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Friends and family at the Frolic (above) honored the memory of Olivia Grace Zim- 2023 marked another great season of Wednesday Night Live free concert season.
mer, a local young woman who died in a 2022 car accident. Photo by Jason McMahon. Photo by Matthew Jefko.
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Local first responders remembered the 9/11 terror
attacks. File photo.
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Duking it out at the annual Bucket List Boxing event in Pine Bluff (above). Revisit Indigenous dancers thrilled Mount Horeb audiences
some of last year’s top stories starting on page 3. Photo by Ron Lutz II. at the 2023 Native Art Marketplace. Photo by Ron Lutz
11.
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Obituarz

Peter Donald
Strube

May 21, 1971 -
Dec. 11,2023

MOUNT HOREB - Pe-
ter Donald Strube, age 52,
passed away on Monday,
Dec. 11, 2023. He was born
on May 21, 1971, in Mil-
waukee, the son of Donald
Strube and Nancy Sommer-
feld. He was united in mar-
riage to Rebecca Church on
Oct. 28, 1995, in Waukegan,
111.

Peter earned his B.A. in
Nursing from Luther Col-
lege in 1994 and his Mas-
ter’s in Nurse Anesthesia
from St. Mary’s University
in 2006. He went on to earn
his Doctor of Nursing Prac-

tice degree from Rosalind
Franklin University in 2017
and his MBA from Edge-
wood College in 2019.

Peter retired from the
US. Army Nurse Corps
after 21 years of service,
having achieved the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel. He
deployed four times, which
included service in both Iraq
and Afghanistan. He earned
the War on Terrorism medal,
the Enduring Freedom med-
al, the Mobilization Armed
Forces Reserve medal, the
Iraqi Freedom and Global
War on Terror medal, and
held numerous certificates
of achievement, apprecia-
tion, and training from the
United States Army.

Dr. Strube was an Assis-
tant Professor at Newman
University School of Nurse
Anesthesia and was a devel-
oper of the pharmacology
CPC Modules for multiple
CRNA education programs.
His teaching background
included serving as an As-
sistant Program Director at
the University of Wisconsin
Oshkosh, an Associate Pro-
fessor at Saint Mary’s Uni-
versity of Minnesota, and an
Assistant Professor at Rosa-
lind Franklin University of
Medicine and Science.

Peter loved his fam-
ily more than anything, he
loved Christmas, Bill’s Piz-
za, hockey, a good conver-
sation, and never shied away

from what he believed.

He lived by his favor-
ite quote by Martin Luther
King Jr., “If you can’t fly,
then run. If you can’t run,
then walk. If you can’t walk,
then crawl, but by all means,
keep moving.”

Peter is survived by his
wife, Rebecca; sons, Noah
Strube and Alexander Stru-
be; daughter, Sarah Strube;
parents, Donald Strube and
Nancy Sommerfeld; two
sisters, Shannon Strube
and Nicole (Troy) Cross;
niece, Josie Cross; nephew,
Chance Cross. He was pre-
ceded in death by his grand-
parents, Gordon and Betty
Strube, and Robert and
Marcella (Fosterling) Som-

merfeld.

A memorial service will
be held at EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH,
315 E. Main St., Mount
Horeb, at 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 16,2024 . Visitation will
be held at the church from
12 noon until the time of the
service on Tuesday.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made in Peter’s
name to Wounded Warriors
Project. Online condolenc-
es may be made at www.
gundersonfh.com.

Gunderson Mount Horeb
Funeral & Cremation Care
500 N. Eighth St.
(608) 437-5077

Gleanings

By Bars Jonnson
Mount Horeb Mail

130 Years Ago-

Jan. 4, 1894

Andrew Huset had a chop-
ping bee last Saturday.

For Sale: five acres of
first class land with a new
dwelling house on it, and
half interest in a well and
wind mill. Located about 50
rods from the Mount Horeb
Academy grounds.

We have now fixed up our
new mill and can grind corn
with the cob to satisfaction.
Bring your corn in and try
this new method. Bohn Bros.

Our esteemed young
friend, Mr. A. G. Paulson,
of this place, and Miss Jose-
phine Schubert, of Madison,
were joined in wedlock, Dec.
28, 1893, by Justice Mandt,
at the home of the bride in
the capital city. It was some-
what of a surprise to our citi-
zens that this young couple
had decided to take this most
important step without being
suspected of ringing their un-
suspected intentions into im-
mediate execution. They are
now enjoying their wedding
trip to the Garden City and
expected back to our midst
this week where we hope
they will settle down. Their
many friends wish them joy
and happiness, and our wish
is that their sorrows may be
few and their troubles only
little ones.

What Mount Horeb is in
need of now is a good large
opera hall.

Oliver Grefsrud received a
gash in his knee while saw-
ing wood with a circle saw a
couple of weeks ago, which
has cause considerable trou-
ble. He is, however, getting
along fairly well at present.

The sale of Rasmus Lun-
de’s carpenter tools was held
last Tuesday as advertised,
and figured up to something
over seventy dollars. J. L.
Malone was the auctioneer.

Hans Haakenes and Hals-
tine Knudson sold their last
year’s hail cut tobacco crop
to Carl Tennert, of Stough-
ton, last week for 1 1/4 cents

a pound.

Rumor is afloat that L.
Sutter, Sr., will put up a fine
and commodious residence
next summer.

Don’t tobacco  spit or
smoke your life away is the
truthful startling title of a
little book that tells all about
No-tobacco, the wonder-
ful, harmless GUARAN-
TEED tobacco habit cure.
Sold by H.V. Bancroft.

120 Years Ago-
Jan.7,1904

Christ Gesme came home
New Year’s Day for a short
visit with the folks at home.
He was accompanied by a
handsome young lady whose
name we learned to be Miss
Anderson.

A preliminary test was
given the waterworks plant
last Monday and was wit-
nessed by many interested
spectators and property own-
ers. Only 90 lbs. pressure
was put on and this threw
two good-sized streams from
one hydrant. The boys of the
fire department will have
reason to be confident that
when they are given the full
capacity of the machine, 200
Ibs., they will be able to do
effective work.

C.O. Ruste made a brief
halt at the threshold of our
sanctum Tuesday.

W. Bilse sold a fine high
stepping nag to ex-Sheriff
Brown of Madison the other
day, realizing the handsome
price of $130.

110 Years Ago-
Jan. 2,1914

O.P. Berg has been assist-
ing Albert Ness in putting in
his billiard and pool tables
this week.

We received a commu-
nication from our nephew,
Talmer Dahlen at Front,
Minn. that he had taken unto
himself a wife on Dec. 23rd,
having won the heart and
hands of the best little girl
in Fairbault county. We con-
gratulate.

John and Harvey Fargo,
Peter and Chas. Rue, took an
auto trip to Monticello last
Saturday. The latter acted as

Chauffeur and made the six-
ty mile trip in good time with
his 1909 Buick machine.

The work of installing the
new gas producer engine at
the electric light plant was a
big job and will soon be in
position when day current
will be furnished.

Skating on the lake has
been enjoyed by a great many
during the holiday vacation.
The ice was pronounced safe
the 20th. The youngsters are
getting quite proficient in the
art of skating and are having
much pleasure in the sport.

The new eugenic health
marriage law that goes into
effect Jan. 1 in Wisconsin
will apparently stop mar-
riage. Half of the marriages
are now childless and there
are not club footed, hunch-
backed and idiotic persons
born as much as 70 or 100
years ago.

Dr. Albert Thomson is
getting settled, has had his
household goods shipped
here and will soon start
housekeeping with his sister
Lena as housekeeper.

100 Years Ago-

Jan. 1, 1924

WANTED TO TRADE: A
good work horse for a good
fat cow or steer to butcher.
George  Neuenschwander.
Phone 2-95.

Joe Mulcay, who for the
past twelve years has taught
music in this vicinity, died
Saturday afternoon after a
long illness. He was an ac-
complished musician and
had a large class of students.
The last few weeks of his life
were spent at the Mt. Horeb
House, where the Branman
sisters gave him very won-
derful care until the grim
reaper called him.

J.N. Dahlen is building a
new house for P.C. Paulson
this week - in which he will
house a fine Russian Wolf
Hound.

From now on the Mt.
Horeb Barber shops will
close every Tuesday and
Thursday at 6 o’clock. Also
during the winter months
they will close at 10 o’clock
Saturday evenings.

80 Years Ago-
Jan. 6, 1944

Wonder where your now
unobtainable nylon stock-

ings are, ladies? Our great
manufacturers have taken
them to the battlefronts
where 1,920 pairs, enough
for 3,840 legs, go to make a
single “human escape” para-
chute.

W. J. Olson was taken
to the Veterans’ Hospital,
Wood with three blood clots
in his leg. Oliver Lee, ac-
companied by Fritz Flatberg,
brought Bill to the hospital.

Give the hair a dry sham-
poo by sprinkling cornmeal
or almond meal through it
and then brushing it out thor-
oughly.

Dance at the Parkway
Ballroom with Don Cham-
bers and His Orchestra.

Mr. and Mrs. William
Grimstad received a tele-
gram on Wednesday of last
week from the War Depart-
ment that their son, Gordon,
was missing in action in the
African area. No late report
has been received.

70 Years Ago-
Jan.7,1954

At the National Hotel this
week, ocean perch dinner is
60¢; shrimp dinner, 85¢. All
dinners include French Fries
and cabbage salad.

Rev. Hector Gunderson,
pastor of Vermont, Black
Earth and East Blue Mounds
Lutheran Churches, an-
nounced his resignation at
the services in the churches
last Sunday after serving the
parish for 30 years. He has
accepted the call to Lake
Edge Lutheran Church in
Madison. His resignation
brings to an end a more than
65-year father and son min-
istry here.

Mrs. CM. (Julia) Grim-
stad, pioneer Mount Horeb
resident, will observe her
92nd birthday on Saturday,
Jan. 9.

William Marty took over
the Sinclair Station on the
corner of Springdale and
Eighth Streets on Monday of
this week.

60 Years Ago-

Jan. 2, 1964

The first of three Sabin
oral polio immunizations are
scheduled for Jan. 12 in the
Mount Horeb High School
lunchroom. Enough vaccine
will be provided to service a
population of 5000 in Mount

Horeb. A donation of 25¢ per
dose is requested to help de-
fray the cost of the program.
Vaccine will be furnished
free to those unable to pay.

Louise Brooks, Palmer-
ston, New Zealand, who is
paralyzed from the waist
down as a result of a swim-
ming accident, is here tak-
ing treatment from Dr. C. S.
Gonstead.

Mrs. Mabel Soper, age 64,
Mount Horeb, died on Mon-
day, Dec. 23, 1963 in her
home.

Marine Private Richard W.
Fredrickson, Mount Horeb
completed recruit training
at the Marine Corps Recruit
Depot, Parris Island, S. C.

30 Years Ago-
Jan. 6, 1994

Winners of the annual
Christmas bicycle drawing
at the State Bank of Mount
Horeb were Caitlin Lesar,
age 2 and Andrew Davis, 19
months. They will both need
to grow into them.

Dennis Bohn, Mount
Horeb, graduated from the
Optometric Technician Pro-
gram at Madison Area Tech-
nical College at a mid-year
graduation ceremony Dec.
17.

Jerin Zander won the 126-
Ib. title at the Bi-State Invi-
tational at La Crosse over
Christmas break.

608-437-6902

RSVP 608-437-6902

Jan. 8 for link

11:00am-1:00pm

COMMUNITY |
CALENDAR

FRIDAY, JANUARY 5

Neighbors Helping Neighbors - Food Pantry and
Clothes Closet. New Hours: SENIORS ONLY - Fri-
days 9:00-10:30am; All shoppers 3:00-6:00pm.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

Neighbors Helping Neighbors - Food Pantry and
Clothes Closet - open 10:00-11:30am

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

Mt. Horeb FFA Alumni Toy Show - Sunday, Jan. 7
8:30 am to 2:30 pm; Kiddy Tractor Pull at 11:00 am
$3.00 adults admission; kids 12 and under are free

MONDAY, JANUARY 8

PFLAG Mt. Horeb meeting, 6:00-8:00pm. Mt.
Horeb Public Library meeting room (not a library
sponsored event). Speakers: Sarah & Ian Hoffman,
authors of “Jacob’s New Dress”.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9
Tai Chi, Mt. Horeb Senior Center, 1:00pm. RSVP

Ageless Grace, Mt. Horeb Senior Center, 2:00pm.

Mound Vue Garden Club, virtual presentation via
Zoom, 7:00pm, Contact slowell844@gmail.com on

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
Mt. Horeb Seniors Blood Pressure Check, 10:00-
11:00am, Senior Center

Lunch for Mt. Horeb Seniors at Fink’s Cafe,

Euchre - Mt. Horeb Senior Center, 12:30pm

Information for the Community Calendar must be emailed
by noon on the Monday of the week of publication.

Information should be emailed to mhclassies@fingerpub.com.
We reserve the right to edit for length.

y
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The stories of 2023

Here’s a chance to revisit some of the many articles that defined last year

An Afghan

soldier’s story

One day in 2011, a young
but vastly experienced
military officer named
Arman was shot through
the leg as he rushed through
a deluge of bullets to help
a wounded soldier under
his command. The offi-
cer wrapped a tourniquet
around his thigh and battled
on. He knew his men would
succumb to despair if he
stopped fighting.

It was not his first battle.
It would certainly not be his
last.

Prior to that particular
firefight, Taliban forces
learned American soldiers
had temporarily left the area,
where Arman and his fellow
soldiers were working as
peacekeepers in the Afghan
National Army (ANA).
They and the civilians they
were protecting were in a
deep, vulnerable valley,
entombed by steep peaks.
Taliban forces surrounded
them and set up loudspeak-
ers that boomed ominously
from the mountaintops, like
the voice of some malevo-
lent deity, demanding that
they turn over their weapons
and leave, or be slaughtered.

Arman and his compatriots
were able to hold them off
until air support arrived, and
they were able to escape.

A decade later, in August
of 2021, after countless
more missions and fire-
fights, after suicide bomb-
ings and other assassination
attempts, Arman was told
to bring his men and equip-
ment to a coalition outpost.
When he arrived at the divi-
sion, however, it was a ghost
town. The American forces
had left, seemingly over-
night. And this time, they
weren’t coming back. It was
only a matter of days before
most of the country fell to
the Taliban.

In the blink of an eye,
Arman went from being a
coalition war hero to a fu-
gitive. He began receiving
letters saying he would be
killed.

He knew he had to leave
his country or die.

Arman, a captain in the
ANA, fought with coalition
forces against the Taliban
from 2007 until 2021. With
his extensive knowledge of
military tactics and Ameri-
can weaponry, he is a high
value target. If he fell into
their hands, he would not
merely be shot. He would be

CHURCH NOTES

Good News Lutheran Church
-WELS
NEW LOCATION:
9975 Pepper Dr
Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
(in person and online)
Sunday School and Bible
Study 10:15 am
608-437-4646 visit
GoodNewsLC.org/location
for details & directions

Immanuel Lutheran Church
www.immanuelmh.org

Sunday 10:00 service
210 W Main St Maiint Hareh

Immanuel Lutheran Church
www.immanuelmh.org
Sunday 10:00 service

310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb

Mt Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran
315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org
Facebook: evangelical
lutheran church of mt. horeb
8am morning devotions M-F
9am in-person Sunday Worship
Pre-Recorded online worship/
also available via telephone call
1-855-514-2017

Mt. Horeb United Methodist
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org
Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ
693 Highway 92 in Mt Vernon
608-832-6677
www.mtvernonucc.org
Sunday Worship, in-person and
on Facebook Live, 10:15 am
Email:
pastormtvernon@gmail.com
We are an Open and Affirming
Congregation

New Hope Evangelical Free
Church
639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb
Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

Perry Lutheran Church
ELCA
1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
WWW.
perrvlutheranchurchelca.ora

Springdale Lutheran Church
2752 Town Hall Rd. 608-437-
3493
Vicar: James Ranney
Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th
Sundays of the month at 10am
twosteeples.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish
Rev. Robert Butz- Parish
Administrator
St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb
608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am
Tuesday thru Friday - 8:00 am
Sat. 5:00 pm
Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church
10070 Spring Valley Dr.,
Mount Horeb
Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA
9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church
2962 Church St.,Blue Mounds
608-437-3493
Vicar: James Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th
Sunday of the month, 10:00 am

tortured first. He knows this
because of the letters he has
received from the Taliban,
written in their own hand,
sometimes in blood-red ink.

Today, Arman is living
and working in the United
States. But his fight is far
from over. While he waits
and hopes to be granted asy-
lum in America, he thinks of
his wife and children, who
must remain in hiding in
Afghanistan, where they are
currently stranded. They too
could be tortured and killed
if they were discovered
by those who now run the
country. They are like pris-
oners, moving from place
to place, never venturing in
public, lest they be captured
and killed.

Enter Chet Isaacson, a se-
nior litigation attorney for
American Family Insurance.
A rural Mount Horeb resi-
dent, Isaacson is affable and
outdoorsy, a typical Wis-
consinite. He coaches youth
athletics, loves deer hunting,
wood working, and his fam-
ily and their four dogs. He is
also playing an integral role
in Arman’s story, working
free of charge to help him

QUALITY
SERVICE
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608-437-5112
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gain asylum.

It started one day, a year
ago, when Isaacson opened
his inbox and saw an email
asking for lawyers to help
refugees gain asylum in the
United States. A few years
earlier, he and his wife,
Laura, had seen a news re-
port about American fami-
lies taking in refugees who
had fled from war-torn
countries. They thought they
would like to do something
like that, themselves, but life
was hectic at the time, and it
never materialized.

“When I saw the email, I
figured this was my chance
to help,” he explains, add-
ing with a chuckle, “despite
knowing absolutely nothing
about immigration law. I im-
mediately responded ‘yes.’
I didn’t even really think
about it.” He would offer
his time and expertise, pro
bono.

What followed for Isaa-
cson was a crash course in
how the United States ex-
amines and admits refugees
who are seeking asylum.

“Initially it was a lot of
reading, just so I could learn
to navigate the whole pro-
cess,” he explains. “I would
equate it to a heart surgeon
being asked to do dentistry,
or something. It’s just totally
different. Oh, and it’s fed-

Dodgeville

& Openers Sales
& Service

Home, Farm or
Commercial

Call Doug at
608-935-0076

GARAGE DOORS
AND OPENERS

COTTAGE
Bakery
iN

100% gluten-free, dairy-free & delicious

« BREADS - DONUTS - COOKIES
and more!

Ordering Available by

Phone / Email / Online

608-516-9170

tishasdeliciousbakery:com
tishasdelicioushakery@gmail.com
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Offering LAND SURVEYS in
Southern Wisconsin with
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LAND SURVEYS -
Bob Talarczyk, Professional Land Surveyor

517 2nd Avenue, New Glarus, W1 53574
608.527.5216 ¢ talarczyksurveys.com

BOUNDARY SURVEYS * CERTIFIED SURVEYS MAPS

eral law, while most of what
I do is civil defense.”

“From there it really was
just a coalition of people,”
he says. “Law firms, organi-
zations, Catholic charities,
Jewish charities.”

“It really was a team ef-
fort,” Isaacson continues. “I
was only a small part of it.
There were so many people
and groups that helped. It
makes you realize that most
people are, really, pretty
damned good people.”

“My involvement is really
much less interesting than
[Arman’s] story,” Isaacson
adds.

Isaacson and fellow at-
torney Linda Schmit, along
with Arman filed an 1-589,
the federal Application for
Asylum and for Withholding
of Removal. People may file
for asylum if they are physi-
cally present in the United
States and are not U.S. citi-
zens.

“To establish asylum in
the U.S. you need to show
that you are at risk of perse-
cution in your home coun-
try; that you can’t return,”
explains Isaacson. “So, re-
ally what we are trying to
prove is that he can’t return.
That he’s at risk of persecu-
tion, in this instance because
he fought with coalition
forces against the Taliban.”

Nearly every American
knows vaguely that Af-
ghanistan has experienced
more than four decades of
bloody mayhem, starting
with a coup and the subse-
quent Soviet invasion, and
later the American invasion.
But Isaacson got to see the
violence and tragedy mani-
fested in one man’s life.

“When he was a kid, it
was the Russians,” he says.
“Death is just a way of life
for him. The only time I’ve
seen him display any emo-
tion about it is when he talks
about his family.”

