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 THROUGH  JOURNALISM
TRUTH

There is an ancient Per-
sian proverb often attrib-
uted to King Solomon. In 
the story, someone asks the 
king to say something that 
will always be true, in good 
times and bad, now and for-
ever. Solomon replies: “This 
too shall pass.” The only 
rock-solid fact a person can 
utter is that nothing is for-
ever, and all things will pass. 
All places are in-between 
places. All times are in-be-
tween times. As the Greek 
Philosopher Heraclitus put 
it, you can never step in the 
same river twice, because 
it is not the same river, and 
you are not the same you.

S.K. Kruse, who is a 
member of the Guild for 
Engaged Liminality, knows 
this, and her stories teach 
the lesson again and again. 
In her writing, nothing is 
ever quite what it seems, 
and each person stands on 
one threshold after another. 
Just like in real life. 

She has been busy of late. 
The Mount Horeb-based 
writer made her debut more 
than a quarter century ago 
in The Onion. She subse-
quently spent much of her 
life doing all sorts of inter-

esting and meaningful things 
except being an author, in-
cluding raising 11 children. 
Then, in 2021, Deuxmers 
published her “Tales from 
the Liminal,” a debut col-
lection of 15 delightfully 
mesmeric stories featuring 
the philosophical depth of 
Dostoyevsky and the glint-
in-the-eye humor of Borges.

The world is a strange and 
baffling place, and living in 
it requires strange and baf-
fling stories. Life brims with 
suffering and overflows with 
beauty, and out of these twin 
truths rise countless neces-
sary works of poetry, prose, 
theology and literature, in-
cluding Kruse’s work. In-
fluenced by everyone from 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and 
Paul Tillich to Victor Hugo, 
she delights in almost seeing 
and almost knowing pro-
found truths. 

The title of her debut 
book was not accidental or 
insignificant. Liminality is 
something of a mantra for 
Kruse. Growing out of the 
Latin word for threshold, 
“liminal” is a term for in-
between places and states. 
Merriam-Webster defines it 
as “of, relating to, or situ-
ated at a sensory thresh-
old:  barely perceptible or 
capable of eliciting a re-
sponse” or “of, relating to, 
or being an intermediate 
state, phase, or condition.”

Jack Schultek Wins Wisconsin 
Business World’s Kwik Trip 

Innovation Competition

“For me, the concept of the 
liminal provides a much-

needed framework - not only 
for understanding the dif-
ficult and confusing times 

in our human experience as 
integral and necessary parts 
of it - but also for discussing 
these experiences in a plu-

ralistic society.” -S.K. Kruse
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Village 
leaders 
eye the 

 10-year, 
$11.9M

Grundahl 
Park 

Master 
Plan

The Village of Mount 
Horeb is eying a decade-
long, $11.9 million, multi-
phase plan that would make 
extensive changes to the 
community’s most popular 
park. Grundahl Park has 
long been home to Wednes-
day Night Live, the Summer 
Frolic, National Night Out, 
Relay for Life events, and 
much, much more. With an 
array of proposed projects, 
it could become more of a 
hub for even more activity, 
according to proponents of 
the plan. 

Grundahl Park began 

continued on page 12
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Life on the edge

continued on page 12

SK. Kruse is the author of “Tales from the Liminal,” 
which was published by Deuxmers A special Study Edi-
tion of the book will be released on April 1 of this year. 

‘Liminal’ author S.K. Kruse talks about her 
writing, her essay contest, and the importance 

of pondering what it means to be human

Hundreds to perform at Solo & Ensemble Fest
On Saturday, March 1, 

over 350 student musicians 
from grades 6-12 will par-
ticipate in the District Solo 
& Ensemble Festival at Mt. 
Horeb High School. The fes-
tival is the culminating event 
for this period of year, and 
most students choose to per-
form their finished product 

at the festival. The event is 
sponsored by the Wisconsin 
School Music Association 
(WSMA), which promotes 
school music statewide.

Students can participate 
in various configurations for 
their performances; they can 
choose to play in everything 
from solos to duets and trios 

to larger ensembles. Many 
students participate in more 
than one event; it is not un-
common for high school stu-
dents to participate in four 
or more events. 

Students perform their 
pieces for an adjudicator 
provided by WSMA; these 
adjudicators are experienced 

musicians, many of them 
current and retired music 
educators. After students 
perform, they work with the 
adjudicator on a few items 
and receive written feedback 
after the festival. Students 
also receive a rating based 
on their performance; unlike 
a competition festival, they 

receive ratings based on 
their performance against a 
set of standards. 

For students, the Solo & 
Ensemble unit is a chance to 
learn a lot about music, but it 
is also a favorite for students 
as they have a lot of freedom 

continued on page 12



Planning consultant Ben 
Rohr presented some op-
tions for zoning code edits 
which could address hous-
ing needs and simplify proj-
ect approval.

Rohr said the rewrites 
would be discussed in 
stages over the next several 
months.

“I know that some of this 
is difficult to theorize with-
out physically seeing where 
it applies on the ground,” 
Rohr said, “but if we gave 
you every single thing all at 
once it would be a lot harder 
to digest.”

Adoption of the new 
zoning code is planned for 
sometime in the summer 
after multiple opportunities 
for public input and revi-
sions.

Modernization and hous-
ing needs are principal rea-
sons for updating the code. 
It also needs to be brought 
into compliance with state 
and federal laws.

Mixed use building regu-
lations are drafted in the 
rewrite. These allow busi-
ness and residential occupa-
tion in different parts of the 
same building to promote 
walkable areas and support 
downtown storefronts.

Under the current draft, 
at least 33 percent of the 
ground floor must be dedi-
cated to non-residential 
uses, as well as the first 50 
feet of the building’s street 
facing facade.

The mixed-use regulations 
affect only certain districts 
in and around downtown. 
Commercial only buildings 
would still be permitted in 
the mixed-use districts, just 
not residential only.

The zoning rewrite could 
include stipulations for 
accessory dwelling units 
(ADU), which are separate 
spaces on the same lot as the 
primary unit often rented to 

a non-family member. Cur-
rently ADUs are not permit-
ted within the village.

Another proposed change 
regulates how much of the 
front facade a garage can 
occupy. This is currently not 
limited within the village. 
The suggested limit would 
be 50 percent.

Regulations on short term 
rental properties are limited 
by state law. However, the 
village can set a minimum 
length of stay, a maximum 
of 180 days rented per year, 
require a license to operate 
and collect room tax rev-
enue.

Rohr said the village can-

not legally deny short term 
rentals through a conditional 
use permit, as the code is 
written currently.

The draft zoning code 
imposes an annual li-
cense requirement, permits 
shorter-term stays in the 
owner’s primary residence 
but not in a secondary resi-
dence, establishes standards 
for property management, 
parking, and aesthetics.

These requirements as 
written would affect cur-
rently operating short-term 
rentals.

Nonconforming struc-
tures, lots and sites that 
were previously conforming 

would be made fully legal 
conforming to encourage re-
investment. However, prop-
erty uses that are no longer 
conforming would stay non-
conforming so they would 
be discouraged from con-
tinuing with that use. In the 
current zoning code draft, 
flag lots are not addressed.

The next part of the draft 
zoning code will cover ex-
terior building design, 
parking and other visual 
and structural standards. It 
would also outline adminis-
tration procedures and defi-
nitions.

Helping you celebrate Helping you celebrate 
  all seasons of life.  all seasons of life.

FAMILY  
MEDICINE

608-437-8033
Monday – Friday  

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

URGENT CARE

1809 SPRINGDALE STREET  •  MOUNT HOREB  •  UPLANDHILLSHEALTH.ORG

608-437-9003
Monday – Friday 3 p.m.-9 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Drug testing, new grading system and more

The Mount Horeb Area 
School Districy (MHASD)  
Board of Education ap-
proved drug testing pol-
icy revisions, discussed 
independent disability test-
ing and approved budget 
revisions. They also listened 
to opposition to evidence-
based grading, a presenta-
tion on career clubs at the 
high school, information on 
literacy remediation and em-
ployee retention data.

Drug testing approved
The board approved drug 

and alcohol testing require-
ments for those who drive 
commercial vehicles for the 
district, such as bus drivers.

Most of the original lan-
guage of this policy was 
moved to administrative 
regulations. The policy was 
also condensed to improve 
readability and clarity.

Independent Educa-
tional Evaluation

The board discussed re-
vising a policy which out-
lines procedures for parents 
who may want to test their 
student for a disability inde-
pendently at their expense.

This policy may be voted 
on at the next meeting.

Budget revisions
Assistant superintendent 

of business and finance Scott 
DeYoung presented some 
budget revisions which the 
board approved.

DeYoung said that grant 
amounts are often estimates 
until later in the year, lead-
ing to necessary revisions.

“Overall, the change in 
the general fund is just over 
a $40,000 increase for both 
revenues and expenditures,” 
DeYoung said.

Two separate $100,000 
donations increased the 
special projects fund, one 
donation is allocated for 
scholarships, the other is 
not spoken for yet but is ear-
marked to be spent this year.

The budget revisions also 
reflect the approved referen-
dum funds.

EBG opposition
Citizen Kelly Bronk 

asked the board to pause the 
implementation of Evidence 
Based Grading (EBG) in the 
middle and high school.

