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Two steps from state
Alex Chapman and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team won a WIAA Division 2 regional 

championship on Saturday and are now two wins away from state. The Vikings now 
face McFarland in a sectional semifinal Thursday at 7 p.m. at Evansville High School. 
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Village 
okays 

new 
zoning 

code

The March 4 Mount 
Horeb Village Board meet-
ing ended with the zon-
ing code rewrite and the 
approval of Ordinance 
2026-01. Trustees Marc 
Schellpfeffer motioned, 

continued on page 7

Mount Horeb High School 
band members are excitedly 
preparing for the 2026 Vi-
king Band Show. This year’s 
show will have the same fun 
atmosphere as past concerts 
and will feature the variety 
of musical acts and guest 
performances that audiences 
have come to expect from 
the annual event. The show 
is very student-driven, with 
students helping with every 
element and student leaders 
help plan the overall shape 
of the event and select the 
acts featured in the show. 
The event is also a chance 
for students to design and 
execute lighting and sound 

“The Greatest Band Show” takes place April 9-11 at 7:30 p.m. in the Mount Horeb High School Auditorium and 
will feature the special guest, Wurk (above). Photo by Shatter Imagery.

Wurk to be special guest 
at the Viking Band Show

continued on page 7

By Cathy Scott

Mount Horeb Mail

The political situation in 
Iran and the Middle East 
is evolving at a rapid pace. 
A special panel discussion 
exploring recent develop-
ments in the region will be 
held at the Mt. Horeb Public 
Library Monday, March 23 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Featuring experts from 
UW-Madison’s political 
science department, this 
evening will delve into the 
area’s history and complex 

dynamics and afford plenty 
of time for your questions.

The panel features:
Andrew Kydd, Professor 

of Political Science: Kydd’s 
research and expertise ad-
dresses international secu-
rity issues including nuclear 
weapons, terrorism, and pre-
ventive war.

Nadav Shelef, Harvey M. 
Meyerhoff Professor of Is-
rael Studies and Professor of 
Political Science: Shelef has 

an extensive background in 
studying and teaching   Is-
raeli and Middle East poli-
tics and society.

Jon Pevehouse, Profes-
sor of International Rela-
tions:  Pevehouse›s work 
focuses on American foreign 
policy, international trade, 
politics, and international 
diplomacy. 

Capt. Scott Mobely (US 
Navy, retired), Professor 
and Warship Captain:  Mo-

bely examines international 
security, civil-military rela-
tions and military operation. 

The evening will be 
chaired by  Yoshiko  Her-
rera, Professor of Political 
Science/International Rela-
tions.

No registration is needed. 
For more information about 
the library, its programs and 
services, visit  mhpl.org  or 
call 608-437-5021.

Understanding Iran

Yoshiko Herrera

There will be a
MOUNT HOREB
VILLAGE BOARD 

TRUSTEE
CANDIDATE FORUM

on Saturday, March 14
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in

the Cafeteria Commons at 
Mount Horeb High School.

The event is being sponsored by 
Mount Horeb Rotary, The Mount 

Horeb Mail, and Cathy Scott, and 
coordinated with the League of 

Women Voters. Check back soon
for more information.
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Mark your calendars! Our 
Summer Activity Guide 
will be sent out on March 
20th! It will be posted on 
our website and emailed to 
those who have signed up 
for marketing emails in their 
CivicPlus account. Don’t 
have your CivicPlus account 

set up yet? Don’t delay; it 
will make your registration 
much easier if your account 
is already created. The link 
to CivicPlus can be found on 
our website: mounthorebwi.
info/193/Recreation-Depart-
ment . 

•  Online registration 

will begin on March 23rd 
at 7:15 AM.

•  In-person registration 
will begin on March 24th 
at 7:15 AM.

Help your child explore 
their creativity in Little Folk 
Art Classes! These parent 
and child classes focus on 
process art, an approach that 
focuses on the creative ex-
perience rather than the final 
product. Classes include 
art play and sensory-based 
creativity stations! Classes 
take place Saturdays, April 
4 - April 18, in the Rec Dept 
Multipurpose Room. 1.5 
to 3 year olds create from 
9:30 to 10:15 am and 3 to 5 
year olds create from 10:45 
to 11:30 am. The class fee 
is $120 for residents and 
$130 for non-residents, and 
the registration deadline is 
March 30.

Learn babysitting 101! 
Our Babysitting Class will 
provide youth ages 10 to 15, 
who are planning to baby-
sit, with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to safely 
and responsibly give care 
for infants and children. 
This training will help par-
ticipants to develop lead-
ership skills, learn how to 
develop a babysitting busi-
ness, keep themselves and 
others safe, and help chil-
dren behave. Class is April 
11th from 9 am to 3 pm 
(30-minute lunch break). 
The cost is $95 for residents 
and $105 for non-residents. 
Register by April 6th!

New spring class just an-
nounced! Body Wise Yoga 
for ages 55+ beginning 
March 16! This 6-week 
yoga-based functional fit-
ness program is designed 

for active older adults or 
anyone seeking slower, 
more intentional movement. 
Each class blends gentle 
motion, balance practice, 
functional strength, and 
mindful breathing to help 
you feel stronger, more sta-
ble, and mobile! Chair sup-
port and modifications are 
always available. Classes 
are Mondays, 12:30 to 1:30 
pm, March 16 - April 27 (no 
class 3/30), in the Mount 
Horeb Rec Dept Multipur-

pose room. The class fee is 
$60 for residents and $70 
for non-residents. Sign up 
by March 13! 

UPCOMING REGIS-
TRATION DEADLINES:

3/10: Water Exercise 
Spring Session

3/13: Body Wise Yoga
3/30: Little Folk Art Stu-

dio
3/31: Fun with Volleyball 

(4th & 5th grade) 
4/6: Babysitting Class

ESTATE SALE
Holy Cross “St. Barnabas Parish”

410 Cramer St. Mazomanie, WI

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

•	 Large	selection	of	like	new	furniture,	decorative	items,	lines,	
kitchenware,	wicker,	lamps,	stereo,	records

•	 Women,	men,	boys	and	infant	clothing,	shoes,	boots
•	 Scrap	booking	supplies,	art	office	supplies,	books,	records,	
toys,	puzzles,	board	games

•	 Materials	for	quilting,	sewing	and	crafts,	collectibles,	antique	
furniture,	canning	jars

•	 Tools:	great	deals	wrenches,	hammers,	screwdrivers,	fishing,	
camping	equipment,	garden	items

March 19
March 20
March 21

8am - 6pm
8am - 5pm
8am - 12pm

140 Years Ago-
March 17, 1886
A big and healthy boy is a 

guest at the house of Lewis 
Gjesme, who arrived last 
Friday to stay. 

The nailing of a coat-tail 
to the seat on which his 
owner was residing created 
no small amount of amuse-
ment to the young rascles 
who partook of this rascality 
at Lindstrom’s sale.

An error occurred in our 
last issue, changing the name 
of Mr. Thosten Thompson 
to Thosten Peterson. We ac-
knowledge the great mistake 
in giving a man credit for 
something he is not entitled 
to, as in this case.

The tobacco warehouse 
at this place opened up for 
business this (Tuesday) 
morning with a half dozen 
men, who are engaged in 
sorting. Mr. I. O. Brickson, 
of Deerfield, has rented the 
warehouse and as far as reli-
ability is concerned it is of 
question but he is O.K.

The following is the pro-
gram for The Literary and 
Debating Society, “The 
Ocean and its Currents,” 
by H.G. Elliott. Teachers 
and others interested in the 
phenomena of our earth are 
invited to be present.

130 Years Ago-
March 12, 1896
 Bergh Bros. persist in 

being leaders in fruits. Lem-
ons 8¢ per doz., oranges 10 
cts. per doz., and all other 
fruits proportionately cheap 
for cash.

Who would now prefer 
the reestablishment of the 

credit system in the general 
stores at Mount Horeb, let 
him speak who would now 
presumably have had a store 
bill of about fifty or sixty 
dollars under the old rule.

The Epworth League of 
the Union church has in-
augurated a new plan as 
to their regular meetings. 
Every other Sunday evening 
will occur a regular meeting 
to which all are invited and 
on the intervening Satur-
day evening there will be a 
meeting for members only. 
This will occur the first of 
the Saturday evening meet-
ings, there being no meeting 
Sunday evening.

No preparation ever put 
on the market has given such 
universal satisfaction. It is 
not only a hair renewer and 
invigoration, but cleanses 
the scalp of all dandruff, 
leaving the hair soft, glossy 
and luxuriant. Sold by N.C. 
Evans.

120 Years Ago-
March 15, 1906
K.A. Huset left for Dav-

enport where he will be em-
ployed in a button factory.

August Bierd’s ‘phone 
is 133. His ‘phone was in-
stalled Saturday. Ring him 
up when you want painting 
or paperhanging done.

Carl Messersmith with his 
gasoline sawing outfit cut-
ting twenty cords of wood 
(two cuts) in four hours one 
day last week at the Kelly 
Hill cheese factory. Carl has 
a good rig and understands 
how to operate same and is 
having a good run cutting 
wood for the neighbors.

Ole Thompson died at the 
county farm Wednesday of 
last week, March 7th after a 
week’s sickness from pneu-

monia.
The barbershop at the Na-

tional has remained closed 
up to this time owing to the 
fact that the barber who was 
engaged failed to show up. 
A man from Chicago is ex-
pected this week.

110 Years. Ago-
March 17, 1916
We called on the business 

people of Blue Mounds last 
Saturday and found them all 
good-natured and busy.

K.K. Kjorlie of Barneveld 
made us his annual visit 
Monday while in our village 
and gave us some of the pre-
cious metal that makes the 
paper circulate.

Herman Helland has 
moved to Mt. Horeb tak-
ing his elegant new home 
bought from Erik Hagen, his 
telephone number is 247. He 
rented his farm to Joe John-
son.

Hillary McCaughey of 
Riley has had a hard time 
with an ulcerated throat.

Save money by bring-
ing your rags and rubbers 
to Jacob Levy, Mt. Horeb, 
Wis. Will pay for rags $2.50 
and $4.00 for rubber per 
hundred.

P.G. Dunlap had one of 
the new Edison Diamond 
Disk Phonographs placed 
in his home this week pur-
chased of Hook Bros. Piano 
Co. D.F. Kelliher making the 
sale. This makes the eighth 
of those Thos. A. Edison 
master inventions sold by 
Mr. Kelliher since Jan. 1st. 

100 Years Ago-
March 12, 1926
A Chicago corporation 

bought the 700 acres on the 
Blue Mounds summit last 

week of the Converse Estate 
for $35,000. It is very likely 
that this ideal and beautiful 
place will be used as a sana-
torium in the near future, 
several of the new owners 
being doctors. 

The County Nurses have 
been examining the school 
children this week. 

Miss Clara Miller is sew-
ing for Mrs. John Newman 
this week.

The Daleyville bus has 
not been operating for some 
time on account of the un-
certainty of the going. 

There is some talk 
going on about organiz-
ing a golf club in Mount 
Horeb. We hope some of 
our golf friends get behind 
this movement and push it 
along to completion. Al-
most all the towns around us 
have their clubs and Mount 
Horeb with its sports lovers 
certainly should get behind 
this effort.

Most factories will com-
ply with the state law and 
have their whey heated or 
boiled.

Miss Helga Moe, who is 
employed in Madison, came 
home Sunday because of the 
illness of her mother.

Over 30 members of the 
Modern Woodmen Camp 
of this village went to Dod-
geville last night and at-
tended a special meeting of 
the Woodmen there. 

90 Years Ago-
March 12, 1936
The Kroger Foundation, 

operators of the Kroger 
Stores, has rented the former 
Post Office site in the State 
Bank Building to be used as 
one of its Kroger Stores.

Miss Dorothy Grinde, 
daughter of A.J. Grinde, 

Mount Horeb, and Selmer 
Melland, Primrose, were 
married at Rockford, Ill. 
Feb. 24. 

Carl Paulson bought the 
Henry Steyer residence on 
Main Street, which he has 
been renting. 

Seventeen Mt. Horeb stu-
dents have enrolled in the 
University of Wisconsin 
this year, a recent survey of 
the geographic distribution 
of students revealed. The 
survey shows that 85 per-
cent of of the 9,065 enrolled 
in the State University this 
year come from Wisconsin 
homes. 

The Band Mothers will 
hold a food sale and lunch 
on Saturday, March 14th, 
in the basement of Hoff’s 
Store. The purchase of new 
uniforms makes it impera-
tive to raise a large sum of 
money in a short period of 
time, and it is hoped that all 
Band Mothers will donate 
as generously as conditions 
permit. 

80 Years Ago-
March 14, 1946
An 11-pound daughter 

was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip Helgeson, town of 
Blue Mounds, at a Madison 
hospital Saturday morning 
after a race with the stork 
over snowbound roads. 
Eight neighbor farmers suc-
ceeded in clearing a path to 
U.S. Highway 18 and Mrs. 
Helgeson was brought to 
the highway in a bob sled 
and was picked up by Po-
lice Officer James Lunde 
and driven to Dr. A. R. Kjer-
vick’s office and he took her 
to the hospital.

Esther Mae Campbell, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Claire Campbell, and Wil-

liam Hiltbrand, son of Mr. 
and Ms. Leo Hiltbrand, were 
married at the Barneveld 
Lutheran Church Sunday, 
March 3, by the Rev. E.R. 
Anderson.

50 years Ago-
March 11, 1976
The community is show-

ing signs of recovering from 
an ice storm, the worst natu-
ral disaster in its history, 
which swept into the area 
last week. By Thursday af-
ternoon, March 5, much of 
the electrical power was 
gone in the area and the 
telephone lines also went 
down. It was the start of a 
disaster that left every home 
dark and many farms with-
out utilities for over a week 
in some cases. 

The State Bank of Mount 
Horeb will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary with an open 
house on Sunday, March 14, 
1-5 pm. 

A son, Joel Lawrence, was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Law-
rence Hefty, Mount Horeb, 
on Friday, March 5, at Madi-
son General Hospital, Madi-
son.

20 Years Ago-
March 16, 2006
Mount Horeb was recog-

nized for its nine years as 
a Tree City USA and it has 
received a Growth Award in 
three of those nine years.

Mildred R. Thousand, 91, 
of Mount Horeb died on 
Thursday, March 9, 2006, at 
the Ingleside Nursing Home. 
Nancy Hodgson Sievers 
Vogel, 74, passed away on 
March 14, 2006.

Gleanings
By Barb Johnson

Mount Horeb Mail

Recreation Notes

HOW TO REGISTER: There are multiple ways to 
register for programs and activities.

Online (go to https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/
mhrd)

In-person at 105 N. Grove Street
Place completed registration form (found on Rec Dept 

website) and payment in 24-hour drop box 
Email completed registration form (found on Rec Dept 

website) and payment to mhrec@mounthorebwi.info
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Obituaries

Wilbert Joseph 
Hefty

July 25, 1931 - 
March 3, 2026

M O U N T 
HOREB – 
Wilbert Jo-
seph Hefty, 
age  94 , 
passed away on March 3, 
2026. He was born July 25, 
1931, to Herman and Loretta 
(Haag) Hefty. Willie gradu-
ated from Mount Horeb 
High School in 1949. He 
married Charlotte Virnig on 
June 18, 1955, at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Catholic Church, 
Cross Plains, Wis. They 
raised their family in Mount 
Horeb where they farmed 
for many years.

