote, for a referendum, if any, in the sample
ballot below.

Information to Voters

Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall:

« state their name and address

» show an acceptable form of photo identification*

* sign the poll book**

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification, the voter may obtain
a free photo ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.

**If the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker
may write the word “exempt.”

If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place
serving their residence if the voter provides proof of residence.

Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear
on the ballot.

Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a
machine and cast their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than
specified here. Sample ballots or other materials to assist the voter in marking their
ballot may be taken into the booth and copied. The sample ballot shall not be shown
to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.

A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter’s minor child
or minor ward.

An election official may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote but
the official may not advise or indicate a particular voting choice.

Assistance for Voting

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares
to the presiding official that they are unable to read, have difficulty reading, writing,
or understanding English, or that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The
selected individual rendering assistance may not be the voter’s employer or an agent
of that employer or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the
voter.

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used

The voter shall fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to the name of the candidate
of their choice for each office for which he or she intends to vote. To vote for a per-
son whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of
the person of their choice in the space provided for a write-in vote and fill in the oval
or connect the arrow next to the write-in line. On referendum questions, the voter
shall fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to “yes” if in favor of the question, or
the voter shall fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to “no” if opposed to the
question.

When using an electronic ballot marking device (“ExpressVote”) to mark an optical
scan ballot, the voter shall touch the screen or use the tactile pad to select the name
of the candidate of their choice for each office for which they intend to vote. To vote
for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall type in the
name of the person of their choice in the space provided for a write-in vote. On
referendum questions, the voter shall touch the screen or use the tactile pad to
select “yes” if in favor of the question, or the voter shall touch the screen or use the
tactile pad to select “no” if opposed to the question.

Spoiled Ballots

If a voter spoils an optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election official who
shall issue another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued
to any one voter. If the ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective
in any other way, the voter shall return it to the election official, who shall issue a
proper ballot in its place.

After Voting the Ballot

After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it may be inserted in the security
sleeve, so the marks do not show. The voter shall insert the ballot in the voting
device and discard the sleeve or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. If a
central count system is used, the voter shall insert the ballot in the ballot box and
discard the sleeve or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. The voter shall
leave the polling place promptly.

The following is a sample of the official ballot:

H E E E S S S EE S S S SSE S S S R SR E e EEEEN
-

Official Primary Ballot 7
n Nonpartisan Office
[ February 17, 2026

1 Notice to voters: If you are voting on Election Day, your ballot must be initialed by 2 election inspectors. If you are voting
absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the municipal clerk or deputy clerk. Your ballot may not be counted without
g initials. (See end of ballot for initials.)

Kl General Instructions
If you make a mistake on your ballot or
have a question, ask an election

inspector for help. (Absentee voters:
Contact your municipal clerk.)

the oval next to the name like this: @.

To vote for a name that is not on the
ballot, write the name on the line
marked "write-in" and fill in the oval

|
|}
|
1 To vote for a name on the ballot, fill in
L}
|
| next to the name like this: @.

Judicial
Circuit Court Judge

Branch 1
Vote for 1

H«2| © Huma Ahsan
| | © Nathan Wagner
M« O Ben Jones _<amn

O writeui ipality:andyward number(s)
write-in: >

Ballo v;ssue('!'by
i

Village Trustee L N
Vote for not more than 2 P P

© Stephen Sopcak

Michelle Kelley ngiLeli of election inspectors

James W. Brager

7 | Absentee ballot issued by

Ben Jones

Tammy Clary Initials of municipal clerk or deputy clerk

Certification of Voter
Assistance

o
o

o

O Jason Fendrick
[}

©  write-in:

o

write-in:

| certify that | marked or read
aloud this ballot at the request
and direction of a voter who is
authorized under Wis. Stat. §6.82
to receive assistance.

Signature of assistor
For Official Use Only

Inspectors: |dentify ballots
required to be remade.

o Overvoted

o Damaged

o Other

If this is the
Original Ballot,
write the serial
number here:

If this is the
Duplicate Ballot,
write the serial
number here:

Initials of i who remade ballot

Scott McDonell, Dane County Clerk

Publish: 2/12/26  WNAXLP
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continued from page 14

added eight second half
points as Mount Horeb im-
proved to 15-5 overall and
7-3 in the Badger Small
Conference. Stoughton fell
to 8-10, 5-5.