“All I’m asking, why is it 
not a good idea to stop and 
send out some surveys to 
assess the parent commu-
nity on if they are willing 
to move forward with EBG 
systems,” Bronk said.

Bronk cited a study that 
showed a decrease in ACT 
scores when high schools 
used EBG.

“Mount Horeb is choos-
ing a path where ACT scores 
may be negatively affected,” 
Bronk said, “and colleges 
are relying more and more 
on ACT scores to determine 
whether their applicants are 
actually prepared for col-
lege,” Bronk said.

The board could not re-
spond during the meeting 
but superintendent Steve 
Salerno provided this state-
ment: “As a District, we are 
continuously committed to 
grading practices that sup-
port the learning process, 
encourage student success, 
and accurately reflect stu-
dent progress toward mas-
tery of identified standards.”

Career Clubs
School to Career and In-

ternational Baccalaureate 
Coordinator Craig Smith 
introduced the school’s ca-
reer and technical education 
programs.

High school senior and 
DECA chief executive of-
ficer Laurel Helland  pre-
sented some information 
about the DECA program 
which prepares students for 
careers in many different 
businesses.

“It kind of gives students 
the opportunity to build on 
their learning within their 
business field and apply it to 

real life,” Helland said.
Helland said they com-

pete against other schools in 
role-play situations where 
they apply their learning and 
work through real world sit-
uations. Twenty eight mem-
bers from MHASD qualified 
for the state competition.

Smith presented informa-
tion on the Family, Career 
and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA).

“It is one part of our fam-
ily and consumer science 
program offering an FCCLA 
program,” Smith said.

This is its first year and it 
has 11 participants.

FFA president Anaveja 
Blizzard Burns presented 
an overview of FFA at 
MHASD. FFA members 
participate in community 
service, leadership work-
shops and learning and tech-
nical events in addition to 
agricultural classes. They 
also attend a national con-
vention and a fishing trip in 
Canada each year.

HOSA president Alexa 
Vesely explained some of 
the activities that HOSA 
members engage in at 
MHASD. Healthcare ca-
reer readiness and educa-
tion are key areas of focus 
for HOSA, and they invite a 
professional from the indus-

try to visit once a month to 
share their day-to-day work 
and education experience.

Skills USA president 
Katherine Straka shared 
how her club brings together 
diverse career goals and 
builds valuable skills.

“This club connects edu-
cation in the classroom to 
the industry,” Straka said, “it 
helps students decide what 
they want to do before they 
get to college.”

Literacy Remediation
Director of Curriculum 

and Instruction Sarah Straka 
shared the district’s early lit-
eracy remediation plan.

Straka explained that each 
district is now required by 
the state to publish this plan, 
and there is no need for of-
ficial board approval.

Students are screened 
with assessments to identify 
students who may be falling 
behind. Those who score 
below the 25th percentile 
are given a diagnostic as-
sessment to pinpoint their 
needs.

Interventions for those 
students who need them 
include a personal reading 
plan, weekly progress moni-
toring, and support in and 
outside the regular class-
room setting.

Straka said much of the 

plan was already in place, so 
that made compliance with 
the new rules simpler.

Employee retention
Human resource director 

Erin Eslinger presented a 
report on workforce trends 
and how that relates to 
trends within the district.

Eslinger said that although 
the local unemployment rate 
is low, education turnover is 
on the rise both locally and 
nationally.

Both retirements and 
resignations in 2024 were 
slightly down from the pre-
vious year.

Almost 50 percent of hir-
ing candidates found out 
about the job opportunities 
through WECAN, an edu-
cation centric job portal. In-
deed was the next most used 
at about 20 percent.

When exiting employ-
ees were asked the primary 
reason to leave, three rea-
sons had two people each; 
relocating, dissatisfied with 
present pay and dislike 
management policies and 
practices.

A district wellness survey 
found that 97 percent of re-
spondents agreed that they 
worked with people who 
treat them with respect.

Plan commission examines zoning changes

By Aynsley Hoeslcher
Mount Horeb Mail
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Karakahl 
is a great 
location for 
community 
building

Dear Editor,
Mount Horeb does not 

have enough spaces for our 
youth to gather safely. I 
would like to help the vil-
lage alleviate this problem 
by being given time to pro-
pose a Youth Center / Mul-
tipurpose Center being built 
where the Karakahl is cur-
rently. The location is easily 
traveled to from school and 
is neighboring to the library. 
I would like to be given the 
opportunity to prove that 
such a use of the property 
will not only generate tax 
revenue, but will also make 
Mount Horeb an even more 
attractive place to reside.

I moved to Mount Horeb 
in 2018. Our family was on 
the search, like many, for a 
school district that would 
provide my children with 
the positive academic and 
communal environment 
that children need and de-
serve. In 2020, at the very 
beginning of the pandemic, 
we committed to staying in 
Mount Horeb by purchasing 
our home. Now that we have 
been here seven years and 
my children have grown, 
it has become apparent our 
town has a dearth of inclu-
sive, accessible community 
spaces, especially for non-
sport participating youth. 
Yes we have the library, we 
LOVE the library and are 
endlessly grateful for it!!! 
I believe it improves kids’ 
quality of life and a youth 
center / multipurpose cen-
ter could be an extension of 

that enrichment. The multi-
purpose components would 
extend to all residents of 
Mount Horeb as well. 

I grew up with a youth 
center in the small town of 
Denmark, Wisconsin and 
it helped shape the adult I 
grew into today. I had a safe 
and warm place to go that 
was close to our schools in 
the middle of winter that had 
cheap delicious food within 
walking distance. We had 
video games, a pool table, 
lounging space, a basketball 
court and a great individual 
running it all. We need that 
kind of place here. 

Not only would we focus 
on the youth but the pos-
sibilities are endless. We 
could provide a location for 
a laundromat, community 
gardening, class spaces, 
quiet spaces, loud activ-
ity spaces, tutoring, the list 
goes on. 

Sincerely,
Annie Gillaume-Gantz

Concerns 
about new 
grading 
method

The Mount Horeb School 
District is piloting a new 
grading policy at the middle 
and high schools and im-
plementing it school-wide 
starting in fall, 2025. My 
daughter has been in three 
classes as part of the pilot, 
and I want to share about 
the new grading policy from 
a family’s perspective. The 
policy is called Evidence 
Based Grading (EBG).

Under the new policy, 
teachers continue giving 
tests and students continue 
taking them. The change is 
that teachers no longer as-

sign a letter grade, such as 
A-B-C-D-F, based on a per-
centage score. Instead, they 
use a sheet that lists different 
achievement levels and their 
descriptions. The levels are 
called Extending, Proficient, 
Approaching, Beginning, 
and Needs Evidence. 

The teacher selects the 
level that they believe the 
student has achieved. Then, 
the teacher posts the level on 
the online gradebook. Stu-
dents and families can see 
the descriptions of the levels 
and what was earned.

The new grading policy 
doesn’t just replace A-B-
C-D-F with E-P-A-B-N. A 
perfect grade point average 
(GPA) can be earned with 
the second highest level, 
Proficient. There is no GPA 
benefit for earning the high-
est level, Extending.

With the new policy, stu-
dents can retake tests to earn 
Proficient scores. So, they 
can retake tests to earn per-
fect GPAs. There should be 
some consequence for doing 
the retake, because students 
learn important lessons 

from being held account-
able. Also, the new policy is 
likely to inflate grades and 
damage the reputation of 
Mount Horeb schools.

An additional concern is 
that families and students 
lose access to percentage 
scores in the online grade-
book. Percentages help stu-
dents know where they stand 
in a class, and they can’t 
average their EBG achieve-
ment levels. Test scores also 
prepare students for life, as 
most professional certificate 
programs utilize test scores 
– questions answered cor-
rectly out of a total.

A major cause for concern 
is that, under the school’s 
new grading policy, as-
signments and homework 
don’t count in a student’s 
grade. As parents, we are 
worried that students will 
misbehave when they real-
ize that they can skip com-
pleting assignments during 
class time. Actually, they 
can skip assignments, fail 
the test, retake the test, and 
earn a 4.0 GPA. Assign-
ments do represent practice, 

not achievement or learning, 
but making the assignments 
represent a small part of the 
grade would help keep stu-
dents invested.

The studies behind grad-
ing policies like EBG show 
mixed results. We don’t 
know what this grading 
policy is going to do. Some 
parts of Mount Horeb’s 
grading policy are one-
of-a-kind, such as the 4.0 
score for the second highest 
achievement level, and this 
adds uncertainty. 

If you are concerned about 
the new grading policy, you 
can sign a petition asking 
that the middle and high 
schools survey the commu-
nity before implementing 
school-wide changes. My 
husband and I care because 
we have an eighth grader, 
but we can see how the 
whole community might 
want a say. You can find the 
petition at the website, ipe-
titions.com, by searching 

No EBG Moho. You can 
also call me if you have any 
questions. 

Ann Bronk
Mount Horeb

Friends of 
Donald Park 
say thanks

The Friends of Donald 
Park would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
Mount Horeb Community 
Foundation  for their contin-
ued support of Donald Park 
through their annual grant 
program.  All funds received 
are used to accomplish 
many restoration projects 
at Donald Park so that visi-
tors can continue to enjoy its 
beauty, rich environmental 
and cultural resources, and 
recreational opportunities.  
Thank You!