Willie was a charter 
member of the Knights of 
Columbus Council 10559 
in Mount Horeb and earned 
his 4th-degree and served 
as Grand Knight for many 
years. He served as Com-
mander and other officer 
positions in the American 
Legion Post 113. He also 
held officer positions in the 
Wisconsin Farmer’s Union. 
Willie had strong faith and 
was an active member of 
Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church, Perry, his entire life. 
He proudly served his coun-
try in the U.S. Navy during 
the Korean War. After serv-
ing four years, he returned 
to farming. In addition to 
farming, he worked for 27 
years as a mail carrier at the 

Mount Horeb Post Office 
and then worked at Lands’ 
End in Dodgeville and Pre-
mier Cooperative in Mount 
Horeb following his retire-
ment as a mail carrier. 

Willie enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, bowling, and gar-
dening. He was an avid 
Packers, Badgers, and 
Brewers fan. When we 
heard him yodel, we knew 
he was having a good day. 
One of the highlights of his 
life was making the trip with 
the Badger Honor Flight to 
Washington, D.C. His great-
est joy in life was his family.

Willie is survived by his 
loving wife, Charlotte, of 
70 years; his children, Deb 
(Leo) Warren, Steve (Judy), 
Gary (Thea), Tom (Sue), 
Ron (Dulce), and Sandy 
(Greg) Droster; nephew, 
Alan (Marcia) Virnig; 
grandchildren, Tim (Krisa) 
Warren, Rob (Lauren) War-
ren, Amy (Ryan) Czyze-
wski, Chad (Janelle) Hefty, 
Kayla Hefty, Lance (Alyssa 
Aschaker) Hefty, Kristina 
(Tony) Anderson, Cody 
Hefty, Brandi (Danny Vogt) 
Hefty, Nate Hefty, Heidi 
Droster, Neil Droster, and 
Karlei Droster; 10 great-
grandchildren; siblings, An-
geline Kiley, Marilyn Karn, 
Rita (Ron Reuter) Sailing, 
Dianne (Joe) Donlin, and 
Ken (Monica Boutelle) 
Hefty; brother-in-law, Peter 
(Joyce Little) Virnig; and 
sisters-in-law, Rosemary 
(Dave) Ballweg and Pat 
Hefty.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; great-grand-
daughter, Ava Czyzewski; 
and siblings and in-laws, 
Andy and Adella Buechner; 
Francis, Barbara, and Law-
rence Hefty; Warren Sail-
ing; Richard Karn; Kendall 
Kiley; James, Leona, Betty, 
Pug, Judy, Jerome, and 
Mary Virnig.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held at St. Ig-
natius Catholic Church, 109 
S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb, 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 12, 2026, with Fa-
ther Brian Dulli presiding. 
Visitation will be held at the 
church from 9 a.m. until the 
time of the Mass on Thurs-
day. Veterans Honor Guard 
will perform military rites at 
Calvary Cemetery following 
the Mass.

Memorials may be made 
to the Mount Horeb Ameri-
can Legion Post 113 or the 
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 10559.

Special thanks to the staff 
at Noel Manor, Verona, and 
Agrace HospiceCare for 
their unwavering support 
and care.

Online condolences may 
be made at  www.gunder-
sonfh.com.

Gunderson Camacho 
Mount Horeb 

Funeral & Cremation Care 
500 N. Eighth St. 
(608) 437-5077

 

Joyce Marie Wall
February 5, 1952 – 
February 27, 2026

 

MOUNT HOREB - Joyce 
Marie Wall, age 74, of 
Mount Horeb, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2026, at Agrace 
HospiceCare in Fitchburg. 
She was born on February 

5, 1952, in Marshfield, Wis., 
the daughter of Wilferd and 
Auralia (Wetzel) Atcher-
son. Joyce grew up on a 
dairy farm in Unity, Wis., 
alongside her sisters, June, 
Jan and Alice. Her mother 
instilled in her a deep be-
lief in education as a path 
to opportunity, while her 
father taught her practical 
skills - from auto mechanics 
to building and repairing al-
most anything. Those early 
lessons shaped Joyce’s in-
dependence, resilience, and 
lifelong curiosity.

Joyce began working as 
a car hop at A&W and a 
lifeguard in high school, 
developing a strong appre-
ciation for hard work and 
for the dignity of every job. 
Joyce earned her Bachelor 
of Science degree in teach-
ing from the University of 
Wisconsin–Eau Claire after 
completing studies in Med-
ford. She later completed 
her master’s degree at UW–
Stevens Point.

Joyce began her teaching 
career in Neillsville, later 
teaching in Appleton, New 
Jersey, and in the Wisconsin 
Rapids School District. She 
devoted the majority of her 
teaching career to the Mount 
Horeb School District, 
where she enjoyed educat-
ing fourth and fifth graders. 
She taught in Mount Horeb 
for 27 years. She had an ex-
traordinary gift as an educa-
tor. Joyce believed in every 
child, especially those who 
struggled. She motivated 
and encouraged students of 
all abilities, helping them 
discover their strengths and 
reach their potential. She 
welcomed families into the 
educational process and 
often drew on the wider 
community to support her 
students. Her dedication, 
creativity, and steady en-
couragement left a lasting 

impact on countless children 
and families.

During her years in Wis-
consin Rapids, Joyce took 
flight lessons and spent 
a memorable summer in 
Alaska - an experience that 
reflected her adventurous 
spirit and love of explora-
tion.

Joyce met her future hus-
band, Phil, in a characteris-
tically unforgettable way. 
Responding to a newspaper 
advertisement Phil placed to 
start a bicycle club, she ar-
rived at their first meeting in 
high heels, wearing a bright 
red hat, and introduced her-
self with playful confidence. 
What began as a shared 
interest soon grew into a 
deep partnership filled with 
laughter, energy, and devo-
tion. Together they built a 
life rich with adventure: 
bicycling, sailing, windsurf-
ing, camping, skiing, boat-
ing, entertaining friends, 
attending quilting gather-
ings, and embracing every 
opportunity to celebrate life.

Joyce brought warmth 
and light wherever she went. 
She had a remarkable way 
of making others feel seen 
and valued, often reminding 
people that they were beau-
tiful because she genuinely 
saw the beauty in them.

In retirement, Joyce re-
mained active and engaged. 
Mornings often began before 
dawn, enjoying the sunrise 
together before she set off 
on her daily bike rides along 
the Military Ridge Trail, 
where she formed friend-
ships with fellow riders and 
walkers. She continued to 
substitute teach whenever 
local schools needed her, al-
ways eager to help.

Joyce’s love of travel led 
her to work for Delta Air-
lines, taking advantage of 
travel opportunities to visit 
family and explore new 

places. She later worked as a 
medical escort, accompany-
ing patients internationally 
and traveling throughout the 
world. Together, Joyce and 
Phil enjoyed cruises in the 
Caribbean, as well as river 
and Mediterranean voyages 
- memories they treasured 
deeply.

Above all, Joyce loved her 
family. She is survived by 
her devoted husband, Phil 
Wall; her daughter, Brittany 
(Dean) Sanders; her son, 
Brennan (Michelle) Wall; 
her stepdaughter, Tracey 
(Conrad) Wall; her sisters, 
June (Melvin) Kloehn, Jan 
(Mike) Oestreich and Alice 
(Rob) Kellett. She will be 
remembered for her bound-
less energy, generous spirit, 
and the joy she brought into 
the lives of all who knew 
her.

A memorial service will 
be held at GUNDERSON 
CAMACHO MOUNT 
HOREB FUNERAL AND 
CREMATION CARE, 500 
N. Eighth St., Mount Horeb, 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 
21, 2026. Visitation will be 
held at the funeral home 
from 11 a.m. until the start 
of the service on Saturday.

The family extends heart-
felt gratitude to the compas-
sionate team of caregivers, 
Suzie, Jane, Gracie, and 
Sana and to UW Hospitals 
and Agrace HospiceCare in 
Fitchburg for their thought-
ful care during Joyce’s final 
weeks.

Online condolences may 
be made at  www.gunder-
sonfh.com.

 
Gunderson Camacho 

Mount Horeb
Funeral & Cremation Care

500 N. Eighth St.
(608) 437-5077

 

Sugar River Euchre
By Stan Hook

This article has the results 
for the past two weeks as 
I was out of town and was 
unable to provide the results 

for February 26 last week.

Feb 26th results: In the 
match between the Red 
Mouse Uff-da and J&M Bar 
River Rats, Paul and Jimmy 
Gehin scored this year’s 
low score of 59 points.  But 
both teams barely escaped 
recording this year’s first 
skunk. Uff-da’s Tom Mag-
nuson and John Bumgartner 
were held to just one point 
in the sixth frame as were 
River Rats Darrell Stork-
son and Tracy Funseth. 
The River Rats are now on 
the outside looking in.  Te-
amUff-da knocked off the 
River Rats by 29 points to 
win just their second match 
of the half.

Kurnik i ’s  Express 

couldn’t hold off the Klee-
man Hay Shakers and fell 
by 21 points.  Hay Shakers 
Barb Judd and Roger Trutt-
mann scored 117 points for 
the high score of the week.

The Sportsman’s Cheese 
Eaters won their first game 
of the half by taking down 
the Red Mouse Shufflers by 
2 points.  Shufflers Randy 
Skogen and Erik Massey 
scored 113 points.

The Norsk Pranksters 
pulled out a close one beat-
ing the Viking Trolls by just 
5 points.  Only one couple 
broke 100 point barrier in 
this match.  This was also 
the case in the match be-
tween the Norsk Cowboys 
and Kurniki’s Pipe Benders.  
The Cowboys margin of vic-

tory however was 32 points.

March 5th results: The 
Norsk Cowboys shot 60 
holes in Kurniki’s Express’ 
boilers to secure a tie for 
first place for the second 
half with the Kleeman Hay 
Shakers.  The Hay Shakers 
beat the Red Mouse Shuf-
flers in a close match by 14 
points to secure their place.  
Hay Shakers Jeff Judd and 
Roger Truttmann secured 
113 points for the win while 
opponents Loretta Herfel 
and Steve Vogt had 111 
points.  The Shufflers never 
led but were never down 
by more than 15.  A playoff 
match will be played be-
tween the Cowboys and the 
Hay Shakers at the Norsk 

Golf Club on March 19th to 
determine the second half 
winners.

In the match between the 
Sportsman’s Cheese Eat-
ers and the J&M Bar River 
Rats the score was close all 
night with both teams tak-
ing the lead at one point. 
The Cheese Eaters led by 
1 at the half. After 6 frames 
the River Rats led by 17 but 
the 7th frame was the turn-
ing point with the Cheese 
Eaters outscoring the River 
Rats to take the lead into the 
final frame. The River Rats 
won 3 out of 4 in the last 
frame but it wasn’t enough, 
the Cheese Eaters won by 7 
points to win their second 
match of the half and to 

knock the River Rats out of 
the race for first place.

The Norsk Pranksters 
traveled to Kurniki’s in Pine 
Bluff in their attempt to tie 
for a first-place spot. But 
with Pipe Benders captain 
Jerome Krantz and partner 
Derek Schmitz scoring 112 
points and the other three 
Pipe Benders couples scor-
ing over 100 points it was 
the end of the Pranksters 
hopes.  The Pipe Benders 
won by 68 points.

This week’s high score 
of 116 points recorded by 
Trolls Jeff Gassman and 
Kurt Wedig helped the the 
Viking Trolls take down the 
Red Mouse Uff-das by 9 to 

continued on page 7
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C o m m u n i t y  S u p p e r

SEPTEMBER 19
5:30 – 6:30 pm

Mt Horeb Community Center
107 N. Grove St

For more info: 
mhcommunitysupper@gmail.com 

Or visit us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/mhcommunitysupper

“All are welcome to a free meal”

Thank you Neighbors Helping Neighbors for your partnership and support.Thank you Neighbors Helping Neighbors for your partnership and support.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17
Serving 5:15 - 6:15 PM
Mt. Horeb Community Center

107 N. Grove St.
Reserve your In-person or Takeout Meals

By Sunday, March 14

CALL: Dee 608-437-4576
or Susan 608-437-5765

All are welcome to a free meal

This meal is sponsored by St. Ignatious Catholic Church.

Consider this alternative...
Single Premium Deferred Annuity

No Stock Market Risk
4.00% guaranteed for 1 year-
4.25% guaranteed for 2 years
5.00% guaranteed for 3 years 
5.25% guaranteed for 5 years
$10,000 Minimum ($5,000 minimum for IRAs)
Monthly interest income or tax deferred option

The Investment Center
at

Farmers Savings Bank 
305 Doty St., Mineral Point, WI  53565

608-987-5020 or 608-987-5024
Underwritten by ELCO Mutual Life & Annuity. Rates subject to change.

Not a deposit. Not FDIC-insured. Not insured by any federal government 
agency. Not guaranteed by the institution. May go down in value.
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Village leaders make the case for TIF

Other than the primary 
focus of the zoning code, 
the March 4 Village Board 
meeting included nine items 
on the consent agenda, a 
presentation on Tax Incre-
ment Financing (TIF), and 
consideration of the TIF In-
centive Request for the JT 
Klein Multi-Family project 
at 101 Perimeter Road (prior 
Karakahl Country Inn).

Consent Agenda
Traffic patterns for Acad-

emy Street will completely 
change this July until Au-
gust 2027 due to construc-
tion at the Primary Center.  
Academy will become a 
one-way street from S. Sec-
ond to S. Fourth, with one 
lane for student drop-off and 
the other for ongoing traffic.  
Barriers will be put up as a 
safety precaution.  Prior to 
the approval of this in the 
consent agenda, the Village, 
School, Public Services and 
Pellitteri Waste agreed with 
the Plan. Those living in the 
area will be notified of the 
change before it is imple-
mented.

A Preliminary Draft 
Resolution was approved 
authorizing Special Assess-
ments for 2026 street proj-
ects for South First Street 
from Carver to Front Streets 
as well as for Henry Street 

from Parkway to South First 
Street. Both streets will get 
new pavement, curb and 
gutter, as well as spot re-
pairs of existing sidewalks.  
New sidewalks will be in-
stalled where they do not 
exist.  Homeowners will be 
charged fifty percent of side-
walk removals and repairs 
and twenty-five percent for 
new sidewalk installation.  
Prior to work beginning, 
there will be a Public Hear-
ing for all affected home-
owners.  In addition to the 
Hearing date and time being 
published twice in the Mount 
Horeb Mail, a letter will be 
sent to the homeowners with 
the information.

The annual Street Use 
Permit for the Frolic parade 
route was approved for Sun-
day, June 14th.  Typically, 
eighty to ninety local units 
participate in the popular 
event.

Other than the approval 
of various meeting minutes, 
the consent agenda also in-
cluded approval of the Reso-
lution for a Conditional Use 
Permit for cultivation of 
fruit trees in an R-1 zoning 
district.

Removed from the con-
sent agenda was consid-
eration of a compensation 
study bid brought forth by 
the Finance and Person-
nel Committee.  Chair Ben 
Jones said the item was ta-

bled until later.

Talking TIF
Kristen Fish-Peterson, 

our Economic Development 
Consultant, presented a 
video presentation promot-
ing TIF, saying improve-
ments made to both homes 
and businesses located in 
TIF 5 (downtown), the bene-
fits of a TIF, its nuances and 
the yet approved TIF 6 ask 
from developer JT Klein.

While some critics say 
TIF is a way for wealthy 
land developers to avoid 
paying their fair share in 
taxes, and that it is a mecha-
nism through which local 
government can essentially 
use public funds to sub-
sidize unwanted develop-
ment, Fish-Peterson praised 
its use, providing a list of 
reasons she believes TIF is 
good for the village and its 
economy. 

Fish-Peterson said there 
are a few misconceptions 
about TIFs, with the two 
main myths “my taxes are 
going to go up” followed by 
“developers are just looking 
for a handout.”  Neither are 
true, she contended.  Fish-
Peterson  said that taxes 
will not go up as TIF is a 
self-funding vehicle as new 
projects pay for all activity 
within the Tax Increment 
District (TID). 