“The goal was to look
more like the team that
we’ve been the last three
weeks than the team we
were with Josh beforehand,
quite frankly,” Mount Horeb
coach Todd Nesheim said.
“And what I mean by that is
just more balance. All five
guys that are on the floor are
able to contribute on both
ends of the floor instead of
Josh trying to do it all him-
self.”

Mission accomplished.

Manchester was raring
and ready to go.

“I"d say my adrena-
line was running a little
bit higher. I was a little
bit more excited than any
other game,” Manchester,
said. “To be able to get the
opportunity to play again
with these guys means the
world.”

Manchester didn’t wait
long to make his impact
felt, pouring in 18 first-half
points to lead Mount Horeb
to a 32-15 lead at the break.

When Manchester suf-
fered the injury he wasn’t
sure how long he’d be out
— or if he’d be back at all.

But unlike in last year’s
regional finals, when he suf-
fered a similar injury to the
same shoulder, there wasn’t
as much pain this time.

“This time, it was just sore
and I needed to strengthen
all the muscles around it
again,” Manchester said. “I
feel like I took the right time
off.

“Last week I was like,
‘OK, I'm starting to trust it
again and feel like I can help
the team again.’”

Manchester was back a
little sooner than he initially
thought.

And in the second half,
with Stoughton desperately
trying to rally from a 17-
point halftime deficit, the
strides Mount Horeb made
in his absence were evident.

Anderson, who had eight
points in the first half,
scored Mount Horeb’s first
four points of the second
half on a reverse lay-up and
a drive to the hoop to keep
the lead in double-digits at
36-24.

Stoughton was gain-
ing steam, though, and
with 10:51 remaining
Holden Ackerman drained
a 3-pointer from the right

corner to get his team within
43-37. Ackerman had five
points at halftime but scored
14 during Stoughton’s 22-11
surge over the first 7-plus
minutes of the second half.

Ackerman was picking up
the slack for Jacob Hibner,
Stoughton’s leading scorer
who is currently sidelined.

“They are in a position
we were in,” Nesheim said
of how Mount Horeb had
to adapt without Manches-
ter. “They’re going to grind
out offensive possessions. |
didn’t think we did a really
good job of playing defense
on those grinding, offensive
possessions.”

But Mount Horeb did
enough to prevent Stough-
ton from fully seizing mo-
mentum.

Anderson answered
Ackerman’s right-corner
3-pointer with a basket in-
side to make it 45-37, then
Leibfried’s traditional three-
point play pushed the advan-
tage back to double digits at
48-37.

Later, after Devin Rogers
converted a fastbreak lay-up
to get Stoughton within 53-
46, Manchester answered
with a steal that he turned
into a breakaway two-hand
dunk — albeit about as deli-
cate a dunk as there is — to
make it 55-46.

Andy Perkins’ fadeaway
jumper pulled Stoughton
within 55-48 with 4:32 left,
but Manchester responded
by driving to the hoop for a
basket to make it 57-48.

And with 2:56 to go, Leib-
fried corralled a missed free
throw by Anderson — the
front end of a bonus oppor-
tunity — and put back the
miss to push Mount Horeb’s
lead to 59-48.

Mount Horeb held
Stoughton without a field
goal the rest of the way,
sending the home team to its
fifth straight loss.

“Every game we play
Stoughton, it’s going to be
close,” Manchester said.
“Having Jacob out — he’s a
great player, but [ knew guys
were going to step up for
them and they were going to
make it a game. We just had
to take the punch and try to
get a spark to get us on the
(right) side of momentum.”

It was an important win
for Mount Horeb for a num-
ber of reasons, first and
foremost because of Man-
chester’s seamless return to
action.

But a week earlier Mount
Horeb also lost Alex Chap-
man to an injury that will
keep him out for most of
February, at a minimum.

N

MADISON

é’ CREMATION SOCIETY OF

$1,450 Basic Cremation

608-237-6116

cremationsocietyofmadison.com
Only serving Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green,

Jefferson, Richland, Rock, and Sauk counties

4

L
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Hayden Anderson and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team won a pair of games last week. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Mount Horeb is 2-0 without
Chapman, though, another
example of its ability to en-
dure adversity.

Mount Horeb was able to
hold off Stoughton in the
second half thanks in large
part to balance on offense.

Manchester had 15 points
after halftime while Ander-
son and Leibfried chipped in
with eight apiece.