Barb Hartman

Friends of Donald Park

Snow 
Soup

S a t u r -
day after-
noon, after 
a good 
m o r n -
ing at the 
w r i t i n g 
desk, cold 
is pulling another fall of 
white snow from a gray sky. 
Time to make soup.  

The night before I’d put to 
soak some beautiful beans 
from last summer’s garden, 
and took venison broth out 
of the freezer. But these 
alone will not a worthy soup 
make, except perhaps for a 

monk. So I pull on my Swiss 
flannel-lined wellies, grab a 
small spade, and break trail 
through the snow to the back 
garden, in search of more 
flavor. There, when old man 
winter was still a youth, I 
mounded loose straw around 
my last stalk of kale and the 
remaining leeks. Now with 
my mitten I part the first 
hump of snow and straw 
to expose a shout of rich 
green kale in an otherwise 
minimally chromed winter 
world. Inside its small igloo, 
through temps that have ap-
proached -20F, the kale’s 
leaves have held fresh and 
crisp. I’ve been harvesting 
from this stalk on occasion 
for a few weeks already, and 
now I take the last of the 
good leaves.

A few steps away I push 
aside another mound of 

snow and straw, and with 
the spade probe and chip the 
hard, somnolent ground and 
manage to free a few leeks. 
Somewhere in the woods 

beyond, deer, turkeys and 
squirrels have also been 
pawing through the snow 
in search of food. The leeks 
are frozen, but, as I soon 

discover in the kitchen, not 
to their cores, and even the 
frozen layers remain flush 
with leek flavor.  

Working back around to 
the herb garden below the 
kitchen windows, I beg par-
don of the cardinals, chicka-
dees, and nuthatches that 
flush from the feeders, and 
find a stalk of sage rising 
from the snow, like a flag 
on a summit. In this particu-
larly stark and cold winter, 
the leaves have dried well in 
situ. I snap off several and 
return to the kitchen with 
my bounty. 

I chop the leeks, sauté 
them in my Italian nephew’s 
olive oil, add the sage, some 
Szechuan pepper brought 
home from Laos, the broth, 
beans, and some slices of 
remnant carrots from the 
fridge, and put it all to slow 

cook. The kitchen soon 
smells very good - feels and 
smells warm. Life is good 
on this day.       

There is both a solace, 
and a confidence, that comes 
from feeding yourself well 
in the depth of winter. The 
world is ceaseless in its gen-
erosity, and sometimes all 
we have to do is look, and 
be grateful. 

Bill (“Bird”) Robichaud 
is a writer and an award-
winning wildlife conserva-
tionist who lives on a farm 
north of Barneveld, on an-
cestral Ho-Chunk territory. 
He doesn’t spend much time 
in grocery stores, and chron-
icles the experience of living 
from and with the land at 
www.birdinthebush.net.

Each winner will receive a $30 gift certificate 
redeemable at any of the participating businesses. 

Thank you to our sponsors and to everyone who 
participated in our contest!

Julia Laschinger, VeronaJulia Laschinger, Verona
Jim Coyle, Cross PlainsJim Coyle, Cross Plains
Nina Woods, BellevilleNina Woods, Belleville

www.mounthorebmail.com

CongratulationsCongratulations
to the winners of ourto the winners of our

Valentine’s Day Valentine’s Day 
Giveaway!Giveaway!

A Bird in the Bush

By William Robichaud
A Bird in the Bush

Letters to the Editor

Join some upcoming 
“Bird in the Bush” events:

Friday, March 7, 7:00 pm, Arcadia Books in Spring 
Green (a free event): Bill will read from his forthcoming 
book on conservation of one of the world’s rarest animals, 
the Saola, found only in Laos and Vietnam. He’ll read in 
conjunction with award-winning Hmong-American poet 
Mai Der Vang, who will read from her newest collection, 
Primordial, about the Saola. 

March 8, 1-4 pm, at the farmhouse near Barneveld:  
Learn to make (and taste!) maple syrup with Bill. This 
fun gathering is offered through Folklore Village, and 
for more information, and to register, see “Folk School 
Classes” at www.folklorevillage.org 

May 17-18, also hosted by Bill at the farmhouse: Ad-
vance (or start!) your skills in reading wildlife tracks & 
sign with expert tracker Matt Nelson (and maybe find a 
morel or two along the way).  All skill levels welcome. 
For more information see “Folk School Classes” at www.
folklorevillage.org. 
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Zach Maguire
Zach Maguire is “Some-

one You Should Know.” 
Zach was chosen as the Op-
timist Club’s high school 
recipient of the “Someone 
You Should Know” award 
for his outstanding commu-
nity service for the month of 
February.

Zach is a senior at Mt 
Horeb High School and 
has participated on the Mt 
Horeb Viking Football Team 
and served as a captain his 
senior year. He received 
All-Conference football 
recognition sophomore, 
junior and senior years as 
well as all-region and all-
state senior year. He is a 
member of the high school 
basketball team and is cur-
rently a captain. He received 
All-Conference basketball 
recognition sophomore and 
junior years.

Outside of school as part 
of his youth apprenticeship, 
Zach is a part of the student 
team running Ziro, a non-
profit providing access to 

free cancer screening kits. 
Zach is also involved in or-
ganizing fundraising events 
in Mt Horeb and managing 
accounting records for the 
non-profit. Zach has volun-
teered with the youth foot-
ball and basketball programs 
throughout his time at the 
high school.

Zach was honored at the 
February 17th meeting of 
the Optimist Club. He re-
ceived a certificate of rec-
ognition, $50 and will be 
in the running for one of 
the Optimist Club scholar-
ships awarded at the Senior 
Awards Event held in May.

Zach is pictured here with 
his parents Jennifer and Pat-
rick Maguire.

Thank you for all you do 
Zach to help make Mt Horeb 
the wonderful place it is to 
live, go to school, work and 
thrive!

Allie Felcyn
Allie Felcyn is “Someone 

You Should Know.” Alie 
was chosen as the Optimist 
Club’s high school recipi-

ent of the “Someone You 
Should Know” award for 
outstanding community ser-
vice for the month of Febru-
ary.

Allie is a senior at Mt 
Horeb High School and has 
been an active member in 
the MHHS Choir program. 
This year she was elected 
by her peers to be on the 
choir board, which works 
closely with the HS choir 
director planning class as-
signments and concerts. she 
has participated in the Solo 
& Ensemble competition 
and has been a state quali-
fier. Allie was a participant 
in the Badger Conference 
Honors Choir. She is also 
a member of the Chamber 
Choir, Vocal Jazz and has 
been a member of the high 
school musical cast. She was 
also a student mentor for the 
Middle School Musical. 
When she is not singing, she 
enjoys playing piano, takes 
private lessons and plays at 
local nursing homes.

In addition to participat-

ing in the music program at 
high school, Felcyn has been 
part of the National Honors 
Society and National Arts 
Honors Society. She par-
ticipated in an art show at a 
Regional Youth Art Month 
Showcase in Madison.

Allie is a member of the 
Ecology Club and the cur-
rent president. She is on 
student council and is the 
current Treasurer, is a mem-
ber of Link Crew, Club 
Interact, Book Club and 
Future Problem Solvers and 
was a state qualifier.

Allie has been part of the 
MHHS JV and Varsity cross 
country and track teams. She 
participated in Badger Girls 
State and was a student men-
tor for summer school. She 
has spent hours volunteer-
ing with blood drives, the 
food pantry at an Ironman 
aid station, has done yard 
work/gardening for the el-
derly and Feed the Children 
Program.

Allie is pictured here with 
her parents Mark and Amy 
Felcyn. She was honored at 
the Feb 17th Optimist meet-
ing and received a certificate 
of recognition, $50 and will 
be in the running for one of 

the Optimist Club scholar-
ships awarded at the Senior 
Awards event in May.

Thank you Allie for all 
of the wonderful things you 
have done and continue to 
do to make Mt Horeb the 
great place it is to live, work, 
go to school and thrive.

Alexandria 
Grundahl
Alexandria Grundahl 

is “Someone You Should 
Know.” Alie was chosen as 
the Optimist Club’s high 
school recipient of the 
Someone You Should Know 
award for outstanding com-
munity service for the month 
of February.

Alie is a senior at Mount 
Horeb High School and 
was a DECA officer and 
part of DECA International 
For Business Management. 
Alie helped coordinate the 
“Once Upon a Time” event 
for DECA in 2022. She has 
been a baseball team man-
ager since her freshman 
year.

Outside of school, Alie 
has been on the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Council 
for three years and attended 
a mission trip in St. Louis to 
help the homeless and those 
affected by gang violence. 
She has taught Vacation 
Bible School and sings on 

the Prairie Team on Sun-
days. She is also a volunteer 
at Czar’s Promise, a non-
profit that raises money for 
canine and pediatric cancer. 
She volunteered at Ingle-
side, helping with games 
for residents. She has been 
a winter down-hill ski coach 
for kids between the ages of 
four to eight and was voted 
most supportive teammate 
four years in a row. Alie was 
lead organizer and planner 
for the MoHo Thanksgiving 
Day 5K run/walk with pro-
ceeds going to Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, Give 
Ziro and MoHo Pay It For-
ward. She volunteered and 
worked at the Chamber of 
Commerce for two years 
where she helped organize 
local events, such as the Art 
Fair, Fall Village Market and 
helped manage the tourism 
information. 