Examples of the activi-
ties in TIF 5, located in the 
downtown area TID, be-
cause of the TIF incentive 
given to Duluth Trading are: 
twenty-one residential im-
provements in the last three 
years made through the an-
nual home improvement 
grant program, twelve com-
mercial properties improved 
by façade improvements 
and loans over the last three 

years for $130,000 for proj-
ect improvements totaling 
$595,000, and lastly, com-
pleted Front Street recon-
struction, including burying 
utility poles underground.

To qualify for a TIF re-
quest, developers must 
prove that without help 
from the Village, the proj-
ect would not occur.  This is 
called the “but for” test.  De-
velopers are required to pro-
vide proformas, sources and 
uses to ensure there is a gap 
in the project budget.  The 
materials provided by the 
developer are analyzed by 
Village staff and contracted 
professionals and then re-
viewed and approved by the 
Community Development 
Authority (CDA).

After thanking Fish-Pe-
terson for her presentation, 
Ben Jones opined he thinks 
the Village has made great 
use of TIF in the past and 
will probably continue to do 
so, but he said “I don’t love 
when people put a strong 
emphasis on what is a tax 
credit versus a direct public 
expenditure…the village is 
funded by tax on the value 
of property so it is a rebate to 
developers when we do pay 
as you go and it is impor-
tant and worth noting that 
this is money that otherwise 
would be coming to the vil-
lage if the project had been 
built….. It is not like magic 
money; it is money that is 
going to the developer.  It is 
important to frame it in the 
right way.” 

Marc Schellpfeffer ex-
pressed his opinion on TIF, 
saying, “I see TIF as being 
more of a long-range look at 
things, making a long-term 
range versus what can I get 
today but what can I get in 
ten years or fifteen years that 

may take a little bit of an in-
centive and assistance from 
the Village. It is a great tool, 
and I hope that we continue 
to use it judiciously.”

New Multi-Family 
Development 
Consideration of the JT 

Klein $7,000,000 tax incen-
tive for TID 6 was approved, 
meaning demolition of the 
Karakahl property should 
begin shortly. Two buildings 
will be constructed, one with 
forty-nine units at market 
rate and the other with forty-
one units for income based 
senior housing.  

Farwell to Nic Owen
During President Ryan 

Czyzewski’s report, he an-
nounced Jon Hochkam-
mer, an associate of Public 
Administration Associates, 
LLC located in West Bend, 
WI has been hired as the 
interim Village Administra-
tor, while his firm begins 
the recruitment process for a 
full-time Administrator for 
Mount Horeb.  Hochkam-
mer starts his new assign-
ment here on March 23 and 
brings a wealth of experi-
ence, having served both 
in administrator roles as 
well as in elected positions, 
Czyzewski said. He served 
as the Verona Mayor from 
2006-2018.  Advertising for 
Owen’s job will begin on 
March 17, with April 9 as 
the application deadline.

Czyzewski thanked Nic 
Owen, Village Administra-
tor for all he brought to the 
Village during his ten years 
of service, saying, “This is 
your last meeting, buddy. I 
was on the hiring committee 
when he got hired,……he’s 
dealt with all the ups and 
downs, his communication 
skills with both the Village 
Board and staff, his profes-
sionalism, he is ethical, he 
has helped prevent legal is-

sues, he is supportive of the 
board and staff.”  Ending 
his tribute, Czyzewski said, 
“Your skills and personality 
are going to be missed…I 
think you have put a good 
stamp of the culture of 
Mount Horeb that is [on] a 
good path.” 

Owen’s last day with 
Mount Horeb was March 
10 as he departed for Green 
County as its first adminis-
trator.  

In response to Czyze-
wski’s recognition, Owen 
said, “Thank you. I appre-
ciate that. I cannot believe 
I have been here ten years.  
That is wild. There are times 
I feel like I have been here 
thirty years, and other times 
not even five years.  I really 
enjoyed my time here; it is a 
great community. I feel like 
I found it (Mount Horeb) in 
good condition and I feel 
like I am leaving it in better 
condition than I found it.  I 
have had my chance to hire 
and promote many of our 
department heads so I am 
leaving it in good shape, in 
good hands so it (the Vil-
lage) will go off without 
missing a beat.  It is a great 
opportunity for someone to 
come in and put their vision 
in it and put some new eyes 
on it.”

Voter Turnout 
February 17
Alyssa Gaffney, Village 

Clerk, reported the statis-
tics for the Spring Primary 
election, stating there were 
1085 votes cast, of which 
256 were absentee voters. 
This represents 18.4 percent 
of eligible voters and 20 
percent of registered voters.  
Early voting for the April 
7 Spring Election begins 
weekdays Tuesday, March 
24 – April 3, 9-3pm and 
Saturday, April 4, 10-2pm at 
Village Hall on the second 
floor. 

By Cathy Scott

Mount Horeb Mail

Hochkammer named interim village administrator as Owen departs
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Freedom Forum

Sunshine Week is March 15-21, and there’s an even greater need to get involved
By Gene Policinski
Sunshine Week annu-

ally celebrates freedom of 
information laws in every 
state. It also salutes efforts 
by good government advo-
cates and journalists to use 
and ensure the effectiveness 
of those laws to get the in-
formation we need  as self-
governing citizens.

The name is a play on the 
commonsense words spoken 
more than a century ago by 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis, that “Sun-
light is said to be the best of 
disinfectants.”

Brandeis’ remark was not 
made in a court opinion. It 
was in a 1913 article pub-
lished in the news maga-
zine Harper’s Weekly. Along 
with its observations on 
American culture and 
events,  Harper’s  was part 
of the “muckraking” news 
era, with journalists holding 
business and government 
accountable for corruption, 
waste and illegal activity.

As a special treat during 
each Sunshine Week, we 
get to see current examples 
of news reporting on behalf 
of the public, the type of 
journalism that the nation’s 
founders had in mind when 
they adopted strong First 
Amendment protection for a 
free press.

Sunshine Week was 
started in 2005 by the Amer-
ican Society of News Edi-
tors. The Joseph L. Brechner 
Freedom of Information 
Project at the University of 
Florida College of Journal-
ism and Communications is 
coordinating Sunshine Week 
for the first time this year.

Each year, we celebrate 
the thousands of local, state 
and national print, TV, radio 
and online reports that tell 
us what the government or 
others are doing and how 
they are doing it; reports 
that explore and expose oth-
erwise-unseen information 
we need to know to make 
good decisions at the ballot 
box, when petitioning for 

change or simply things we 
should know about our com-
munities.

Just a few examples, 
from a 2023  New York 
Times report:

In the Hunter Hills neigh-
borhood of Atlanta, idle 
freight trains blocked a main 
road, sometimes for more 
than 30 hours, potentially 
blocking ambulances and 
fire trucks.

In Colorado, a libertarian 
“food freedom” movement 
has re-energized a long bat-
tle over the safety of unpas-
teurized milk.

A city manager in Du-
Bois, Pennsylvania, gave 
himself raises and allegedly 
took hundreds of thousands 
of taxpayer dollars.

After bus issues caused 
school closures in Jefferson 
County, Kentucky, two re-
porters followed one school 
bus trying to complete an 
impossible route.

An investigative report 
of wage theft in New York 
State uncovered rampant 
abuse in the horse racing in-
dustry, with repeat offenders 
owing workers more than 
$4.4 million.

But this year as we cel-
ebrate that work being done 
on behalf of democracy, 
there is an increasingly 
needed partner in that work: 
You and your support for 
local journalists.

The number of journalists 
continues to plummet, from 
more than 75,000 newsroom 
jobs in 2005 to 31,860 in 
2022, according to the Me-
dill Local News Initiative. 
Far too many of us now 
live in “news deserts,” areas 
across the nation where not 
a single news outlet exists.

Medill reported that in 
2023, that out of 3,143 
counties nationwide, 204 
counties had no newspa-
pers, local digital sites, 
public radio newsrooms or 
ethnic publications, and an-
other 228 counties were at 
substantial risk of losing all 
local news media.

Even where there are es-
tablished news media out-
lets, economic pressures 
have resulted in staff cuts 
that mean there is less cov-
erage of local government 
institutions like the city 
council, school board and 
local courts.

We need to face the fact 
that there just aren’t enough 
journalists to do the job of 
monitoring and reporting on 
government, business and 
others.

To be sure, journalists 
and free press advocates are 
working to cut those losses 
and to buttress the flow 
of information to the pub-
lic. There are new projects 
to fund local reporting or 
produce statewide or local 
reports, including the Amer-
ican Journalism Project; the 
Indiana Local News Ini-
tiative; Signal, a nonprofit 
organization in Ohio; and 
Houston Landing, a recently 
launched Texas publication.

Among notable national 
efforts: Freedom Forum 
funds two reporters, in 
Tennessee and Florida, in 
partnership with Journal-
ism Funding Partners, who 
are dedicated to the First 
Amendment beat. The Len-
fest Institute for Journalism 
provides tools and resources 
for local journalism leaders. 
The Knight Foundation has 
been a longtime advocate 
and supporter of efforts to 
energize local news outlets 
and nonprofit journalism 
operations.

Student-operated news 
media at several universi-
ties are reporting on their 
communities as well as their 
campuses. Student journal-
ists are sometimes providing 
the only full-time reporting 
in some communities. In-
novative nonprofit state-
wide news operations such 
as Wisconsin Watch, South 
Dakota News Watch and 
The Maine Monitor report, 

investigate and examine is-
sues in their states.

But even with all those 
long-term and new initia-
tives, more help is needed. 
Let’s turn again to Brandeis, 
who according to an article 
by the Sunlight Foundation 
in 2009, said in that Harp-
er’s article, “The individual 
citizen must in some way 
collect and spread the 
information” through civic 
groups and the press, which 
he believed would lead to 
“remedial action.”

This does not necessarily 
mean filing a Freedom of 
Information request. There 
are ways to help hold gov-
ernment accountable beyond 
this direct action.

Whether you are red or 
blue, progressive or con-
servative, Democrat, Re-
publican or independent, 
you need to support those 
who do that investigative 
work on a daily basis.

Get behind and get en-

gaged with those who use 
Freedom of Information 
laws and shoe-leather jour-
nalism to bring you the facts 
required for real self-gover-
nance. Take that that infor-
mation and make up your 
own minds about the con-
cerns of the day where you 
live – and perhaps give the 
national pundit class a rest.

Open your eyes, your 
minds – and, yes, perhaps 
your wallets too – and bring 
a little sunlight into your life. 
Celebrate Sunshine Week. 
Justice Brandeis would be 
pleased, and you and your 
fellow citizens will be better 
off for the effort.

Gene Policinski is a vet-
eran multimedia journalist 
and First Amendment ad-
vocate. This is an updated 
version of a 2024 column 
written by Policinski, who is 
one of the founding editors 
of USA TODAY and senior 
fellow for the First Amend-
ment at Freedom Forum.

Church stand-off 
ends peacefully

A tense situation at a local church ended 
without anyone being harmed last week. It 
began when an armed individual – who wit-
nesses said was in a mental health crisis - en-
tered Springdale Lutheran Church on Friday. 
Someone there called law enforcement out of 
concern for his wellbeing, said Elise Schaf-
fer, the Dane County Sheriff’s Office’s Public 
Information Officer.

“It ended up being a situation where he was 
kind of held up inside the church for several 
hours while our deputies talked to him, and 
eventually, he came out,” she explained. The 
individual was transported to an area hospital 
for evaluation, but no one was injured in the 
event. 

First Lady Abigail Adams Visits Library 3/19, 
Part One of American Time Travelers Series

As America celebrates its 250th birthday, 
have you ever wished you could step back 
in time –and meet the characters who popu-
late our history books? The Mount Horeb 
Public Library and Driftless Historium are 
partnering to make it possible! 

“Visions and Voices of Early America” is 
a two-part, first-person program where your 
entire family can chat and shake hands with 
Abigail Adams, wife and business partner 
of second President John Adams, and Mark 
Tully as a British soldier who travelled 
Wisconsin’s waterways during the Revolu-
tionary War. 

On Thursday, March 19 at 1:00 p.m., 
Mount Horeb Public Library (105 Perim-
eter Road) will host noted historical inter-
preter Jessica Michna as Abigail Adams. 

Abigail will look back the now-famous 
and much-studied era of revolution and 
uncertainty—through the lens of a young 
woman, just married. She reminisces about 
friendships forged in France and England 
as a diplomat’s wife, the divisive election 
of 1880, her capable management of the 
family farm, and the early days of Wash-
ington, D.C., as seen from the windows of 
an unfinished White House. 

Jessica Michna is a former UW lecturer 
and researcher with a degree in theater 
arts. Her company, “First Impressions,” 
has brought seventeen historic figures to 
venues across America for over 25 years. 
In 2016, she was awarded the Presidential 
Service Center’s Distinguished Service 
Award for her riveting portrayals of First 

Ladies—including Abigail Adams!  
Looking ahead: on Thursday, April 9 at 

6:00 p.m., historian and longtime reenactor 
Mark Tully will visit the Driftless Histo-
rium (100 S 2nd St, Mount Horeb) in cos-
tume and character, and present “Redcoats 
in Wisconsin.” Mark will bring history to 
life and regale the audience with the true 
story of the British military’s Revolution-
ary era forays into the Wisconsin frontier 
and how it shaped the region’s develop-
ment. 

“Visions and Voices” sessions are free 
and family-friendly. Reservations are not 
required. For more information call 608-
437-6486 or email mthorebahs@gmail.
com.
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Good News Lutheran Church
- WELS 

9975 Pepper Dr, Mt Horeb
Pastor Jonathan Bauer

Thursday Worship: 6:30 pm
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
Sunday School and Bible

Study: 10:15 am
608-437-4646

GoodNewsLC.org
Immanuel Lutheran- ELCA 
310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb

608-437-8733
10am Sunday Worship
www.immanuelmh.org/

1st Steps Childcare
608-218-4425

Mt. Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran Church – ELCA 

315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org

5 pm Saturday Worship
9 am Sunday Worship

Mt. Horeb United Methodist  
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org

Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ 

1693 Washington St. Verona
608-832-6677

Sunday Worship, in-person and
on Facebook Live, 10:15 am

Bible Study 9am-10am
We are an Open and Affirming

Congregation
New Hope Evangelical Free

Church 
639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb

Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

Perry Lutheran Church
ELCA 

1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294

Sunday Worship 9:00 am
www.

perrylutheranchurchelca.org
Springdale Lutheran Church 

2752 Town Hall Rd.
608-437-3493

Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th

Sundays of the month at 10am
twosteeples.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish 

~St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb

608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am

Tuesday, 5:30 pm,
Thurs-Friday, 8:00 am;

Sat. 5:00 pm
~Holy Redeemer Catholic

Church
10070 Spring Valley Dr.,

Mount Horeb
Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA 

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515

www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church 

2962 Church St., Blue Mounds
608-437-3493

Pastor Jim Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th

Sunday of the month, 10 am
twosteeples.org

CHURCH NOTES

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
608-622-4460 • seanjdlawns@gmail.com608-622-4460 • seanjdlawns@gmail.com

MOWING SEASON 
IS APPROACHING!

Serving the areas of:
• Mount Horeb
• Blue Mounds

Mount Horeb United 
Methodist Church is plant-
ing a native pollinator 
garden this spring on its 
property along State High-
way 78 and is inviting in-
dividuals to donate plants 
through the Plant Dane Na-
tive Plant Program. 

Pollinators are essential to 
the environment. According 
to Extension Dane County, 
UW- Madison, an estimated 
87 percent of flowering 
plants globally rely on pol-
linators that visit flowering 
plants and transfer pollen 
from flower to flower, thus 
aiding plant reproduction. 
Pollinators include bees, 
butterflies, hummingbirds 
and other insects. Unfor-
tunately, these populations 
have declined due to habitat 

loss, nutritional deficiency, 
pests, pathogens, insecti-
cides and extreme weather 
events. 