“His high school, and this
is not uncommon, was a
military academy,” Isaacson
said. What followed was a

life almost exclusively dedi-
cated to the armed forces.

“He’s a very smart guy,
a very effective person,”
Isaacson observes. “He’s all
business, and he’s intense.”

“He had this great re-
spect for the U.S. military,
and in some ways, he al-
most thought they were all-
powerful because of what
they came in and did,” he
says. But when they left in
2021, things quickly disin-
tegrated. The Taliban, made
up of ultraconservative Af-
ghan student-warriors that
originally sprang from mu-
jahideen groups and reli-
gious seminaries in Pakistan
and Afghanistan, roared
back into power.

“It’s chilling,” Isaacson
says. “It’s not just getting
killed, it’s all of the horrible
ways they are going to tor-
ture him.”

As a captain in the ANA,
Arman was used to helping
people. But when the United
States left, he found himself
being the one who needed
help.

“So, in 2021, the U.S.
leaves, and the way he de-
scribes it, they just disap-
peared,” says Isaacson.
“People woke up one morn-
ing and they were gone.”

That’s when Arman was
told to report back to a co-
alition base, only to arrive
and find it, and his country,
abandoned.

“Literally no one was
there,” Isaacson says.

Arman contacted a close
friend, who happened to be
an American soldier.

“He developed a really
close relationship with an
officer in the U.S. Army
who lives in Wisconsin,”
Isaacson says. “[Arman]
contacted him, he was on
vacation at the time, actu-
ally, and he worked for 48
hours to get [Arman] and his
family over here. He under-
stood that staying was basi-
cally a death sentence.”

For a moment, it looked

continued on page 4
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like the story would have a
happy ending. But the air-
port in Kabul is surrounded
by a deep canal, and when
Arman and his wife and
young children attempted to
reach the runway, they real-
ized that crossing what was
essentially a moat would
likely end with their chil-
dren being either drowned
or trampled to death by the
throngs of people trying to
flee the country they called
home. “It was literally thou-
sands of people, as far as the
eye could see, trying to get
on an airplane,” says Isaac-
son.

Arman surged ahead,
thinking the remaining U.S.
forces at the airport would
be able to get his family to
the airplane if only he could
reach them and tell them
his plight. After all, he had
fought with them for so
many years. After board-
ing the plane, he was told
that his family could not be
reached; that they would be
left behind.

That was the last time he
saw them.

Shortly after the plane
took off, Kabul International
Airport fell to the Taliban.

Last summer, Arman’s
American friend wrote a
memorandum to the Chief
of Mission laying out the
reasons he and his family
should be given visas to the
United States. When Arman
arrived in the United States,
the American officer’s fam-
ily paid for him to take a
bus to Wisconsin, where he
lived in the American of-
ficer’s home until he could
save enough money to get
his own apartment.

Arman currently works at
a convenience store while he
waits for the courts to decide
whether he will live or die.
He does not know what will
become of his wife and chil-
dren. He has not, at least not
yet, succumbed to despair.

“The next time you go
into a [convenience store],
you may be speaking to a
war hero,” Isaacson points
out.

Arman’s story is one of
millions. Since the passage
of the Refugee Act in 1980
the United States has taken in
an estimated 3.7 million refu-
gees and asylees.

Under the United States
Immigration and Nationality
Act (INA), a refugee is an
alien who “has experienced
past persecution or has a well-
founded fear of persecution
on account of race, religion,
nationality, membership in a
particular social group, or po-
litical opinion.” Individuals
who meet this definition may
be considered for either refu-
gee status under Section 207
of the INA if they are outside
the United States, or asylum
status under Section 208 of
the INA, if they are already in
the United States.

When U.S. forces left Af-

ghanistan, the number of
people seeking safe passage
skyrocketed. Many have sto-
ries like Arman. Others could
be potential terrorists.

“Needless to say, in 2021
there was an influx of refu-
gee applicants, some of
whom might actually have
been members of the Tali-
ban,” Isaacson explains.
“So, I do understand that
maybe the only right way to
do this is to apply the same
amount of scrutiny to every-
one.”

Even so, Isaacson hoped
Arman’s case would be de-
cided by now.

“I went to Chicago with
him and did his hearing in
October,” he says. “We all
thought it would be decided
by now.”

So, when will the court
decide? “The short answer
is, we don’t know. I keep
checking,” Isaacson replies.

Isaacson says working
with Arman has opened his
eyes to both the amount of
suffering in the world, and
the willingness of people,
including strangers, to reach
out and help those who are
in trouble.

“It’s kind of similar to
when you have kids,” he
muses. “There are certain
things in your life that just
make you more consider-
ate. Having kids is like that,
where you start to think of
others and hopefully become
a better person. You look
at someone and you think,
‘Hey, that’s someone’s kid.’
It softens you. And I think
this experience, I hope this
experience, does the same
thing. Not just when talking
to someone from the Middle
East, but when dealing with
anyone who is foreign or
even just in any group you
don’t immediately identify
with.”

“How many people do
you know who have fought
multiple battles against ter-
rorists?” he adds. “It makes
you think twice. You don’t
know what someone has
been through.”

Editor’s note: Arman is
not the real name of the man
profiled in this story. It was
changed to protect his fam-
ily. He won the right to live
in the U.S. later in 2023.

More than 200
lead water lines
removed in
Mount Horeb

The United States finally
banned the use of leaded
pipe and solder in new
plumbing systems back
in 1986, merely a couple
thousand years after people
first knew they were harmful
to human health, but many
remaining pipe networks
around the country predate
the policy. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA)
estimated last year that there
were still 6 to 10 million
lead service lines across the
nation. But there are a lot
less lead pipes in the Vil-

lage of Mount Horeb than
there used to be, following a
replacement campaign that
took place in 2022 and will
continue into the spring of
this year.

The initiative in Mount
Horeb replaced more than
200 lead service lines on the
homeowners’ side (the por-
tion that goes from the main
line to the meter on the side
of the house). The village
had originally planned to
have the lead lines replaced
by 2025, but a $1.56 mil-
lion grant from the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) last year
meant the Troll Capital of
the World was able to get
well ahead of schedule.
The village hoped to have
the work wrapped up by
October 28, 2022, around
the time the blacktop plant
closed for the year, but un-
related construction projects
on Main and Eighth streets
prevented some lead service
lines from being replaced for
homes with those addresses.
Luckily, the village’s utility
office applied for an exten-
sion on the DNR grant and
now has until April 28 to
complete the remaining lead
service line replacements.

The grant money, which
works out to $6,000 per
home, should cover the lead
line replacement costs.

Olsons look
back on lives
dedicated

to beauty

Bill and Muriel Olson met
at a party in a cow pasture,
in rural New Glarus. They
fell in love, eventually got
married, and spent their
lives together adding beauty
to the world around them.

When Muriel first laid
eyes on Bill, he was al-
ready working as a florist.
He started selling flowers
out of his family home in
Barneveld, in 1954.

“When we got married,
he took care of everything,”
Muriel remembers.

Eventually, Bill rented
space in Barneveld. The
shop moved to Mount Horeb
in November of 1962, and it
has been in the village ever
since, currently at 214 East
Main Street. But now, the
people at Olson’s Flowers
say they have decided it’s
time to sell the business and
say goodbye to a profes-
sion that defined them for so
many years. Bill died in late
2020, and Heidi Wittwer,
who has worked at Olson’s
for 43 years, has decided to
retire. Muriel, along with
Bill’s sister, Judy Olson-
Sutton, and Wittwer recently
took the time to look back
on all those special moments
they were part of, over the
years.

“Bill always said he was
going to write a book on
all the things we saw,” re-
flects Muriel. “That never
happened, of course, but
he had some good stories, I

tell ya. He was going to call
the book, ‘There goes the
bride.””

She starts at the begin-
ning, at that party in a field
where they first laid eyes on
one another. “It was good,”
she says with a grin. “It was
wild.”

“By October we de-
cided to get married, but
we waited a year because
his dad had passed and you
don’t do anything like that
right after someone dies,”
she explains.

Olson-Sutton, says her
brother possessed “a natural
talent” for flowers.

“It was innate,” she con-
tinues. “He was an artist. He
was also a risk-taker. Where
else, back then, would you
find someone living on a
farm out in Barneveld, who
decided to make a life out of
flowers?”

“He started without any
training at all, but he had the
creativity,” she says.

“He just knew exactly
what do to,” agrees Muriel.

While Bill was initially
self-taught, he spent his ca-
reer learning how to better
serve his customers, they
said.

“He always went to the
conventions and meetings to
learn things for the custom-
ers. He was always looking
at what he could do better,”
Muriel says. “Bill made a lot
of friends over the years. He
loved people.”

For nearly 70 years,
whenever there has been
a major life event in the
Mount Horeb area, from the
joyous wedding to a wist-
ful wake, Olson’s Flowers
helped make it beautiful.
Muriel puts it simply: “He
was always there.”

And it wasn’t only paying
customers, or even living
ones, who benefitted. Muriel
remembers driving together
to cemeteries to deliver
flower that had been ordered
by loved ones. When she no-
ticed Bill was bringing sev-
eral extra arrangements with
them, she inquired about the
bevy of surplus bouquets.

“He said he just thought
maybe there would be
some graves that needed
them,” Muriel remembers.
“Not families that bought
them; just some people who
needed them.”

“He would say, ‘Mrs. So-
and-So always loved gera-
niums. He always took care
of people if their families
didn’t, for no charge. He
enjoyed that so much,” she
adds.

“I remember another time,
we did a wedding, and the
cake was just melting in this
hot, humid basement. It was
just terrible. The bride was
crying, and Bill told her to
go get ready. He recreated
the whole cake, with roses
on it,” Muriel remembers.
“How he made those roses
is beyond me.”

“Flowers were impor-
tant on many levels,” says
Olson-Sutton. “He loved the
flower business and he cared

so much. He wanted to make
sure everything was right.”

“Hopefully, if people have
been around for a while,
when they hear the name
Olson’s Flowers they think
of quality. Fortunately, we
have Heidi, who maintained
that high standard.”

Heidi Wittwer started
working at Olson’s in 1979.
She’s been there ever since.

“Being a florist wasn’t
really my first choice, al-
though it turned out to be
a good one,” she admits.
“I was a little adrift back
then. My sister, Ann, was
the florist in our family.
She worked for Jane Buffo
of Buffo Floral back then,
[and] she later went on to
own it. Jane Buffo was John
Ellestad’s, the funeral direc-
tor here in town’s, niece.
John and Bill were best
friends. I made some aprons
for Ann. Muriel got wind
of it and asked me to make
some for her. She liked the
way I turned the corners on
the aprons and thought be-
cause of that, and because
of Ann’s talent, I might do
alright in the shop.”

The rest, as they say, is
history. Wittwer has worked
there for the past 44 years.

“I enjoy the beauty of the
flowers; their colors and
shapes and varieties,” she
says. “I like that everyday
can be different. I like that
I work in the town where |
live and am only five min-
utes away from home. I’ve
always liked that nobody
here has a ‘set’ job, but
[can be] called on to do
pretty much anything. I like
the creative aspect of it. I'm
sorta artsy-fartsy. I like the
family atmosphere.”

“I have learned so much
from Bill,” Wittwer says.
“He was a very talented de-
signer. I learned a lot about
color, he was a wiz with
color and the mechanics and
techniques of design.”

Bill Olson passed away on
November 6, 2020.

Of course, the flowers at
his memorial service were
beautiful.

“I did the casket spray for
Bill,” Wittwer says. “Muriel
wanted all red roses as we
consider those the ‘Cadillac’
flower. Bill was big on sym-
bolism. For fire chief Chuck
Himsel he put as many roses
as years Chuck was alive in
his spray. I put 86 red roses
in Bill’s spray, one for each
year of his life. It was quite
impressive, as it should be
for a florist. In the panel
piece - that is the piece that
sits inside of the casket - I
used 51 miniature red roses,
one for each year Bill and
Muriel were married. We
threw rose petals in the
grave before the casket was
lowered so Bill would be in
a bed of roses.”

For Bill, Muriel, Heidi,
Judy and countless other
people, flowers are the em-
bodiment of love. And like
love, they grow anew, over
and over again.

“You are never limited

with the amount of love you
can give,” says Olson-Sut-
ton. “People think it’s finite,
but it’s not.”

Olson-Sutton says people
today are “more interested
in flowers than ever.”

They hope someone will
buy the business and make it
their own, but of course they
know that once they sell, its
fate will be up to someone
else.

“It’s time to leave,” says
Wittwer. “Life is short. |
want to enjoy the fruits of
my labor before I'm too old.
I will miss the flowers and
the arranging but not the
stress!”

“We want to honor her
wishes, and she would like
to retire,” Olson-Sutton
says. “We want to sell it to
someone as a flower shop,
and we want them to suc-
ceed. Of course, we don’t
know what will happen but
that’s what we’re hoping.”

They also plan to sell Ol-
son’s Christmas House, a
sister shop located next door
at 220 East Main Street.

“You get to the point
where you have really
mixed emotions,” says Ol-
son-Sutton. “Olson’s has
been in Mount Horeb for so
long, and this has been Mu-
riel’s life. When I was a kid,
it was my life.”

“The support from the
people of Mount Horeb
has been wonderful,” says
Olson-Sutton. “And we’ve
been so blessed with the
employees.”

Kristen Dresen took over
the business in August, tak-
ing the reins from the family
that gave the store its name
and continuing their dedica-
tion to the community.

Pets
after the

apocalypse

When the Unit 4 Reactor
at the Chernobyl Nuclear
Power Plant in Ukraine ex-
ploded in the spring of 1986,
it poisoned the Earth for
thousands of years. Shortly
after the meltdown, Soviet
authorities evacuated an es-
timated 49,000 people from
the city. They would not
allow them to take their pets
with them. They told them
they would be gone for only
three days, so they set out a
little bit of food and water.

They were never allowed
to return.

After the humans had
been driven away, Soviet
soldiers went from house
to house, shooting as many
dogs and cats as they could
find, fearful they would es-
cape and spread the massive
dose of radiation they had
absorbed to other regions.
But dogs and cats, just like
their human counterparts,
are survivors. Some hid.
Some fled to the Red For-
est. Surely, some soldiers
looked into their eyes and
simply disobeyed orders.
And while they lived in a
poisoned land, these pets

continued on page 5
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survived, feeding and breed-
ing as the memory of their
human masters faded from
their minds.

More than three decades
later, volunteers from the
Clean Futures Fund, a non-
profit that helps people
recover from industrial di-
sasters, began traveling to
the town of Pripyat, located
in the heart of the Chernobyl
Exclusion Zone. What they
found was shocking: a huge
population of dogs, scaveng-
ing and scrounging around
the post-apocalyptic cement
sarcophagus that now cov-
ers the simmering nuclear
reactor. These dogs are the
descendants of those first
pets whose owners left after
the meltdown. The first gen-
erations of dogs fled to the
forest. Eventually, they were
driven back to the city by
wild bears and rabid wolves.
They were skinny and they
did not live long, but they
did live long enough to re-
produce, again and again,
leading to a massive popu-
lation boom, a huge mob of
dogs in the bones of what
had once been a bustling
Soviet city.

They do not have two
heads, or three eyes. They
do not glow in the dark. In
fact, they tend not to live
long enough to develop
cancer from the radiation in
which they live. All around
them, the wilderness has
been reclaiming the Exclu-
sion zone. Wild plants and
animals are taking over. The
only exception is the plant
itself, where people still live
and work, to this day, moni-
toring the deadly core. Over
many years, those work-
ers formed bonds with the
feral dogs that wandered the
empty streets outside.

Dr. Jennifer Betz is a vet-
erinarian who lives in Port-
land, Oregon but spends
much of her time in the Ex-
clusion Zone. There, she and
other volunteers with the
Clean Futures Fund’s Dogs
of Chernobyl Program work
to locate, feed, vaccinate
and sterilize the dogs. They
are then released to live out
their lives in the only home
they have ever known. De-
spite the catastrophe that
shaped their lives, most of
the dogs are free and happy,
once they get a little help
from these humans.

Betz has always loved
dogs.

“As far as me, it’s always
something I had a connec-
tion with,” she says. “Even
as a kid. Other kids would
go and find kids to play
with. I would go find dogs
to play with.”

“I think they provide
some sort of comfort, some
kind of responsiveness,” she
continues. “They’re really
remarkable. There really
isn’t any other animal that
gives you that connection.”

Betz’s account of why

she travels to the Exclusion
Zone is simple.

“Basically, in 1986 the
world’s worst nuclear di-
saster happened,” explains
Betz. “Everyone was told
they would be gone for
three days. They left some
food for their pets. This was
Soviet times; they had no
choice. They sent in the mil-
itary to kill the dogs and cats
and prevent contamination.”

But no matter how much
they tried to shoot them,
the dogs could not be elimi-
nated, and the workers who
stayed behind to monitor the
plant often fed the dogs.

“Ever since the accident,
there have been people
working there,” explains
Betz. “Those workers no-
ticed the dogs. A lot of times
they would eat leftovers
from the canteen. The work-
ers there would feed scraps
to the dogs.”

“Years ago, when they
hired people to come in
and shoot them, that didn’t
go over real well with the
workers,” Betz says. “They
boycotted. They loved the
dogs.”

In 2016, volunteers with
the Clean Futures Fund first
saw the dogs, in person.
They knew they wanted to
help them.

A few of the dogs were
adopted and taken outside
of the zone, but those adop-
tions eventually ended due
to increased rules and regu-
lations.

“Back in 2018 we had
two litters of puppies that
their mother disappeared,”
says Betz. “They were four
weeks old and left to fend
for themselves. They were
going to die if we didn’t do
something. We petitioned
for a special circumstances
approval, to remove them
from zone, then we had to
quarantine with the place-
ment.”

Since then, United States
and Canada both put a ban
on the import of dogs from
Ukraine and 111 other coun-
tries that are “rabies sus-
pect.”

“Since then, they have re-
ally tightened up on their re-
strictions and have not even
let us remove a dog from the
zone for medical reasons,”
Betz says.

“Because it’s illegal to
remove anything from the
exclusion zone, they began
working on humane popula-
tion control,” she continues.
“We come in and capture the
dogs, spay and neuter them,
do full physical exams and
DNA sequencing. They
can’t leave so our goal is to
help them be as happy and
healthy as they can be while
they are there.”

“They are pretty happy,
actually,” she points out.

“When they did have tour-
ists, the tourists loved the
dogs,” she says.

While Chernobyl is obvi-
ously no stranger to strife, it
was struck yet another blow
in 2022, when the war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine

broke out.

“In the very beginning,
the first thing [Russian
forces] did when they cap-
tured Chernobyl was put
every worker in a bunker
for 30 days. They had no
contact with the dogs,” says
Betz. “The dogs had no
food; they almost starved
to death. That’s proof these
dogs are reliant on people.”

If the world’s worst nu-
clear meltdown and raging
warfare weren’t enough,
volunteer efforts were also
hampered by the global
COVID-19 pandemic. The
Clean Futures Fund’s Dogs
of Chernobyl has worked in
the area in 2017,2018,2019
and 2022, missing two years
during the lockdown.

They continue to work
there even now, as the war
rages on. Chernobyl is, and
always has been, a haunt-
ing — and strangely beau-
tiful — reminder of what
remains after an unthink-
able tragedy. The rusting
yellow Ferris wheel at the
Pripyat Amusement Park,
which was scheduled to
open just days after the
meltdown, has become one
of the planet’s most power-
ful post-apocalyptic images.
It is a reminder of our spe-
cies greatest aspirations,
and of how quickly people
and their grand designs will
crumble, in the end. Most
importantly, it reminds us
that the Earth and her many
species, her lush vegetation
and all the things that swim
and slither and run across
the ground, are resilient in
ways we can hardly imag-
ine. The land is poisoned,
and yet life persists.

“It’s kind of like an aban-
doned ghost town,” says
Betz. “You do have to be
careful. Some areas are very
hot. Some have almost no
radiation. It’s like every-
thing just stopped in time.”

“You can’t touch your
eyes or mouth. You can’t sit
down,” she adds. “You are
walking through this crum-
bling society.”

It is an illustration of both
the horrible and wonderful
things human beings are ca-
pable of.