Alie was honored at the 
February 17th meeting of 
the Optimist Club and re-
ceived a recognition certifi-
cate and $50. She will also 
be considered for one of 
the Optimist Club’s college 
scholarships, which will be 
awarded in May at the Se-
nior Award’s Event.

Alie is pictured here with 
her parents, Jeff and Mary 
Grundahl. Congratulations 
Alie and thank you for all 
the wonderful things you do 
that help make Mount Horeb 
the great place it is to live, 
work and thrive!

Someone You Should Know: Maguire, Felcyn and Grundahl

Zach Maguire Allie Felcyn Alexandria Grundahl
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Dodgeville
OVERHEAD DOORS

& Openers Sales
& Service

Home, Farm or  
Commercial
Call Doug at

608-935-0076
GARAGE DOORS  
AND OPENERS

PARTS • SALES
SERVICE

RITCHIE IMPLEMENT, INC.
BARNEVELD
Barneveld 608-924-9711 • Cobb 608-623-2331

Scott’s Custom Services
Scrap Metal Pickup

Junk Vehicles • Batteries • Appliances

Scott Shelstad • Owner • Mt. Horeb
Please leave a Message

608-279-4227
Will Pick up all types of metal.

*****
*****

*****
MIXED AD

000  12-30-24      
      

 26P  12S

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

YOUR CITY & STATE 12345-6789 EXPIRATION DATE
of your subscription

Check your mailing label for the expiration date of 
your subscription. Then mail your check, along

with the label to renew your subscription ...
or call us with a credit card! Its that easy!

Mount Horeb Mail
PO Box 286, Black Earth, WI 53515

608-767-3655
1 Year: $49; $64 out of state  •  2 Years: $96; $124 out of state

Don’t miss a week!

Local election officials 
across Wisconsin reported 
no significant issues in the 
Spring Primary on Tuesday, 
setting the stage for the up-
coming Spring Election on 
April 1.

“We are always pleased 
when things run smoothly 
across the state,” said Wis-
consin Elections Commis-
sion Administrator Meagan 
Wolfe. “Even in a smaller 
election such as a Spring 
Primary, clerks need to be 
ready to handle whatever 
comes their way. We’re 

grateful for the skill and 
dedication of our clerks in 
Wisconsin.”

The nonpartisan Feb. 18 
Spring Primary narrowed 
the number of candidates 
who will appear on the April 
1 Spring Election ballot. 
Based on unofficial results, 
Jill Underly and Brittany 
Kinser advanced to the April 
1 ballot in the State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction 
race in the only statewide 
contest on the Primary bal-
lot. There were many con-
tested primary elections 

in local races around the 
state, the unofficial results 
of which will be available 
on each of Wisconsin’s 72 
counties’ websites.

Election results are not 
final until they are certi-
fied. Municipal Boards of 
Canvassers offer the final 
verification and certification 
of municipal-level contests, 
such as primaries for mayor 
and city council, and also re-
view county and state-level 
contests before forwarding 
to the county; School Dis-
tricts Boards of Canvassers 

offer final verification and 
certification of school dis-
trict contests; county boards 
of canvassers offer final ver-
ification and certification for 
county-level contests, such 
as the primaries for county 
board, and also review 
state-level contests before 
forwarding to the WEC; and 
the chair of the WEC offers 
the final verification and cer-
tification for state-level con-
tests, such as the primaries 
for circuit court judge.

The Chair of the WEC 
must certify the Feb. 18 

election results by March 4. 
The WEC will publish offi-
cial state-level results once 
they have been through the 
canvass process certified by 
the WEC Chair. The WEC 
does not centrally compile 
unofficial results. However, 
unofficial election results 
are available on county web-
sites, and a list with links to 
these county election sites 
is available here:  https://
elections.wi.gov/wisconsin-
county-election-websites

The WEC does not plan 
to calculate preliminary, 

unofficial statewide turnout 
figures for Tuesday’s elec-
tion. The most reliable and 
accessible source of turnout 
estimates would be local 
election officials, who can 
speak to turnout in their re-
spective communities.

It is normal for unofficial 
election results to change 
slightly as election officials 
conduct canvasses to ensure 
an accurate vote total while 
completing the certification 
process.

 

Former pharmacy CEO says ‘medical 
mafia’ is damaging healthcare access 

Pharmacy Benefit Man-
agers (PBMs) operate as 
intermediaries in the health-
care system, managing pre-
scription drug benefits for 
insurers and employers. On 
the surface, their role seems 
essential—negotiating drug 
prices, creating formularies, 
and setting reimbursement 
rates for pharmacies. But 
Dan Strause, co-founder and 
former CEO of the board 
for Hometown Pharmacy, 
says their actions often go 
unnoticed while having far-
reaching and devastating 
consequences for patients, 
pharmacies and communi-
ties.

Strause, who has spent 
decades in the pharmacy in-
dustry, said he has seen first-
hand how PBMs manipulate 
the system. He describes 
them as entities that claim to 
reduce healthcare costs but 
actually contribute to sky-
rocketing expenses.

“People often don’t even 

know what a PBM is until 
it impacts them directly,” 
Strause said. “But once 
they find out, they’re blown 
back by the information. It’s 
shocking.”

He said one of the primary 
ways PBMs profit is through 
practices like spread pric-
ing—charging health plans 
significantly more than they 
reimburse pharmacies for 
the same medication—and 
“clawbacks,” which require 
pharmacies to return a por-
tion of their reimbursement 
after a sale. These practices, 
Strause argues, are designed 
to extract maximum profit at 
the expense of patients and 
providers.

“They’ve created a stran-
glehold on the healthcare 
system,” he said. “They’re 
driving independent phar-
macies out of business, 
consolidating power, and 
leaving patients with fewer 
options.”

The recent closure of 
Hometown Pharmacy’s Bel-
leville location at the end of 
last year is a stark example 

of the impact PBMs have on 
local communities, he said. 
Strause claimed the closure 
was a direct result of PBM 
reimbursement cuts, which 
made it financially unsus-
tainable to operate in the 
area.

“These are pharma-
cies that not only provide 
medications but also serve 
as trusted healthcare re-
sources,” Strause explained. 
“When a pharmacy closes, 
it’s not just a business loss—
it’s a community loss.”

Beyond the financial im-
plications, Strause alleged 
that PBM practices harm 
patients by limiting access 
to essential medications 
and forcing them into mail-
order services, which often 
lack the personal touch and 
care that local pharmacies 
provide.

“PBMs are prioritizing 
profits over people,” he said. 
“And the ones who suffer 
most are the patients who 
rely on their local pharmacy 
for support and guidance.”

However, some PBMs 

argue that their practices 
benefit consumers by reduc-
ing drug costs and increas-
ing transparency. David 
Fields, CEO of Navitus 
Health Solutions, a PBM 
that positions itself as an 
alternative to traditional 
models, says Navitus takes 
costs out of the drug supply 
chain rather than adding to 
them. “Unlike traditional 
PBMs that generate profit 
by retaining an undisclosed 
portion of rebates from drug 
companies, Navitus passes 
100 percent of rebates on 
to plan sponsors and health 
plans, reducing the cost of 
the drug. This enables them 
to make medication more af-
fordable for their members.”

Fields also refuted claims 
that PBMs steer patients 
toward higher-cost medica-
tions for profit, stating that 
Navitus prioritizes complete 
drug price transparency and 
negotiates effectively to se-
cure the best possible dis-
counts and rebates. 

“Every dollar saved 
through these efforts can 

then be passed directly on 
to clients, which in turn en-
ables greater affordability 
to their members—the pa-
tients—who need them.”

Strause said legislative 
action is crucial to address-
ing PBM overreach. Trans-
parency, regulation, and a 
reexamination of the role 
PBMs play in the healthcare 
system are key steps toward 
reform, he added.

“If Wisconsin govern-
ment takes the right steps, 
things could turn around 
quickly,” he said. However, 
he expressed skepticism 
about the state’s ability to 
act decisively: “It’s hard to 
trust Wisconsin government 
at this point, but there’s 
enough political pressure 
now that there’s hope.”

Fields, on the other hand, 
acknowledged that reform 
is needed but emphasized 
that not all PBMs operate in 
the same way. “Traditional 
PBMs and drug manufac-
turers play a game behind 
closed doors. Drug compa-
nies charge exorbitant prices 

and then offer PBMs large 
rebates, only part of which 
are passed along to commer-
cial payers and health insur-
ance plans. This collusion 
keeps drug costs high at the 
pharmacy counter, leaving 
many patients unable to af-
ford their medications.”

The fight against PBM 
practices has become a per-
sonal mission for Strause, 
who is working to bring 
awareness to the issue 
through public advocacy 
and media. He emphasized 
the importance of educating 
the public, noting that most 
people are unaware of what 
PBMs are or how they oper-
ate.

“The number one thing is 
education,” he said. “If peo-
ple don’t know what PBMs 
are or what they do, they 
can’t advocate for change.”

Strause is also collaborat-
ing with others to produce a 
documentary series, which 
calls PBMs the “modern 
medical mafia” and he said 
exposes the practices of 

Officials say Primary went smoothly

By Alec Finger
Mount Horeb Mail

continued on page 12
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ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS
Vortex seeks 
remarkable 
veterans 
for special 
award

It’s time to shine a spot-
light on a veteran in our 
community who’s making a 
real difference. 