“That’s going to win you
a lot of games right there,
when you get that kind of
balance,” Nesheim said.
“That’s a pretty good recipe
for success.

“And then with the size
that we bring to the table,
teams have to respect that.
With Josh, you’ve got to
guard (out to the perimeter)
and we’re hoping that opens
up the lane for Hayden and
Evan.”

It wasn’t just balance,
though. It was timing.

“There were a couple
moments where (the lead)
got down to 7 or 8 and we
were like, ‘“We really need
a bucket,” ” Nesheim said.
“And we got them, to the
kids’ credit.

“I didn’t think we played
terribly well tonight, espe-
cially on the defensive end.
But we did just enough.”

In so doing, Mount Horeb
made sure that Manchester’s
return was a victorious one.

Jollie Tree
Service

{ \

Tree Removal

Tree Trimming
Storm Damage

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

Free Estimates

608-206-2834

jollietree@aol.com

J

And actually, Manchester
or no Manchester, Mount
Horeb has now won 11 of
its last 13 games following a
72-67 loss to Stevens Point
in the Sentry Classic at UW-
Stevens Point over Christ-
mas break on Dec. 28.

It would be 12 of the last
14, too, if Mount Horeb had
been able to preserve a dou-
ble-digit lead in the second
half of that loss to Point.

But that setback provided
an important lesson that
helped fuel Mount Horeb’s
winning ways in January
and now February.

“Learning to grind out of-
fensive possessions when
we need to,” Nesheim said
of that lesson. “We had one
possession longer than three
passes, we had three posses-
sions of three passes, and
then the rest of the posses-
sions were either no passes,
one pass or two passes.

“That’s how you lose a
lead. We weren’t running
offense. We went to the
gym the very next morning
before we played Oshkosh
West and we talked about
offense — going side-to-
side. When you’re not in a
hurry to score, why are you

QuALITY SERVICE

NEED AUTO BODY REPAIRS?

Call Us First!

o |-Car & ASE
Certified Techs

e Written Warranty
¢ Foreign & Domestic
Vehicle Repair

Some Foreign Models Excluded.
Not Able to Handle some Rust Repairs.

2011 Springdale St.
Mount Horeb

\__ (608) 437-5555

in a hurry to score? I think
that will be our biggest les-
son of the year.”

It’s paying off — up to and
including Mount Horeb’s
win over Stoughton.

“It really wears on the de-
fense. It creates open shots,”
Anderson said of his team
being more patient over the
second half of the season.

Manchester agreed.

“Now, we’re at a point
where we can run a posses-
sion for a minute and get an
easy look, where I feel like
we all got — including me
— got a little too eager,” he
said. “We’d all take some
bad shots, including me.
Now I feel like every shot
we take is a high percentage
look.”

And that means Mount
Horeb could have a world of
fun the next month.

The WIAA released a
Mid-Season Seeding Report
on Feb. 6 and Mount Horeb
was the No. 2 seed in its half
of the sectional behind only
McFarland. If that holds,
Mount Horeb’s postseason
could be memorable.

“We’re still where we
were before Josh went out,”
Anderson said. “We can

compete with anyone.”

If and when Mount Horeb
gets Chapman back, it could
mean trouble for anyone on
the Vikings’ schedule.

“We’re still not at full
strength,” Manchester said.
“Once we get Alex back —
he was playing the best bas-
ketball I think I’ve ever seen
him play — it’s going to be
lethal.

“We just have to try and
(scratch) out some wins
while he’s gone, and then
when he’s back it’s going to
be great.”

Feb. 6

Mount Horeb 63, Stoughton 49

Mount Horeb ......... 3231 —-63

Stoughton ............. 1534 — 49

MOUNT HOREB — (fgm ftm-
fta pts) — Kam Nesheim 0 2-2 2,
Josh Manchester 11 6-6 33, Kyle
Freitag 1 0-0 2, Hayden Anderson
7 1-3 16, Evan Leibfried 2 4-5 8,
Nick Ibinger 1 0-0 2. Totals: 22 13-
16 63.

STOUGHTON — Holden Ack-
erman 9 1-1 24, Andy Perkins 1 3-4
5, Devin Rogers 4 1-2 10, Quinn
Poole 4 0-2 8, Liam Borroughs 1
0-0 2. Totals: 18 5-9 49.

3-pointers: MH 6 (Manchester
5, Anderson 1), ST 6 (Ackerman 5,
Rogers 1). Total fouls: MH 14, ST
14. Fouled out: None.

your house?