Native wildflowers onsite 
will offer food and shelter 
for pollinator species, which 
will benefit the church’s 
nearby Community Produce 
Gardens that grow tomatoes, 
peppers, cucumbers, and 
squash for area food pan-
tries and others in the com-
munity. 

The church has a 500-
plant donation goal. To 
donate plants, visit https://
ripple-effects.com/Order/
Donate, select Mount Horeb 
United Methodist Church 
and select the number of 
plants to donate. Plants cost 
$3 each and must be ordered 
in multiples of four. The 

deadline to donate to the 
project is March 17. 

“One of the social princi-
ples of the United Method-
ist Church is care for God’s 
creation – plants, animals, 
and people,” said Donna 
Sefton, trustee chair at 
Mount Horeb UMC. “This 
initial 20-by-25 foot wild-
flower plot will also serve as 
a demonstration and educa-
tional site, easily accessible 
to the public where people 
can learn about the plants, 
their benefits, and protecting 
pollinators.” 

In 2027, Mount Horeb 
UMC plans to seed ap-
proximately one acre of the 
church grounds with native 
prairie wildflowers to fur-
ther show its commitment to 
establishing a sustainable, 
healthy ecosystem on the 
church property. 

“Individuals donating 
plants will support pollina-
tors and enable the growth 
of fresh, healthy produce 
to those in need during this 
time of food insecurity,” 
Sefton added. 

The church is also seek-
ing volunteers to help pre-
pare and plant the site and 
construct three new raised 

beds with a grant it received 
last year from the Mount 
Horeb Community Founda-
tion. “These would be great 
projects for scouts to earn 
their conservation badges, 
for students to obtain service 
hours, or for anyone wanting 
to contribute to the commu-
nity.”  

Located at the corner of 
highways S and 78, Mount 
Horeb United Methodist 
Church has been serving 
Mount Horeb and the sur-
rounding community for 
more than 170 years. As a 
Reconciling Congregation, 
Mount Horeb UMC cel-
ebrates the inclusive love 
of Christ and embraces the 
image of God in all human-
ity regardless of sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or 
expression, age, race, sex, 
ability, ethnicity, education, 
faith tradition, family struc-
ture, political affiliation, so-
cial class, physical or mental 
health. All are welcome to 
attend worship in person or 
online Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
Go to www.umcmh.org for 
more information.

MOUNT HOREB UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PLANTING ONSITE POLLINATOR GARDEN 

Church Invites Individuals to Donate Plants Through 
Plant Dane Native Plant Program

On Friday March 6 the Mount Horeb American Legion Auxiliary assisted the Mount Horeb American Legion 
Color Guard at the Mount Horeb Highschool Boys Basketball game. This may be the 1st known Color Guard ap-
pearance the Mount Horeb American Legion Auxiliary has ever participated in.  Front row is Connie York, Legion 
Auxiliary, Dave York, Wade Kubina, Paul Hodgson and Jerry Hook all Legion members.

On a recent Friday af-
ternoon, just before mis-
siles and bombs of fear and 
anger started flailing, yet 
again, across the Middle 
East, I drove to the Drift-
less Area of Iowa, for some 
fishing. God bless the Big 
Rock Candy Mountains of 
Iowa, where the season to 
woo trout in the solace of its 
streams never closes. 

I drove a quiet back road, 
following one of my favorite 
waters, along an unfamiliar 
stretch I’d not fished before, 
reconnoitering. The day was 
mild and fine, made even 
finer by the prospect of soon 
standing in flowing water 
and searching for the spot-
ted Grails we call trout.  I 
eventually came to an old 
steel truss bridge, such 
beauties still being found in 
this part of Iowa, and pulled 
over to take the measure of 
the stream. As I stood at the 
bridge’s railing and peered 
into the water below, I was 
somewhat startled to realize 
there was a young woman, 
a girl of perhaps fourteen, 
fishing from the bank near 
the foot of the bridge, just 
a few dozen feet away. We 
exchanged pleasantries and 
notes on the state of trout 
fishing that afternoon, and I 
left her in peace and drove 

on. 
Although our interaction 

lasted less than a minute, I 
felt an afterglow the rest of 
the day. It made for a most 
memorable day of fishing, 
on what, it turned out, was a 
somewhat marginal day for 
fish. I don’t know this girl’s 
story, and I don’t know why 
she wasn’t in school on this 
winter early afternoon. But 
here she was, not at home 
on Facebook or Tik-Tok or 
gaming online. From some-
where she walked (or maybe 
biked) to the stream to trout 
fish, alone. And I thought, 
here’s a special person I’ll 
wager. 

As I pondered the im-
pression that the encounter 
made on me, I realized that 
few things I’ve seen of late 
gave me so much hope for 
the future as briefly meeting 
this fisher girl, with her clear 
love of being in the world, 
the true world. At least for 
one afternoon, she chose to 
come to a place where Mark 
Zuckerberg or Jeff Bezos or, 
who knows, perhaps bullies 
online or at school, couldn’t 
touch her. And in doing so, 
she touched me. 

You can follow Bill 
(“Bird”) Robichaud along 
on Substack at “A Bird in 
the Driftless Bush.”

A Bird in the 
Driftless Bush

By William Robichaud

A Bird in the Bush

Can fishing  save the world?

Legion Auxiliary takes part in Color Guard

Do you want to explore 
your family’s history but 
don’t know where to start? 
Learn how to launch your 
genealogy project at the Mt. 
Horeb Public Library Satur-
day, March 21 at 10am. Join 
Rebecca Hopman from the 
Wisconsin Historical Soci-

ety as she demonstrates how 
to build a solid foundation 
for a successful family his-
tory project, from setting 
goals to gathering and ana-
lyzing records to sharing the 
results of your hard work. 
You’ll also discover how to 
leverage the Wisconsin His-

torical Society’s extensive 
collections and services in 
the course of your research.  
Rebecca Hopman is the Ge-
nealogy Services Librarian 
at the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, where she helps 
people discover their fam-
ily stories. She lectures on a 

variety of topics, including 
genealogy, oral history, and 
historical research.  No reg-
istration needed. Free. For 
more information about the 
library, its programs and ser-
vices, visit mhpl.org or call 
608-437-5021.

Learn how to get started in geneology
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Sarah Best seconded, to 
approve the Ordinance in-
cluding amendments.  The 
motion was unanimously 
approved.  Although Trustee 
Jason Fendrick was not in at-
tendance, Nic Owen, Village 
Administrator, read his pre-
pared comments throughout 
the meeting.  

To get to the final vote, 
first there was an explana-
tion of the fifteen points of 
potential discussion in the 
final draft given by Sonja 
Kruesel, an Associate Plan-
ner from Vandewalle, six 
public commenters, a hearty 
discussions among the trust-
ees on some of the fifteen 
items, resulting in seven 
amendments to the recom-
mendations to the Village 
Board from the Plan Com-
mission (PC) February 25, 
2026 meeting. 

Public comments
Stephen Sopcak suggested 

the DMU includes building 
setbacks to allow for creativ-
ity and reducing the building 
height to two stories.

Ellen Myers requested a 
building height of two sto-
ries on Main Street and three 
stories off Main Street.

Jeff Grundahl questioned 
why his request was denied 
for the Future Land Use 
(FLU) map, to change the 
current zoning of Light In-
dustrial to Multi-Family for 
130 S. First Street. If this 
is a FLU map, why does it 
include current uses?  To 
allow the change now, it 
would result in less cost and 
less time.

Aaron Thomas gave “hats 
off” to the PC for the off 
Main Street height recom-
mendation, questioned why 
some PC members felt there 
would be no transition zone 
in the downtown area off 
Main Street where there 
are existing multi-family 
units, and questioned why 
the zoning code caps itself 
with height and parking re-
striction in the DMU.  He 

reminded the board that 
Finance & Personnel is 
working with Baird & Co. 
to create a financial man-
agement plan to get the Vil-
lage financial house in better 
condition, saying density 
helps with taxes (revenue).  
Thomas feels his age de-
mographic (he is 30) is un-
derrepresented (in planning 
purposes) and feels it is im-
portant to speak on behalf of 
this group.

Michelle Kelley sug-
gested we promote the 
downtown as a heritage and 
tourism district and have 
a maximum on residential 
units within the DMU, al-
lowing for larger develop-
ments throughout the rest of 
the Village. She emphasized 
she is happy with many of 
the larger developments 
in town, such as Karakahl, 
the pocket neighborhoods, 
etc. but firmly disagrees 
with lack of density on the 
downtown when our Vision 
Statement and Comp Plan 
promote keeping Mount 
Horeb’s history. 

Cathy Scott questioned 
the thinking of removing 
density limits in residen-
tial units in the Downtown 
Mixed Use (DMU). 

Before moving to the in-
dividual PC recommenda-
tions. President Czyzewski 
gave his analysis on why 
the PC recommended no 
density requirements within 
the DMU. He said there are 
two standards for building 
density.  One is the general 
State standard, which is nu-
merical, based on the square 
footage of the lot and the 
other is form based. Form 
based allows for greater 
flexibility and creativity, 
where height and parking 
are not predetermined.  The 
building is capped by what 

the parcel can accommo-
date.

Per the suggestion of 
Bryan Kleinmaier, Village 
Attorney, recommended 
prior to 1726-01 Ordinance 
approval or denial, items 
requesting a change to the 
those recommend by the PC, 
be discussed and voted on 
separately as amendments 
to the Ordinance.  The items 
were a result of elected of-
ficials asking for modifica-
tions to a few sections of the 
code as written. 

Following is the list of 
fifteen discussion items. 
Unless questioned, the item 
will appear as recommend-
ed by the PC and included in 
the rewritten Chapter 17 of 
the Municipal Code of Or-
dinances, Zoning Code and 
Official Zoning Map.

1.) Downtown Height on 
Main Street is 40’/3 stories 
for all properties abutting 
and north of Main St.  A 
minimum articulation every 
40 feet of building length

2.) Downtown Height off 
Main Street.  50’/4 stories, 
with no stepback.  Trustee 
Schellpfeffer recommended 
buildings have the same 
restrictions on parking and 
height yet allow the build-
ing height to be 60’/5 stories 
with a stepback.  He opined 
the Duluth building is over 
60’, the upcoming Steve 
Brown apartment building 
is 5 stories, and there remain 
few properties in that area 
for development.  Allow-
ing the larger building will 
make it more economically 
viable for the developer, 
thus, perhaps, result in few-
er TIF incentive requests. 
Trustee Jones said he is 
in favor of the 50’/4 story 
recommendation, saying 
this can be revisited after 
the completion of the Steve 

Brown apartments.  The Vil-
lage Board agreed to the PC 
recommendation.

3.) Downtown minimum 
parking should be 1.2 spac-
es per unit for any 6+ resi-
dential unit building.

4.) Downtown side/rear 
yard setback recommen-
dation is minimum of 0’ 
to maximum of 10’ with 
a maximum of 24’ if mid-
block parcel needs access.

5.) Downtown Mixed Use 
(DMU) recommendation is 
minimum 30’ ground floor 
nonresidential or 40% of the 
lot depth from the right-of-
way, whichever is greater.  
If it is a corner lot with dou-
ble frontage, only one street 
facing side is required.

Trustee Ben Jones want-
ed changes in Article III: 
Land Use Regulations, Sec-
tion 17.03.08, 2 relating to 
the Downtown Mixed Use 
(DMU) District.  To sepa-
rate each into an individual 
amendment for discussion, 
it resulted in four amend-
ments. 

The first amendment 
Jones motioned, Schellp-
feffer seconded, was to 
decrease the requirement 
in the non-residential first 
floor area from 30 feet 
ground floor nonresidential 
or 40 percent of lot depth, 
whichever is greater, to read 
30 feet or 35 percent of lot 
depth, whichever is greater, 
not including alleys. This 
change affects three sections 
in 17.03.08 code. Motion 
carried unanimously.

The second amendment, 
made by Jones, seconded by 
Sarah Best, was to delete the 
language recommended by 
the PC in Section 17.03.08 
(2b) a. Lots with multiple 
street frontages.  ii. A cor-
ner lot or double frontage 
lot shall only be required to 
meet the minimum 30 foot or 
40 percent lot depth require-
ment for one of the street 
frontages. This deletion 
means all corner lots or dou-
ble frontage lots shall be re-
quired to meet the minimum 
of 30 foot or 35 percent lot 
depth requirement for both 

street frontages. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

The third amendment by 
Jones, seconded by Schellp-
feffer, was to add Main, 
Front, South First and South 
Second Streets to 17.03.08 
(2b) 2. Motion carried unan-
imously.

The fourth amendment, 
made by Jones, seconded 
by Schellpfeffer, is adding 
a new code 17.03.08 (2b) 
(2d) to read for the avoid-
ance of any doubt, parking 
is prohibited in any non-res-
idential use.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

6.) Residential Accessory 
Alley setback 5’ from the 
alley unless Village utilities 
require a great distance – re-
mained as written; amend-
ment failed.

White motioned, Nate 
Gauger seconded, to change 
Table 17.04.11 Residential 
Use Rear Yard setback, in-
creasing it from 5’ to 10’.  
The PC recommended the 
5ft distance along with the 
stipulation the minimum 
alley setback may be in-
creased if greater distance 
is required for utility access 
or connection as determined 
by Village staff. The motion 
failed with only White and 
Nate Gauger voting no.

7.) 301 N. 2nd Street – 
FLU – keep T-1 (two fam-
ily) to match current use vs 
Single Family

8/) 410 N. 4th Street – FLU 
– keep map as AG, retain as 
is, vs Single Family

9.) 130 S. 1st Street (3 
parcels) – FLU – retain LI 
(Light Industrial)

Czyzewski explained the 
FLU map ties in with the 
Zoning Code showing prop-
erties as they are currently 
zoned, whereas the Comp 
Plan Land Use Map ties in 
with potential future land 
uses for properties.

10.) A. Downtown De-
sign Standards -remove thin 
board texture vinyl and add 
“other appropriate high-
quality materials may be 
considered.

      10. B. Downtown De-
sign Standards – add “only 

Sherwin Williams historic 
exterior collection color pal-
lets may be used, although 
other paint brands allowed          

11. Downtown PUDs – 
DMU base zoned proper-
ties cannot request PUD for 
parking or height. Amended 
as listed below.

White suggested a change 
from the PC recommenda-
tion to Article II: Establish-
ment of Zoning Districts, 
Section 17.02.11: Planned 
Unit Development (PUD), 
3(b) Flexible Development 
Standards, c. Performance 
Standards, deleting the min-
imum on-site parking re-
quirements within the DMU.  
White motioned, Gauger 
seconded and motion carried 
unanimously. 

12. Downtown Residen-
tial Density – kept as is – no 
maximum density cap on 
number of units, based on 
setbacks and height

Jones suggested to change 
the language in the Table of 
Bulk Dimensions – Mixed 
Use Zoning District.  Table 
17.04.12 includes four 
districts – Neighborhood, 
Corridor, Institutional, and 
DMU.  All but the DMU 
requires a density based 
on the minimum lot area, 
whereas the DMU has no 
density limit.  Jones mo-
tioned, Tim White seconded 
to add a density limit to the 
DMU, requiring 2.25 dwell-
ing units per 1200 sq. ft.  Be-
fore calling for a vote, Nic 
Owen, Village Administra-
tor, reminded the board by 
approving the motion, the 
table for the DMU would be 
going from a form base to a 
numerical base.  The motion 
failed, with all but Jones and 
White voting no.

13. Downtown Canopies 
– no longer prohibited.

14. Zoning Purpose and 
Intent Statement – to protect 
and enhance natural, cul-
tural, and historic resources.

15. Review and Approval 
Bodies/Processes Table – 
add Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC) and its 
duties to the Table.

effects. 
This year’s show, themed 

“The Greatest Band Show,” 
occurs Thursday-Saturday, 
April 9-11 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Mount Horeb High 
School Auditorium. 