Do you know a veteran 
whose actions have been 
a positive force? Is there a 
dream you’d like to make 
a reality for your favorite 
hometown hero? This is the 
perfect opportunity. 

In partnership with the 
Madison-area CBS Chan-
nel 3000, Vortex® is invit-
ing the public to nominate 
a remarkable veteran. 
Nominations are open until 
March 9, 2025. Access the 
2025 Spirit of Service™ 
nomination form online and 
join us in celebrating these 
local heroes. Whether it’s a 
veteran who is widely ad-
mired in the community for 
their character and spirit, 
or someone who, despite 
facing personal challenges, 
remains an inspiring figure, 
all are eligible. The award 
seeks to honor any veteran 
whom you believe deserves 
recognition for their unique 
contributions or presence in 

the community. 
The nomination process 

is easy. Just describe in no 
more than 1,000 words why 
your chosen veteran is a 
pillar of your community. 
Highlight their service back-
ground and how this award 
could enhance their life. 
Starting March 17, the pub-
lic will have the opportunity 
to vote for their favorite fi-
nalist. The announcement 
of the lucky winner will be 
made on April 2, 2025. To 
see more from Vortex®, 
visit VortexOptics.com or 
follow us on Instagram, 
Facebook, YouTube, and 
Twitter. About Vortex®: 
Your desire to be your best 
fuels our promise to provide 
nothing short of exceptional 
performance, unmatched 
service, and memorable ex-
periences. The way we see 
it, your success is our suc-
cess. 

Piano 
concert at 
Good News

On Friday, March 21, Drs. 
Allison and David Keep will 
perform a piano recital fea-
turing four-hand and solo 
piano music of Johannes 
Brahms and Robert and 
Clara Schumann. 

The husband-wife duo 

collaborate on a wide range 
of four-hand and two-piano 
repertoire and also work 
together on theoretical and 
pedagogical research proj-
ects. Both are on the faculty 
of Hope College in Holland, 
MI. The recital will be held 
at Good News Lutheran 
Church (9975 Pepper Drive 
in Mt. Horeb). The concert 
is from 6:30-7:30 p.m., and 
admission is free.

The fight 
against 
invasives

Attention land stewards: 
Have you had enough gar-
lic mustard in your salads 
and  stir fries? If you want 
to learn how to control this 
invasive plant come to an 
upcoming lecture at the 
Mt Horeb Senior Center , 
Thursday March 6 at 7 P.M.  

The presenters are Blue 
Mounds Area Project presi-
dent Greg Jones and Ecolo-
gist Sam Anderson.   They 
will explore the natural his-
tory and biology behind one 
of Wisconsin’s most persis-
tent  invasive species.   Be 
ready to take action soon be-
cause this plant will emerge 
any day now as spring ap-
proaches. Not to worry there 
will be plenty to eat if you 
don’t get it all.  This lecture 

is open to all.  
The Mt Horeb Senior 

Center   is located at 107 N 
Grove Street.

Middle 
School 
Jazz Fest 
is March 8

The Mt. Horeb Middle 
School jazz band students 
will join middle school stu-
dents from five area schools 
for the 20th annual South-
west Wisconsin Jazz Fes-
tival on Saturday, March 
8, 2025. The festival is the 
biggest event of the year for 
Mt. Horeb Middle School 
jazz band members.

Students will perform for 
local professional jazz musi-
cians and teachers, who will 
then give feedback and work 
with the students on their 
pieces. From there, students 
listen to other bands perform 
and hear those same clini-
cians work with other bands.

In the afternoon, students 
will attend jazz improvisa-
tion workshops taught by 
clinicians, followed by mas-
terclasses designed to help 
each student learn more 
about how jazz works on 
their particular instrument.

Mount Horeb music 
teacher Kellen Dorner says 

this festival is an important 
milestone in the early de-
velopment of middle school 
students. “For most of our 
kids, this is the first time 
they’ve heard really good 
jazz musicians up close, and 
interacting with cool musi-
cians who play really well 
tends to light a few fires for 
our students.”

Pe r fo rmances  run 
throughout the day; all per-
formances are free and open 
to the public. Please visit the 
Mt. Horeb Band website for 
a complete listing of perfor-
mances and times. 

Native 
shrubs are 
the topic at 
next Garden 
Club event

On Tuesday, March 4,  
Peter Marshall a Master 
Naturalist and Sylvia Marek 
an Arboretum Natural-
ist will present on  Getting 
Started with Native Shrubs 
in Your Garden.  This pre-
sentation will tell the story 
of the diversity and vital 
role of native shrubs in 
natural landscapes and 
how you can bring them 
into your own yard!   They 
will focus on practical in-
formation you will need 

including;  selection  of 
shrub species, purchasing 
or transplanting, planting 
and caring for young shrubs 
and protecting  them from 
rabbits and deer. They will 
also discuss the benefits of 
planting native shrubs in 
your yard including; creat-
ing visual beauty and inter-
est, attracting native birds 
(and insects), planting for 
screening or accents and 
harvesting fruits. The pre-
sentation will include pho-
tos, and brochures will be 
available. 

The club meets monthly, 
every first Tuesday, 6:45PM, 
at Wisconsin Surplus, Mt 
Horeb, 2600 Rte 78 South, 
in the Violet Room. The 
building is located on the 
west side of the village of 
Mt Horeb (at the second 
exit heading west off 
18/151). Refreshments at 
6:45, presentation starts at 
7:00, and the club business 
meeting begins at 8:00.
Members of the general 
public are welcome to 
attend the program free. The 
program will be followed by 
a business meeting of the 
Mound Vue Garden Club.  
If you are interested in 
gardening and community 
service contact Gloria 
Davies at jrdgrdquilt@mhtc.
net about club membership.

CABIN FEVER RE-
LIEVER: Kenya Safari and 
Educational Tour - Paul Ohl-
rogge presents his 2-week 
trip to Kenya where he vis-
ited research stations, muse-
ums, and went on safari in 4 
National Parks.  6:30 – 8:00 
pm, Sunday March 9th  in 
the Vermont Church Gather-
ing Place. Light refreshments 
will be served. The church 
is located at 9886 Vermont 
Church Road (midway be-
tween Black Earth and Mount 
Horeb off Highway 78) and 
is fully accessible. Www.ver-
montlutheran.org 

By Jessica Gretzinger
Occasionally, we get inquiries as to what volunteer op-

portunities are available. We have a couple of volunteer op-
portunities that I’d like to highlight below.  Please reach out 
to me at jessica.gretzinger@mounthorebwi.info if you have 
any interest in serving!

Walking Books Volunteer:  A walking books volunteer is 
matched with a homebound library patron and delivers (and 
returns) books to that patron on a schedule agreed upon by 
both volunteer and patron.  Walking Books is managed by 
the Library Director in conjunction with the Friends of the 
Library. Volunteers must willing to undergo a background 
check and attend at least one Friends of the Library Board 
Meeting before being matched with a patron.

Book Sale Volunteer: The Book Sale is managed by the 
Friends of the Library.  Volunteers for the Book Sale are re-
sponsible for sorting book donations at the library, stocking 
the ongoing sale shelves located in the library lobby, and/or 
transport books to storage for the larger sales. Larger book 
sales happen approximately twice per year and volunteers 
have the opportunity to help set up and manage the sale.

Cookie Baker Volunteer: Once a year, the Friends of 
the Library host a holiday Cookie Walk at the library. The 
Cookie Walk is dependent upon members of the community 
baking delicious and beautiful cookies to donate for the sale.  
If you love to bake and would like to help brighten some-
one’s day who may not have time to bake, please consider 
this unique opportunity!

Volunteer opportunities at the library: 
Book sale, cookie baking and more...

Kenya Safari and education tour presentation

Gov. Evers, DOR Announce Start of Tax 
Season, Encourage Wisconsinites to 
Use New Direct File Services

Gov. Tony Evers, together with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Revenue (DOR),  announced  that the individual 
income tax filing season  began  on  Mon., Jan. 27, 2025, 
and encouraged Wisconsin taxpayers to use the state’s Wi-
sTax and new federal Direct File services to file their state 
and federal income taxes online for free. 

“We’re working to make sure filing your taxes is as 
easy and as accessible as possible, and through these pro-
grams, we’re giving hardworking folks the option to file 
securely, easily, and directly—hopefully saving folks time 
and money and giving them some peace of mind,” said Gov. 
Evers. “This year, we’re also thrilled to be providing nearly 
$73 million  in annual tax relief to over 110,000 Wiscon-
sin taxpayers thanks to our new expanded child care  tax 
credit. So, don’t wait, Wisconsin! Check out our new direct 
file program and file your taxes securely and directly this 
tax season.”

Last August, Gov. Evers,  along with U.S. 
Sen.  Tammy  Baldwin  (D-Wisconsin) and  DOR,  an-
nounced  that Wisconsin would join the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) Direct File program for filing season 2025, 
enabling eligible Wisconsin taxpayers to file their taxes on-
line directly with the IRS for free. According to the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, the average taxpayer spends ap-
proximately 13 hours and $270 to prepare their taxes each 
year. Direct File simplifies that process, saving taxpayers 
time and money.