Board OK’s
raise for

teachers

The Mount Horeb Area
School Board in early 2023
approved a pay increase for
local teachers following a
bargaining process that the
local teachers’ union said
was disappointing.

The average salary will
increase by about 4.75
percent, from $58,700 to
$61,488 annually.

Another increase would
follow later in the year.

Community
steps up to

help people
displaced by fire

The Mount Horeb com-
munity is stepping up to

help those left homeless by
a local fire last week. Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors, the
non-profit organization that
offers food, clothing and an
array of services to anyone
in need, swung into action
following the blaze and con-
tinues working to help many
of the 16 residents who were
staying, in some cases long-
term, at the Karakahl Coun-
try Inn on Perimeter Road
when the fire occurred.

It was Sunday, April 2 at
approximately 2 p.m. when
emergency personnel were
first dispatched to the fire.
After the flames were ex-
tinguished, officers from
the Mount Horeb Police
Department, the Depart-
ment of Justice Division
of Criminal Investigation
Fire Marshall’s Office, the
Mount Horeb Fire Depart-
ment and the Mount Horeb
Building Inspector worked
together to investigate the
fire. Everyone living at the
inn, including people and
several pets, was removed
as a safety precaution.

The initial investigation
was completed the follow-
ing day. Mount Horeb chief
of police Doug Vierck said
there was “no evidence of
criminal activity” but the
building was not safe to live
in.

“The building inspector
found the property unin-
habitable due to no water or
power in accordance with
municipal ordinance 10.05
(6) pending an inspection
by an electrical inspector,”
Vierck explained. “The oc-
cupants of the building were
notified that no one was al-
lowed to stay in the build-
ing due to the declaration of
the building inspector. They
were advised to work with
the building owner to get
access to their belongings.”

The building inspector
conducted an electrical in-
spection on Tuesday, April
4, determining the electrical
wiring was not safe to turn
back on and the building
was still uninhabitable.

“A licensed contractor
would need to inspect the
building and determine the
extent of damage and time
frame for repair,” said Vi-
erck. “The owners informed
us they are working with
their insurance to start that
process. At this time, there
is no timetable for reopen-
ing. The rooms have all been
secured and any damaged
windows have been boarded
up. We are working hard to
support both the business
and those affected by the
fire through the American
Red Cross and Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. When
incidents like this happen, it
is important to partner with
all areas of the community
and come together to help
those in need. There will be
no further updates from the
police department unless a
change in status occurs such
as evidence of criminal ac-
tivity or a change in safety
surrounding the property.”

Neighbors  Helping
Neighbors spokesperson
Janna Hansen said the Red
Cross provided gift cards for
immediate needs, including
temporary shelter, to those
who were forced to leave the
Karakahl. Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors connected
with the Mount Horeb
Clergy Association, Mount
Horeb Area School District
social workers, a Joining
Forces for Families social
worker, and Southwest Dane
Outreach case workers to as-
sess the immediate and long-
tern needs of the displaced
people. Considering all the
moving parts, the process
moved swiftly and multiple
people had already applied
for housing at Landsby
Ridge, Mount Horeb’s new-
est apartment building, this
week.

As of early this week,
Sheila Chamberlain, prop-
erty manager for Landsby
Ridge Apartments con-
firmed that one family was
approved for an apartment
pending a submittal of re-
cords, one was well into
the application process, and
another family had met with
property management and
expressed interest. Cham-
berlain said they have five
units left and she urged dis-
placed families to apply.

While people searched for
long-term solutions, they
were given free stays and
discounted rates at area ho-
tels and motels.

This effort is made pos-
sible through a collabora-
tion between NHN, the
Mount Horeb Clergy As-
sociation, the Mount Horeb
Area School District social
workers, Joining Forces for
Families social worker, and
the Southwest Dane Out-
reach case workers.

By Wednesday of last
week, Neighbors Helping
Neighbors decided to come
up with $23,000 to help the
displaced families. Hansen
called it a “starting point.”

“It all happened so fast,”
said Hansen.

“I think, just the generos-
ity of our community as a
whole is just so incredible,”
she added. “It’s incredible
the generosity we have in
our community. Sometimes
it seems incomprehensively
that so many people are
willing give to help people.”

Around 30 percent of peo-
ple in Mount Horeb struggle
financially, qualifying as
Asset Limited, Income Con-
strained, Employed (ALICE).
While most people know
that Neighbors Helping
Neighbors provides them,
and others, with food and
clothing, some are unaware
of the level of services the
non-profit also offers.

“People come here every
week for tangible things that
people see, but you don’t al-
ways see some of the other
services that we provide,
that are often needed by
families to assist them with
basic needs,” said Hansen.
“Housing, fuel to get to a

doctor’s appointment or
job interview, help with ap-
plications. We do all those
things.”

Village board
votes down
permit for
athletic fields

The Mount Horeb Vil-
lage Board last week voted
to deny a conditional use
permit (CUP) for the two
lots on Commerce Drive
proposed by resident Terry
Kurth for athletic fields.

A group of private do-
nors led by Kurth have been
asking the board to pay
half for five lots on Com-
merce Drive since late last
year, which he would give
back to the village so that
a large sports complex could
be built there. Earlier this
year, Kurth was able to put
an offer on two of the lots
with donor money to secure
a spot for a youth football
field.

The board cited the lot’s
location in a tax increment
financing (TIF) district as
one of the reasons for de-
nial. Trustees Cathy Scott,
Jason Fendrick, Tim White
and Brett Halverson voted
to deny the permit. Randy
Littel, Ryan Czyzewski and
Nate Gauger voted to ap-
prove it.

“I’ve all along felt that
this is the wrong place for
this,” Scott said, “[and] that
has nothing to do with how I
feel about sports fields.”

Board Trustee Jason Fen-
drick agreed that location in
an industrial area is not right
for the youth football field.
He said there are other spots
that are better suited for the
village’s parks. He thanked
the donors for being will-
ing to step up and help the
community, but said there
are other spots more suit-
able for parkland. Fendrick
said this area has been des-
ignated industrial for a long
time, although the lots have
been vacant longer than an-
ticipated.

“Has it developed exactly
as anybody envisioned?
No.” Fendrick said. “But if
we turn the rest of the de-
velopable lots in this sub-
division to recreation we’ve
pretty much foreclosed any
commercial growth in that
area.”

A closer look
at the 2023
Spring Election

Following last week’s
high-turnout Spring Elec-
tion, local and state officials
turned their attention to-
ward the multi-step process
of certifying the election
results in the weeks ahead.
The Wisconsin Elections
Commission reported that it
“is not aware of any signifi-
cant issues that affected the
election, which is the last
regular statewide contest of
2023

In the Town of Springdale,

continued on page 6
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a voting machine froze three
times during testing leading
up to the election and had to
be rebooted on the morning
of Election Day. However,
Springdale town clerk and
administrator Jackie Arthur
reported that the malfunc-
tions did not impact results.
A shortage of inspectors did
slow things down, however.

“Election day was very
busy for us,” Arthur said.
“When I made the schedule,
I initially did not have the
inspector availability to split
the poll book. So, on Elec-
tion Day we had pretty long
lines and longer than desir-
able wait times. We were
able to rally a few more in-
spectors mid-day to be able
to have a split book, which
cut down on wait times sig-
nificantly.” In all, the town
had 979 voters and all three
town board incumbents
were re-elected with no op-
position.

In the Village of Blue
Mounds, incumbent Phil
Solchenberger (38 per-
cent) and newcomer Sarah
Vanrensselaer (26 percent)
won seats on the village
board. They defeated Jeff
Lange (17 percent) and in-
cumbent Paul Baum (18
percent) in a four-way race.

“I am excited about the
election results, and I can’t
wait to get started,” said
Vanrensselaer. “I hope to
help the community run ef-
ficiently and smoothly. I
also look forward to finding
ways for the board to com-
municate better with the
community.”

In the Town of Blue
Mounds, newcomer Mary
Ann Bellazzini (63 percent)
defeated Travis Gudgeon
(37 percent) and won a seat
on the town board. She re-
places John Brixy.

“Thank you, fellow resi-
dents, for voting for me in
this week’s election,” said
Bellazzini. “I am honored to
represent our town and look
forward to working towards
open communication, trans-
parency and community
in our area. I hope to en-
courage more resident input
and collaboration and look
forward to meeting and lis-
tening to more of my neigh-
bors’ ideas and concerns.”

In the Town of Primrose,
incumbents Martha Gibson
(52 percent) and Alexander
Elkins (54 percent) fended
off their respective chal-
lengers to retain their seats.
Gibson defeated Mike Jelle
(48 percent) and Elkins beat
Jeremy Duerst (46 percent).

Gibson thanked local vot-
ers following the tight race.

“There was record turn-
out for the election, and it
is great that so many resi-
dents participated,” she
said. “Going forward, I will
continue to work to preserve
our rural way of life in Prim-
rose, by protecting farmland
and our valuable natural re-

sources. Primrose can grow,
as we have in the past, with
slow, thoughtful develop-
ment while at the same time
protecting farmland for
farmers to farm.”

“Going door-to-door in
these last few months, I
learned a lot about our resi-
dents’ values but also about
questions and concerns that
they have,” she continued.
“Thank you for taking the
time to talk. I will take what
you said to heart. And I en-
courage your input and wel-
come your attendance and
participation in our town
meetings.”

According to unoffi-
cial results, approximately
39.34 percent of Wiscon-
sin’s voting age-population
turned out to vote, which is
higher than any other Su-
preme Court contest not co-
inciding with a presidential
preference primary since at
least 2000. Recent elections
featuring a Supreme Court
contest and not coinciding
with a presidential prefer-
ence primary saw 27.06 per-
cent turnout in 2019; 22.32
percent turnout in 2018;
15.86 percent turnout in
2017; 18.28 percent turnout
in 2015; and 20.45 percent
turnout in 2013.

Elections featuring both
a Supreme Court contest
and presidential preference
primary saw 35.40 percent
turnout in 2020; and 47.38
percent turnout in 2016.

“Despite the possibility of
severe weather, Wisconsin’s
election officials conducted
another smooth election
on Tuesday thanks to their
diligence and preparation,”
said Wisconsin Elections
Commission (WEC) ad-
ministrator Meagan Wolfe,
Wisconsin’s chief election
official. “While Election
Day is over, election offi-
cials’ work is far from com-
plete — we look forward to
conducting the meticulous
process of canvassing the
results to ensure their accu-
racy.”

It is normal for unofficial
election results to change
slightly as election officials
conduct canvasses to ensure
an accurate vote total while
completing the certification
process.

Without an official state-
wide reporting process, the
WEC initially relies upon
unofficial figures from The
Associated Press. Unofficial
turnout can be calculated by
adding together the unoffi-
cial votes cast in the highest-
turnout statewide contest for
which the AP collected data
and dividing the total by the
state’s estimated voting-age
population.

Unofficial early results
collected by the AP indi-
cated there were at least
1,839,656 votes cast in the
Supreme Court contest,
which is 39.34 percent of
the state’s estimated 2022
voting-age population of
4,676,183. Voting-age pop-
ulation is estimated by the
Demographic Services Cen-

ter of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Administration. But
the unofficial turnout figure
likely represents an under-
count of voters, as some
voters may have chosen
not to vote in the Wiscon-
sin Supreme Court contest
but participate in other local
contests.

The WEC publishes of-
ficial results once they have
been canvassed at the local
level and certified by the
Commission.

Counties were required
to convene their boards of
canvassers this week, by 9
a.m. on Tuesday, April 11
to begin certifying official
results. The county board of
canvassers is generally made
up of the county clerk and
two other people. County
clerks are elected on a parti-
san basis, so one of the other
two members must be from
the opposite party of the
county clerk. The deadline
for counties to provide cer-
tified results to the WEC is
this Friday, April 14.

In the third step of the
certification process, WEC
staff receive results from
the counties, recheck all the
counties’ numbers and com-
bine them to arrive at totals.
The statutory deadline for
the Chair of the WEC to
certify statewide results is
Monday, May 15. Wiscon-
sin doesn’t have automatic
recounts, even if the unof-
ficial results are extremely
close.

Artemis keeps
working toward
opening

Downtown Mount Horeb
hasn’t had a butcher shop
in years. And it’s never had
anything quite like this.

The Gobourne family
is hard at work renovat-
ing multiple spaces on the
200 block of Main Street,
planning to open twin busi-
nesses that will exist side-
by-side. Once complete, the
spaces will feature a meat
and cheese shop (Artemis
Provisions and Cheese) and
a dining area (TASTE by
Artemis) on the street level,
along with a craft butchering
operation below, where half
and quartered animals will
be broken down and used to
create an array of cuts.

James Beard Award win-
ning author Michael Twitty
once called food “a way into
an alternative history and a
new vision of who we can
become.” With this ambi-
tious project, the owners
will look to both the past
and the present for inspira-
tion, and look to help people
engage with their food, and
the stories it can tell, in new
ways.

Walking through the space
last week, Kingsley and
Melissa Gobourne said they
hope the business will open
its doors to the public by late
spring or early summer, al-
though no date has been set.
As they strolled through the
space, pointing out the exact

spots where counters, tables,
meat coolers and more will
go, they said this is, and al-
ways has been, a family af-
fair. Their two young sons,
Thaeden and Wesley, were
playfully wrestling nearby,
talking proudly about their
new family dog. Melissa
gently admonished them to
be careful around the con-
struction, then smiled.

“They’re excited,” she
said. “Obviously, we are
going to be spending a lot of
time here as a family.”

When Artemis and TASTE
open, the twin businesses
will be about family in more
ways than one. While there
is nothing more quintes-
sentially Wisconsin than a
meat and cheese shop, and
there are few people who
are more deeply Wiscon-
sinite than Kingsley, the ex-
pansive culinary influences
of the place will range far
beyond the Midwest, to the
Caribbean and beyond. Go-
bourne, now 41, was born to
a single, 16-year-old mother
in Jamaica. After emigrating
from to the United States,
he lived a rural, Midwestern
life, working on farms and
forging bonds with those
around him. He attended the
University of Wisconsin,
won a Rose Bowl with the
Badgers, and earned degrees
from the UW Sociology De-
partment and the Edgewood
Master’s in Organizational
Development program. He
worked in banking, com-
munity development, out-
reach and more, eventually
becoming the Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion Coordi-
nator for UnityPoint Health
Meriter, heading up an effort
to improve “culture and cli-
mate” for 3,500 employees.
Several years ago, he co-
founded Artemis Provisions
and Cheese, as an online
food supplier, with his wife,
Melissa. They currently
raise livestock on rented
land on Townhall Road, and
they live in the heart of the
community while they work
toward their goal of opening
their storefronts so the com-
munity can come in and see
all they have to offer.

When asked what the first
dish will be to come out of
the kitchen at his new busi-
ness, Kingsley said it will
likely be a nod to the Jamai-
can food his mother made
for him as a child.

“It will probably be some
kind of fusion,” he said.

TASTE and Artemis will
offer fusion in a variety of
ways, blending recipes and
flavors, but also ideas about
how businesses and people
can work together. They will
also find new and innovative
ways to use the animals they
butcher, going beyond com-
monplace cuts.

“We want the focus to be
on using the whole animal,”
said Melissa. “Using some
cuts that maybe aren’t avail-
able on a larger scale.”

If you walk into the
emerging space right now,
it looks like it was designed

for its upcoming uses. It
boasts three distinct spaces,
two upstairs and one below,
where the butchering will
take place. You could be
forgiven for thinking the
building was constructed
just for this, but you would
be incredibly wrong. Like
nearly any American place,
this is a story with many
layers, with many stories,
told over many times. As
they demolished what had
recently been a soda shop,
a barber and more, the Go-
bournes discovered relics
of the building’s past itera-
tions. It’s a different kind of
fusion. The building, which
is more than a century old,
has housed a laundromat,
a car dealership, the local
school district, a heating
and cooling business, even
a funeral home, and much,
much more.

“Through the years, this
building has had a lot of
uses,” mused Kingsley.
“It’s launched a lot of busi-
nesses.”

“When we first looked at
the space, it was just per-
fect,” added Melissa. “Just
perfect.”

While the project, which
was profiled in our pages
early in 2022, was delayed
a bit last year, it now ap-
pears to be well on its way
to fruition, well on its way to
bringing food, all that comes
with it, to tables across the
community.

Editor’s note: Work is
well underway at Artemis
and, despite some additional
delays, they expect to open
soon in 2024.

Cancer
survivor is a
real rock star

Shakespeare wrote that
“all the world’s a stage,
and all the men and women
merely players.” It could
also be said that all the
world is but a canvas, and all
the men and women merely
painters, finding the poten-
tial for beauty in the darkest
and strangest places. Every
person has the opportunity
to make their mark, in one
way or another, and Dawn
Owens is making hers. On
rocks.

Owens has been making
the Village of Blue Mounds
a more colorful, beautiful
place, and she’s doing it in
an unexpected way. If you
visit Hooterville Inn, you
will likely notice a display
of hand-painted rocks on the
window ledge. They are her
creations, and they are avail-
able to anyone who wants
one. They are cheerful and
funny, featuring cartoon
characters and animals, but
they exist because of some
challenging realities.

Owens, of Barneveld,
was diagnosed with breast
cancer and underwent a
double mastectomy a cou-
ple years ago. She also has
multiple sclerosis (MS). But
she hasn’t let those things
prevent her from spreading

beauty and joy in the world
around her. She was once an
avid quilter, but during five
months of chemotherapy in
2020, she found it increas-
ingly difficult to continue
her hobby.

“Quilting wasn’t going so
well during chemo,” Owens
explains. “So I picked up
some acrylic markers and
started painting rocks.”

“It was just a whim,” she
adds. “I needed something.
A creative outlet.”

She says the endeavor was
low risk with a high reward.

“If they turn out fine,
great, if not I can throw
them back in the rock pile,”
she chuckles.

It started with a few she
placed on Hooterville’s
ledge. Passersby were in-
trigued, and it became
something of a hot spot for
visitors. She replenishes the
rocks once a week.

Owens loves the smiles it
brings to people of all ages
when they find the perfect
one.

“Oh it just makes me
happy,” she says. “The best
thing I can get out of it is
when someone picks one
up and smiles and slips it in
their pocket.”

“l have actually been
doing some requests, but I
do a lot of cartoon charac-
ters, my interpretation of
cartoon characters and ani-
mals, and just play around
and see what comes out,”
she continues. “It’s a total
stress reliever.”

The painted rocks have
become so popular that a do-
nation jar was set up because
people want her to continue
painting and needed a way
to help her pay for paint.

Visitors are encouraged
to take one and pass it on.
Some have asked for spe-
cific rocks. She loves the
joy a simple stone can bring.
She says paints are easy to
come by but good, smooth
rocks for painting are harder
to find, so people have do-
nated some so she can con-
tinue her love of painting.

It was also Shakespeare
who said that each person
has many parts to play in
their life, and Owens is
proof of that. No one person
is merely one thing. Instead,
each is one is many things.
For Owens, the parts include
artist, survivor, and neigh-
bor.

Schellpfeffer fills

village board seat
New Mount Horeb Vil-
lage Board president Ryan
Czyzewski is expected to
appoint Marc Schellpfeffer
to fill his former trustee seat
when the board convenes
early next month.
Schellpfeffer has exten-
sive ties to the community,
having lived in the village
since 2003. He is an archi-
tect and serves as the chair
of the Village of Mount
Horeb Community Devel-
opment Authority and as

vice president and secretary
continued on page 7
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of Friends of the Norsk. He
grew up in Verona, gradu-
ating from Verona High
School in 1993. He earned
a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Urban and Regional
Studies from the University
of Wisconsin at Green Bay
and a Master of Architecture
degree from the University
of Wisconsin at Milwaukee.

Czyzewski, the longest-
serving member of the
board, ran unopposed in
April for the village presi-
dent position being vacated
by Randy Littel, leaving
Czyzewski’s trustee seat
vacant once he made the
switch. The president’s ap-
pointments must be ap-
proved by the board before
being final.

“What sparked my inter-
est is that as a village we are
at that point where growth is
right in front of us, and we
have an opportunity to move
the village in a direction that
allows for growth in a sensi-
ble manner while enhancing
what makes Mount Horeb
unique and attractive to visi-
tors and potential residents,”
said Schellpfeffer.