RUDY DETWEILER
$4194 BARREAU RD.

LAVALLE, WI 53941

UNITED ROOFING

= ’i»-'. 0 R
FREE ESTIMATES!

Tired of re-roofing

« Can be Installed Over An Existing Roof
« 40 Year Factory Warranty
« 4- Star Hail And Fire Resistant « Ventilated At Peak
. Hidden Fastener - Many Colors Available

TRY A
STEEL ROOF!

THAT siaNDs 608-986-2468
e

Leave a Message!
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DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS:
NOON WEDNESDAY
the week prior to publication.

For rates and deadline information for
multiple paper insertion, please call

608-767-3655 or email:
classifieds@fingerpub.com

LASSIFIED

CHURCH NOTES HELP WANTED

CQPLIEN

PAINTING INC.

Good News Lutheran Church
- WELS
9975 Pepper Dr, Mt Horeb
Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Thursday Worship: 6:30 pm
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
Sunday School and Bible
Study: 10:15 am
608-437-4646
GoodNewsL C.org

Immanuel Lutheran- ELCA
310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb
608-437-8733
10am Sunday Worship
www.immanuelmh.org/
1st Steps Childcare
608-218-4425

HELP  WANTED  Local | Twfecional Saisting Contuactor

countertop  manufacturer is
looking for person to build and
install countertops in the local Residential ® Farms
area. Good wages and benefits Commercial ® Churches
provided. Cal 608-798-4733 for Safe... Caring... Dependable...

an appointment. 608-328-4714

HOME HEALTHCARE PRO- N2577 Coplien Road,
VIDER WANTED- weekend Monroe, Wisconsin
mornings available. House-
keeping/personal care. Good
Pay. Cross Plains area. Call for
details. 608-798-4946

Exterior ¢ Interior

www.CoplienPainting.com
markcoplien@coplienpainting.com

Mt. Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran Church — ELCA
315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org
5 pm Saturday Worship
9 am Sunday Worship

Advertise in the Classifieds

\ CALL US AT 608-767-3655 TO PLACE AN AD!

SELL OR SEARCH, HIRE AND FIND EMPLOYMENT.

Mt. Horeb United Methodist
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org
Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ
1693 Washington St. Verona
608-832-6677
Sunday Worship, in-person and
on Facebook Live, 10:15 am
Bible Study 9am-10am
We are an Open and Affirming
Congregation

New Hope Evangelical Free
Church
639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb
Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

Perry Lutheran Church
ELCA
1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
WWW.
perrylutheranchurchelca.org

Springdale Lutheran Church
2752 Town Hall Rd.
608-437-3493
Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th
Sundays of the month at 10am
twosteeples.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish
~St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb
608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am
Tuesday, 5:30 pm,
Thurs-Friday, 8:00 am;
Sat. 5:00 pm
~Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church
10070 Spring Valley Dr.,
Mount Horeb
Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA
9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church

2962 Church St., Blue Mounds

608-437-3493
Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th
Sunday of the month, 10 am

twosteeples.org

church
4 mnearyou!

Don‘t be scared to
ask for directions!

Upland Hills’

Health

Healthcare Employment Opportunities
Become a part of a growing and dynamic health
care organization that was named a TOP 100 Critical
Access Hospitall We have a wonderful variety of
employment opportunities available including:

* OB Registered Nurse ¢ Dietitian

e Certified Nursing e Patient Financial
Assistant Counselor

¢ Palliative Care - e Human Resources
APNP & RN Generalist

e Environmental
Services (p.m./nights)

¢ Medical Coding
Team Lead

* Imaging Technologist
(nights)

¢ Registered Nurses
(ED, OR, OB,
SNF, Float)

* Hospice Triage/
Visit RN

e Clinic CMA or LPN

e Clinical Education
Specialist-RN

e Clinic Triage RN

* Emergency Dept
Intake Technician -
AEMT

e Certified Diabetes
Care & Education
Specialist (CDCES)

To learn more about these and other great job opportunities,
go to our website at: www.uplandhillshealth.org

800 Compassion Way, Dodgeville, WI 53533 ¢ 608.930.8000

Dane - Iowa Wastewater Commission

Entry Level Wastewater Operator
Full Time / 7:00am-3:30pm M-F

Location: Mazomanie, Wisconsin

Job Summary: We are seeking a skilled and motivated individual to
join our team as an entry level wastewater operator. As a member of
the team, you will work under the guidance of the Superintendent
and Lab Manager to learn how to operate all aspects of the treatment
facility in a safe and efficient manner.