Additionally, when Wisconsin families file their taxes 
this year, they will see additional tax relief thanks to legisla-
tion signed by Gov. Evers last March to expand the current 
child and dependent care tax credit from 50 percent to 100 
percent of the federal credit. This will help reduce the tax 
burden for families struggling to afford the high cost of child 

continued on page 7
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VERONA / BLUE 
MOUNDS – With heavy 
hearts, we announce the 
passing of Karen Mary Riek, 
age 79, of Blue Mounds, on 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025.

 The family is planning a 
celebration of life for a later 
date.

 For more information and 
online condolences, please 
visit www.gundersonfh.
com.

Gunderson Camacho 
Mount Horeb Funeral & 

Cremation Care
500 N. Eighth St.
(608) 437-5077

care and care for adult dependents. Over 110,000 Wisconsin 
taxpayers will see an average benefit of over $656 per filer, 
totaling nearly $73 million in annual tax relief. Wisconsinites 
can check to see if they qualify for the expanded Wisconsin 
child and dependent care tax credit on the program website. 

The Direct File program was made possible through the 
Inflation Reduction Act, a controversial piece of legislation 
that was passed by Democrats in 2022, including Wisconsin 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin, who championed the Inflation Re-
duction Act and has been a staunch advocate for launching 
Wisconsin’s Direct File program to give taxpayers a no cost 
filing option for their federal taxes. Launched as a pilot pro-
gram in a dozen states in 2024, Direct File users claimed 
more than $90 million in refunds and saved an estimated 
$5.6 million in tax preparation fees. The platform’s success 
and positive feedback encouraged the IRS to move forward 
with a rollout nationwide for the 2025 tax filing season.

Evers said Direct File “utilizes robust security measures” 
to protect taxpayer information. Key security features in-
clude: Secure Data Transmission: Tax information is trans-
mitted securely to the IRS using SSL 3.0 128-bit encryption. 
This creates as many combinations as the number of water 
molecules in 2.7 million Olympic-size swimming pools; 
Identity Verification: The program employs rigorous iden-
tify verification procedures to ensure the authenticity of fil-
ers. Direct File uses ID.me to help prevent identity theft and 
to protect taxpayer data; and Ongoing Security Monitoring: 
The IRS continuously monitors the system for any potential 
security threats.

“We understand that tax information security is para-
mount,” said DOR Secretary David Casey. “The IRS has 
implemented strong safeguards to protect sensitive informa-
tion throughout the Direct File process.”

Eligible taxpayers can file using a smartphone, laptop, tab-
let, or desktop computer. For eligibility requirements and ad-
ditional  information, visit  directfile.irs.gov  and  revenue.
wi.gov. After completing their federal returns in Direct File, 
Wisconsin taxpayers will be taken to WisTax to complete 
their state taxes quickly and easily for free. WisTax offers 
a modern web-based experience that is intuitive, easy to 
use, and mobile-friendly. This free platform was created to 
simplify the tax filing process for Wisconsinites and elimin
ate burdensome costs. Should taxpayers encounter problems 
while filing, a knowledgeable DOR customer service 
representative will be available to answer questions and help 
troubleshoot the issue.

In addition to the Direct File and WisTax, Wisconsinites 
have other options for filing their taxes, including: Tax Fil-
ing Software:  Numerous software options are available, 
ranging from basic to advanced, offering varying levels of 
guidance and support; Tax Preparer: Enlisting the help of a 
qualified tax professional can be beneficial for those with 
complex tax situations or who prefer personalized  assis-
tance; and Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA): Free 
tax preparation assistance is available to eligible taxpayers 
through the VITA program, which is offered by community 
organizations and IRS-certified volunteers. To locate a site 
near you, use the VITA/TCE Locator Tool  or the AARP 
Site Locator Tool.  DOR’s Where’s My Refund tool is the 
quickest way for Wisconsinites to check their refund status, 
as it gives taxpayers instant access to the same information 
call center agents provide. To further assist taxpayers dur-
ing this busy time, DOR’s Customer Service Call Center is 

extending hours in the weeks leading up to the filing dead-
line. Tax specialists will be available from 7:45 a.m. to 5 
p.m. from April 1 to 3, April 7 to 10, and April 14 to 15 to 
accommodate taxpayers’ schedules.

Good News Lutheran Church
- WELS 

NEW LOCATION:
9975 Pepper Dr

Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am

(in person and online)
Sunday School and Bible

Study 10:15 am
608-437-4646 visit

GoodNewsLC.org/location
for details & directions

Immanuel Lutheran- ELCA 
310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb

608-437-8733
10am Sunday Worship
www.immanuelmh.org/

1st Steps Childcare
608-218-4425

Mt. Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran Church – ELC 

315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org

5 pm Saturday Worship
9 am Sunday Worship

Mt. Horeb United Methodist  
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org

Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ 

1693 Washington St. Verona
608-832-6677

www.mtvernonucc.org
Sunday Worship, in-person and

on Facebook Live, 10:15 am
Bible Study 9am-10am

We are an Open and Affirming
Congregation

New Hope Evangelical Free
Church 

639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb
Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

Perry Lutheran Church
ELCA 

1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294

Sunday Worship 9:00 am
www.

perrylutheranchurchelca.org

Springdale Lutheran Church 
2752 Town Hall Rd. 608-437-

3493
Vicar: James Ranney

Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th
Sundays of the month at 10am

twosteeples.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish 

Rev. Robert Butz- Parish
Administrator

St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb

608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am

Tuesday thru Friday - 8:00 am
Sat. 5:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church

10070 Spring Valley Dr.,
Mount Horeb

Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA 

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515

www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church 

2962 Church St.,Blue Mounds
608-437-3493

Vicar: James Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th

Sunday of the month, 10:00 am

CHURCH NOTES

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Elliana Ryan Skibba
Matt and Briana Skibba, are excited to announce the 

birth of their daughter, Elliana Ryan Skibba.  Elliana was 
born January 27, 2024 at Meriter Hospital.  She weighed 7 
pounds and 8 ounces and measured 20 1/2 inches long.  El-
liana joins big sisters Eisleigh age 6 and Emmelynn age 4.  

Her Grandparents are Jeff and Robin Paske of Mt. Horeb 
and Bill and Renee Skibba of Wisconsin Rapids.

BirthObituary
Karen 

Mary Riek
May 18, 1945 - 

February 11, 2025 

Information for the Community Calendar must be emailed 
by noon on the Monday of the week of publication.

Information should be emailed to mhclassies@fingerpub.com. 
We reserve the right to edit for length.

Information for the Community Calendar must be emailed 
by noon on the Monday of the week of publication.

Information should be emailed to mhclassies@fingerpub.com. 
We reserve the right to edit for length.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27

   Mt.  Horeb Seniors shopping trip to Dodgeville. 
Leave 9:30am. RSVP 608-444-7930

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

    BINGO, at Senior Center, 12:30pm.  Sponsored by 
Badger Hearing

     Mt. Horeb High School Students Art Show, Drift-
less Historium, Friday to Tuesday, 10:00am-4:00pm 
thru March 3. Free and open to all. 

   Neighbors Helping Neighbors, food closet open 
9:00-10:30am (Seniors only); and  all shoppers - 
3:00-6:00pm, 102 E. Lincoln St.

SATURDAY,  MARCH 1

   Neighbors Helping Neighbors, food and clothes 
closet open 10:00-11:30am, 102 E. Lincoln St.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2

   Mount Horeb Chorale - 7:00-9:00pm. Rehearsal, 
Choral Music Room, Mount Horeb High School, 
Door #9

MONDAY, MARCH 3

   PFLAG Mount Horeb Meeting, 6:00-8:00pm, Mt. 
Horeb Public Library and via Zoom. Speaker: Dr. Ish 
Ruiz, PhD in Theology and Ethics.  Topic:  Embrac-
ing a Queer Spirituality.  pflagmoho.org 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4

   Tai Chi, 1:00pm, Mt. Horeb Senior Center

   Ageless Grace, 2:00pm, Mt. Horeb Senior Center

 WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 5

   Mt. Horeb Seniors,  Euchre, 12:30pm, Senior 
Center

THURSDAY, MARCH 6

   Lecture:  Garlic Mustard: Natural History & Man-
agement, sponsored by Blue Mounds 
Area Project; at Senior Center, 7:00pm. Free and open 
to all.

Little Free Pantries available at: New Hope Evan-
gelical Free Church, 639 S. 8th St., Mt. Horeb; 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 310 W. Main St., Mt. 
Horeb; Zwingli UCC, Hwy. 92, Mt. Vernon. Nonper-
ishable food and other necessities available 24 hrs.a 
day.”Take what you need, share what you can.”

TAXES
continued from page 6
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©2024 Central Boiler | 24-1202

CentralBoiler.com

It literally pays for itself.
Harness the power of wood heat in a highly-
ef� cient Central Boiler outdoor furnace and say 
goodbye to costly electric, propane or fuel oil 
bills. Enjoy signi� cant long-term savings from 
an investment that can pay for itself in a short 
amount of time.