“I believe with careful
planning and leadership we
can address the needs for
growing our commercial tax
base to help take the load off
just our residents and their
property taxes, increase
what is much-needed recre-
ational/park space, and con-
tinue to develop selectively
in our downtown to continue
to enhance the wonderful
sense of place and activity
that draws so many to our
village,” he continued. “I
fully admit that growth can
sometimes feel hard and
uncomfortable, but I be-
lieve with open and produc-
tive conversation where all
voices have a chance to be
heard we will create an out-
come that all parties can be
proud of and support.”

Schellpfeffer and his wife,
Becky, both grew up in the
area before leaving to attend
college. They returned when
they married.

“As we started looking
for our first house, we were
drawn to Mount Horeb be-
cause of its unique sense of
place; it stood on its own
and wasn’t just a suburb
of Madison,” Schellpfeffer
said. “I believe this is a qual-
ity of our village that attracts
many people to consider
Mount Horeb home.”

Over their first seven
years in Mount Horeb, Marc
and Becky grew their fam-
ily to five with the addition
of children Tyler, Riley and
Jadyn.

“Like most kids they were
able to become involved in
every activity under the
sun, and as such Becky and
I have become involved in
numerous groups and orga-
nizations throughout Mount
Horeb,” he said. “We have
established lasting friend-

ships and truly established
‘roots’ in this community.”

“Four years ago, we built
what we would like to think
is our final house,” Schellp-
feffer continued. “Our son
Tyler is finishing his fresh-
man year at the University
of Minnesota-Twin Cities,
Riley is getting ready for his
senior year and Jadyn will be
starting her freshman year at
Mount Horeb High School.
As a family we have had
the experience that I would
hope every family can ex-
perience when considering
the Village of Mount Horeb
as a place to set roots. We
have so much to offer as a
village and I believe our
days of true growth are not
that far away as we look at
how Dane County continues
to grow and flourish. What I
want to make sure is that we
as a village are planning for
the growth versus reacting
to it. With careful planning
we can ensure that the won-
derful sense of place that at-
tracted my family to Mount
Horeb will continue to be of-
fered to future families look-
ing for a place to call home.”

“These are exciting times
for the Village of Mount
Horeb, and I look forward
to bringing my skill set to
a village board that is filled
with dedicated individuals
who I believe have a com-
mon underlying goal to con-
tinue to allow the Village of
Mount Horeb to grow and
prosper as a unique and vi-
brant community for all its
citizens and businesses,”
said Schellpfeffer.

He went on to say he
works well in a team envi-
ronment and believes the
ability to do so will be a
strength on the board.

Schellpfeffer was one
of three people to formally
apply for the vacant trustee
seat, along with Kimberly
Sailor and Peter Walton.

Sailor, a former member
of the Mount Horeb Area
Board of Education, said
Czyzewski reached out to
her and encouraged her to
apply.

“Though I hadn’t consid-
ered a seat on the village
board previously, I was
genuinely interested about
the possibility of serving my
community in new ways,”
said Sailor. “I was disap-
pointed I did not receive an
interview from the board
or any follow-up questions
about my application to
gauge if I'd be the right fit.”

Walton said he was disap-
pointed he was not selected,
but he also gave a glowing
endorsement to Schellpfef-
fer.

“I thought I was a strong
candidate, and when Ryan
called to inform me I wasn’t
picked, I was disappointed,”
said Walton. “So I asked
who he thought was a better
fit than me, and the moment
he said he picked Marc, |
was like, ‘T agree.””

“I think he’s going to be a
great fit for the village, and
with his experience I think

he’ll be able to put the com-
munity first and help on the
board,” Walton added.

The board will vote on his
appointment at their next
meeting.

Buck & Honey’s
opens doors

“We love to throw a
party,” said Tom Anderson,
the founder of Buck and
Honey’s Restaurants. The
party is coming to Mount
Horeb this summer.

“We’re in the middle of
the process right now, and
we hope to open sometime
in July,” he explained.

The eatery will be located
at 108 Second Street, in
Martinson Hall.

“We straddle the line be-
tween family casual and fine
dining,” said Anderson. “We
want to bring a little bit of
elevated dining and hospi-
tality to the community.”

Anderson opened the first
Buck and Honey’s in Sun
Prairie in 2010.

“I was working in bank-
ing and real estate in Madi-
son,” he recalled. “Then the
market crashed in 2008, and
I was looking to get out of
that work; it wasn’t fun any-
more.”

What was fun, and quite
ambitious, was to push his
chips to the center of the din-
ing table and go all in on a
restaurant named after a pair
of farmers, the eponymous
Buck and Honey Birkinbine.

Some of the Sun Prairie
area’s best-known residents,
the Birkinbines once owned
and farmed the land where
Anderson established his
first restaurant. Using its
namesakes as an inspiration
for both philanthropy and
good food and spirits, Buck
and Honey’s was born in
October of that year.

“Sun Prairie had never
had a restaurant like Buck
and Honey’s before,” he
said.

The business was a hit,
and Anderson eventually
opened two more, one in
Monona and the other in
Waunakee. Now, he has his
sights set on Mount Horeb.

They serve what Ander-
son called “contemporary
American cuisine.”

“About 70 percent of the
menu is pretty traditional,
it covers all palates,” he ex-
plained. “With the other 30
percent we get pretty cre-
ative.”

The head chef, who over-
sees the menu for all Buck
and Honey’s locations, is
Sammy Millan. Born and
raised in Ixtapa, Mexico,
Millan struck out for San
Francisco at the age of 17.
From there, he made his way
to Chicago, forging his skills
in the fires of a high-volume
restaurant while pursuing
his culinary education. An-
derson praises his ability to
create a unique menu.

The director of operations
is Aimee Anderson, who is
also Tom’s sister.

“She’s a rock star,” he
said. “She’s just awesome.”

Each Buck and Honey’s
is slightly different, and
the Mount Horeb location
will be no exception. Mar-
tinson Hall, which in prior
iterations was a veterinary
clinic, a Ford and John
Deere dealership, and more,
is currently one of the com-
munity’s most popular event
spaces, hosting everything
from weddings and cham-
ber of commerce gatherings
to holiday church concerts.

Steve Grundahl, who
owns the building, said
he hoped Anderson would
come to the village five
years ago, when Grundahl
was first remodeling Martin-
son Hall. But the stars didn’t
immediately align... yet.

“We became really good
friends in the interim, and
he’s always loved Mount
Horeb,” explained Grun-
dahl.

“So now it’s happening,”
he continued. “Buck and
Honey’s will lease the entire
building, they will have the
restaurant on the first floor,
the event space above, and
they will keep the Marti-
son name as a tribute to the
Martinson family in Mount
Horeb.”

“We’re super excited,”
said Anderson. “We’ll be
taking over the event space
and hosting special events,
which is a big part of what
we do. It will be a really
good fit for us. It will be
called Martinson Hall at
Buck and Honey’s.

The restaurant will in-
clude extensive indoor and
outdoor dining options,
including a new, elevated
patio on the side of the
building facing the Military
Ridge Bike Trail.

“We celebrate Wisconsin
hospitality,” Anderson said.
“I think what we do is really
special.”

Martinson Hall at Buck
and Honey’s will include
not one, but two kitchens.
Whether it’s hosting special
events, or just hungry din-
ers who are enjoying a night
out, Anderson thinks it will
be a good fit for the Troll
Capital of the World.

“We’re super excited,”
he said. “Everyone we’ve
talked to in Mount Horeb
has been so welcoming.”

While the business will
obviously bring a new din-
ing option to the village, it
will also bring something
else: jobs.

“We’re going to be hiring
a lot of people. We’ll cre-
ate about 75 jobs,” he said.
“Hiring his a big thing. We
have people who make a
lot of money working for
us, but there are also other
things people get; important
things like the ability to be
part of something that val-
ues service to others.”

“Community is a big part
of our mission,” he said.
“We give back a lot. If there
are any philanthropic orga-
nizations in Mount Horeb,
any non-profits that need
help, we want to know.
Please don’t be shy about

asking.”

Grundahl said Anderson
is committed to the com-
munity and to everyone who
enters the restaurant.

“Tom has a real focus on
culture,” he said. “He takes
care of his workers and his
customers.”

Grundahl
thrilled.

“This is exactly what I
envisioned when I started,”
he said. “To have a quality
restaurant on site as an event
space gives it so many ad-
vantages. It’s a really, really
highly regarded restaurant.
This is exactly what I hoped
for.”

There but for the
grace of cod...

A wonderful and
weird tradition

dies out

People often don’t real-
ize they are experiencing
something special for the
last time. The final occasion
when you embrace a parent
or spouse. The last time you
hear your toddler mispro-
nounce a certain word in
their own unique way. The
terminal Christmas morning.
The closing laugh. The last
supper. People sometimes
pine, as did Andy Bernard
in The Office, “1 wish there
was a way to know you were
in the good old days before
you actually left them.”

But the nature of reality
is this: All things end. Rich
or poor, young or old, good
or bad; for all people, life is
full of first and lasts, and the
lasts often arrive faster than
expected. So it was when,
unknown to most at the
time, an old and treasured
tradition in the Mount Horeb
area died out, extinguished
by time, the aging of those
who kept it alive, and finally
a global pandemic.

After thousands and thou-
sands of meals served, lute-
fisk church dinners in this
area have gone extinct.

No one knows exactly
who took that last bite, but
the final Lutheran Lutefisk
dinner in this part of the
world was served, a final
note in a song that began
half a world away, in an-
other time, when peasants
loaded up what few things
they had and ventured forth
to make lives in an un-
known continent. As they
made their way across the
sea, they brought with them
large slabs of dried cod,
which were then soaked
in lye, and then rinsed and
cooked into a gelatinous,
mushy, fishy — yet nutritious
- meal. For the thousands
of people who gathered in
Lutheran church kitchens
in the Mount Horeb area for
the better part of a century,
Lutefisk dinners were a pun-
gent, slimy reminder of the
things people endured to get
here, and a convivial nod to
the undeniably interesting
flavors of life on Earth.

Lutefisk, whose prov-

said he’s

enance is claimed by both
Norwegians and Swedes, is
usually served boiled with
potatoes and lots and lots of
butter. A traditional meal in
modern times also includes
an array of Nordic sides, in-
cluding meatballs and gravy,
green beans, lefse, relishes,
cranberries, rommegrot,
Norwegian cookies, pip-
ing hot coffee (sometimes
brewed with eggs in it) and
much more. It is believed
that lutefisk was first in-
vented by Vikings who had
to find a creative way of pre-
serving cod without the use
of plentiful salt in the areas
where they lived. Whatever
its exact origins, it spent the
past hundred years as both
the butt of countless jokes
but also a beloved culinary
centerpiece that pulled peo-
ple from all walks of life
together to celebrate each
other’s company. These
church dinners were often
covered in area newspapers,
which chronicled their vari-
ous menus, and published
countless pictures of people
who were always smiling
as they cooked, served and
enjoyed this strange food
together.

On October 11 of 1952,
the Capital Times reported
that, in “a new wrinkle,”
some women were break-
ing with tradition at Ver-
mont Lutheran Church and
making lefse ahead of time,
freezing the potato flatbread
and selling it at the annual
lutefisk dinner.

The Wisconsin State Jour-
nal reported that in 1955, an
estimated 900 people, all of
whom where apparently not
too turned off by the fact
that the lefse had been made
ahead of time, attended Ver-
mont Lutheran’s lutefisk
dinner. That number contin-
ued to grow for decades.

The Capital Times in 1958
referred to the autumn as
“lutefisk season.”

Genie Campbell, writ-
ing in the State Journal in
1977, said that most people
in Dane County eventually
grew “curious enough” to
try the iconic fish. Campbell
noted that the dinners were
not only enjoyed by people
of Norwegian descent, but
also by anyone, from any-
where, who married a Nor-
wegian.

Speaking to a reporter for
the Capital Times in 1985,
Vermont dinner organizer
Betty Rosenbaum mused
on the event’s impact on
the faith community: “[It]
brings the whole congrega-
tion together, men, women
and young people, to pre-
pare and serve the dinner.
That’s an important ingredi-
ent.”

While Madison news-
papers usually covered the
events with the sardonic
awe of outsider, local news-
papers chronicled these din-
ners, at Barneveld Lutheran
Church, Vermont Lutheran
Church and elsewhere, as

members of the communi-
continued on page 8
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ties that hosted them. Our
own pages — and on many
occasions our front pages
— featured images of grin-
ning diners and translucent
whitefish. Our reporters and
editors ate the stuff, too, just
to see what all the fuss was
about.

Then, in 2019 we re-
ported the following: “[A]
fter 69 years holding an an-
nual Lutefisk and Meatball
Dinner, one local church is
calling it quits, citing de-
clining attendance in recent
years and the difficulties of
competing with many other
events and obligations.”
The church in question was
Barneveld Lutheran. The
church’s women’s group, or
Kvindeforening, has existed
for more than a century, hav-
ing been founded in 1909.
They published a cookbook
in 2004, titled “Feeding the
Flock.” It contains a time-
line of important events at
the church. It notes that the
first lutefisk supper there
was served in 1949. In the
entire, nine-page timeline
of events, “First Lutefisk
supper” are the only words
printed in bold typeface.
That first meal also included
meatballs, mashed potatoes,
vegetable salad, cranberry
sauce, lefse, rolls, cake, cof-
fee and assorted Norwegian
Christmas cookies.

“After much prayer and
discussion and looking at
the declining numbers of
guests coming for the dinner
in recent years, the people
of BLC have decided to end
our Lutefisk dinner,” the
church said in its official
statement in 2019. “It has
become increasingly dif-
ficult to staff the dinner for
the full day with many more
activities calling upon mem-
bers’ time.”

They concluded: “We
have made many wonderful
memories throughout these
seven decades and we are
so grateful for all those liv-
ing and now deceased who
have contributed to this spe-
cial feast. We thank those
who have come to enjoy the
dinner each November. We
thank all the people of our
faith family who have given
of your time and talent over
the years to carry on this tra-
dition. You made it special.
‘That which is always loved
is beautiful.” The BLC Lu-
tefisk dinner will always and
forever be loved and thus be
beautiful. Thank you for
your support of our dinner.”

At the time, the Barneveld
church’s pastor pointed out
that Vermont Lutheran
Church, located only a few
miles away, still held a lu-
tefisk dinner where people
could get their fix each au-
tumn.

Then, 2020 happened, and
everything changed.

As we reported that year:
“The holiday season will
not be kicked off in quite

the same way, and for some,
the canceling of a popular
Norwegian tradition will be
a big change. Vermont Lu-
theran Church has decided
to take a break from its an-
nual lutefisk dinner this year
in response to COVID-19.
Normally, around 1,000
people head to the church to
enjoy fish and endless con-
versation. The event attracts
both locals and those who
come from far away and
even from out-of-state.”

Pastor Barry Hoerz told
the newspaper, “It’s like a
mini-Badger homecoming.
People from all over come
back year after year.”

“The dinner, which takes
place the third weekend of
October, is a tradition that
marks the beginning of the
holiday season. For many,
nothing is more quintes-
sential than indulging in lu-
tefisk and lefse surrounded
by friends and those soon to
be,” we wrote. “Some con-
sider the dinner a holiday in
itself.”

The church didn’t cite a
decline in interest as its rea-
son, saying that instead, they
could not staff it during the
early days of the pandemic.

“[Not having the dinner]
this fall is going to be a big
change for a lot of people,”
Hoerz said, adding that he
had always been impressed
by the large and diverse
crowd that attended the
events.

When he became pastor
there four years earlier, he
was surprised by the large
and diverse crowd.

But the meals took two
to three months of work to
prepare. And when COVID
eased, the church’s congre-
gation decided to diversify
its fundraisers, selling meat-
ball meals to take home in
the fall, hosting a smaller
men’s meatball dinner in
February, and coming up
with different ways to raise
money for church efforts.
While none of these events
is as popular as the lutefisk
dinner was, they are also
easier to organize, more cost
effective, and less labor in-
tensive. Church leaders said
the initial “pause” of the lu-
tefisk meal morphed into a
permanent end, with no re-
turn in sight.

Now, all that remain of
these church dinners are
memories. Fortunately, there
are plenty of them.

Allen Watrud, president
of the Mount Horeb Sons of
Norway Lodge, said he re-
members walking past trash
barrels of soaking lutefisk in
Blanchardville as a school-
boy.

“Oh, that stuff is nasty,”
he recalls thinking.

But he grew to appreciate
the meals at local churches,
and to even (sort of) enjoy
them.

“I got to the point where,
I wouldn’t say I raved about
it, but it was pretty good,”
he says.

“It’s an acquired taste,” he
adds with a laugh.

Harley Skjervem, second
vice president of the Mount
Horeb Sons of Norway,
shared her own memories
of the unique food, which
is still sold at Miller &
Sons Supermarket around
Christmastime each year so
that people can prepare it at
home.

“You either love it or hate
it,” said Skjervem. “I think
I would be excommunicated
from our Sons of Norway
lodge if I stated that I can’t
stomach Lutefisk, along
with being disowned by my
immediate and extended
family for not loving lute-
fisk.”

Skjervem comes from
a large Norwegian family
from North Dakota, and
they always had lutefisk for
their Christmas dinner. But
Skjervem actually doesn’t
eat lutefisk.

“I have an older gentle-
man friend in Madison who
is not Norwegian but mar-
ried a Norwegian woman,”
she said. “She taught him
how to eat lutefisk, and even
though his wife is now de-
ceased, he still eats the stuff.
He couldn’t believe that as
a Norwegian, I won’t touch
the dish.”

Village mulls
the future of two

local parks...

The Village of Mount
Horeb is considering mul-
tiple park projects that
range from minor improve-
ments to major overhauls,
with a public open house
on the proposals scheduled
for Monday, June 12 from
6-7:30 p.m. at the senior
center, 107 North Grove
Street.

The village’s parks, rec-
reation and forestry com-
mission recently reviewed
a range of possibilities
for both Grandma Foster
and Grundahl parks, all of
which were drawn up by
the consultant, MSA. The
more modest ideas would
cost as little as $157,000,
while the most ambitious
designs could cost just over
$12 million. Located down-
town, Grandma Foster is the
smaller of the two parks in
question, and improvements
there would be more limited
in scale and scope. Changes
at Grundahl Park could be
more expansive, including
a “multi-use event building”
that would cost between $5
million and $10 million to
build.

Brett Halverson, a vil-
lage trustee who also serves
on the parks, recreation and
forestry commission, said
input from the public will
help “inform the final rec-
ommendation” before the
issue heads to the full board
of trustees.

Along with village gov-
ernment, the Mount Horeb
Summer Frolic Commit-
tee is also playing a role in
funding and guiding the pos-
sible improvements. Kurt
Adler, a member of both the

Frolic committee and the
parks, recreation and for-
estry commission, said there
has been talk of helping with
park plans for several years.

“When I joined the Frolic
committee in 2018, it was
something that was being
talked about some, includ-
ing a vision of some kind of
building, but it didn’t gain a
lot of traction at the time,”
Adler explained. But in re-
cent years, Frolic leaders
joined with local govern-
ment, including village ad-
ministrator Nic Owen and
public services director Jeff
Gorman, to come up with
ideas designed to benefit a
wide range of park users.

“We went from looking at
a few Band-Aids to looking
at the whole thing,” Adler
said. “It became an effort
between the Frolic and vil-
lage staff, and we brought in
every group we could think
of: pickleball, mountain bik-
ing, youth clubs, you name
it.”

While the Frolic, the
community’s largest annual
festival, is held at Grun-
dahl Park and the commit-
tee has a natural interest in
that location, its members
said they are also willing to
consider funding changes at
Grandma Foster Park.

“The Frolic will donate as
much as we can,” Adler said.
“Obviously, that depends on
the weather and how many
people come and how much
we raise, but we’ll donate as
much as we can.”

Everyone

deserves to Frolic

By some estimates, 30
percent of the greater Mount
Horeb community is strug-
gling financially. So, while
many families look forward
to the Summer Frolic’s de-
lightful midway with antici-
pation, awaiting the sweet
smells of fried food, the
squeals of delight as rides
take off into the early sum-
mer sky at Grundahl Park,
the ringing and buzzing
and laughing fun of one of
the community’s most trea-
sured traditions, other fami-
lies worry it’s a luxury they
simply cannot afford. With
inflation at its highest point
in nearly 40 years, with the
prices of land and rent and
food and nearly everything
else skyrocketing, many
parents will have to choose
between buying tickets so
their kids can ride the car-
ousel, and buying gas to get
to work or basic food for the
table.