For most Mt. Horeb high 
school students, the Viking 
Band Show is their favorite 
part of their band calendar.

“It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year,” says senior 

saxophonist Noah Koltz.
“I can’t wait to storm onto 

the stage to open the band 
show now that I’m a senior 
this year!” says senior per-
cussionist Anna Tranel.

This year’s guest artist 
is the funk-fusion group 
WURK, a group of perform-

ers who perform innovative 
original songs and ambitious 
interpretations of popular 
covers. Described by Isth-
mus Magazine as “summer-
jam-perfect” and two-time 
recipient of the Madison 
Area Music Association 
(MAMA) Artist of the Year 
Award (2019, 2022), Wurk 

fills the gap between com-
plexity and groove, impress-
ing fans and keeping them 
dancing all night.

Daniel Haschke, WURK 
saxophonist, has worked 
with Mt. Horeb High School 
students many times in the 
past, and he is excited to 
work with them in a guest 
artist capacity for the Viking 
Band Show.

“I’ve had the privilege 
to work with some of these 
talented high schoolers in 
the pit orchestra for some 
of the past musicals, get-

ting to help guide them to 
make their show the best. 
The Viking Band Show will 
be a fun flip of the script, al-
lowing me to share a piece 
of my music world with the 
students.”

Visit the Mt. Horeb 
Band Website [https://sites.
google.com/mhasd.k12.

wi.us/band/high-school/
viking-band-show] or scan 
the QR code with this article 
to find out more. 

If you have questions re-
garding the Viking Band 
Show, please contact Kellen 
Dorner at dornerkellen@
mounthorebschools.org or 
(608) 437-7346.

win their third match of 
the half.  The low score of 
71 points for the week was 
recorded by Kurniki’s Ex-
press engineers Tracy Haag 
and Jim Boland, and Norsk 
Pranksters Tommy Schulen-

berg and Dave Hook. 
Standings:
Kleeman’s Hay Shakers 

7-2
Norsk Cowboys 7-2
J&M Bar River Rats 5-4
Kurniki’s Express 5-4
Norsk Pranksters 5-4
Red Mouse Shufflers 5-4
Kurniki’s Pipe Benders 

4-5
Viking Trolls 3-6
Red Mouse Uff-Da 2-7
Sportsman’s Cheese Eat-

ers 2-7

Schedule for Mar 12th - 
Spring Tournament will be 
held at the Red Mouse. Reg-
istration is at 6:30, play at 7.  

This will be under the new 
format of individual play.  
Each bump will cost a quar-
ter.  All current and past play-
ers, plus anyone that played 
as a sub in the past are eligi-
ble to enter this tournament.

Other Euchre News: The 
Verona American Legion, 

located at 207 Legion Street 
in Verona, will hold a fun-
draiser euchre tournament 
open to the public on March 
21.  Doors open at 11:00 am 
with play starting at noon.  
This is an individual play 
format, so there is no need 
to bring a partner. Cost is 
$20 per person, with half 

the entry fee going towards 
prize money.  You will also 
pay a quarter per bump.  
There will be a 50/50 raffle, 
a silent auction and food for 
purchase.  

For more information/
questions, call Stan at (608) 
271-9044.

EUCHRE
continued from page 3

CODE
continued from page 1

BAND SHOW
continued from page 1

ADVERTISING PAYS!!
CALL: 608-767-3655

 

This year’s show, themed 
“The Greatest Band Show,” 
occurs Thursday-Saturday, 
April 9-11 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Mount Horeb High School 
Auditorium. 

After three hours, the elected officials unani-
mously voted to approve Ordinance 2026-01, in-
cluding five of the seven amendments as described.  
To read the zoning code in its entirety, check the Vil-
lage website, https://www.mounthorebwi.info/35/
Business, allowing time for the update to be pub-
lished.  
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GRAB-N-G�GRAB-N-GO
CORNED BEEF DINNERCORNED BEEF DINNER

CORNED BEEF • CABBAGE
CARROTS • POTATOES • ROLL

AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP
• MARCH 14  & 15  / 10AM-1PMTH TH

• MARCH 17  / 4PM-6:30PMTH

$16.79$16.79

CALL 608-413-0031CALL 608-413-0031
OR ORDER ONLINEOR ORDER ONLINE

DESSERTS 
AVAILABLE!
• CARROT CAKE
• GRASSHOPPER
   BROWNIE
• GUINESS 
  CHOCOLATE CAKE

GRAB-N-G�GRAB-N-GO
CORNED BEEF DINNERCORNED BEEF DINNER

CORNED BEEF • CABBAGE
CARROTS • POTATOES • ROLL

AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP
• MARCH 14  & 15  / 10AM-1PMTH TH

• MARCH 17  / 4PM-6:30PMTH

$16.79$16.79

CALL 608-413-0031CALL 608-413-0031
OR ORDER ONLINEOR ORDER ONLINE

DESSERTS 
AVAILABLE!
• CARROT CAKE
• GRASSHOPPER
   BROWNIE
• GUINESS 
  CHOCOLATE CAKE 1820 Main St., Cross Plains

807 River St 
Belleville, WI 53508
(608) 424-3774
sugarriverlanes.com

TUESDAY, MARCH 17TH
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner • While supplies last 

Drink Specials

WEAR GREEN FOR PRIZES

N8523 KLITZKE ROAD • NEW GLARUS 
608-496-1966 • BAILEYSRUNVINEYARD.COM

enjoy a bit o’ Irish all enjoy a bit o’ Irish all 
through march...through march...

Order a Guinness andOrder a Guinness and
a Reuben Sandwicha Reuben Sandwich

at Whiskey Run... at Whiskey Run... 
Or stop by Bailey’s Run Or stop by Bailey’s Run 

for a Reuben Pizza.for a Reuben Pizza.
Great food – friendly service!Great food – friendly service!

HAPPY HAPPY 
ST. PATRICK’S ST. PATRICK’S 

DAYDAY
Family Owned Since 1972

219 N. Main Street Monticello, WI 53570  
Customer Service - 608-938-4927  •  Deli - 608-938-DELI (3354)

WWW.GEMPELERSSUPERMARKET.COM

CORNED BEEF CORNED BEEF 
DINNERSDINNERS

Sat, Sun, Mon & Tues Sat, Sun, Mon & Tues 
MARCH 14 – 17   MARCH 14 – 17   

7AM-8PM MON-FRI / 8AM-5PM SAT-SUN

Includes melt-in-your-mouth corned 
beef, cooked cabbage, buttered baby  
red potatoes, cooked sliced carrots,  

and a bakery fresh dinner roll. 

$$1818.99.99

619 River Street, Belleville • 608-424-0020

OFFERING    
All Week - Corned Beef & Cabbage Pizza

3/17 Only - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner!
(Potatoes, Carrots, Roll)  

ENJOY a MARGARITA while  
you are here too! 

ENJOY OUR     ENJOY OUR     
St. Patrick’s St. Patrick’s 

SpecialSpecial
$15.99!$15.99!

OPEN DAILY • DINE-IN • CARRY-OUT 
10267 US-14 • Mazomanie • 608-401-1181 • rookiesfood.com

®®

��� �
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CELEBRATE WITH US CELEBRATE WITH US 
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE PLATTER CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE PLATTER $15.99$15.99

REUBEN SANDWICH REUBEN SANDWICH   $14$14
REUBEN FLAT BREAD REUBEN FLAT BREAD   $15$15

Great Food, Great Friends, Great Food, Great Friends, 
Great Atmosphere!Great Atmosphere!

ST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAY

DRINK SPECIALSDRINK SPECIALS
CAR BOMBS, GUINNESS, CAR BOMBS, GUINNESS, 

GREEN BEER, IRISH GOLD, GREEN BEER, IRISH GOLD, 
IRISH MULE,  IRISH MULE,  

GREEN TEA MARTINIGREEN TEA MARTINI  

with these St. Paddy’s Picks ...with these St. Paddy’s Picks ...

MOUNT VERNON TAP 
8646 Davis Street 

Mount Vernon 
608-832-6289

$16.00  Corned Beef w/ Cabbage 
Red Potatoes • Rye Bread

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNERST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER  
OFFERED ON TUESDAY MARCH 17TH

ENJOY OUR FISH FRY 
on FRIDAY NIGHT 

Starting on Ash Wednesday we will be offering a 
fish sandwich with fries for $10 every Wednesday of Lent.

SEE OUR FULL MENU: JONNYOSPIZZERIA.COM
(608) 424-0077 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
SPECIAL

Available Friday March 13th thru Sunday March 22nd
14" Reuben Pizza - $20.99

Serving Belleville Serving Belleville 
& Surrounding & Surrounding 
CommunitiesCommunities

Call Us or Call Us or 
Order Online!Order Online!

It’s the Best of March!
Get out and celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day!
 

With so many choices, you can go out for
a great lunch or dinner more than once! 

Visit your favorite establishment and
then try someplace new!

Village of Mount Horeb Recognized for Energy Leadership
The Village of Mount 

Horeb received a silver des-
ignation from the Energy 
Ready Program, a national 
initiative supporting local 
governments that take pro-
active steps to support new 
energy technologies, includ-
ing solar, electric vehicles, 
and energy storage. 

With energy prices surg-
ing across the country and 
demand for new energy gen-

eration growing due to data 
centers and AI, local gov-
ernments are taking action 
to improve local planning 
and permitting for energy 
projects and ensure residents 
have a broader range of op-
tions.

“For Mount Horeb, we 
want to make sure residents 
that want to install solar on 
their own home or business, 
can do so efficiently and that 

our town regulations weren’t 
creating any additional bar-
riers to these projects” ex-
plained Sustainability and 
Natural Resources Com-
mittee Chair and Village 
Trustee Tim White  

The Energy Ready pro-
gram, led by the Interstate 
Renewable Energy Council 
(IREC) and the International 
City/County Management 
Association (ICMA) pro-

vided free technical as-
sistance to the Village of 
Mount Horeb helping to 
review local plans and or-
dinances, train staff, create 
educational resources and 
identify strategies to educate 
and engage residents. 

According to Deb Perry, 
ICMA’s Clean Energy Pro-
gram Director, hundreds of 
communities have turned to 
the Energy Ready Program 

to help them take action to 
stabilize energy costs and 
give residents more access 
to clean energy options: “In 
recent years solar energy has 
proven to be one of the most 
cost-effective ways to build 
new power generation – it 
can be built quickly com-
pared to sources like natural 
gas and nuclear, and it gen-
erates no emissions. Local 
governments are making 

solar more affordable for 
residents by streamlining 
permitting and many local 
governments have been 
able to stabilize their own 
electricity costs by install-
ing solar panels on public 
buildings, schools and prop-
erties.”

The future of the Energy 
Ready Program is uncertain 
due to funding cuts from the 
US Department of Energy.
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Call 608-206-3509
or 608-206-2834

JOLL
IE• No job too big or small

• Fully insured
• Free estimates
• Female-owned
  business

JOLLIE JUNK
REMOVAL

On Saturday, February 
28, more than 450 student 
musicians from grades 
6-12 took part in the Dis-
trict Solo & Ensemble Fes-
tival at Mt. Horeb High 
School. 

The festival served as 
the culminating event for 
this period of year, and 
most students chose to 
perform their finished 
product at the festival. 
The event was spon-
sored by the Wisconsin 
School Music Association 
(WSMA), which promotes 
school music statewide. 
Students participated in 
various configurations for 
their performances, from 
solos to duets and trios to 
larger ensembles. They 
performed their pieces for 
an adjudicator provided 
by WSMA. The Solo & 
Ensemble was a chance 
to learn a lot about music 
and students enjoyed the 
freedom to choose what 
they performed and who 
they worked with.  

The annual event was 
sponsored by WSMA, 
a non-profit founded in 
1932. 

Celebrate Saint Patrick’s day with live Irish music! Join Slipjig at the Mount Horeb Public Library Tuesday, 
March 17 at 6:30pm for an evening of fiery dance tunes, sweet airs and historic ballads from the Celtic nations. 
These accomplished musicians specialize in tasteful instrumentation and rich harmonies. The trio features Ruthie 
McQuinn on fiddle and vocals, Scott Pedersen playing button accordion and Michael Duffy on piano and bodhran. 
Free! Great for all ages. For more information about the library, visit www.mhpl.org.  

Get involved! 
If you’re interested in serving your community, please 

complete and return the Citizen Committee Member Interest 
Form for consideration (go to mounthorebwi.info).  

If you have questions, please feel free to submit email 
inquiries to Village President, Ryan Czyzewski.  Completed 
forms should be submitted via email to  citizennomina-
tions@mounthorebwi.info, or dropped off at the Village Of-
fice, 138 E. Main Street. Please submit forms by March 15.

VORTEX® SPIRIT OF 
SERVICE™ SEEKS LOCAL 
VETERAN NOMINATIONS

Vortex® to present winning veteran with a $5,000 prize
It’s time to shine a spotlight on a veteran in our commu-

nity who’s making a real difference. Do you know a veteran 
whose actions have been a positive force? Is there a dream 
you’d like to make a reality for your favorite hometown 
hero? This is the perfect opportunity. In partnership with the 
Madison-area CBS Channel 3000, Vortex® is inviting the 
public to nominate a remarkable veteran. Nominations are 
open until March 22, 2026. Access the 2026 Spirit of Ser-
vice™ nomination form online and join in celebrating these 
local heroes.Whether it’s a veteran who is widely admired 
in the community for their character and spirit, or someone 
who, despite facing personal challenges, remains an inspir-
ing figure, all are eligible. The award seeks to honor any 
veteran whom you believe deserves recognition for their 
unique contributions or presence in the community.

The nomination process is easy. Just describe in no more 
than 1,000 words why your chosen veteran is a pillar of 
your community. Highlight their service background and 
how this award could enhance their life.

Starting March 30, 2026 the public will have the opportu-
nity to vote for their favorite finalist. The announcement of 
the lucky winner will be made on April 15, 2026.

Live Irish music in free St. Patty’s Day show

Talent and hard work on display at Solo & Ensemble Festival
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Mount Horeb’s girls gymnastics team was all smiles after finishing second at the WIAA Division 2 state meet last Friday. Photo 
courtesy of Jason McMahon

STERLING
    SILVER

There aren’t many gym-
nastics programs that could 
lose half of their competitors 
from a state qualifying team, 
then improve the following 
year.

Most programs aren’t 
Mount Horeb, though.

The Vikings graduated a 
group that accounted for 10 
of their 20 varsity spots at the 
2025 state meet. That team 
finished sixth in Division 1.

Mount Horeb doesn’t re-
build, though. It reloads.

And the Vikings’ revamped 
2026 team took it up a notch.

Mount Horeb went to last 
Friday’s WIAA Division 
2 state meet at Wisconsin 
Rapids High School and 
finished second in the team 

standings. The Vikings, who 
have reached the state team 
tournament 39 times — more 
than any other school in 
Wisconsin — now have 13 
runner-up finishes to go with 
their six state championships.

While the Vikings have 
been a traditional force at 
state, this was their first team 
trophy since 2022.

“I was extremely pleased 
with the togetherness, tough-
ness, and ‘never give up’ 
mentality our team showed 
at the team competition,” 
Mount Horeb coach Martha 
Koller Faust said. “Getting 
the team to state is always 
our top goal each season and 
bringing home some hard-
ware along the way is a won-
derful bonus.  

Mount Horeb’s girls gymnastics 
team finishes second at state

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

continued on page 12

Vikings capture regional crown

state championship. 
In turn, that inspired the 

ballboys from that team and 
their classmates to achieve 
something last week that 
had never happened in the 
115 years of basketball in 
the village: Win a third 
straight regional title, ce-
mented by the triumph over 
the Cheesemakers.