TO HEAT WITH AREASON CENTRAL BOILER
OUTDOOR FURNACE #

TO HEAT WITH A

CENTRAL BOILER
OUTDOOR FURNACE

50 REASONS

0001

*THIS IS A LIMITED TIME OFFER: *Amount shown for Classic Edge 960 includes $1400 instant rebate + up to $2000 tax credit. 
Available at participating dealers only. For tax credit, see US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(C) e� ective Jan. 1, 2023, for heating a 
residence. For more details visit CentralBoiler.com. Consult a tax professional with any questions. Instant rebate cannot be combined 
with Central Boiler sponsored � nancing. See dealer for details.

County Line Burners, LLC
Dan O’Connell • 608-206-5220

countylineburners.com

140 Years Ago-
Feb. 27, 1885
There was music at the 

rink last Tuesday evening, 
to which all kept time with 
alacrity. 

Andrew Hoff, now of the 
business college at Madison, 
called at his old stand Fri-
day, returning Monday.

Already a Casino rink 
of extended proportions 
is talked of, and looms up 
grandly upon the future of 
our imagination.

I.G. Brader, Jr., has pur-
chased of Daniel Humphrey 
two purebred Holsteins, and 
will try to improve the cattle 
stock of Mt. Vernon.

Dr. Evans and family were 
called upon by a young lady 
last Monday morning, who 
claimed to possess equal 
rights with the rest of the 
family to be sheltered under 
their roof. The young lass 
clings to her rights.

130 Years Ago-
Feb. 28, 1895
The Dutch measles are 

playing smart among the 
young people these days.

Are you going to Miss 
Anna Gould’s wedding next 
Monday, when she will be 
married to Count de Castel-
lane?

Mr. Sam Gesme of this 
place and Mr. Fred Stemple 
of Madison have bought a 
barbershop in Madison and 
will go into business right 
away. Mr. G. has not de-
cided what he will do with 
his stand at this place.

Reddeman & Johnson are 
building an addition to their 
shop to be used for painting 
and varnishing buggies.

We will allow a liberal 
discount on all bills due us 
if paid inside of 15 days. We 

need the money and hope 
you will please pay us what 
you can and oblige. Yours 
truly, Granum & Nygard, 
Klevenville, Wis.

120 Years Ago-
Mar. 2, 1905
W.M. Curtiss writes from 

Long Beach, Calif., that he 
will soon be on his way to 
Wisconsin, bringing with 
him the remains of his wife 
for burial at Mazomanie.

Ole Eggum, returned from 
Chicago last Friday and in 
company with his brother, 
Erick, left yesterday for Los 
Angeles, Calif.

B. G. Gunhus and family 
moved here last Tuesday 
and are now at home in the 
new building of J.H. Har-
mon’s in Gordon’s addition.

I expect a car of coal in 
a few days and it would be 
well for coal consumers to 
look over their wants and 
notify me so the coal can be 
delivered from the car if any 
is wanted. Thos. Ayen

On next Monday Mr. 
Frank Goebel and Miss 
Maud O’Connor will be 
joined in hand, heart and 
destiny at the Catholic 
Church at Paoli. Mr. Goe-
bel is the youngest of the 
family, sober and industri-
ous, respected by all. Miss 
O’Connor is a very success-
ful teacher, a lady of many 
good characteristics, of a 
pleasant and agreeable dis-
position. 

110 Yeas Ago-
Mar. 5, 1915
George Thompson and 

Rudolph Sylvester have 
dissolved partnership, Mr. 
Thompson bought his part-
ner’s interest in the electri-
cal business. 

Charles Rue and Gilbert 
Mickelson have purchased 
from Dr. Evans the building 

now occupied by S. Gesme 
as a barbershop, and will 
have the building remodeled 
and enlarged. 

Ralph Krohn has bought 
out the city delivery busi-
ness from Ted Ayen and will 
take possession Monday. 

Martin Moran of Ridge-
way has been associating 
among friends and relatives 
here the past few days.

Sunday afternoon Scout-
master Pickard of the sec-
ond patrol took part of troop 
1 and part of troop 2 and 
walked to Blue Mounds, 
returning by train. They all 
enjoyed their outing very 
much. 

The sophomore class of 
the Mt. Horeb High School 
gave a banquet Friday eve-
ning to the seniors, juniors, 
and freshmen. A very pleas-
ant evening was spent by 
those present.

Now is the time to send 
in your cloaks to have them 
repaired and cleaned for 
spring. Later on I will be 
crowded with work, so in 
order to give me time to do 
the work bring it in early. 
Those who know them-
selves indebted to me kindly 
call and settle as I need the 
money. Ole Olson.

Kleven Brothers have 
bought the scaffolding used 
in the erection of the capi-
tal dome, which constitutes 
several carloads of first 
class lumber, mostly square 
timber. The material will be 
loaded on freight cars and 
shipped to Mount Horeb.

Mr. and Mrs. Ziola of 
Madison came out to Mount 
Horeb Sunday in their new 
Harley-Davidson motorcy-

cle and sidecar and encoun-
tered some very bad roads 
which put the machine to a 
very severe test. Mrs. Ziola 
returned home on the train 
and Mr. Z was accompanied 
by Adrie Brattrud in the ma-
chine.

100 Years Ago-
Mar. 3, 1925
The Universal Grocery 

store opened in the Gilbert 
Mickelson building on Sat-
urday of last week and has 
been enjoying a brick busi-
ness.

We had the pleasure Sun-
day of viewing some of the 
finest chickens that can be 
found anywhere in this part 
of the country. We refer to 
the splendid White Leg-
horns, the magnificent Buff 
Orplingtons and the beauti-
ful R.C. Roode Island Reds 
at the Tepee Poultry farm, 
this village.

Grinder & Iverson, pro-
prietors of our Madison-
Darlington bus line, have 
ordered a fifteen passenger 
Studebaker bus to use on 
this line. 

Palace Beauty Shop is 
now located upstairs of 
Hoff’s Meat Market on 
every Tuesday, from 8:00 
o’clock to 4:00 o’clock. 
Marcells and bob curls our 
specialty.

90 Years Ago-
Feb. 28, 1935
Eighty people were guests 

at the Stiner Swenson home, 
town of Blue Mounds, 
Sunday night and most of 
Monday as the result of the 
snowstorm driven by 36-
mile an hour gale.  Three 
buses and a number of pas-
senger cars were stalled in 
the drifts and the occupants 
were forced to find shelter at 
the Swenson home. Among 
the stranded company was 
little Patsy McKernan, 2, of 
Madison, who was ill and 
was returning to Madison 
with her mother. She was 
taken to the home of Dr. 
Bancroft, Blue Mounds, 
where her condition was re-
ported better on Tuesday.

The local telephone com-
pany informs us that the 
traffic on the switchboard 
was unusually high Sunday 
and Monday,  showed little 
decrease until Tuesday eve-
ning. On Monday they com-
pleted 103 long distance 
calls to Madison and 30 calls 
to stations beyond Madison, 
most calls notifying rela-
tives of the where-abouts 
of the stranded people at 
Swensons. The local calls 
they were unable to estimate 
other than the fact that it 
was necessary to call extra 
switchboard help. Only one 
rural line was out of order as 
a result of  a broken wire. 

The local Kroger store, 
operated by the Kroger Gro-
cery and Baking Co., which 
has been managed by G. I. 
Mickelson for nearly six 
years, ceases doing busi-
ness here today. Mr. Mick-
elson who is the owner of 
the building in which the 
store operated, notified the 
company Feb. 1 that he had 
decided to conduct a grocery 
independently in the build-
ing. 

60 Years Ago-
Mar. 4, 1965
Orrin Baker has his 55th 

visit to the Mt. Horeb Mail 
office, for the purpose of 
renewing his subscription, 
Tuesday. He has been a 
reader since March 3, 1910 
and has never failed to 
renew it before the subscrip-
tion expired.

Funds collected in a drive 
to help clear hospital ex-
penses for Becky Sime have 
totaled $893 in the final 
week of the campaign. Miss 
Sime has been in Madison 
General Hospital since Dec. 
11 with injuries sustained in 
a one-car accident. 

A spring-like thaw fol-
lowed by freezing condi-
tions touched off a series 
of accidents, which sent 
three Mount Horeb women 
to area hospitals last week. 
Mrs. Tom Reilly, Tea John-
son, and Mrs. Elmer Krohn 
suffered broken bones. 

40 Years Ago-
Feb. 28, 1985
Not often  rural congrega-

tions the size of Daleyville 
Lutheran church has three 
starters going into tourna-
ment basketball games. 
Congratulations to Cathy 
Day, Audra Mahoney and 
Tami Thronson for their 
dedication and contributions 
to the girls’ basketball team 
for Mount Horeb.

A total of 76 people were 
certified in CPR at a course 
at the Mount Horeb Fire Sta-
tion this weekend.

Mrs. Barbara Joan Allen, 
age 53, Mount Horeb died 
on Thursday,  Feb. 21, 1985, 
in a Madison hospital as a 
result of a car accident on 
Jan. 24. 

30 Years Ago-
Mar. 2, 1995
 A son, Alex Michael, was 

born to Lisa and Michael 
Schaefer, Mount Horeb, on 
Friday, Feb. 24 at Meriter 
Hospital, Madison. 

The congregation of the 
Evangelical Free Church 
presented the State Bank of 
Mount Horeb with a print of 
one of Steve Kozar’s water-
colors, “Curious cows, end 
of the day.” The artwork was 
a “thank you” gift from the 
church members to the bank 
for letting them use the bank 
facilities while their new 
building was under con-
struction. 