At least, that would have
been the case if not for a
group of people that came
together to make sure the
Frolic can be enjoyed by as
many people in the commu-
nity as possible, even those
who have fallen on hard
times.

The Werndli Charitable
Fund, a trust established by
a pair of local farmers, has
donated $2,300 to cover the
cost of Frolic midway tick-
ets for lower-income fami-

lies. Pamela Lunder, a local
attorney who helps run the
fund, worked hand-in-hand
with Frolic president Amy
Mertz and Janna Hansen, of
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors, the community’s food
pantry and clothing closet,
to bring the plan to fruition.
It means an estimated 200
families will have the op-
portunity take part in one of
the best events around.

“We plan to give tickets
to families who utilize our
services, along with reach-
ing out to the Mount Horeb
Area School District social
workers, Joining Forces
for Families and Building
Bridges case workers also,
to ensure the families they
work with receive tickets
also,” explained Hansen.

“Every family should
have the chance to experi-
ence the Summer Frolic
without worrying or stress-
ing about the costs,” said
Mertz. “We’re so grateful to
the Werndli Charitable Fund
for offering this grant that
will help all children create
memories with their friends
and families at our com-
munity’s signature summer
kickoff.”

The fund is rooted in the
lives of two bachelor farm-
ers, Roger and Ralph Wer-
ndli. Roger died in 2016 at
the age of 73, leaving behind
his brother and a legacy of
giving that has since bene-
fited everything from Habi-
tat to Humanity and Second
Harvest Food Bank to the
Mount Horeb Community
Foundation and the Dane
County Humane Society. In
fact, the Werndli Charitable
Fund was recently honored
as the 2023 Dane County
Humane Society Philanthro-
pist of the Year.

But none of the giving has
felt quite as good as this.

“When I found out we
were doing this, I literally
did a happy dance,” Lunder
says. “We have given away
tens of thousands of dollars,
all to good causes, but this
one made me the happiest.”

It started simply enough,
with Lunder thinking about
the fact that everyone de-
serves to Frolic from time
to time.

“We always loved the
Frolic. When our son was
young, I remember taking
him down there. It’s this
wonderful community thing,
and I kind of had this idea
for a few years, but I could
never really figure out the
distribution side of it; I don’t
know the needs.” Lunder ex-
plained. “Then, I found out
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors had been getting a
few tickets for people who
needed them, and I realized
they could do distribution
and get them to the people
who need them.”

The rest, as they say, is
history. The check was cut
and the tickets will be avail-
able through Neighbors
Helping Neighbors.

“In the past we did get
some Frolic tickets in the

past; not many, like 10 or
something,” Hansen said.
That number is about to sky-
rocket.

“With what we do when
we apply for funding, we
don’t often get to think
about doing things just to
give people the opportunity
to relax and have fun, be-
cause we’re just so focused
on basic needs when we try
to get grants,” Hansen said.
“When Pam approached us,
I was almost like, ‘We can
do that?!’”

“It’s nice that we can just
give them away and know
that families will be able to
go and relax and have fun,”
she added.

The idea behind the dona-
tion is simple: People, all
people, deserve more than
the most basic help. Every-
one deserves to Frolic.

“Food, rent, basic needs
are always the focus,” Lun-
der said. “So, where does
the fun come in? Just be-
cause a family is struggling
with money, does that mean
they can’t go down to the
Frolic and have some fun?”

“You’ve got to have fun,”
she added. “Otherwise, it’s
just a drudge every day.”

This year’s donation will
provide five complimentary
tickets to an estimated 200
families. And it made the
people behind it very happy,
too.

“Every person who has
been involved with this has
been just kind of giddy with
excitement,” said Lunder.

For families who get the
tickets, Lunder has one
piece of advice: “Go down
there and make some memo-
ries.”

Gone but not
forgotten:
Remembering

Olivia Zimmer

They were pretty hard
to miss. Crowds of smil-
ing people in bright yel-
low shirts, taking part in
the Mount Horeb Summer
Frolic’s Norsk Run. The at-
tire had a simple motto on
the front: “When you can’t
find the sunshine, be the
sunshine.” On the back were
two more words: “Team
LIV.”

“Liv” was Olivia Grace
Zimmer, a local young
woman who died on Sun-
day, January 16 of 2022 in a
car accident. She was just 21
years old, but the warmth of
the sunshine she generated
in her life can still be felt
in this community, where
an annual run has become
a tribute to Zimmer and all
she stood for.

“She was just like a bright
light,” recalls her mother,
Kim. “She just had this
smile that would light up a
room.”

Olivia was born on Feb-
ruary 2, 2000 in Madison
to Joshua and Kim Zim-
mer. During her time here,
she loved and took part in

many things, from FFA and
continued on page 9
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volleyball to soccer and ani-
mals, from fishing with fam-
ily to interacting with the
vast majority of people she
met. Once, during the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
someone commented that
her smile was so bright they
could see it even through her
mask.

Olivia was a member of
her school’s Homecoming
Court and graduated from
Mount Horeb High School
in 2018. She also worked
at Schubert’s and Miller
and Sons Supermarket. She
was a proud big sister and
role model to Mandy, Julia,
Emett and Otto. When she
died, she was in her fourth
year studying at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Plat-
teville.

Last year, friends and
family gathered at the Frol-
ic’s Norsk Run to honor her
memory. It was a make-
shift tribute, put together
just a few months after her
passing. “We wanted to do
something to keep her mem-
ory alive. Olivia and I had
done a couple runs together,
the Turkey Trot, a half mara-
thon five years ago; the little
stinker didn’t even train for
it,” says Kim, chuckling at
the memory.

They sold “Team Liv”
T-shirts last year, raising
$1,000 for the Girls Soccer
team.

They did it again in 2023,
and it was clear that Olivia’s
light has not been dimmed
by the passage of another
year. This time around, they
raised money for the Iowa
County Humane Society.

“Animals were just huge
for her,” recalls her mom.
“Especially dogs.”

Team Liv was so in-
spirational, in fact, that it
prompted the Mount Horeb
Summer Frolic Committee
to step up and make a dona-
tion of its own. The Frolic
on June 6 gave $500 to the
Mount Horeb Recreation
Department on behalf of the
Zimmer family in order to
purchase new soccer nets.

Kurt Adler, a member of
the Frolic committee, said it
was a deserving cause.

“The Knights of Colum-
bus has been organizing the

Norsk Run for many years,
so we have a pretty good
gauge of what to expect
for participant levels each
year, but in 2022 the pre-
registration was going wild
very early on; it took a beat
for us to figure it out, but we
realized it was thanks to an
effort spearheaded by Kim
Zimmer to honor the life of
her daughter,” he explained.

“We were extremely hum-
bled that the family chose to
recognize her through the
Norsk Run,” Adler contin-
ued. “Family and friends
signed up and showed up
in droves on the day of the
event. It was such a touch-
ing way to honor this young
lady! After the event, we
brainstormed ... a way to
recognize this large con-
tribution that the Zimmer
family made through their
participation in this Frolic
event and with some insight
from Kim we decided to
give back to another one of
Olivia’s passion’s - soccer.”

The village’s recreation
director, Jill Dudley, ex-
pressed appreciation for the
gift and the sentiment be-
hind it.

“We are so appreciative of
the donation from the Zim-
mer family that was given to
the Recreation Department,
in Olivia’s name, to use to-
wards our youth soccer pro-
gram,” said Dudley.

“Soccer continues to grow
in Mount Horeb, which
means that our equipment
needs [to] grow as well,”
Dudley added. “With our
limited program budget,
purchasing bigger ticket
items sometimes doesn’t
happen unless we are given
generous donations like this
one.”

“With the help of the Zim-
mer family, we are able to
purchase a new soccer goal
and a few nets that need to
be replaced,” she said. “Ol-
ivia had a passion for soccer,
and with close to 300 youth
in our soccer programs, we
hope others will find that
passion as well.”

For Kim, it’s all a re-
minder about how many
people her daughter’s life
impacted, and the many
ways her presence is still felt
in Mount Horeb today. “T’ve
been blown away,” she said.
“I can’t believe how many

The Ultimate Wood Heat.

people she touched.”

“It’s unreal,” she contin-
ued. “Obviously, it’s bitter-
sweet because I would like
nothing more than to have
her here.”

Local leaders
celebrate opening
of apartments

Community and govern-
ment leaders in Mount Horeb
joined Gorman & Company
last week to celebrate the
completion of Landsby
Ridge, a 51-unit mixed-
income community located
at 400 W. Garfield Street.
The ribbon cutting, which
was held Tuesday, June 20,
was attended by Wisconsin
Lt. Gov. Sara Rodriguez,
Rep. Mike Bare (D-Verona),
village president Ryan
Czyzewski and more.

“Adding more housing
options in the village is a
priority of mine and the
board, and it’s great to have
one piece of the puzzle come
to fruition,” said Czyzewski.
“I believe that when people
can afford to live in the com-
munity they work in, the
community is stronger.”

“When Gorman & Com-
pany proposed the project
in 2019, they noted the re-
cent work the village had
done to identify the housing
gaps and opportunities as
a driving force for the pro-
posal,” Czyzewski contin-
ued. “Projects like this are
not easy to finance, and it
took a lot of effort by all par-
ties to help get the project
completed. As previously
reported, the village board
took advantage of an oppor-
tunity when closing TID 4 to
use funds to help close the
gap for affordable housing.”

“I anticipate we will
have that opportunity and
board support again with
TID 3 in several years, as
the need still exists,” he
continued. “So we will be
pursuing other projects.
Something I heard from
everyone [ talked to at Gor-
man & Company was that
our village staff was great to
work with through the pro-
cess, which helps our repu-
tation as a forward looking
community when it comes
to housing.”

Associated Bank pur-
chased the affordable hous-
ing tax credits with the
assistance of the Royal
Bank of Canada, and also

long-term financing. Essen-
tial gap funding is provided
by the Dane County Af-
fordable Housing Develop-
ment Fund, Dane Workforce
Housing Fund, LLC, and
the Affordable Housing Pro-
gram of the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Chicago. Im-
pact Seven provided prede-
velopment financing.

What’s next
for Karakahl?

One of the community’s
most architecturally unique
buildings faces an uncertain
future following a fire that
broke out in April.

Fire and EMS responded
to the structure fire at Kara-
kahl Country Inn, located at
101 Perimeter Road on the
afternoon of Sunday, April
2. Smoke and flames were
billowing up through the
roof of one of the rooms.
Crews contained the fire in
a few hours. A total of 16
people who were staying at
the hotel were displaced, but
they quickly found housing
elsewhere thanks to Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors
and other agencies. The
building, however, was shut
down indefinitely and has
sat vacant ever since, its fu-
ture opaque.

As of July, the Karakahl
still has not taken out the
building permit that would
be required to repair the
structure, as its proprietor
wrangles with insurance.

When the Karakahl Motor
Hotel first opened its doors
in 1964, it was lauded as an
architectural landmark and a
boon to the local economy.
Designed by architect John
Steinmann, who also crafted
the Wisconsin Pavilion for
the New York World’s Fair,
the building featured a dra-
matic, swooping saw-tooth
roofline, a swanky restau-
rant that looked like it had
popped out of a Raymond
Chandler novel, a sunken
rock garden, a large pool,
and walls covered in auda-
cious colors. It was designed
“with the Norse culture of
the community” in mind,
according to an article in
the Capital Times that said it
would “aid [the] Mt. Horeb
economy.” Behind the proj-
ect was C.S. Gonstead, the
famous chiropractor who
worked out of the similarly
Frank Lloyd-Wright-in-
spired clinic located just be-
hind the inn. The newspaper

in 1964 said it was the only
motel in the area to offer
dining accommodations.

When Gonstead’s widow,
Elvira, died in a local house
fire in 1991, her obituary
noted that she had been the
hostess at the Karakahl Inn,
where she opened and man-
aged her own dress shop.

Several people claimed
the word “Karakahl” was
inspired by the Bible and
meant, “Leave your cares.”
A Kara Kahl is also a variety
of Alpine goat.

The hotel that stands today
is actually only a portion of
the original structure, part
of which was torn down and
replaced by the Walgreen’s
currently located at 1401
Springdale Street. In recent
years, the facility, which
had a massive glass window
smashed by a violent storm,
fell increasingly into disre-
pair, while various people,
from seasonal workers to
ice cream truck drivers,
called the Karakahl home
for varying lengths of time.
Customer reviews ranged
from awe-struck - “I love
this place!” - to ominous,
“DO NOT BOOK THIS
HOTEL.” One reviewer
claimed it was haunted. In
one thing everyone was in
agreement: There was no
other place quite like it.

After the fire this spring
was extinguished, officers
from Mount Horeb Police
Department, the Depart-
ment of Justice Division of
Criminal Investigation Fire
Marshal’s Office, the Mount
Horeb Fire Department, and
the Mount Horeb Building
Inspector worked to investi-
gate the incident. The initial
investigation was completed
in 24 hours, finding nothing
criminal about the blaze.
However, the building in-
spector found the property
temporarily uninhabitable
due to issues with both the
water and power, in accor-
dance with municipal ordi-
nance 10.05 (6).

A building inspector as-
sessed the structure on April
4, and the inspection deter-
mined the electrical wiring
was not safe to turn back on
and the building remained
uninhabitable. Broken win-

dows were boarded up.
Rooms were secured.

Three months later, the
building’s fate remains up in
the air.

Owner Sanjay Patel said
he is hoping insurance will
eventually help him repair
some of the fire damage,
and he has struggled to find
a general contractor to do
the work. He said he hopes
to re-open the business but
would also be willing to sell
if the right offer came along.

“I am hoping to get back
on my feet,” he said.

Patel, who took over in
the fall, is the latest in a
string of owners. He said the
Karakahl has suffered from
having “too many owners”
over the years but he hopes
to turn things around.

The Village of Mount
Horeb’s economic devel-
opment specialist, Kristen
Fish-Peterson, has held
multiple conversations
with Patel. She has acted as
something of a liaison to a
local body of government
that is interested in the Kara-
kahl’s ultimate fate.

“I am only talking with
him about the option of
selling his property for re-
development,” said Fish-Pe-
terson. “I offered to provide
a broker opinion of value
and bring buyers to him.
He seems very interested in
that.”

There are myriad possibil-
ities, and village president
Ryan Czyzewski said local
trustees will ponder them
carefully when the time is
right.

“I can say that I and the
village board have indicated
a strong desire in something
different happening with
the site, the fire unexpect-
edly pushed up the potential
timeline and opportunity,”
Czyzewski said last week.

However, Czyzewski
pointed out that the use of
Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) for a potential proj-
ect there won’t be available
until TIF District 3 closes in
2027.

“The village board [does]
not have a current plan for
direct investment or plan to
redevelop the site, as we are

continued on page 10
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waiting for more details on
if the property is salvage-
able or tear-down required,
the owner’s willingness for
change, and the potential for
private investment,” Czyze-
wski continued.

“Due to the amenities
nearby - pharmacy, grocery
store, library, park - I think
the site is an excellent op-
portunity for workforce or
senior housing,” he added.

County records show the
land, totaling roughly two
acres, and building are cur-
rently valued at $616,300.

There and

back again

When asked what she
expected the United States
to be like, Elvira Ber-
genser says, well, different.

“A place where every-
thing is bigger and there are
these bigger personalities,
where everyone has so much
fun and there is so much to
go and see,” she explains.
“A place that is so different
than where I come from.”

Where she comes from
is Marstal, a remote town
in southern Denmark, lo-
cated on the island of Arg.
Marstal has a population of
2,120 and was the municipal
seat of the now abolished
Marstal Municipality.

“It’s a big island with
three really small towns, it
has farms, beaches, no chain
restaurants, it’s all commu-
nity-built,” she explains.

“lI grew up very laid
back,” she adds. “You just
had what you had.”

Bergenser came to Mount
Horeb in August of 2022
through a partnership be-
tween Denmark’s Go High
School program and Inter-
national Experience here in

the United States. She leaves
July 1 of 2023, and she says
she loved her American ex-
perience.

“Of course, I was a little
nervous, but I was confident
that I could make it work,”
she says. “The things is, I
had such a big wish for it to
go well.”

With a gregarious person-
ality and an openness to new
things. Bergenser was well
suited to studying abroad.
She arrived in awe of just
how many differences there
are between her hometown
and the American Midwest.
The way teens go to school,
when they can get their
licenses, how people ad-
dress one another; even the
M&M’s are different here
(because the U.S. allows ar-
tificial colors that are illegal
in many European nations).

“When I say everything is
different, I mean everything
is different,” Bergenser
says. “How people talk. The
respect that is given; I was
shocked by the amount of
respect that is given, how
formal people are here. In
Denmark we don’t say ‘Mr.’
or ‘Mrs.” or ‘Dr.” when we
talk to someone.”

“That’s why I love to be
here,” she said. “Being a teen
is a so different. Back home,
we have one classroom and
the teachers come to us. We
don’t get to pick our classes.
And there’s not that much
school spirit there, either.
We don’t do sports through
school in Denmark. There,
you kind of go to school to
go to school.”

Her initial homesickness
was balanced by her per-
petual interest in this new
world.

Many of her interactions
were with her host, Marny
Skindrud, a Mount Horeb
resident and retired Lieu-
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tenant Colonel in the Army
who saw a post about the
need for local host families
last year.

“They said a host’s re-
sponsibility is room and
board,” Skindrud explained.
“From there, I did the back-
ground checks and home
checks and very quickly got
to see who was wanting to
come to the states.”

With her own Scandi-
navian heritage, Skindrud
thought it would be fun to
live with someone from that
corner of the world. The co-
ordinator told her a young
woman from Denmark was
just finishing her applica-
tion.

“The only thing that made
me pause was that she wrote
she loved big cities, so I wor-
ried Mount Horeb wouldn’t
be for her,” said Skindrud. “I
was told the students wanted
the ‘American experience’
and she would be happy
here. Because I was a single
parent, no-kids home, she
did have to agree to place-
ment, which she did. Her co-
ordinator on her end said it
was the quickest placement
she’s ever had.”

“It’s been amazing. I
think I must be the luckiest
person in terms of place-
ment,” said Bergenser. “We
just matched so well. We are
always laughing.”

Skindrud, who grew up in
Mount Horeb and has lived
in Iraq, Afghanistan, Nor-
way and Oklahoma, taught
Bergenser all about Ameri-
can life. She also introduced
her to local teens before she
even got on the airplane.

“A couple months before
I came, I asked Marny if she
knew any teenagers,” said
Bergenser. “I connected
with a couple of them on
Facetime and Snapchat, so
when I got to Mount Horeb
I already had a couple
friends.”

The two took trips to
Washington, DC, and Nash-
ville, and Oklahoma. They
attended the Summer Frolic
and celebrated holidays in
Mount Horeb and beyond.

And they became friends,
or, as Bergenser puts it,
“family.”

“Sometimes I think the
thing I’ll miss most is just
sitting on the couch eating
snacks and watching Netflix
with Marny,” she said.

The list of things that are
different here is a lengthy
one. Bergenser went from
rye bread with “toppings
you don’t have words for
here” to hamburgers and
pizza. She immersed herself
in Viking Spirit (the Wiscon-
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sin kind) and went to school
dances, another thing she
hadn’t experienced in Den-
mark. Much was different
here, and Bergenser heads
home different, as well.

“What I missed most was
just the feeling of comfort
and knowing everything,”
she said. “But I think I like
living this way, constantly
having new experiences and
interactions.”

There was only one thing
that puzzled Bergenser in
Mount Horeb...

“The trolls, I never got,”
she said with a laugh.
“Maybe the Norwegians do
trolls, but not in Denmark.”

Residents
scammed out of
more than half

a million dollars

Numbers released by
the Mount Horeb Police
Department show that citi-
zens in the village have lost
$503,202 to fraud since the
start of 2021.

The victims fell prey to an
array of scams, ranging from
cryptocurrency and PayPal
hacks to Facebook scams,
gift card tricks, phishing and
identity theft.

Podcast grapples

with local murder

When asked if spending
all their time talking about
the details of horrible crimes
might potentially damage
their own mental health,
James Pietragallo and Jim-
mie Whisman both shrug
and laugh.