“It’s really exciting for 
this senior class to have 
that three-peat,” first-year 
starting forward Cal Odgers 
said. “We pride ourselves on 
development and being able 
to rebuild, instead of falling 
off. And I think we’ve done 
a fabulous job of that.”

That unprecedented 
achievement, which se-

cured a sectional semifinal 
rubber match Thursday 
against fellow Badger Small 
Conference co-champion 
McFarland (21-5), wasn’t 
the only piece of history 
achieved in the Vikings se-
niors’ victorious farewell to 
their home floor. 

With an eye-popping 38 
points against the Cheese-
makers (18-8), four-year 

starting guard Josh Man-
chester — one of those 
aforementioned ballboys — 
moved into the top-10 in all-
time state scoring history. 
Manchester’s 2,513 points 
puts him within shooting 
distance of prep legend Sam 
Okey of Cassville (2,539 
from 1991-95) as soon as 

This felt like a business-
as-usual performance by 
Mount Horeb’s boys bas-
ketball team — a methodi-
cal dismantling of a solid, 
but unspectacular opponent, 
with a decisive scoring run 
in each half propelling the 
Vikings to an 84-60 victory 
over visiting Monroe last 
Saturday in a WIAA Divi-
sion 2 regional final.

Which is why a little his-
torical perspective is nec-
essary to underscore the 
magnitude of the moment.

Rewind the clock two de-
cades to 2006, when Mount 
Horeb was a .500 ballclub 
in the regular season, but 
made a stunning run to the 
sectional finals, coming 
within a game of the state 
tournament for the first time 
since 1950. The young boys 
watching then became the 
nucleus of the powerhouse 
Vikings teams that produced 
the seminal moment in pro-
gram history — the 2015 

One of the interesting 
things about the human con-
dition is if you say some-
thing enough times, people 
begin to believe it.

Take the myth that beat-
ing a team three times in a 
season is one of the toughest 
things to achieve in sports.

Not quite.
Since the NFL-AFL 

merger in 1970, for exam-
ple, the team that won the 
first two games wins the 
third meeting 64.0% of the 
time (16-9). The numbers 
are similar in college bas-
ketball.

Truth is, if you were the 
better team the first two 
times around, odds are 
you’ll be better in the third 
matchup, as well.

Mount Horeb proved just 
that against Fort Atkinson 
last Friday.

The Blackhawks hung 
around for much of the 
night, but Mount Horeb 
pulled away in the last seven 
minutes and notched a 61-42 
win in their WIAA Division 

Mount Horeb 
cruises past 
Monroe in 
regional finals

Mount Horeb 
downs Fort in 
regional semis

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

by ADAM MERTZ
Sports Reporter

Mount Horeb boys basketball coach Tod Nesheim  tells his team they’re No. 1 after the Vikings won a WIAA Division 2 regional 
championship last Saturday and proceeded to cut down the net. Photo courtesy of Adam Mertz

continued on page 13 continued on page 15
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Mount Horeb two steps from state
Vikings set for 
third meeting 
with McFarland

Alex Chapman (24) and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team won a regional title last weekend and now faces McFarland in a 
sectional semifinal Thursday at 7 p.m. at Evansville High School. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Confident. 
Self-assured. 
Hungry. 
And experienced.
Mount Horeb’s boys 

basketball team checks all 
of those boxes, which is 
why the Vikings can’t wait 
for their WIAA Division 2 
sectional semifinal against 
Badger Small Conference 
rival McFarland. That con-
test will take place Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. at Evansville 
High School.

“We need to keep playing 
the way we’ve been play-
ing,” said Vikings senior 
guard Josh Manchester. 
“Obviously, that’s a good 
program and they’ve got 
some really good players, 
but I’m pretty confident 
that we’ll be ready to go.”

Thursday’s winner ad-
vances to Saturday’s sec-
tional final against either 
defending D2 state cham-
pion Wauwatosa East or 
fourth ranked New Berlin 
West. That game would 
be at Oconomowoc High 
School.

Mount Horeb has won 
eight straight games, in-
cluding an 84-60 victory 
over Monroe in the re-
gional finals last Saturday.

“They’re definitely a 
good team, with some good 
pieces in there,” Mount 
Horeb senior forward Cal 
Odgers said of McFarland. 
“But I think we can defend 
them, and if we play like 
we did (against Monroe), 
keep the momentum roll-
ing, we’re going to win.”

The teams split their two 
regular season games, with 
each winning on the road.

McFarland won the first 
meeting, 88-45, at Mount 
Horeb on Jan. 15. Man-
chester suffered a separated 
shoulder eight minutes into 
that game, an injury that 
sidelined him the next 
seven games, as well.

McFarland went on a 
36-7 run shortly after Man-
chester left that night and 
turned a 24-16 lead into a 
60-23 rout.

good guard play and shoot-
ers. 

“But I think we’ll be fine. 
I think we’re more physi-
cal, and I hope we’ll have 
an edge mentally in terms 
of ‘been there, done that,’ 
especially in a neutral en-
vironment.”

Mount Horeb, which 
won a third straight re-
gional title last Saturday 
for the first time in school 
history, certainly believes 
experience will be key in 
this third meeting with Mc-
Farland.

“Sectionals are differ-
ent,” Manchester said. 
“We’re hungry and we’ll 
be ready to go.”

Added Nesheim: “Mak-
ing 3s in sectionals is not 
making 3s in January. 
Hopefully that plays in our 
favor.”

Most things have gone 
the Vikings’ way the last 
two months, as they’ve 
heated up, won a share of 
the conference title and 
captured another regional 
crown. During the Vikings’ 
current 13-1 surge, they’re 
averaging 63.4 points per 
game and allowing just 
46.3 points per contest — a 
difference of 18.1.

Mount Horeb will fall 
back on the bedrocks of 
its program as it attempts 
to win the rubber match 
against the Spartans and 
move within one game of 
state.

“We always lean at 
this point in the year on 
toughness and physical-
ity,” Nesheim said. “That’s 
what the program is built 
on, starting with that pack 
defense. That’s where we 
will lay our hat.”

Nesheim playing 6-foot-7 
Evan Leibfried alongside 
6-foot-6 senior forward 
Hayden Anderson, a lineup 
that’s been lights out for the 
Vikings down the stretch.

McFarland junior guard 
Garrett Crull is a handful, 
as well, averaging a team-
high 19.4 points per game. 
In addition, senior forward 
Ben Bosold (10.3 ppg), 
sophomore guard Joe For-
tune (8.7 ppg) and junior 
guard Kam Meinholdt (8.3 
ppg) are all capable scor-
ers.

“Their top six are really 
good,” Nesheim said of the 
Spartans. “They present is-
sues inside, and they’ve got 

“As far as the team goes, 
obviously a little rattled,” 
Mount Horeb coach Todd 
Nesheim said after that 
game. “They played lights 
out, so I think it was a little 
bit of a combination of both 
of those things. You don’t 
want to judge anything too 
hard tonight, but what we 
did see wasn’t very encour-
aging.

“But, you know, we’re 
going to have to find scor-
ing and we haven’t had it. 
Josh has, you know, been 
our scoring, and others 
haven’t had to score as 
much. Every game there’s 
always been one other kid. 
Now we’re going to need, 
like, four of them. So as we 
just talked about, you’re 
going to have opportuni-
ties.”

Many Vikings took ad-
vantage of those opportuni-

ties and proved they were 
capable of pulling more 
weight when Manches-
ter was sidelined. Mount 
Horeb went 6-1 without 
Manchester and has gone 
13-1 since that loss to Mc-
Farland nearly two months 
ago.

When Mount Horeb 
traveled to McFarland for 
Round 2 on Feb. 20, Man-
chester was in his fourth 
game back. And junior 
standout Alex Chapman 
was making his return after 
missing five games with a 
broken wrist.

That night, Manchester 
had 26 of his 27 points in 
the second half, and Chap-
man poured in 19 as the Vi-
kings rolled to a 74-64 win. 
That victory helped Mount 
Horeb eventually claim a 
share of the Badger Small 
Conference title with Mc-

Farland and Sauk Prairie.
“We were embarrassed 

at home, big time,” Chap-
man said that night. “We 
took that personally and we 
made it happen tonight.”

Odgers knows Mount 
Horeb will need a similar 
performance if it hopes to 
advance to the sectional 
finals for a second straight 
year.

“We need to bring the 
intensity we brought for 
the second game against 
them,” Odgers said. “If we 
bring that intensity, we’re 
going to come out of it 
OK.”

McFarland is led by 
6-foot-9 junior post Eli 
Krueger, who averages 
18.6 points per game and 
can hurt teams from inside 
and out. Krueger’s domi-
nance in the first game 
against Mount Horeb led to 

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor
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SILVER
continued from page 10

Vikings shine!
Clockwise from above, Harper Hendrickson, Averi 

Kalscheur, Sylviah Seeliger and Avena Meyers all helped 
Mount Horeb surge to a second place finish at the WIAA Divi-
sion 2 state gymnastics meet in Wisconsin Rapids last Friday. 
Photos courtesy of Jason McMahon

“To say that we coaches 
are proud is definitely an un-
derstatement. Standing atop 
the podium with the silver 
gymnast was such an incred-
ible honor.”

Dodgeville won the state 
meet with a 139.6834 team 
score, while the Vikings were 
second at 138.201. Mount 
Horeb’s score was 0.20 
higher than last year’s team.

Marshfield (137.250), 
River Falls (136.8498) and 
Homestead (136.7334) 
rounded out the top five 
at the 10-team state meet. 
Mount Horeb had the third-
best score at sectionals, so 
the Vikings were thrilled to 
jump up a notch and bring 
home a trophy.

“I am so proud of how 
much we’ve grown since the 
beginning of the season,” 
Mount Horeb junior Harper 
Hendrickson said. “We knew 
we had to perform at our 
absolute best to come home 
with a trophy, especially 
competing against a strong 
team like the Dodgeville co-
op. Because of that, we were 
extremely proud to finish the 
meet as runners-up.”

Mount Horeb senior Syl-
viah Seeliger agreed.

“I think that we performed 
the best that we could and re-
ally showed off how hard we 
have been working all season 
to get to state,” Seeliger said. 
“Getting second place didn’t 
surprise me, as we went into 
state knowing that we had the 
third-highest sectional score 
and that state was just like 
every other meet. We just had 
to continue to do what we 
have been doing all season.”

Mount Horeb opened on 

the beam where it posted the 
second-highest total with a 
34.0 team score. Hendrick-
son led the way with an 8.60, 
while junior Avena Mey-
ers (8.5833), senior Carmen 
Oglesby (8.4167) and Seeli-
ger (8.40) also posted solid 
scores.

“We were the very first 
team to compete on beam 
and our girls did an outstand-
ing job tuning out the noise 
and focusing on the task at 
hand,” Koller Faust said. 
“Our beam team set the tone 
with strong routines and that 
momentum carried through 
the next three events. I truly 
believe our team peaked at 
just the right time — at the 

state meet — and we coaches 
couldn’t have asked for more 
from them.”

The Vikings then went to 
the floor exercise and shined 
again, posting a team score of 
36.20 that was second to only 
Dodgeville. Hendrickson led 
the way with a 9.150, while 
Oglesby (9.083), sophomore 
Averi Kalscheur (9.0) and 
Seeliger (8.9667) also had 
tremendous routines.

“Our team focused on 
soaking in every moment and 
enjoying our time together,” 
Hendrickson said. “All day 
we cheered each other on, 
supported one another, and 
made the most of our last 
opportunity to compete as a 

team.”
Mount Horeb then headed 

to the vault, where its score 
of 34.6334 was the third best 
in the field. Hendrickson 
posted the Vikings’ top score 
with an 8.80, while Seeliger 
(8.750), Oglesby (8.7167) 
and Meyers (8.3667) all per-
formed well.

Mount Horeb then fin-
ished on the uneven bars 
and posted a team score of 
33.3667. Seeliger led the Vi-
kings with an 8.550, while 
Kalscheur (8.4833), Hen-
drickson (8.1667) and senior 
Tessa Soppe (8.1667) all had 
strong efforts.

“The highlights for me was 
being able to compete with 

this amazing team one last 
time,” Seeliger said. “The 
highlights for the team was 
receiving second place and 
giving it our all and just hav-
ing fun.”

Mount Horeb finished be-
fore many of the other top 
challengers and then played 
the waiting game. Dod-
geville didn’t blink and held 
onto first place, but Marsh-
field struggled on the beam 
and couldn’t make a move 
on Mount Horeb for second 
place.

Moments later, the Vikings 
were hoisting a state runner-
up trophy and celebrating 
their remarkable season.

“I’m beyond pleased with 
how this team grew through-
out the season,” Koller Faust 
said. “They developed not 
only in their skill levels and 
abilities, but also into a truly 
close-knit team. 

Hendrickson agreed.
“This season was incred-

ible,” Hendrickson said. 
“Even though we had our ups 
and downs, we continued to 
push through all the way to 
the end. I couldn’t be happier 
with this team’s commitment, 
drive, and dedication, as well 
as the positivity and friend-
ships that brought us together 
and made this season so spe-
cial.”

One day later, Hendrick-
son, Seeliger and several 
other Vikings shined at the 
individual state meet.

Hendrickson was eighth in 
the all-around competition 
with a 35.3167 and Seeliger 
was 12th with a 35.0167. 

Hendrickson was fourth 
on the balance beam with a 
9.2333 and Oglesby was 12th 
with an 8.533. Kalscheur was 
eighth on the uneven bars 
(8.633) and Seeliger was 
14th (8.4833).

Hendrickson was also 12th 
on the floor with a 9.0167, 
and Oglesby was 14th on the 
vault with an 8.633.

“I am very happy with my 
performance on Saturday (at 
individual state),” Hendrick-
son said. “Since it was my 
first time competing at the in-
dividual state meet, my main 
goal was simply to have fun. 
I am especially proud of my 
beam routine. After falling 
the day before and scoring 
much lower than usual, I had 
to stay positive and confident 
going into Saturday.”

Seeliger also had an im-
pressive day at individual 
state.

“I was pretty happy with 
my performance on Saturday 
and I was really happy that I 
was able to stick my second 
vault,” Seeliger said. “I was 
happy with each and every 
performance.”

Overall, the Vikings were 
thrilled with their weekend, 
which capped off another 
banner season.

“Knowing we had numer-
ous varsity positions to fill 
after the 2024–25 season, we 
told the girls from the start 
that our lineups would be 
fluid and could change from 
week to week,” Koller Faust 
said. “I’m so proud of their 
hard work, their persever-
ance, their adaptability and 
their willingness to step up 
and fill some very big shoes 
throughout the season.”

March 6
WIAA Division 2 state gym-

nastics meet
Team scores: 1, Dodgeville 

Co-op, 139.6834; 2, Mt. Horeb, 
138.2001; 3, Marshfield, 137.25; 
4, River Falls, 13.8498; 5, Home-
stead, 136.7334; 6, Galesville Co-
op, 132.7; 7, Sparta, 129.9834; 
8, Whitefish Bay, 129.9; 9, Wau-
pun, 125.4501; 10, Rhinelander 
123.0334.
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TOWN OF PRIMROSE
NOTICE

The Town of Primrose 
Planning Commission meet-
ing for March 2026 will take 
place at 8468 County Road A, 
Verona WI, on Monday, 
March 16th, 2026, beginning 
at 7:30pm.  The agenda for 
this meeting will be posted at 
the Town Hall, Mount Vernon 
Auto, Primrose Church, and 
on the Town website.  A sum-
mary of the agenda will be 
available on the voice mes-
sage system at 608-832-
6660.
Publish: 3/12/26   WNAXLP

TOWN OF SPRINGDALE
COMMERCIAL HVAC REQUEST FOR BIDS

The Town of Springdale in Dane County is requesting bids for a 
new commercial ventilation system for its Town shop/garage.  