Responsibilities:

« Assist with the day-to-day operations.

« Conduct regular checks and inspections to monitor equipment
and process performance and identify potential issues.

« Perform equipment maintenance.

« Accurately record data, and maintenance activity in logs and
computer systems.

« Stay current with industry advancements, best practices, and
regulatory changes related to wastewater treatment.

« Learn to operate the sludge removal process and learn
laboratory practices.

Required Qualifications:
« High school diploma or equivalent.
« Strong work ethic and willingness to learn.
« Ability to work effectively in a team environment.
« Basic mechanical aptitude.
« Valid driver’s license and reliable transportation.
« Reside within 30 minutes of the facility for on-call emergencies.

Ideal Qualifications:

« Basic or advanced wastewater operator’s license in the
State of Wisconsin with any of the following subgrades:
Al,B,C,P D, L, and SS.

« Experience in wastewater treatment plant operations.

« Wastewater lab experience.

Compensation: Competitive wage with excellent benefits, Wisconsin
Retirement System, paid vacation, sick leave and clothing allowance.

Application Process: To apply for this position, please submit your
resumé, cover letter, and any relevant certifications or licenses to Jeff
Moyer, Wastewater Superintendent, at daneiowawwtf@gmail.com.
Interviews will be scheduled beginning the week of March 16.

EOE

Scott’s Custom Services ) {} POLARIS.
) The Way Out.

Scrap Metal Pickup
Junk Vehicles * Batteries * Appliances

& PARTS o SALES

Scott Shelstad « Owner « Mt. Horeb SERVICE
Please leave a Message
608-279-4227 RITCHIE IMPLEMENT, INC.

Barneveld 608-924-9711 « Cobb 608-623-2331

BARNEVELD
Will Pick up all types of metal. I

Rate: $13.00 for up to

10 words, additional words are
30¢ each. Ads must be paid in
advance by credit card by calling
608-767-3655; or at our central

office in Black Earth —
Finger Publishing, Inc.,
1126 Mills St., Black Earth

ADS WANTED

We are looking for highly motivated
business owners looking to advertize
job openings in this newspaper.

Inquire at our office: 608-767-3655

HIRING
DRIVERS &
TECHNICIANS

Republic Services
hiring CDL A & B
Drivers and Diesel
Technicians

Prairie du Sac, WI

R
)

d't‘b
REPUBLIC

SERVICES IN ACTION

SURPLUS SUDS

LAUNDROMAT & PET WASH

SUSTAINABILITY

= Competitive Pay

= Great Benefits-
PTO, 401(k),
ESPP

= Career
Advancement
Opportunities

NOW

HIRING

team to keep it running smoothly starting in March 2026.

assistance as needed

available (30+ hrs/week)

about yourself to Makenna@WisconsinSurplus.com

Facility & Maintenance Team Members
Surplus Suds — Mount Horeb, WI

Wisconsin Surplus is opening Surplus Suds, a brand-new laundromat, pet-wash,
and apartment facility in downtown Mount Horeb — and we’re building a small, reliable

Duties Include: Laundromat & pet-wash cleaning and daily upkeep; bathrooms, office, and
shop/warehouse custodial work; vending machine stocking; basic grounds care (mowing,
snow removal); apartment maintenance & handyman tasks; mail/parts runs and general

Qualifications: Organized, detail-oriented, and dependable with a friendly, positive atti-
tude; valid driver’s license and good driving record; able to be on your feet most of the
day; basic cleaning, maintenance, and handyman skills; ideally live in or near Mount Horeb

Pay & Benefits: $20.50/hr starting pay (60-day probationary period);
pay increase based on performance; 401(k) with 4% match; PTO and
paid holidays; yearly raises and end-of-year bonus; health insurance

Hours: 20-40 hours/week | Weekdays, weekends & some on-call

Apply Today: Email your resumé, desired hours, and a short paragraph

FROM STA

m Complete Design Department
Endless Print Capabilities

m Free Estimates

m Customer Satisfaction

For professional service contact us today!

Now part of the +

PUBLISHING, INC.

RINTING
-

T—\=

Berlin Journal Newspapers

920-361-1515 - 301 June Street, Berlin - printing@theberlinjournal.com

P4 newspaper group.