“We’re comedians, so
we were ruined long before
this,” Pietragallo replies. In
fact, he knows all too well
how it feels to be part of a
family haunted by homicide.
“My great-grandmother was
murdered when I was 11,”
he says. “Someone came in
the house, tied her up and
slit her throat.”

Whisman says he, too,
isn’t exactly “normal.”

“My dad has been married
nine times; there is nothing
normal about me,” he states.
He says most people aren’t
ordinary, actually, even if
they claim to be: “People
act like they are completely
normal when, in fact, every-
one is bananas. Like being
obsessed with trolls, for ex-
ample.”

The popular Small Town
Murder podcast, which is
hosted by Pietragallo and
Whisman, recently turned its
sights to Mount Horeb, dig-
ging through the details of a
tragic local homicide from
more than 40 years ago.
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With listeners all over the
world, the show attempts
to mine the comi-tragic out
of bizarre and horrifying
cases in quaint communi-
ties across the nation. In
their 389th episode, the duo
dug into the gritty details of
the story of a local woman
who was brutally stabbed to
death with a blunt knife in
her Mount Horeb home in
1981, allegedly by her chee-
semaker husband.

The nearly three-hour
podcast’s summary stated:
“This week, in Mount
Horeb, Wisconsin, a ter-
ribly, bloody and awful
murder scene is found in a
home’s finished basement.
A very inefficient murder
weapon is found under the
body, and detectives believe
everyone was home when it
happened.”

Elmer (Curly) Wyss was
charged with the murder of
his wife in 1981, standing
trial the following year. The
49-year-old man pleaded
not guilty, saying someone
else must have committed
the crime. Their 17-year-old
son, who found his mother’s
body, said he was awakened
by “screams of terror or rage
coming from the basement”
between 2 and 3 a.m., re-
ported the Capital Times.

In a jury trial which com-
menced on July 20, 1982,
Elmer Wyss was found
guilty of the first-degree
murder of his wife, whose
name was spelled “Dor-
thy” in court documents but
“Dorothy” in some newspa-
per accounts at the time. A
series of appeals followed,
with two finding there was
cause for a retrial, but the
state supreme court even-
tually ruled the conviction
would stand.

While there was nothing
funny about the killing it-
self, Pietragallo and Whis-
man say there is value in
joking about the horrors
that pervade society, and
they say their large audience
is due, in large part, to the
fact that people want to be
reminded that they aren’t
entirely safe, even in the
small towns where so many
Americans live. Small Town
Murder grew out of — and
quickly surpassed - another
podcast hosted by Pietra-
gallo and Whisman.

“People think they’re safe,
and they’re not,” Pietragallo
said. “That’s it. That’s the
appeal. They think murders
only happen in big cities, but
in reality they find out they
are just as vulnerable.”

“Everyone is afraid of the
boogeyman, but really you
should be scared of your
husband,” adds Whisman.

“Small town politics plays
a huge part,” points out Pi-
etragallo.

“Murder in a small town

is like throwing a huge rock
into a small pond,” he says.

Are there lines Small
Town Murder won’t cross?
Are there ways they keep
from crossing certain lines
in the sand?

“There are a couple
ways,” says Pietragallo.
“One rule is to not make
fun of the victims or their
families.” They feel free,
however, to make fun of the
murderers they encounter
along the way. And the small
towns where they live.

“The town stuff; that’s
what people get the most
mad at us for,” he explains.

“God forbid we mispro-
nounce the name of a town,”
says Whisman.

“It’s just a roast,” Pietra-
gallo reminds listeners. “We
don’t hate your town.”

Both hosts say murder
is a perfectly fine topic for
comedians, because the en-
tire purpose of comedy is to
lead people safely into dark
places they wouldn’t be able
to go without the aid of a
little humor.

“It was the jester’s job to
deliver horrible news to the
king, and if he wasn’t funny
about it he was killed,” ex-
plains Whisman.

And while most of human-
ity’s weirdness is charming,
or at least innocuous, the
species does have a burning
penchant for murder that has
not dimmed with the pas-
sage of time or the coming
of advanced technology.

“Unfortunately, there is
no shortage of murder,” says
Pietragallo.

“Every week someone
sends us something that just
happened,” says Whisman.
“The aspect of greed and
desperation is something
that will never go away. Hu-
mans have emotions, and
emotions fuel murders.”

The emotions in the
Mount Horeb case were
troubling to say the least.
The entire family was home
when Wyss was killed, and
her body was found by one
of her children. Her hus-
band, who was eventually
convicted of the crime,
claimed not to hear her
being stabbed to death early
that morning. But while
a court of law found him
guilty, some of the podcast’s
listeners 40 years later were
vexed by the lack of physi-
cal evidence.

“What surprised us most
about that one was, a lot
of listeners didn’t think
he should have been con-
victed,” said Pietragallo.
“People love physical evi-
dence.”

The episode starts with
several jokes about Mount
Horeb, and Wisconsin in
general. The pair say they
love the t-shirts that say,

continued on page 11
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“Come and smell our dairy
air.”

“A bit of a drinking
culture around here, too.
Really? In Wisconsin?” Pi-
etragallo jokes.

“There are trolls every-
where,” Whisman adds.
“Everyone is clearly drunk.”

When it came to the ac-
tual case, they didn’t shy
away from the awful details
contained in the court docu-
ments and newspaper clip-
pings of the time. The case
made headlines back in the
early 1980s, and cable TV
covered the trial “from gavel
to gavel.”

“A big part of the research
that gets done is newspa-
per archives, and it’s pretty
much always the neighbor
or the husband,” says Pi-
etragallo.

While they are gener-
ally irreverent, the pair do,
at times, feel the weight of
their subject matter.

“I like to follow James,
because he never flinches,
and I do,” says Whisman.

In addition to the pod-
cast, Small Town Murder is
also a live, traveling show.
It’s coming to The Panages
in Minneapolis on Friday,
August 11 and The Audito-
rium Theatre in Chicago on
Saturday, August 12. Go to
shutupandgivememurder.
com to learn more.

“Those audiences in the
Midwest are great,” said
Whisman. “Those are our
best audiences.”

And while the subject
matter is death, they urge
listeners to remember one
important thing about their
show: “It’s for the living.”

Schools limit
phone use to help
combat mental

health crisis
According to a study pub-
lished by the National In-
stitutes of Health, evidence
from a variety of cross-
sectional, longitudinal and
empirical studies “impli-
cate smartphone and social
media use in the increase in
mental distress, self-injuri-

QuALTYy SERVICE

& SELEcTION

NEED AUTO BODY REPAIRS?

Call Us First!

* FREE Loaner Car

e |-Car & ASE
Certified Techs

o Written Warranty

¢ Foreign & Domestic
Vehicle Repair

,-/-‘

SYIMID(
- CHEU

2011 Springdale St.
(608) 437-5555

ous behavior and suicidal-
ity among youth.” The more
time young people spend pe-
rusing social media on their
phones, the worse the effects
are. The impact appears to
be greatest among girls, the
same paper shows.

The effects of social
media addiction range from
loss of learning to loss of
self. Many people worry it
can even lead to the loss of
life itself.

Just one of a litany of
disturbing findings in the
study was that “social media
can negatively affect ado-
lescents’ self-view and in-
terpersonal relationships
through social comparison
and negative interactions,
including cyberbullying;
moreover, social media con-
tent often involves normal-
ization and even promotion
of self-harm and suicidality
among youth.”

Last but not least, “high
proportions of youth en-
gage in heavy smartphone
use and media multitasking,
with resultant chronic sleep
deprivation, and negative
effects on cognitive control,
academic performance and
socioemotional function-
ing.”

Taking into consider-
ation this vast galaxy of red
flags, along with the results
of recent surveys in which
parents and students alike
asked the district to focus
on mental health, the Mount
Horeb Area School District
is taking decisive action. In
what will, for some, feel like
a sweeping change, phones
and other personal electronic
devices will no longer be al-
lowed during instructional
time for pupils in grades six
through 12. It’s a bold move
that educators believe will
immediately improve the
quality of education students
receive, and could, in theory,
save lives in the long run.

School board president
Jessica Arrigoni said the
change is part of a multi-
pronged effort to make sure
students are “happy and en-
gaged” when they are learn-
ing.

“It’s not only academic,”
she explained. “It’s for the
students’ social and mental

health.”

“Our own, student-driven
data shows anxiety and de-
pression are through the
roof, and our strategic plan
survey told us people want
us to do more to address
mental health,” she contin-
ued. “This is going to be
very good for our students.”

“We’re hoping to create
a culture around how we
do things, and it’s going to
be consistent [in both the
middle school and the high
school],” she said.

Arrigoni said districts that
have adopted similar poli-
cies have seen almost imme-
diate increases in test scores.

She says she also suspects
many students will actually
feel “a sense of relief” when
the constant trauma of social
media is removed from the
equation.

But Arrigoni was quick
to point out that the move
is not anti-technology or in-
tended to stifle innovation
and digital learning in local
schools.

“Kids will still be doing
all sorts of cool things with
technology in the classroom,
but it’s going to be with
purpose rather than an ad-
diction,” she said. She said
students will still have ac-
cess to their phones during
lunch and outside of instruc-
tional time.

In a statement sent out to
the district, superintendent
Dr. Steve Salerno called
constant phone use in the
classroom “an addiction”
that educators have an ob-
ligation to help break in the
best interest of the commu-
nity’s youth.

“There is significant em-
pirical evidence to support
learning loss and anxiety
inducing behaviors when
these devices are so readily
available,” wrote Salerno.
“Not to mention, imagine
trying to teach 25-plus stu-
dents while competing for
their attention with an elec-
tronic device.”

Multiple district officials
admitted implementation
may anger some students or
parents. They said it’s a risk
worth taking.

“Yes, many of our stu-
dents are unhappy about
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this new practice,” wrote
Salerno. “We get it. Frankly,
repeatedly checking our de-
vices is a form of addiction.
It is time that we responsibly
wean them off.”

A teacher in the Mid-
dleton-Cross Plains Area
School District, where
phones are allowed - and
pervasive - in the classroom,
spoke on the condition of
anonymity about the impact
they have on education.

“If you are an adult, it
basically in no way resem-
bles what school was like
for you,” he said. “It’s an
addictive psychology, the
kids obviously don’t have
the ability to self-regulate,
and they are on their phones
every moment of the day. It
makes it impossible for them
to engage in any meaningful
discourse. They don’t even
interact with each other.”

The teacher said students
who struggle the most aca-
demically are “almost all”
addicted to their phones,
perusing everything from
Snapchat to pornography
throughout the school day.
They said social media use
makes it impossible for
teachers to reach many of
the students who need help
the most. “However bad you
imagine it is, it is worse than
that,” the teacher stated.

While many teachers
greeted the news of Mount
Horeb’s new policy with ap-
plause, district leaders here
said they are prepared for
some backlash from stu-
dents and parents who feel
unlimited social media ac-
cess is a fundamental right.

But Mount Horeb Middle
School principal Paul Chris-
tiansen said educators are
doing “what’s best for kids”
rather than merely what is
popular in the short-term.

“I think the biggest thing
is just the constant disrup-
tion,” he said, “which leads
to less engagement.”

Christiansen said the
COVID pandemic and all
that came with it highlighted
problems that already ex-
isted.

“Let’s be honest,” he said.
“Over the last few years,
kids have not had a lot of
opportunities for engage-
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ment, for problem solving.”
He went on to say that with
their phones away, pupils
will once again have the op-
portunity to take part in the
“productive struggle” at the
root of true learning.

For thousands of years,
people have learned through
variations of the Socratic
method; the ongoing pro-
cess of dialogue between
students and teachers. With
students’ phones tempo-
rarily off, local educators
hope students and teachers
in Mount Horeb will once
again be able to engage in
the messy, beautiful process
of learning, together.

Christiansen said students
themselves know how badly
digital distractions are hin-
dering their growth and de-
velopment, but as with any
addiction, the cycle can be
difficult to break, especially
if everyone else is doing
it. That’s why leadership
at the district office, the
high school and the middle
school all agreed to make
the change universal in
grades six through 12.

“Will it be easy? Not nec-
essarily. When September
comes, this will be a new
expectation,” he said.

“It will be a change, but
it won’t be a surprise,” he
added.

Supporters of the change
were quick to quash any
comparisons to the radical
followers of the mythical
Ned Ludd, who smashed
textile machines and gifted
society with the enduring
term for those who reject
technology: “luddite.”

“The kids all still have
Chromebooks, and they all
have access to the internet,”
Christiansen said. “A com-
ponent of this is just teach-
ing appropriate use.” He
said phones can still be used
as tools in the curriculum,
in specified areas where
they are a natural part of the
learning process.

But while academics are
important, district leaders
returned again and again to
the core fact that unfettered
access to social media dur-
ing instructional time needs
to come to an end, and not
merely to boost test scores.
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“The research talks about
increasing anxiety and de-
pression, and the loss of self
that comes with that,” Chris-
tiansen said.

“We owe it to them to do
what’s in their best interest,”
he continued.

So, will this initiative help
teachers teach? Will it help
students learn? District lead-
ers say they will have data
points to help answer those
questions soon enough.

Whether it will make
people happier, healthier,
and more engaged with the
world around them - and
whether it will allow them to
develop unique selves that
feel like they belong — will
be harder to quantify, but not
impossible.

“We will be able to look
and see,” Christiansen said.

Power line
battle

continues

A decision by a Madison-
based federal judge that
would prevent construction
of a Dubuque to Middleton
transmission line through
a wildlife refuge was over-
turned last week as prema-
ture.

Environmental groups
challenged a permit issued
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service in September 2020
to allow the Cardinal-Hick-
ory Creek powerline to pass
through Upper Mississippi
River National Wildlife and
Fish Refuge.The agency
concluded that the 345-kilo-
watt line extending along an
existing road and railroad
would be “compatible” with
its “major purposes” under
the Refuge Act, according to
the July 19 appeals decision.

The Driftless Area Land
Conservancy was among
the groups which alleged the
environmental impact state-
ment prepared by Rural Util-
ities Service and adopted by
the USF&WS and the Army
Corps of Engineers was de-
ficient. American Transmis-
sion Co., ITC Midwest and
Dairyland Power Coopera-
tive, the line’s partners, con-
tinue to construct the line
as the lawsuit proceeded

through the courts.
Continued Next Week
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Vikings split two games and
have a blast at WBY Shootout

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

MEQUON — Nine
years ago, Mount Horeb’s
boys basketball team went
to the Wisconsin Basket-
ball Yearbook Shootout,
lost a pair of games and
fell to 6-4 on the season.

Three months later, the
Vikings won the WIAA
Division 2 state champion-
ship.

So moments after Mount
Horeb dropped a 74-48
decision to Franklin on

Vikings’
year had a
bevy of highs

ROB
REISCHEL

Conference champion-
ships.

State tournament appear-
ances.

And memories to last the
rest of their lives.

Mount Horeb athletics
had it all in the past year.
And that meant one high-
light after another.

Last week we looked at
stories No. 6-10. This week
we look at stories No. 1-5.

1. Football team

enjoys banner year

For the better part of
two decades now, fol-
lowers of the Mount
Horeb-Barneveld football
program have dreamed
about advancing to the
sport’s biggest stage.

They’ve thought about
capturing the imagination
of the community as they
com-peted for a WIAA
state championship, and
returning home amid a
caravan of fire trucks and a

continued on page 13

Dec. 29 — just 24 hours
after it posted a 72-53 win
over Racine St. Catherine’s
— Vikings coach Todd
Nesheim told his team the
story of that 2015 squad.
The three-day WBY
Shootout — held at Con-
cordia University — isn’t
just about wins and losses.
It’s about facing elite
competition. It’s about
team bonding. And it’s
about learning things that
can pay dividends later in

the year.
continued on page 19

BASKETBALL

Mount Horeb boys basketball coach Todd Nesheim watched his team split a pair of games at the WBY Shootout. Photo courtesy
of Mary Langenfeld

nt Horel's hest of 2023

Brooks Pernot (7) and Mount Horeb-Barneveld’s football team had a lot to celebrate in 2023. File photo
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gold ball to match the ones
in the trophy case from
gymnastics, boys basket-
ball, boys soccer, boys
golf, girls track and field
and both cross country pro-
grams.

They also know how
perfectly the stars have to
align for that to happen.

In 2023, it almost hap-
pened as the Vikings took
the community on a thrill-
ing, three-month ride.

MH-B rolled to a third
straight Badger Small
Conference championship,
won its first two playoff
games and carried an 11-0
record into Level 3 of the
postsea-son. But the Vi-
kings’ dream season ended
with a heartbreaking 26-21
loss to perennial power-
house Green Bay Notre
Dame in an epic WIAA Di-
vision 3 state quarterfinal.

“I fully believed that we
would win this game, right
down to the last play,” said
senior two-way lineman
Austin Leibfried, an Indi-
ana University recruit. “It
didn’t go our way. But we
kept fighting. That’s the
main thing — this group’s
a bunch of fighters and a
bunch of great guys and
everyone’s going to do
great in life.”

The Vikings did great
things on the field all sea-
son long.

MH-B outscored its
foes by an average score
of 41.5-18.2 while roll-
ing up an 11-0 record. Just
one of the Vikings’ first 11
contests were decided by
single digits.

And MH-B rolled past
Seymour and Baraboo in
the first two rounds of the
playoffs.

But Notre Dame —
which won two state titles
and finished second twice
since 2003 — was a differ-
ent animal.

The Vikings rallied from
a 12-point second-half
deficit, producing a pivotal
fourth-down stop deep in
their own territory midway
through the fourth quarter
and marching 83 yards to
take a 21-20 lead with 2
minutes, 58 seconds left
on a 3-yard touchdown
run by Trenton Owens and
extra point by junior Zach
Maguire.

But the Tritons put the
game on the back of ju-
nior Christian Collins,
one of the state’s most ac-
complished running backs,
and again the workhorse
delivered. After returning
a squib kick to the Notre
Dame 42-yard line, Col-
lins took his 33rd carry
of the night right into the
teeth of the MH-B defense
and dashed 40 yards before
being brought down by se-
nior LJ. Ellestad at the Vi-
kings’ 17.

Four plays later, Col-

lins waltzed into the end
zone for a 3-yard go-ahead
score.

MH-B had just 51 sec-
onds left, but drove to the
Notre Dame 22-yard line
with 5.1 seconds left.

On the game’s final play,
MH-B split a trio of trusted
receivers to the right, and
sent them to the back cor-
ner of the end zone. Quar-
terback Kasey Helgeson
loft-ed a ball that Notre
Dame cornerback Charlie
Hornacek was able to swat
down before it got behind
him to wideouts L.J. Elles-
tad and Chris Kiel.

Owen Preimesberger —
trailing those two slightly
— dove to catch the deflec-
tion, but it was just out of
his reach.

“I don’t think we lost. I
think we ran out of time,”
Owens said. “Twenty more
seconds and we’re playing
next week with a shot to go
to the championship. We
left it all out there. I don’t
regret anything.”

Ellestad agreed.

“I wouldn’t do it with
anyone else. I love these
dudes,” Ellestad said. “It
was a hell of a season.
We made history. We just
couldn’t pull it off.”

MH-B gobbled up 18
spots on the all-Badger
Small confer-ence team,
including seven first-team
all-conference selections.

Helgeson was named the

continued on page 14

Clockwise from top left, Mount Horeb-Barneveld football coach Bret St. Arnauld led the
Vikings to one of the most successful seasons in school history.

Trenton Owens (2) and Kasey Helgeson (8) both had huge years. And Landon Ellestad (12)
and Drew Preimesberger (6) both enjoyed tremendous seasons. File photos
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league’s Offensive Player
of the Year, Leibfried was
named the Offensive Line-
man of the Year and Bret
St. Arnauld was named the
league’s Coach of the Year.

Helgeson, Leibfried and
Kiel all received some
form of all-state honors, as
well.

“We put so much time
into this season, before
the season, during the sea-
son,” Kiel said. “We were
together at 5 a.m., 12 p.m.,
12 a.m., working together
all the time. So much heart.
I’'m so proud of everyone
here.”

Owens agreed.