Interested contractors may contact Chair John Rosenbaum at 
chair@springdalewi.gov for technical plans.  Contact Devin Dahlk 
at 608-444-5707 to view the building.  Bids are due no later than 
5 pm on April 17.  Bids will be opened at the April 21st town board 
meeting.  The Town reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

Submit bids to:  Town of Springdale, 2379 Town Hall Road, 
Mount Horeb, WI  52572 or adminclerk@springdalewi.gov

Publish: 3/5/26, 3/12/26   WNAXLP

PAL STEEL
New • Used • Surplus

FABRICATION • CRANE SERVICE • STEEL PROCESSING

MULTI-METAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER
Pipe - Plate - Channel - Angle - Tube - Rebar - Bar Grating, Expanded Metal -

Sheet - Lintels - B-Decking - Pipe Bollards - Decorative Iron Parts
I & H Beams $3 & up per foot

STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM

STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

212 3rd Street, Palmyra • 262-495-4453 • sales@palsteel.com

We Are Open! New Office Location Across The Rail Road Tracks

NEW
LOCATION

FREE 
Stock Book

ROUGH SAWN LUMBER & ROLLS + SHEETS 8’X15’ CONCRETE MESH 109A, 79A, 69A

Mount Horeb’s Nick Ibinger drives through traffic during the Vikings’ win over Fort Atkinson in a WIAA Division 2 regional semifinal last Friday. Photo 
courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

this week, with the winner 
of Thursday’s game facing 
off Saturday against either 
New Berlin West (23-3) or 
Tosa West (20-6) for a trip 
to state.

Should the Vikings (21-
5) secure just the third state 
tournament appearance in 
program history, Manches-
ter would have a chance 
to surpass another former 
University of Wisconsin 
standout, Sam Dekker, who 
racked up 2,593 points and 
a state title for Sheboygan 
Lutheran from 2008-12.

“It’s definitely a big ac-
complishment, and I’m 
proud of it,” said Man-
chester, who last week was 
named one of five finalists 
for Wisconsin’s Mr. Bas-
ketball award. “At the same 
time, I had no idea I was in 
the top-10. That’s just not 
my main focus. I want to 
keep this run going as long 
as we can.”

Personal success and pro-
gram success are, of course, 
inextricably intertwined. 
Just ask Todd Nesheim, a 
1988 Mount Horeb gradu-
ate who played for his father 
Doug, won the title with his 
oldest son Terek as starting 
center and his wife Kolleen 
as athletic director, and now 
coaches his younger son 
Kam, the other former ball-
boy from that championship 
team. 

Todd was lead assistant 
in 2006, moved into the 
head coaching role in 2008 
and has racked up a 284-
147 overall record since 
while steadily growing the 
program into a perennial 
conference title contender 
capable of making deep 
playoff runs.

“Just really proud of all 
that’s gone into it — the 
amount of people and time 
it’s taken to build a pro-
gram like this,” Nesheim 
said, pointing to a loyal 
longtime staff that includes 
Jack Prehn, Mark Fredrick-
son, Paul Manchester, Brad 
Richardson and Cain Muel-
ler. “It’s a lot of work, and 
the results have certainly 
made it worth it. It starts 
with your people at home, 
and the support they give 
you for the time commit-
ment.”

And now we snap back 
from this historical as-
sessment to resume our 

MONROE
continued from page 10

continued on page 14

Dodgeville
OVERHEAD DOORS

& Openers Sales
& Service

Home, Farm or  
Commercial
Call Doug at

608-935-0076
GARAGE DOORS  
AND OPENERS

regularly scheduled pro-
gramming — the future, 
which is where the Vikings 
have placed their absolute 
focus.

After surviving stretches 
without each of their top 
two standouts – seven 
games without Manchester 
(separated shoulder) and 
five without junior forward 
Alex Chapman (broken left 
wrist) – Mount Horeb found 
its stride in a thrilling win at 
McFarland on Feb. 22 and 
has been rolling ever since.

After grinding to a 61-42 
win over Fort Atkinson in 
the playoff opener Friday, 
the Vikings were in flow 
from the opening tip against 
Monroe and never looked 
stressed in earning their 
ninth straight home victory 
over the Cheesemakers, 
who haven’t won in Mount 
Horeb since 2011.

The Vikings shot 53% 
overall and from 3-point 
range, produced 18 assists 
on their 28 baskets, went 
19-of-24 from the free-
throw line, carried a 34-24 
edge in rebounding, a 32-14 
advantage on points in the 
paint and had just nine turn-
overs.

Chapman amassed 20 

points on 4-of-6 shoot-
ing from 3-point range and 
grabbed 10 rebounds, ju-
nior guard Mason Williams 
provided a big spark off the 
bench with 11 points and 
Mount Horeb put together 
a statistically impressive 
night in almost every cat-
egory. 

“We’re playing our best 
basketball,” said Manches-
ter, who had eight assists, 
five rebounds and five steals 
in his second-best scoring 
output of the season.

Mount Horeb took con-
trol early in the first half 
with a 15-2 run that featured 
baskets on five straight pos-
sessions for a 24-10 lead. 
Williams produced the first 
three scores, including a 
jumper and 3-pointer on 
assists from Manchester 
before finishing on his own 
inside. 

“He was great,” Manches-
ter said. “Mason Williams is 
always guarding me in prac-
tice and I’m guarding him. I 
know what we can do, and 
it was nice that everyone got 
to see what he brings to the 
court.”

Manchester followed 
with two baskets that started 
with steals on the defensive 

end, including a dagger of a 
pull-up 3-pointer in transi-
tion from 23 feet at the top 
of the key with most players 
from both teams still mak-
ing their way downcourt.

“When you’re on a run, 
a 3 like that is high-risk, 
high-reward,” Manchester 
said. “If it goes in, I don’t 
want to say you’re not com-
ing back from that, but it’s 
definitely detrimental to the 
other team.”

Williams made his mark 
again later in the half, get-
ting lost behind the Mon-
roe defense for a layup on 
a back-cut thanks to a nifty 
assist from Evan Leibfried 
for a 31-21 edge.

“That atmosphere was in-
tense. I’ve never been in a 
game like that before,” Wil-
liams said. “I’m obviously 
not out there to score a lot 

of points. I’m out there to 
play good defense and make 
a few back-cuts and knock 
down shots when they come 
to me. Just do my job.”

Monroe made another 
surge in the closing min-
utes of the first half, pulling 
within 35-27 on a Marcus 
Ott 3-pointer, but Chapman 
answered with his third trey 
of the half and Leibfried put 
back his own miss with 1.4 
seconds left for a 40-29 Vi-
kings lead at the break.

Manchester got rolling 
early in the second half, 
amassing 10 of Mount 
Horeb’s first 12 points – 
including a conventional 
three-point play inside, a 
3-pointer from the left wing 
when he was somehow left 
wide open, and a pull-up 
jumper at the elbow as the 
Vikings took control, 52-36.

“It’s nice to have a player 
like that in your back 
pocket,” Nesheim said. 
“You need a hoop, just give 
it to him and get out of the 
way.”

Another streak of five 
straight scoring possessions 
midway through the half 
made the outcome a fore-
gone conclusion. This time, 
Chapman was the catalyst, 
feeding Odgers for a bas-
ket, scoring in transition off 
a pass from Odgers, assist-
ing Manchester and then 
draining a 3-pointer before 
Manchester capped the se-
quence with a driving score 
for a 63-40 advantage with 
9 minutes left.
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VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB
PUBLIC HEARING

MARCH 23, 2026

The Public Works Committee of the Village of Mount Horeb will 
hold a public hearing on the above date at 6:00pm in the Board 
Room of the Municipal Building, 138 E Main Street, Mount Horeb, 
WI. The purpose of the hearing is to consider the Village 
Engineer’s Preliminary Special Assessment Report for the 2026 
Street Project for the following public work and improvements.

SOUTH FIRST STREET FROM CARVER STREET TO 
FRONT STREET: 

Street Rehabilitation consisting of the removal and replace-
ment of all existing base course, bituminous pavement, con-
crete curb and gutter, and spot repair of existing sidewalks and 
driveways in kind where necessary.

Sidewalk Improvement consisting of installation of new side-
walks where they do not exist.

HENRY STREET FROM PARKWAY DRIVE TO SOUTH 
FIRST STREET: 

Street Rehabilitation consisting of the removal and replace-
ment of all existing base course, bituminous pavement, con-
crete curb and gutter, and spot repair of existing sidewalks and 
driveways in kind where necessary.

Sidewalk Improvement consisting of installation of new side-
walks where they do not exist.

A copy of the preliminary report will be available at the Village 
Administrator’s Office, 138 E Main Street, on March 13, 2026. 
This information will be mailed to affected property owners. The 
Public Works Committee will hear all persons, agents, or attor-
neys concerning all matters and/or objections written or oral at 
that time.
Publish: 3/12/26   WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB
PUBLIC HEARING

MARCH 23, 2026

The Public Works Committee of the Village of Mount Horeb will 
hold a public hearing on the above date at 6:00pm in the Board 
Room of the Municipal Building, 138 E Main Street, Mount Horeb, 
WI. The purpose of the hearing is to consider the Village 
Engineer’s Final Special Assessment Report for the 2025 
Street Project for the following public work and improvements.

BLUE MOUNDS STREET FROM W MAIN STREET TO 
JUSTIN DRIVE: 

Street Rehabilitation consisting of the removal and replace-
ment of all existing base course and bituminous pavement, 
spot repair of existing sidewalks, spot repair of concrete curb 
and gutter, and driveways in kind where necessary.

Sidewalk Improvement consisting of installation of new side-
walks where they do not exist.

W GARFIELD STREET FROM WEST VILLAGE LIMITS TO 
BLUE MOUNDS STREET: 

Street Rehabilitation consisting of mill and overlay of existing 
bituminous pavement, spot repair of concrete curb and gutter, 
and replacement of driveways in kind where necessary. 

Sidewalk Improvement consisting of installation of new side-
walks where they do not exist.

A copy of the final report will be available at the Village 
Administrator’s Office, 138 E Main Street, on March 13, 2026. 
This information will be mailed to affected property owners. The 
Public Works Committee will hear all persons, agents, or attor-
neys concerning all matters and/or objections written or oral at 
that time.

Publish: 3/12/26   WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MT. HOREB
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF NEW ZONING CODE

PURSUANT TO WIS. STAT. § 61.50(3)(b), please take notice 
that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Mt. Horeb, Dane 
County, Wisconsin adopted the following ordinance at the Village 
Board meeting on March 4, 2026.

Ordinance 2026-01 “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND 
RE-ENACTING CHAPTER 17 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE, 
WHICH IS THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MOUNT HOREB, WISCONSIN”.

Ordinance 2026-01 repeals and recreates a new Zoning Code 
for the Village of Mount Horeb.  Ordinance 2026-01 addresses, 
among other items, permitted uses in the Village of Mount Horeb 
based on the zoning district applicable to properties, and also 
identifies other zoning related requirements such as planned unit 
development districts, setbacks, and height restrictions.  
Ordinance 2026-01 creates a new comprehensive Zoning Code 
for the Village.  Ordinance 2026-01 will become effective upon 
publication of this Notice.  

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that a copy of Ordinance 2026-
01 is on file and open for public inspection in the office of the 
Village Clerk.  Please contact the Village Clerk at 608-437-9404 
or at 138 E Main Street, Mount Horeb, WI  53572.  Ordinance 
2026-01 is also available on the village website at www.moun-
thorebwi.info. 

Alyssa Gaffney, Village Clerk

Publish: 3/12/26  WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MT. HOREB
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Mt. Horeb, Dane County, Wisconsin adopted the following 
ordinance amendment at the Village Board meeting on March 4, 
2026.

Ordinance 2026-03 “AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE SECTION 
1.10(3) ZONING ADMINISTRATOR”.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that a copy of the ordinance is 
on file and open for public inspection in the office of the Village 
Clerk.  It is also available on the village website at www.moun-
thorebwi.info. 

Alyssa Gaffney, Village Clerk

Publish: 3/12/26   WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MT. HOREB
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Mt. Horeb, Dane County, Wisconsin adopted the following 
ordinance amendment at the Village Board meeting on March 4, 
2026.

Ordinance 2026-02 “AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND 
RE-ENACT THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF 
MOUNT HOREB, WISCONSIN”.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that a copy of the ordinance is 
on file and open for public inspection in the office of the Village 
Clerk.  It is also available on the village website at www.moun-
thorebwi.info. 

Alyssa Gaffney, Village Clerk

Publish: 3/12/26   WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB
NOTICE

Notice to All Mount Horeb Water Utility Customers
The Mount Horeb Water Utility will begin its spring Hydrant 

Flushing, beginning March 30th through April 30th.  Should your 
water become discolored, let your tap run for approximately 5 to 
10 minutes and it should clear up. Try to do your laundry in the 
evening hours if possible. Please be sure to keep your garbage 
and recycling carts on the terrace area or the apron of your drive-
way, off the gutter/street.   Rushing water could wash your carts 
away or damage them, and the water utility is not responsible for 
collecting the carts.  The water utility thanks you for your cooper-
ation in this matter. 

Brian Schult, Water Superintendent

Publish: 3/12/26, 3/19/26, 3/26/26   WNAXLP

The Vikings held Monroe 
without a field goal for more 
than 7 minutes during that 
stretch. Then, they closed 
things out at the free-throw 
line, scoring their final 14 
points there before reserve 
Ethan Morrisard’s 3-pointer 
in the closing seconds.

There was a different feel 
to this year’s regional title 
celebration, thanks in no 

small part to Manchester’s 
relative health. A year ago, 
he separated his shoulder 
in the same round of the 
tournament. The Vikings 
managed to hold off Mc-
Farland without him, then 
beat Monona Grove in the 
sectional semifinals before 
losing to Wauwatosa West 
in the sectional finals.

This year, Manchester 
joined his teammates in 
cutting down the nets with-
out having to celebrate in 
a sling. And Mount Horeb 

is feeling confident in its 
chances with its top gun and 
momentum on its side.

“It’s too early to talk about 
the historical importance of 
what he’s done for this pro-
gram — not only scoring, 
but probably a couple other 
categories,” Nesheim said. 
“He’s the best player I’ve 
ever coached and I’d say 
probably the best player to 
come through here. So it’s 
nice for him to be able to cut 
nets down at the end here 
and end it on the right foot.”

Mason Williams (above), Hayden Anderson (right) and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team 
won a WIAA Division 2 regional championship last weekend. Photos courtesy of Mary Langen-
feld

March 7
WIAA Division 2 regional final
Mount Horeb 84, Monroe 60
Monroe .................. 29 31 — 60
Mount Horeb ........ 40  44 — 84
MONROE — (fgm-fga ftm-fta 

pts) — Drew Monroe 0-0 0-0 0, 
Graysan Barthoff 2-3 0-0 6, Mekhi 
Brown 5-13 7-7 19, Kamrin Ger-
ber-Reamer 2-7 2-2 6, Lukas Ger-
ber 0-0 0-0 0, Ryan Roelli 0-0 0-0 
0, Logan Taylor 1-10 2-6 5, Marcus 
Ott 5-10, 2-4 16, Miles Versnik 
2-3 0-3 5, Xavier Hirsch 0-0 0-0 0, 
Max Hayden 0-1 0-0 0, Lucas Bar-
tels 0-0 0-2 0, Asher Cook 1-1 0-0 
3, Chase Huschitt 0-1 0-0 0. Totals: 
18-49 13-24 60.