“This is the biggest fam-
ily I’ve ever had, and the
brotherhood is second
to none,” Owens said. “I
think everybody on the
team would attest to that.
I’m going to miss it so
much. Everything about
it. There’s just something
about this team, about foot-
ball. This is something I’ve
never felt before, and I'm
never going to feel again.”

2. Sensational Sadler

What a year it was for
the incomparable Addy
Sadler.

Mount Horeb’s sensa-
tional track/cross country
star won the 800-meter
dash at the WIAA Divi-
sion 1 state meet in June.
Sadler also placed third in
the 1,600-meter run and
led the Vikings’ 3,200-
meter relay to a sixth-place
finish.

Sadler’s big weekend
helped the Vikings tie for
10th place in the Division
1 girls team standings with
Bay Port with 20 points.
DeForest won the meet
with 46 points.

“It was amazing,” Sadler
said of her three trips to
the awards podium. I
was super excited to be up
there. It’s really been my
dream all winter.”

Sadler — who has com-
mitted to run collegiately
at Harvard — then finished
second at the WIAA Divi-
sion 2 state cross country
meet less than five months
later.

Sadler’s exploits helped
Mount Horeb finish fifth as
a team at state.

“I kept pushing the entire
race and am proud of what
I accomplished,” Sadler
said. “I left everything out
there and that’s all that I
could ask of myself.”

During the state track
and field meet, Sadler
won the 800 in 2:11.64,
just ahead of Cedarburg’s

Charlize-Trinity McKenzie
(2:13.56).

“My goal was to sit on
(Trinity McKenzie) from
the start and make a move
whenever I felt good,”
Sadler said. “About 350
meters in, I could hear her
breathing harder than me.
I could see her tiring, so I
decided to take it. I passed
her with about 400 (me-
ters) to go and kicked for
400, and it worked out.”

Sadler, who lived out-
side Toronto, Canada, for
the past three years before
returning to her hometown
last summer, was also third
in the 1,600.

“My goal was to win it.
I didn’t quite get there, but
I went out at a really slow
pace, a pedestrian pace,”
Sadler said. “Just having
that early kick really got
me, but it was the best race
I could have asked for.”

Sadler also teamed with
senior Megan Van Ors-
del, junior Emmy Bennin
and sophomore Katherine
Straka to finish sixth in the
3,200-meter relay.

“It was amazing,” Sadler
said. “It was so much bet-
ter being up on the podi-
um with my team than by
myself. The delight in that
was 10 times. It was awe-
some.”

Sadler and her Vikings
teammates qualified for the
state cross country meet,
as well, where they gave a
memorable performance.

Mount Horeb finished
fifth at the 16-team event,
its best team finish since
the 2008 group won
the state title. Appleton
Xavier finished first with
75 points, while Bloomer
(116), Green Bay Notre
Dame (126), Dodgeville/
Mineral Point (129)
and Mount Horeb (166)
rounded out the top five.

“Simply put, our girls
team had a fantastic race
at Wisconsin Rapids,”
Mount Horeb coach Dave
Chancellor said. “We were
ranked ninth in Division
2 going into the meet —
our highest ranking of the
season. While I wasn’t un-
happy with that ranking, I
also thought many of the
teams ranked ahead of us
were ones we could beat.

“I thought that fifth
was possible if everyone
ran well and we were, of
course, also hoping that
Abby could get the indi-
vidual win. That didn’t
quite come to be, but her
runner-up fin-ish was huge
for us in the team scoring.”

Sadler won every cross
country race she competed
in this season and hoped to
continue that trend at state.

Sadler’s plan was to

B ety a2
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Mount Horeb’s Addy Sadler won the 800-meter dash at the WIAA Division 1 state meet, then finished second at the WIAA
Division 2 state cross country meet. File photos

hang with the leaders for
the first two miles, then
make her move on the
straight away over the final
mile. Unfortunately for
Sadler, the best laid plans
don’t always come to frui-
tion.

Northland Pines senior
Nora Gremban raced to
the front from the start,
completing the first mile
in 5:35 — five seconds
ahead of Sadler. Gremban
increased her lead over
Sadler to 16 seconds after
two miles.

Gremban eventually
won the race in 17 minutes,
46.7 seconds, while Sadler
was second in 18:09.3.

“I feel proud of what I
accomplished, however
getting second has just fu-
eled my fire for my next
competition,” Sadler said.
“Coming in first is nice,
but losing is really what
pushes me to train harder.”

Sadler’s teammates had
a memorable day, as well.

Freshman Willa Vigliotta
finished 10th (19:16.5),

continued on page 15
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freshman Julia Straka
was 24th (20:15.2), ju-
nior Katherine Straka was
60th (21:41.0) and fresh-
man Maeve True was 71st
(21:59.3).

“There’s something
magical about high school
cross country when you’re
part of a team that cares
about one another and em-
braces the work,” Chan-
cellor said. “To me, this
season gives us something
solid to build future years
on and I’'m excited about
what comes next for this
program.”

Thanks in large part
to the foundation Sadler
helped build.

3. Gymnasts

4th at state

When the 2022-23 girls
gymnastics season started,
few people expected great
things from Mount Horeb.

The Vikings had gradu-
ated the majority of girls
that helped them finish
second at state in 2022. In
fact, 17 of the 20 varsity
positions were open.

By the end of the season,
though, Mount Horeb was
right back where it always
seems to be — competing
for greatness at state. And
while the Vikings fell a tad
short of that, they fully un-
derstood this was another
terrific chapter in their sen-
sational story.

Mount Horeb finished
fourth at the WIAA Divi-
sion 2 state meet. Nicolet
won the state title with a
142.750 team score, while
West Salem (138.0), Elk-
horn (137.9167), Mount
Horeb (136.050) and West
Bend West (135.667)
rounded out the top-five at
the 10-team tournament.

“We are holding our
heads high with our fourth
place finish at state,” Vi-
kings coach Martha Koller
Faust said. “Of course it’s
always the goal to bring
home some hardware, but
our girls didn’t give up the
entire competition.”

Mount Horeb opened on
the balance beam and was
the first team to compete at
that difficult station. The
beam is typically a strength
for the Vikings, but on this
day they struggled.

Mount Horeb’s team
score was 32.017, which
was the lowest of the 10
teams at state. It also meant
the Vikings were fighting
an uphill battle the rest of
the day.

“Even though our gym-
nasts were prepared and
up to the challenge, we
had several falls, missed

MOUNT HOREB'’S BEST OF 2023
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connections and missed
bonus,” Koller Faust said.
“Beam has been one of our
strongest events all season,
so being down three to four
points right away made for
an uphill battle for us.”

But the Vikings did yeo-
man’s work battling their
way back from their early
struggles.

Mount Horeb had the
third-best score on the
floor exercise (35.717) and
the fourth-best on the vault
(35.033).

On the floor exercise, se-
nior Annelle Moyer posted
a stellar 9.117 and sopho-
more Marley Mclntyre
shined with a 9.083. Soph-
omore Athena Ouradnik
scored an 8.850 and senior
Izzy Walker notched an
8.667.

On the vault, Moyer
carded a 9.017, while
the Vikings also counted
scores from junior Edie
Balster (8.817), Ourad-
nik (8.733) and MclIntyre
(8.467).

And on the uneven bars,
Mount Horeb counted
scores from freshman
Sylviah Seeliger (8.417),
Walker (8.350), Ourad-
nik (8.333) and McIntyre
(8.133).

While the Vikings
looked to be in deep trou-
ble after their first event,
they rallied for an impres-
sive fourth place finish.

“A little pep talk after
our beam rotation and a
‘don’t quit’ attitude from
our girls were the key to
our proud fourth place fin-
ish,” Koller Faust said.

One day later, several
Vikings competed at the
individual state tourna-
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ment and gave terrific per-
formances.

Ouradnik was Mount
Horeb’s lone qualifier in
the all-around competition
and finished 20th overall
(34.083).

Sophomore  Reece
Olinger was ninth on the
balance beam (8.80), while
Moyer was 21st (8.267)
and Ouradnik was 25th
(8.10). On the floor exer-
cise, Ouradnik was 19th
(8.767) and Moyer was
23rd (8.70).

Ouradnik was 17th on
the uneven bars (8.450) and
Seeliger was 20th (8.333).
And on the vault, Moyer
was 16th (9.033) and Bal-
ster was 20th (8.90).

“Every individual com-
petitor — Annelle, Edie,
Reece, Athena and Sylviah
— had her first experi-
ence of the individual state
championships on Satur-
day,” Koller Faust said.
“That being said, how can

continued on page 16

Mount Horeb’s girls gymnastcs team (top) finished fourth at the WIAA Division 2 state meet.
Both Athena Ouradnik (middle) and Annelle Moyer (above) were key to the Vikings’ success.
File photos
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Clockwise from top, Jadyn Schellpfeffer, Ella Fager, Delaina Nicewander and Emma Olsen

helped Mount Horeb’s girls golfers win the Badger Small Conference title. Photos courtesy of

Mary Langenfeld
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continued from page 15

any of us feel nothing but
pride for them?

“It’s the best of the best
at state and our girls did a
fantastic job. This year’s
state meet is also the first
time since 2020 that the
team competition was
Friday and the individual
competition was Saturday.
It’s a long, exhausting cou-
ple of days both physically
and mentally and I’'m very
pleased with their perfor-
mances.”

Koller Faust was ex-
tremely pleased with what
many believed would be a
rebuilding year in Mount
Horeb. Instead, the Vikings
won another Badger Con-
ference crown, captured a
sectional title and finished
fourth overall at team state.

“I really think this 2022-
2023 Vikings exceeded
many people’s expecta-
tions,” Koller Faust said.
“We knew we had big
shoes to fill with 17 of the
20 varsity positions open
from last year’s state meet
competitors.

“Each member of our
team, both varsity and ju-
nior varsity, worked hard
and accomplished so much
this entire season. Our
girls’ resiliency and ‘never
give up’ attitude has been
evident since our first day
of practice back in No-
vember. They believed in
them-selves and in each
other and as a coach, that’s
a terrific feeling.”

4. Girls golfers share
conference title

The trophy might read
co-champs.

But the key word was
undoubtedly champs.

Mount Horeb’s girls golf
team finished in second
place at the Badger Small
Conference Tournament
on Sept. 19 at Reedsburg
Country Club. Madison
Edgewood nipped the Vi-
kings for the team title,
393-395.

When combined with
Mount Horeb’s first place
finish in the dual meet sea-
son, though, the Vikings
and Crusaders tied for the
Badger Small title. That

gave Mount Horeb its first
conference championship
in program history.

“Our body of work
throughout the entire con-
ference season allowed us
to earn a share of our first-
ever conference cham-
pionship, a remarkable
accomplishment for our
pro-gram,” Mount Horeb
coach Nolan Krentz said.

The Vikings, who
went 6-0 during the dual
meet season, entered the
day atop the conference
standings with six points.
Madison Edgewood was
second with five points and
Baraboo had four points.

Playing the back nine
first, Edgewood got off to
a fast start with a 186 at the
turn, while Mount Horeb
was second at 198 and
Baraboo was third (217).

Senior Ella Fager and
sophomore Delaina Nice-
wander both shot 48s on
their first nine to lead the
Vikings. Fager parred the
15th hole while Nicewan-
der recorded pars on holes
No. 11 and 18.

Junior Emma Olsen had
continued on page 17
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a 49, highlighted by a par
on hole No. 16, while ju-
nior Lainy Hesseling added
a 53 and freshman Jadyn
Schellpfeffer carded a 57.

“It was an uneven per-
formance for us on our first
nine holes,” Krentz said.
“Typically the back nine is
a little easier at Reedsburg,
but we struggled off the tee
as well as on and around
the greens.”

Playing the tougher front
side for its second nine
holes, Mount Horeb shot
a 197 and finished with a
team score of 395. Edge-
wood carded a 207 on its
second nine, finished with
a 393 and held on for first
place.

The Crusaders notched
seven points for winning
the conference tournament,
while Mount Horeb earned
six points — giving both
teams 12 points overall.

“We made a run at Edge-
wood down the stretch,”
Krentz said. “We trailed
by as many as 16 strokes
on our second nine, but we
were able to make things
interesting the last few
holes. We just dug our-
selves too big of a hole and
ended up running out of
holes.”

Fager was sensational on
her second nine, carding a
41 and finishing with an
89. Fager parred holes No.
3,5, 8, and 9 on her back
nine and finished in second
place individually in the
33-player field.

Olsen and Nicewander
both finished with 99s,
which was good for a fifth
place tie. Olsen shot a 50
on her second nine, includ-
ing a par on hole No. 6,
while Nicewander had a
51 with pars at No. 2 and 9.

Hesseling closed with a
55 on her second nine and
posted a score of 108 to
place 12th.

Afterwards, Fager and
Nicewander were named
first-team all-Badger Small
Conference, while both
Olsen and Schellpfeffer
were recognized with sec-
ond-team all-conference
honors.

“This was the first time
in our program’s history
that we had more than one
player earn all-conference
honors during a season, so
to have four players recog-
nized in one season is quite
an achievement,” Krentz
said. “To have multiple
players capable of shoot-
ing in the 40’s has made
us much more formidable
this season and allowed
us to achieve our goal of
winning a conference title.
Hopefully we can keep the

momentum going as we
begin postseason play.”

5. Stoddard caps
terrific career in style

Senior Joe Stoddard is
one of the top runners in
school history.

And Stoddard wrapped
up his high school career
with a sixth-place finish
in the 3,200-meter run at
the WIAA Division 1 state
meet.

Stoddard’s time of
9:11.64 was just more than
a second ahead of Stevens
Point junior Aloysius Fran-
zen (9:12.68) for the final
spot on the podium.

“This is such a story and
such a race to go out on be-
cause it’s one we’ll never
forget,” Stoddard said.

The evening Division 1
session, which included
preliminaries and five fi-
nals events, was extended
due to multiple weather-
related delays. And then
there was another half-
hour delay when the sta-
dium lights went dark at 11
p.m.

By the time Stoddard ap-
proached the starting line
the weather had cleared.
But it was also well after
midnight.

“The time he raced
wasn’t the most ideal,”
Mount Horeb coach Brian
Mcln-tyre said. “But it was
the same for everybody.
Everybody had to deal
with the same thing.

“Joe is a pretty tactical
racer. He knows the posi-
tion to be in and when to
move. He is a very instinc-
tual racer. Once they shoot
the gun, the runners have to
do a lot of that themselves.
It’s not really the coaches
at that point.”

Stoddard, who won the
Division 2 state cross coun-
try title in 2022, placed

eighth in the 3,200 at the
Division 2 state meet as a
sophomore. But Stoddard
was determined to earn a
top-six finish and a spot on
the podium this time.

“By the eighth lap, I was
pretty tired,” he said. “I
didn’t have quite as much
left in the tank. But I had
just enough to get on that
sixth-place spot on the po-
dium.”

Stoddard said achieving
that goal was the perfect
ending to his high school
career.

“It’s hard for me to fin-
ish a race and say I did ev-
erything completely right,”
said Stoddard, who is now
competing in cross coun-
try and track and field at
Eastern Illinois. “It’s like
there’s always the next
thing you could have done.

“But really I think T ex-
ecuted as well as I could
of. My fitness prepared me
as well as I could have. It
really was the perfect end-
ing. My top goal was 9:10
and to get on the podium in
Division 1 is pretty special.
So I was super happy with
it.”
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Joseph Stoddard finished sixth at state in the 3,200 meter run. File photos
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by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

The Mount Horeb/
Barneveld wrestlers finished
in 17th place out of 26 teams
at the Bi-State Classic last
week.

Hastings (Minn.) won the
team title with 205.0 points.
The Vikings finished with
72 points.

Here’s a recap of MH-B’s
performance:

120 — Nick Burreson
(3-7) place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round I - Carter
Jensen (Nekoosa/Assump-
tion/Port Edwards) 12-4
won by fall over Burreson
(Fall 0:46)

e Cons. Round 1 - Johnny
Robinson (Mineral Point)
1-2 won by fall over Burre-
son (Fall 2:38)

126 — Timmy Kruse
(5-9) place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 -
Turner Campbell (Holmen)
19-7 won by fall over Kruse
(Fall 1:30)

e Cons. Round 1 - Max
Kelley (Iowa-Grant/High-
land) 8-7 won by fall over
Kruse (Fall 1:40)

132 — Colton Bell (0-5)
place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 - Avery
Femrite (Beaver Dam/Way-
land Ac.) 22-3 won by fall
over Bell (Fall 1:18)

e Cons. Round 1 - Jacob
Bertling (Nekoosa/Assump-
tion/Port Edwards) 7-6 won
by fall over Bell (Fall 0:56)

138 — Marcus Sevilla
(4-5) place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 - Brice
Buxton (Cuba City/Benton/
Southwestern) 15-8 won by
fall over Sevilla (Fall 4:14)

e Cons. Round 1 - Ethan
Reekie (Verona) 3-8 won
by fall over Marcus Sevilla
(Mount Horeb/Barneveld)
4-5 (Fall 0:25)

144 — Finn Herman
(0-5) place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 - Brett
Plomedahl (West Salem/
Bangor) 22-5 won by fall

over Herman (Fall 0:30)

* Cons. Round 1 - Chaise
McGuire (Riverdale) 9-10
won by fall over Herman
(Fall 0:36)

150 — Ryan Errthum
(6-5) place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 -
Carter Cady (Lewiston-Al-
tura/Rushford-Peterson) 8-6
won by fall over Errthum
(Fall 4:17)

* Cons. Round 1 - AJ
Alesch (Holmen) 7-9 won
by major decision over Err-
thum (MD 8-0)

157 — Eli Maier (11-3)
placed 7th and scored 28.0
team points.

* Champ. Round 1 - Maier
won by fall over Abraham
Sanchez (Sparta) 14-6 (Fall
1:31)

* Champ. Round 2 - Maier
won by fall over Braedyn
Nally (Monroe) 14-7 (Fall
3:05)

* Champ. Round 3 - Jaxon
Busse (Iowa-Grant/High-
land) 22-1 won by decision
over Maier (Dec 6-0)

e Cons. Round 4 - Maier

won by fall over Blaine
Primmer (Viroqua) 19-8
(Fall 2:47)

e Cons. Round 5 - Maier
won by fall over Colton
Zipp (Bay Port) 3-2 (Fall
1:29)

* Cons. Round 6 - Maier
won by decision over Bryce
Lenzendorf (Prairie du
Chien) 16-7 (Dec 11-4)

e Cons. Round 7 - Eyan
Dessellier (Kiel) 21-4 won
by decision over Maier (Dec
12-7)

* 7th Place Match - Maier
won by major decision over
Quinn Pfeiffer (Waunakee)
6-3 (MD 13-3)

165 — Eli Leonard (17-
1) placed 3rd and scored
36.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 - Leon-
ard won by fall over Lucas
Freeberg (Cannon Falls/
Randolph) 7-10 (Fall 0:53)

e Champ. Round 2 -
Leonard won by tech fall
over Zaender Schoenebeck
(Luxemburg-Casco) 16-12
(TF-1.5 4:27 (16-1)

e Champ. Round 3 - Leon-
ard won by fall over Colton

Maren Johnson and Mount Horeb’s girls basketball team fell to Mineral Point on Dec. 28. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

by ROB REISCHEL
Snorts Editor

Offense continues to be a
problem.

And as Mount Horeb’s
girls basketball team puts to-
gether its New Year’s Reso-
lution, that will top the list.

The Vikings shot just
8.0% in the first half and
17% for the game and
dropped a 54-34 decision to
Mineral Point on Dec. 28.
The Vikings fell to 4-7 over-
all and are 3-3 in the Badger
Small Conference.

“We are really struggling
right now to score and make
shots,” Vikings coach Bart
Leibfried said. “It’s hard to
win and hard to play with
energy on the defensive end
when shots don’t go in.”

Nearly eight minutes into
the game against Mineral
Point, Mount Horeb was
scoreless. And the Vikings
shot just 2-of-25 (8.0%) in
the first half while digging a
37-7 hole.

“We missed some really
good shots, then we started
to press by dribbling too

much on offense and turned
over the ball and gave them
easy scores on the other
end,” Leibfried said.

Mount Horeb played
much better in the second
half, outscoring the Point-
ers, 27-17. But the 30-point
halftime deficit was far too
much to overcome.

Hallie Klein led the Vi-
kings with eight points,
while Courtney Monroe
added six.

“We have to be more
physical if we are going to
win and the last 10 minutes
of the first half they pushed

us around on both ends of
the floor,” Leibfried said.
“Our staff challenged the
girls at half to be the more
physical team and we were
in the second half.

“We got some really qual-
ity minutes out of three
freshmen in the second
half — Courtney Monroe,
Maren Johnson and Maddie
Niemetscheck.”

* On deck: The Vikings
are at Reedsburg (9-2,
4-2) Saturday at 2:15 p.m.
Mount Horeb then travels to
Barneveld on Jan. 9 at 7:30
p.m.

Clark (Kickapoo/La Farge/
Youth Initiative) 13-6 (Fall
2:28)

e Quarterfinal - Leonard
won by decision over Ayden
Miner (Chatfield) 11-4 (Dec
3-0)

e Semifinal - Caleb Den-
nee (Marshfield) 26-0 won
by decision over Leonard
(Dec 8-2)

e Cons. Semi - Leonard
won by tech fall over Luke
Hoag (Hutchinson/BLHS)
20-2 (TF-1.5 3:51 (17-1)

* 3rd Place Match - Leon-
ard won by decision over
Ayden Miner (Chatfield)
11-4 (Dec 7-0)

175 — Niam Allen (0-4)
place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 - Ale-
jandro Gonzalez (Wright-
stown) 1-5 won by fall over
Allen (Fall 0:46)

e Cons. Round 1 - Emer-
son Lau-Melby (Holmen)
9-12 won by fall over Allen
(Fall 0:39)

215 — Levi Maier (12-
6) place is unknown and
scored 8.0 team points.

Wrestlers 17th at Bi-State Classic

e Champ. Round 1 -
Maier won by fall over
Nathan Schipper (Monroe)
4-15 (Fall 2:19)

e Champ. Round 2 - Teige
Perkins (Richland Center)
24-4 won by fall over Maier
(Fall 2:36)

e Cons. Round 2 - Maier
won by forfeit over Forfeit
(Baraboo) 0-2

e Cons. Round 3 - Maier
won by decision over Brax-
ton Weissmiller (Medford)
14-10 (Dec 5-1)

e Cons. Round 4 - Noah
Lucio (Stratford) 25-5 won
by fall over Maier (Fall
2:37)

285 — Dylin Randle
(0-6) place is unknown and
scored 0.0 team points.

e Champ. Round 1 - Matt
Aurit (Mineral Point) 13-6
won by fall over Randle
(Fall 3:00)

* Cons. Round 1 — Randle
received a bye

¢ Cons. Round 2 - Brayden
Kleppe (Richland Center)
11-5 won by fall over Ran-
dle (Fall 3:46)

MOHO RECAP

Hockey co-op
wins two of three

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

The Sauk Prairie co-op
hockey team — which in-
cludes players from Mount
Horeb, River Valley and Wis-
consin Heights — won two of
three games at the Culver’s
Cup held at Hartmeyer Arena
last week.

The Eagles defeated
Monona Grove, 5-4, on Dec.
27, then fell to Madison Me-
morial, 6-1, on Dec. 28. Sauk
Prairie then finished the tour-
nament with a 5-3 win over
Cedarburg on Dec. 29.

Here’s a recap of the Ea-
gles’ week:

e Sauk Prairie 5, Monona
Grove 4 (OT) — Colin Har-
rington scored just 14 seconds
into overtime to give the Ea-
gles a thrilling win.

Harrington and Gunnar
Nachreiner both finished with
two goals and an assist to
power the Eagles.

Garret Mittelsteadt also had
a goal, while Connor Grant
added two assists. William
Anderson had 37 saves and
got the win in net.

Mittelsteadt had a first
period goal, then both Har-
rington and Nachreiner had
second period power play
goals as Sauk Prairie jumped
to a 3-1 lead. Monona Grove
scored a pair of goals in the
first 2 minutes of the third pe-
riod, though, to tie the game,
3-3.

Nachreiner had an even
strength goal midway through
the third period to give the Ea-
gles a 4-3 lead. MG answered

with the game-tying goal just
36 seconds later, though, to
eventually force overtime.

That’s when Harrington
played hero and gave the Ea-
gles a big win.

e Madison Memorial 6,
Sauk Prairie 1 — Garret
Mittelstaedt had a second pe-
riod goal for the Eagles, but it
wasn’t nearly enough.

William Anderson had 30
saves for the Eagles.

e Sauk Prairie 5, Cedar-
burg 3 — Five different
Eagles scored as Sauk Prairie
posted an impres-sive win
over the Bulldogs.

Michael Lamberty, Brock
Hill, Colin Harrington, Con-
nor Grant and Thor Peterson
all scored for the Eagles.

Josh Mast, Steven Romaker
and Carl Weiss had assists
for Sauk Prairie, while Mad-
dox Wood had 21 saves and
earned the win in goal.

SWIMMING

Mount Horeb’s boys swim-
ming team finished in eighth
place at the Verona Invita-
tional last Saturday.

Verona won the team title
with 600 points. The Vikings
finished with 41.50.

Angus Best was sixth in
the 100-yard IM and sixth in
the 100-yard freestyle. Carter
Craven was 10th in the 100-
yard IM and 12th in the 100-
yard breaststroke.

John Malin was 16th in the
100-yard breaststroke and
18th in the 50-yard freestyle.
Caden Sadkovich was 14th in
the 100-yard backstroke and
26th in the 50-yard freestyle.
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continued from page 12

In all of those catego-
ries, Nesheim thought the
Vikings — who are now
6-2 — excelled.

“There’s a lot of off the
court stuff that goes on that
you don’t see,” Nesheim
said of the Vikings’ 110-
mile trip east. “And in ad-
dition to the bonding, you
get to face really good
teams.

“I just told the guys the
story of the 2015 team.
That team learned from
those losses and saw what
they were going to have
to do to get better and
they did get better. So we
learned some good lessons
here this year and what
we’re going to have to do
to beat some of the teams
we’ll face down the road.”

The Vikings agreed with
their head coach.

“It’s been a lot of fun,”
standout sophomore Josh
Manchester said. “Win or
lose, it’s been a learning
experience.

“I feel like we took
more away from these two
games than probably the
rest of the season com-
bined. Going against some
better athletes than we’re
used to is really impor-
tant.”

Senior guard Nick Vor-
wald agreed.

“Playing against not
strong teams is OK for our
record and stuff,” Vorwald
said. “But to play strong,
physical, athletic teams is
really important because
that’s what we’re going to
face in the playoffs. So this
will definitely be helpful.”

The Vikings opened
against traditional Division
3 power St. Catherine’s.
The Angels have won six
state championships since
2005, including a title in
2021.

But the Vikings were in
control throughout.

Mount Horeb raced to
a 37-22 halftime lead,
maintained a double digit
advantage throughout the
second half and posted a
convincing 72-53 win.

“l was very happy,”
Nesheim said.

Manchester knocked
down six 3-pointers and
had a game-high 26 points.
Senior post Austin Leib-
fried added 13 points,
while sophomore guard
Kam Nesheim had nine
points and both junior
guard Zach Maguire and
Vorwald added eight.

The Angels employ a
full-court press from start
to finish and play at a rapid
pace — and the Vikings
handled it with aplomb.

“That’s a style we don’t
see a lot,” Nesheim said of
the Angels’ pressure. “But
for the most part we han-

dled it well.”
After playing at that
frenzied pace — and a

night of bonding that in-
cluded a team dinner and
some whirly ball — the
Vikings lacked energy
the following day against
Franklin.

In many ways, that’s un-
derstandable.

Concordia University
has a college court that’s
94 feet — 10 feet longer
than a high school court.
The Vikings had played
a day earlier against run-
and-gun Racine St. Cath-
erine’s. And Franklin had a
day off between games at
this shootout.

“We were definitely
tired,” Vorwald said. “We
played a tough team yes-
terday, then came back and
played another tough team
today. It’s not easy. And
it’s something that when
we are tired, what can we
do better? That’s a big
takeaway.”

Manchester agreed.

“It was just one of those
days,” Manchester said. “I
didn’t feel like we played
terrible. They just played
better. And I think it was
more of an effort thing,
which is better than a skill
thing. We just have to play
harder in my opinion.”

The Vikings hung
around early, and were
within 26-18 with 6 min-
utes left in the first half.
But Franklin embarked on
a9-0 run, surged to a 35-18
lead and held a 37-22 edge
at the break.

“I thought we looked
tired,” Todd Nesheim said.
“Our energy was down.
They had the energy and
we didn’t.”

Mount Horeb, which
carried a five-game win-
ning streak into the con-
test, expected to make a
run. But Franklin — a Di-
vision 1 school with twice
as many students as Mount
Horeb — never flinched.

Franklin used a 9-2 run
midway through the sec-
ond half and pushed its
lead to 52-32. The Sabres’

INSTALLATION

of a new bath or shower!

24 Months No Interest,
No Payments!

Receive $500

Mad City Cash with
qualifying purchase!

&,

madci

WINDOWS & BATHS
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advantage then ranged be-
tween 18 and 26 the final 7
minutes.

Franklin did a terrific job
face guarding Manchester
and holding him to a sea-
son-low 10 points — 18.0
points below his average.
Vorwald added nine points
and Maguire had seven,
but with Manchester draw-
ing the lion’s share of at-
tention, the Vikings needed
more from his supporting
cast.

“They were certainly
the most physical team
we’ve played,” Man-
chester said of Franklin.
“That’s for sure. They were
smart about it. They knew
when they could get away
with stuff and when they
couldn’t. They had every
one sink in when I would
drive and that’s just good
defense.”

Despite the loss, the Vi-
kings felt awfully good
where they were as the
New Year arrived.

“I think we’ve played
some tough teams so far,
and even though this was
our worst game [ think
there’s a lot we can take
away from it,” Vorwald
said. “I think that we’re
sitting in a good spot. We
just have to learn from our
mistakes.”

Manchester said that’s
exactly what the Vikings
plan to do.

“I feel really good, even
after this game,” Man-
chester said. “I don’t think
we’ve reached our full
potential yet. We’ve got
so much higher to go and
there’s so many things we
can build upon. That’s our
goal. Reach our full po-
tential when the playoffs
come.”

And maybe do some of
the things that the 2015
team once did.

* On deck: Mount Horeb
is at Portage Thursday at
7:15 p.m., then travels to
Onalaska Saturday at 2
p.m. The Vikings then host
Beloit Turner on Jan. 9 at
7:15 p.m.

e e Bl
With your FREE in-home estimate
receive a $50 Target GiftCard!

CALL TODAY!
608-338-1170

MadCityBaths.com
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Nick Vorwald and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team carry a 6-2 record into 2024. Photo

courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

TOWN OF PRIMROSE

The Town of Primrose Board
of Supervisors meeting for
January will be held on
Monday, January 8", 2024 at
8468 County Road A, Verona,
WI beginning at 7:30pm. The
agenda for this meeting will
be posted at the Town Hall,
Mount Vernon Auto, Primrose
Church, and on the Town
website. A summary of the
agenda will be available on
the voice message system at
608-832-6660.

Publish: 1/3/24 WNAXLP

CLASSIFIED
NETWORK

Eliminate  gutter  cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-913-1560

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during
utility power outages, so your
home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms
and conditions. 1-855-954-5087

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer
50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-974-5952

OF WISCONSIN
MISCELLANEOUS

TOWN OF PERRY
TOWN BOARD MEETING AGENDA

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2024
Perry Town Hall, 10084 CTH A
Teleconference - 425-585-6272 access - 394-722-206 #
7:30 PM

. Call to order. Pledge of Allegiance.
. Announcements.
. Comments by Town residents — non-agenda items.
. Jarod McCallum, Dane Co. Broadband Coordinator.
. Land Use:
a. Dane Co. Ordinance Amendment -068 — CUP process.
b. Comprehensive Plan amendment process.
. Town Hall Renovation report.
. SBA Cell Tower Lease easement agreement status.
. Town of Brigham cell tower lighting report.
. Roads, Equipment, Facilities —

a. WI DOT - Hwy. 78 resurfacing project update.

10. Recycling Center operation.

11. Treasurer’s Report.

12. Insurance contracts — insurer/agent update.

13. Friends of the Parks of Perry update.

14. Parks and Open Space Committee — report and recom-
mendations.

a. Hauge Park restroom project update.
b. Hauge Park access update.

c. Dane Co. Parks Dept. update.

d. Broadband service.

15. Dane Co. Towns Association discussions — Act 12 opinion
letter.

16. Minutes of Previous Meetings — December 1, December 12,
2023 meetings.

17. Pay Bills due.

18. Closed Session. Dane Co. Circuit Court case 15CV0065
DSG; convene a closed session under WI § 19.85(1)(g) to confer
with legal counsel concerning strategy and WI §19.85(1)(b) and
(c) personnel.

19. Adjournment.

Action might be taken on any agenda item shown above. Public
comment might be invited on any agenda item presented.

abswN -~
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Mary L. Price, Town Clerk
WWW.perry-wi.gov

Posted: January 4, 2024 — Town Hall, Town Garage, Daleyville
Sign Post, Town website.

Publish: 1/4/24 WNAXLP
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DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS:

NOON THURSDAY

the week prior to publication.

For rates and deadline information for
multiple paper insertion, please call

(608) 767-3655 or email:
classifieds @fingerpub.com

USIC LOCATE TECHNICIAN

WISCONSIN e INTERVIEWING NOW!
Daytime, full time Locate Technician positions available
100% PAID TRAINING
Company vehicle & equipment provided
PLUS medical, dental, vision, & life insurance
Newly Increased Hourly Wages!
REQUIREMENTS
Must be able to work outdoors ¢ Ability to work OT & weekends
Must have valid driver’s license with safe driving record

Apply today: www.workatusic.com
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

338409

Become a Direct Care Professional
FREE TRAINING. $500 BONUS.

_ (\\ E GET
WisCaregiver Caregrs 3 g

Certified Direct Care Professional

WisCaregiverCDCP.com

PrROTOTEK

Digital Manufacturing

Full-time & Part-time Positions
Wages starting at $20

(varies by position)

(. Shipping Coordinator )
¢ Finishing Technician
¢ Production Assistant
e 3D Printing Technician
\° Urethane Technician )

[ What We Offer... )

e Bonus Opportunities

e Flexible Insurance Options

e 401K Match up to 4%

e 80 hours Paid Time Off to Start
e Paid Holidays

e Career Advancement

\- Education Assistance J

Apply online at prototek.com/join-us/
10949 Blackhawk Dr., Blue Mounds, WI 53517

LASSIFIED

$20-$26 PER HOUR

Custom Applicator

Midwestern BioAg is looking for Custom Applicators to apply
fertilizer based out of our Blue Mounds, Wi facility. If you have
a farming background or a “do what it takes” attitude, you are
the individuals we are seeking! Stop into our office, visit our
website, or give us a call to talk more about this open position.

%‘T“&"}\;EG

MIDWESTERN BIOAG
10955 Blackhawk Drive ® Blue Mounds, W1 53517 « 608-437-4994

https://www.midwesternbioag.com/careers

Upland Hills’

Health

Healthcare Employment Opportunities

e Dietitian/CDE - part time to full time day shift position. Up to
a $5,000 Employment Bonus available!

e Occupational & Physical Therapist - full or part-time
positions, Up to a $5,000 Employment Bonus, prorated
based on FTE!

e Athletic Trainer — full time AT position

¢ Vice President of Clinic Operations — 1.0 FTE position

e Clinic CMA/LPN - .8 FTE position working in our
OB/GYN clinics

e Clinics Referral Coordinator - 1.0 FTE day shift position

¢ Imaging/Lab Technologist (Clinics) - full-time day shift
position working 4 -10 hour day shifts

e MRI Technologist - .5 to a 1.0 FTE day shift position. Up to
a $5,000 Employment Bonus, prorated based on FTE!

¢ Imaging Technologist — day or night shift position in the
hospital available. Up to a $5,000 Employment Bonus,
prorated based on FTE!

* Respiratory Therapist — part-time day or night position & a
.6 FTE weekender position

e Med Tech/MLT or CLS - .9 FTE p.m. shift position and a .5
or .6 FTE Premium Pay Weekender Day shift position.

e Operating Room Tech - .8 FTE position. 3,000 Employment
Bonus eligible!

e Med/Surg Unit Clerk/CNA - .6 FTE day/evening shift.

* RN Skilled Nursing Care — .6 FTE p.m. shift position. $3,000
Employment Bonus eligible!

* RN Float - .75 FTE p.m./night shift position. $3,750
Employment Bonus eligible!

* RN Med/Surg Unit — .6 FTE day/evening shift position.
$3,000 Employment Bonus eligible!

e Grant Writing Coordinator - half time position

¢ Health Information Management Records Specialist - half
time day shift position

e Certified Nursing Assistants — part-time positions available
in our Nursing & Rehab Center day, evening and night shifts
available, $3,000 Employment Bonus included!

e Environmental Services - part-time to full-time evening and
day shift positions. $1,000 Employment Bonus!

e Culinary Aide - .5 FTE day shift positions available.

To find out more detailed information about all open positions and
to apply, go to our website at: www.uplandhillshealth.org.

Rate: $13.00 for up to

10 words, additional words are
30¢ each. Ads must be paid in
advance by credit card by calling
608-767-3655; or at our central
office in Black Earth —

Finger Publishing, Inc.,

1126 Mills St., Black Earth

-

-

)

GUARANTEED FULL-TIME, YEAR-ROUND WORK

EPIC’S
FACILITIE$ TEAM

NN

PREDICTABLE SCHEDULES

WORK ON EPIC'S 8 MILLION SO FT CAMPUS

ELIGIBLE FOR VARIOUS SHIFTS
BONUSES & RAISES AVAILABLE
FULL BENEFITS LOCATED IN
&PTO VERONA, WI

BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

HORTICULTURE
(SEASONAL AND FULL-TIME)

SEASONAL BIKE
MAINTENANCE

APPLY ONLINE AT '

CAREERS.EPIC.COM |
1

Looking for a new Job?
There are several available in
our classifieds each week!
Don’t miss your opportunity!

800 Compassion Way, Dodgeville, Wl 53533 ¢ 608.930.8000

WANT TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?

Advertise in the Mount Horeb Mail!
Great coverage plus the best rates

around! Contact today for more
information: 608-767-3655.

TOWN OF BLUE MOUNDS
ANNOUNCEMENT OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Following Public Hearing will be held during the monthly
Board of Supervisors meeting being held on January 8, 2024.

-Havens, Ferron and Barbara - Parcels #0606-094-8690-7,
#0606-091-8190-2 and #0606-091-9500-4, Erbe Road, public
hearing for the division of above listed parcels. These parcels are
to be rezoned in the following fashion.

0606-094-8690-7 20.300 ac Lots 1 & 2 from A-1(EX) Legacy
zoning to SFR-Single Family Residential District

0606-091-8190-2 20.100 ac From A-1(EX) Legacy zoning to
AG -Agriculture Zoning District

0606-091-9500-4 40.100 ac 10 (ten) acres from A-1EX Legacy
zoning to AG-Agriculture Zoning District being conveyed to the
Havens with the remnant acreage of 30.1 acres to remain
Legacy A-1(EX)

This rezoning is being done to divide one parcel into two
residential lots with the other parcel being rezoned being
added to parcel #0606-091-8190-2 and remaining AG. This
rezoning will bring these parcels into the current Town of Blue
Mounds zoning. A recorded CSM will follow the rezone to
solidify the boundary of the rezoned area.

Additional information regarding this hearing will be posted at
the Blue Mounds Town Hall no later than 1/5/2024.

This notice falls under chapter 985, Wis. Stats. Pursuant to s.
985.02(2), you have the option to publish in a newspaper, post in
3 public places, OR post in 1 public place and on the official
municipal website.

Publish: 1/4/24 WNAXLP




	MTH01MG 1
	MTH01MG 2
	MTH01MG 3
	MTH01MG 4
	MTH01MG 5
	MTH01MG 6
	MTH01MG 7
	MTH01MG 8
	MTH01MG 9
	MTH01MG 10
	MTH01MG 11
	MTH01RR 12
	MTH01RR 13
	MTH01RR 14
	MTH01RR 15
	MTH01RR 16
	MTH01RR 17
	MTH01RR 18
	MTH01RR 19
	MTH01RR 20