MOUNT HOREB — (fgm-
fga ftm-fta pts) — Owen Schultz 
0-0 0-0 0, Kam Nesheim 0-1 0-0 
0, Ethan Morrisard 1-1 0-0 3, Josh 
Manchester 11-25 14-17 38, Con-
nor McCue 0-1 0-0 0, Hayden An-
derson 0-1 1-2 1, Max Grundahl 
0-0 0-0 0, Jack White 0-0 0-0 0, Cal 
Odgers 2-3 0-0 4, Mason Williams 
4-5 2-2 11, Evan Leibfried 3-5 0-0 
7, Henry Jennings 0-0 0-0 0, Nick 
Ibinger 0-0 0-0 0, Alex Chapman 
7-11 2-3 20, Everett Boatman 0-0 
0-0 0, Earl Strauss 0-0 0-0 0, Sam 
Grundahl 0-0 0-0 0. Totals: 26-53 
19-24 84.

	 TEAM STATS
Three-pointers: Monroe 11-34 

(Ott 4-9, Barthoff 2-3, Brown 2-6, 
Cook 1-1, Versnik 1-2, Taylor 1-7, 
Hayden 0-1, Huschitt 0-1, Gerber-
Reamer 0-4), Mount Horeb 9-17 
(Chapman 4-6, Manchester 2-7, 
Morrisard 1-1, Leibfried 1-1, Wil-
liams 1-1, Odgers 0-1). 

Turnovers: Monroe 12, Mount 
Horeb 9. Rebounds: Monroe 
24 (Taylor 8), Mount Horeb 34 
(Chapman 10). Assists: Monroe 11 
(Taylor 4), Mount Horeb 18 (Man-
chester 8). Steals: Monroe 4 (Ger-
ber-Reamer, Taylor, Ott, Herbst), 
Mount Horeb 8 (Manchester 5). 
Blocks: Monroe 0, Mount Horeb 
3 (Manchester, Odgers, Leibfried). 
Personal fouls: Monroe 19, Mount 
Horeb 19.

MONROE
continued from page 13
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS: 

NOON WEDNESDAY
the week prior to publication.
For rates and deadline information for 
multiple paper insertion, please call 
608-767-3655 or email:
classifieds@fingerpub.com

Rate: $13.00 for up to 
10 words, additional words are 

30¢ each. Ads must be paid in 
advance by credit card by calling

608-767-3655; or at our central
office in Black Earth – 

Finger Publishing, Inc.,
1126 Mills St., Black Earth

CLEARY  
RETAIL SALES

GREAT DEALS FOR ALL OF YOUR BUILDING 
AND CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Including 29 gauge new steel in many colors, lightly 
used steel, metal trims, walk doors, windows, trusses, 

lumber, fasteners, and even overhead doors!   
Contact the Cleary Building Corp. retail sales division 

at 608-497-4764.  Or retail @clearybuilding.com

FIREWOOD FOR SALE Larger
pieces for outdoor wood stove.
Call Steve 608-576-3637.

CW LANDSCAPING: Offering
Lawn mowing, Aerating,
Mulch/Rock installation,
Edging, retaining walls, Patios,
Bobcat work, tree service and
more. Great prices.
Insured/Free estimate. Call 608
212-3534

Scott’s Custom Services
Scrap Metal Pickup

Junk Vehicles • Batteries • Appliances

Scott Shelstad • Owner • Mt. Horeb
Please leave a Message

608-279-4227
Will Pick up all types of metal.

PARTS • SALES
SERVICE

RITCHIE IMPLEMENT, INC.
BARNEVELD
Barneveld 608-924-9711 • Cobb 608-623-2331

HOME HEALTHCARE PRO-
VIDER WANTED- weekend
mornings available. House-
keeping/personal care. Good
Pay. Cross Plains area. Call for
details. 608-798-4946

IN HOME CARE OFFERED
Private CNA-Compassionate
In-Home Care You Can Trust.
Are you looking for dependable,
personalized care for yourself
or a loved one? I am an
experienced professional
providing in-home care for:
Seniors & Elderly Clients,
Individuals with Physical or
Developmental Disabilities. I
focus on safety, health, dignity,
and comfort in the home.
Please call 608-513-7264 for a
free consultation.

IN-HOUSE & 
REMOTE
POSITION

GRAPHIC DESIGNER WANTED

brenda@fingerpub.com
Subject line: Graphic Designer

Seeking a FULL-TIME GRAPHIC DESIGNER for our print 
publications. Some hours would be required in-house at our 
office in Black Earth, and some could be done remotely. Job 

includes ad design, newspaper and shopper layout, plus 
pre-press work. Must have Adobe InDesign and Photoshop 

experience. Training would be mandatory in-house. 
Potential for remote work after training is fully completed.

Looking for self-starters that can adhere to strict deadlines. 
Pay based on experience. Email resumé and

examples of work to:

Dane - Iowa Wastewater Commission
Entry Level Wastewater Operator

Full Time / 7:00am-3:30pm M-F
Location: Mazomanie, Wisconsin

Job Summary: We are seeking a skilled and motivated individual to 
join our team as an entry level wastewater operator. As a member of 
the team, you will work under the guidance of the Superintendent 
and Lab Manager to learn how to operate all aspects of the treatment 
facility in a safe and efficient manner.

Responsibilities:
     • Assist with the day-to-day operations. 
     • Conduct regular checks and inspections to monitor equipment   
       and process performance and identify potential issues.
     • Perform equipment maintenance.
     • Accurately record data, and maintenance activity in logs and 
       computer systems.
     • Stay current with industry advancements, best practices, and  
       regulatory changes related to wastewater treatment.
     • Learn to operate the sludge removal process and learn
       laboratory practices.

Required Qualifications:
     • High school diploma or equivalent.
     • Strong work ethic and willingness to learn.
     • Ability to work effectively in a team environment.
     • Basic mechanical aptitude.
     • Valid driver’s license and reliable transportation.
     • Reside within 30 minutes of the facility for on-call emergencies.

Ideal Qualifications:
     • Basic or advanced wastewater operator’s license in the 
       State of Wisconsin with any of the following subgrades: 
       A1, B, C, P, D, L, and SS.
     • Experience in wastewater treatment plant operations.
     • Wastewater lab experience.

Compensation: Competitive wage with excellent benefits, Wisconsin 
Retirement System, paid vacation, sick leave and clothing allowance.

Application Process: To apply for this position, please submit your 
resumé, cover letter, and any relevant certifications or licenses to Jeff 
Moyer, Wastewater Superintendent, at daneiowawwtf@gmail.com. 
Interviews will be scheduled beginning the week of March 16.

EOE

MISCELLANEOUS
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
425-2108 today!
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, apps or 
prescriptions. 45-day risk free 
trial. Free shipping. Lifetime 
support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 
1-833-824-3349
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-833-
518-2155
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-844-260-2934

Village of Mount Horeb 
Seasonal Public Services Positions - $17.00 /HR
The Village of Mount Horeb is accepting applications for multiple seasonal Public Services 
positions. 
Summer Crew Persons: Full-time (40 hrs/week)mid-May through August.
Duties: Park maintenance, mowing, trimming, ball diamond upkeep, shelter cleaning, brush 
chipping and general grounds work. 
Spring/Fall Seasonal Mowing Position: Part-time, 24-40 hrs/week during April -June and 
August- October. Flexible weekday schedule required due to weather and mowing needs.
Requirements: Valid driver's license required. Ability to work independently. Experience 
with mowing and power equipment preferred. 

For more information, contact Jeff Gorman at 608-437-3351 or 
jeff.gorman@mounthorebwi.info.

Apply online: www.mounthorebwi.info
Applications are due by noon Friday, March 27.

EOE

FOR SALE SERVICES

HELP WANTED

2 regional semifinal. The Vi-
kings, seeded second in their 
half of the sectional, won 
their seventh straight game 
and improved to 20-5. The 
seventh-seeded Blackhawks 
finished the year 13-13.

“I was really pleased,” 
Mount Horeb coach Todd 
Nesheim said. “I was very 
concerned about this game. 
They know us. We know 
them. That’s always tough.”

Mount Horeb defeated 
Fort, 66-51, on Jan. 20. The 
Vikings then upended the 
Blackhawks, 66-58, on Feb. 
26, to win a share of the 
Badger Small Conference.

When they met again 
eight days later, Fort tried 
to slow the game down, 
limit possessions and hang 
around as long as possible. 
The Blackhawks did that, 
trailing just 39-35 with 7:06 
left, before Mount Horeb 
finished the game on a 22-7 

run.
Senior guard Josh Man-

chester led the Vikings with 
35 points, while junior wing 
Alex Chapman added 11.

“We’re figuring out ways 
to win games,” Nesheim 
said. “If it’s 70 points, 80 
points, this one looked like 
it’d be a game in the 40s. 
Whatever it takes. How do 
you win those games, and 
we’re figuring it out.”

This one took some time 
to figure out as Fort played at 
a snail’s pace in the first half 
and hung tight. Manchester 
had 16 first half points, but 
the Vikings struggled to get 
any separation.

“They ran longer posses-
sions,” Nesheim said of the 
Blackhawks. “But at half-
time, our guys said, ‘We 
know their offense better 
than they do.’ That was a 
nice compliment to how we 
prepared. We truly did know 
their stuff really well, so I 
felt pretty good about that.”

Still, it took a while to put 

the Blackhawks away. And 
when Fort converted a tradi-
tional three-point play with 
just more than 7 minutes 
left, the Blackhawks were 
within 39-35.

The Vikings worked 
themselves into the bonus, 
though, and over the last 
5:46, they went 12-of-14 
from the line. Manchester 
was a perfect 6-of-6, Chap-
man made both of his foul 
shots and junior post Evan 
Leibfried went 3-of-4.

Overall, Mount Horeb 
shot 17-of-21 at the line on 
the night.

“We just manned up,” 
Nesheim said. “The pressure 
didn’t bother them.”

There were several things 
the Vikings did well in this 
game.

Mount Horeb forced 17 
turnovers and had just six 
itself. The Vikings gathered 
57% of the rebounds. And 
Mount Horeb held Fort to 
11-of-31 shooting (35.5%).

It all added up to a third 

straight win over Fort this 
season — as the Vikings did 
their part to dispel an old 
wives’ tale.

“Fort played really, really 
well in the first half and had 
confidence,” Nesheim said. 
“But I think we kind of wore 
them down. Our guys did a 
great job, especially in the 
second half.”

March 6
Mount Horeb 61, 
Fort Atkinson 42
Fort Atkinson …… 19 23 — 42
Mount Horeb …..... 23 38 — 61
Fort Atkinson — Ryley Kloster 

0 0-0 0, Graeson Geiger 6 4-6 17, 
Nolan Quamme 3 0-0 9, Carter 
Klopcic 1 0-0 3, Oliver Evans 2 2-4 
6, Dontae Samuels 2 2-2 7 6. To-
tals: 13 8-12 42.

Mount Horeb — Kam Nesheim 
1 0-0 2, Josh Manchester 11 8-9 35, 
Hayden Anderson 1 0-0 2, Cal Odg-
ers 1 0-0 2, Alex Chapman 3 5-6 11, 
Evan Leibfried 2 3-4 8, Nick Ibin-
ger 0 1-2 1. Totals: 19 17-21 61.

Three-pointers: MH 6 (Man-
chester 5, Leibfried 1); FA 6 
(Quamme 2, Klopcic 1, Geiger 1, 
Samuels 1). Fouls: FA 19, MH 16. 
Fouled out: Geiger

Evan Leibfried and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team put 
together a terrific second half and pulled away from Fort At-
kinson last Friday. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

FORT
continued from page 10
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          GREAT LIVING for 55+
Professionally managed by Attic Angel 

841 N. Main Street • Verona, WI 
Studios • 1BR • 2 BR

Includes ALL utilities, daily breakfast buffet,  
housekeeping, common spaces and more!

Your hometown lifestyle awaits!
           Call for a tour: 608.653.1801

OakmontSeniorCommunity.com

Jollie Tree
Service

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Storm Damage

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS

Free Estimates

608-206-2834
jollietree@aol.com

NextGen Roofing & ConstructionNextGen Roofing & Construction

Call Today Call Today 608-570-0244608-570-0244
 Roofs – Pole Sheds – Garages – Barndominiums

RUDY DET WEILER 
S4194 BARREAU RD. 
LAVALLE, WI 53941

FREE ESTIMATES!

A NAME 
THAT STANDS 

FOR 
QUALITY

• Can be Installed Over An Existing Roof
• 40 Year Factory Warranty 

• 4- Star Hail And Fire Resistant • Ventilated At Peak 
• Hidden Fastener • Many Colors Available

UNITED ROOFINGUNITED ROOFING

Tired of re-roofing 
your house?

TRY A 
STEEL ROOF!

608-986-2468 
Leave a Message!

Miller & SonsMiller & Sons
ReclaimedReclaimed
BarnwoodBarnwood

RUSTIC BARNRUSTIC BARN
TIMBERTIMBER
FRAMESFRAMES

Available for Constructing:Available for Constructing:
Wedding VenuesWedding Venues

Horse Stables • Barn HousesHorse Stables • Barn Houses

CALLCALL
608-570-0244608-570-0244

Manchester a finalist for Mr. Basketball
Mount Horeb star one of five players 
in the running for prestigious award

Mount Horeb senior 
standout Josh Manchester 
has been named a finalist 
for Wisconsin’s prestigious 
Mr. Basketball award. The 
award is given by the Wis-
consin Basketball Coaches 
Association. 

Only seniors are eligi-
ble for the Mr. Basketball 
Award.

Manchester is averaging 
29.6 points per game for a 
Mount Horeb team that is 
21-5, tied for the Badger 
Small Conference title and 
won a WIAA Division 2 
regional championship last 
week. Manchester, who 
missed seven games mid-
way through the season with 
a separated shoulder, is also 
averaging 4.3 rebounds per 
game.

“It’s definitely a big 
honor,” Manchester said. “I 
think about all the work that 
I’ve put in, and everyone 
who has supported me along 
the way. 

“My family has always 
been there for me and al-
ways has my back. I’ve got 
to give them a lot of the 
credit.”

The five finalists include 
(alphabetically):

• Yusef Gray Jr., West 

Allis Central — Averages 
24.5 points, 6.9 rebounds 
and 4.0 assists per game. 
Gray, an Iowa State recruit, 
suffered a season-ending la-
brum injury on Feb. 12.

• Amare Hereford, Beloit 
Memorial — The standout 
guard is averaging 36.4 
points, 9.0 rebounds and 5.4 
assists per game for a Purple 
Knights team that went 22-2 
in the regular season.

• Andrew Jensen, 
Kaukauna — The DePaul 
recruit is averaging 17.9 
points and 13.2 rebounds 
per game.

• Josh Manchester, 
Mount Horeb — Now 
ranks 10th in state history 
in scoring with 2,513 ca-
reer points. Manchester 
could pass former Cassville 
standout Sam Okey at No. 9 
(2,539) with a big game in 

the sectional semifinals.
• Zavier Zens, Wisconsin 

Lutheran — Northern Iowa 
recruit has helped lead the 
Vikings to a 26-0 record as 
they gun for a third straight 
WIAA Division 1 state 
title. Zens is averaging 24.1 
points, 5.3 rebounds and 4.4 
assists per game. He’s also 
shooting 63% from the field 
and 42% from three-point 
range.

Since 1982 the Wiscon-
sin Basketball Coaches As-
sociation has awarded the 
most outstanding senior 
basketball player in the state 
the honor of Mr. Basketball. 
Nominees are determined 
by a committee of current 
WBCA Executive Board 
members. Voting for the 
honor is handled by a panel 
of WBCA Hall of Fame 
Coaches. 

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Mount Horeb’s Josh Manchester (3) is one of five finalists for the prestigious ‘Mr. Basketball’ 
award handed out by the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association. Photo courtesy of Mary 
Langenfeld
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