Joanne Trustem, Clini-
cal Nurse Manager, was 
presented with a 20-year 
service award at Ingleside’s 
annual banquet.

20 Years Ago- 
Mar. 3, 2005
Kari Rosenbaum and Jef-

frey Randolph were united 
in marriage on February 4 
on the island of Culebra, 
part of the Virgin Islands 
archipelago. The bride and 
groom honeymooned on a 
Caribbean cruise. 

Samuel Thomas Erick-
son is the name chosen by 
Tom and Jami Erickson of 
Mount Horeb for their first 
child. He was born Wednes-
day, Feb. 16, 2005 at Meriter 
Hospital, Madison. 

Winston Lee Collins, age 
67, died Sunday, Feb. 20, 
2005 at a Toronto, Canada 
hospital of pneumonia. 

Gleanings
By Barb Johnson

Mount Horeb Mail

Residential Commercial,  
& Agricultural Fencing

Free Estimates:
(608) 574-7545

info@driftlessfence.com
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          GREAT LIVING for 55+
Professionally managed by Attic Angel 

841 N. Main Street • Verona, WI 
Studios • 1BR • 2 BR

Includes ALL utilities, daily breakfast buffet,  
housekeeping, common spaces and more!

Your hometown lifestyle awaits!
           Call for a tour: 608.653.1801

OakmontSeniorCommunity.com

Jollie Tree
Service

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Storm Damage

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS

Free Estimates

608-206-2834
jollietree@aol.com

Firefly looks to lift the spirits of people in need of a smile
A Mount Horeb florist is 

planning to lift the spirits of 
a few local people who may 
need a touch of beauty in 
their lives.  

“We have been using a 
format of giving to the com-
munity since we opened 
the flower shop in 2023,” 
said Heidy Lange and Jerry 
Ziegler, owners of Firefly 
Events Decor & Flowers. 
“We have given out arrange-
ments to people that we felt 
that needed to be uplifted in 
their spirits because of de-
pression, loss of loved ones, 
financial difficulties, and 
loneliness.”

During the Valentine’s 
Day season, Firefly sent a 
few complimentary arrange-
ments to people. Now, they 
want to do it again. 

“This past Valentine’s Day 
we had such great feedback 
on the ones that we sent out 
on that day,” they said. “So 
we are now wanting people 
to nominate people that need 
a little boost in their spirits. 
That way we can show these 
individuals that we care 
about them. We feel that this 
gesture is like when a person 
opens and holds a door open 
for another individual. It 

just makes both individuals 
feel good. It gives a warm 
feeling that we can do some 
good for a stranger. We do 
know that giving Floral ar-
rangements bring pleasure 
to their well-being.”

Few people, perhaps apart 
from bartenders, spend 
so much of their lives im-
mersed in the important 
moments that people experi-
ence as part of their respec-
tive journeys. Weddings. 
Births. Graduations. Funer-
als. Everything in between. 
So being a florist means 
Lange and Ziegler know 
firsthand that each day, there 
are people celebrating, but 
also mourning. 

“We try to look at the 
surroundings and the indi-
vidual,” they said. “If it rep-
resents a marriage, shower, 
birthday party, funeral, cel-
ebration of life, or any other 
occasion. We want them to 
be able to express what this 
event means to them. We 
listen to them, then we try 

to bring in their occupation 
, likes, loves, and any fam-
ily ties that would make it 
a special day or a  sincerely 
special gift. We try to come 
up with items, even if we 
don’t stock them,  in order to 
make things work out with 
their wishes.”

“In all my years, I had 
thought that people that 
were happy on the outside 
were in a good place,” they 
added. “Now I know that 
people have different feel-
ings and attitudes that are 
deep down, and they don’t 
want to have others know 
about it, possible showing 

that they could use a little 
help or inspiration to make 
it thru life. I try to be un-
derstanding the needs and 
wants of that individual, 
if he or she wants to have 
someone to listen to them. 
So giving has become more 
important to us. That is why 
we were very active in help-
ing last fall when school had 
that bad. We knew every-
one needs support, it wasn’t 
only to students, teachers, 
responders, parents, but the 
whole community.”

“Ourselves, and our em-
ployees, we rejoice with the 
client when it brings a big 

smile to their face,” they 
continued. “We hear from 
the Community how beau-
tiful these arrangements 
are and how long they last. 
It make us feel good that 
people can enjoy beauty on 
a gloomy day or a bright 
sunny one. So many times 
we are told that we have 
made their visions come 
to life that day. This past 
Valentine’s Day, we had so 
many women that had the 
biggest smile on their face, 
when they received a beau-
tiful arrangement unexpect-

edly. It makes us Firefly feel 
so good also.”

Anyone who wishes to 
nominate someone they be-
lieve deserves some flow-
ers is encouraged to contact 
Firefly. 

“Call, email, message or 
text us who you’d like to 
nominate!” they said. “Help 
us spread the love to our 
amazing community!”

Call (608) 437-2837 or 
email fireflyeventsdf@
gmail.com to find out more. 

 

Three Students – Including Mount Horeb’s Jack Schultek - Win 
Wisconsin Business World’s Kwik Trip Innovation Competition

Wisconsin Business 
World last week announced 
three winners of its Kwik 
Trip Innovation Competi-
tion. The twice-annual con-
test, sponsored by Kwik 
Trip, tasks students to in-
novate a new product for 
the Kwik Trip convenience 
stores, create a marketing 
plan and present the idea in 
the format of their choice.

The winners of the Fall 
2024 Innovation Com-
petition: Jack Schul-
tek, 11th grade, Mount 
Horeb High School;  
Caleb Riebe, 9th grade, De 
Pere High School; Owen 
Berryhill, 8th grade, Wau-
nakee Middle School.

“I am so ecstatic for this 
opportunity!” said Schultek. 
“My invention was a cash 
bill acceptor installed at 
each gas pump at the Kwik 
Trip locations to promote 
convenience for all users.”

“Let’s be honest, who 

doesn’t despite getting out 
of their warm car just to ask 
for $20 on pump 11, espe-
cially in Wisconsin,” Schul-
tek continued. “This also 
promotes cash circulation to 
keep bills in rotation for lon-
ger, which helps stimulate 
the economy, and is incred-
ibly efficient in reducing the 
queue at the registers.” 

“We really believe that 
business is a force for good 
in Wisconsin communi-
ties,” said senior director of 
Wisconsin Business World 
Michelle Grajkowski. “We 
also know innovation and 
entrepreneurship are the 
cornerstone of business. 
Our goal with this contest is 
to encourage young students 
to be innovative problem-
solvers and understand how 
that skill can be utilized in 
a business setting. Thank 
you to each student who 
submitted a project, and 
congratulations to our three 

winners!”
Wisconsin-based Kwik 

Trip is a leader in vertical 
integration, manufacturing 
and customer care, giving 
students an opportunity to 
create a wide array of prod-
ucts. This year’s winning 
entries included the Gas 
Pump Bill Accepter, Kwik 
Treats and a Battery Vend-
ing Machine. Each entry 
included a presentation on 
the product and a marketing 
strategy identifying a target 
audience and explaining 
how the product would in-
crease consumer sales.

“We depend on innova-
tion and creativity,” shared 
Kwik Trip’s Industry and 
Trade Association Manager 
Joe Zietlow. “This contest 
is a fun way to help students 
channel their creativity to 
solve real-world problems. 
We appreciate all the hard 
work that went into each of 
the presentations. Congratu-

lations to Jack, Caleb, and 
Owen!”

The contest was open 
to Wisconsin students in 
grades 6-12. All projects 
were submitted between Oc-
tober 2024 – January 2025. 
The winners each received a 
$500 cash prize.

Wisconsin Business 
World – a program of WMC 
Foundation – educates stu-
dents on business, entrepre-
neurism and the free market 
through its statewide com-
petitions, Summer Camps, 
one-day programs, online 
curriculum and classroom 
presentations. The Business 
World message is: “Busi-
ness is a Force for Good.”

More information about 
Wisconsin Business World 
and its programs can be 
found at  www.wmcfounda-
tion.org/wisconsin-busi-
ness-world/.Jack Schultek invented a cash bill acceptor to be in-

stalled at each gas pump. 

Heidy Lange, owner of Firefly Events Decor & Flow-
ers. File photo. 
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FridayENJOY A FISH FISH FRYFRY

807 River St
Belleville, WI 53508
(608) 424-3774
sugarriverlanes.com

FRIDAY FISH FRY
FRIDAYS 5PM - 9PM
Choose from Fried, Grilled or 

Blackened Cod 
or Jumbo Shrimp

All dinners include choice of Fries, 
Baked Potato or Cheesy Hashbrown 

Casserole, Cole Slaw and French Bread.

Wednesday Fish Fry
we have you covered for the best

S U N  P R A I R I E
( 6 0 8 ) 8 3 7 - 3 1 3 1

M O N O N A
( 6 0 8 ) 4 7 8 - 2 6 1 8

M O U N T  H O R E B
( 6 0 8 ) 6 9 9 - 6 1 2 3

W A U N A K E E
( 6 0 8 ) 9 9 9 - 4 5 6 0

DANE COUNTY,

 1 0 % O F W E D N E S D A Y ‘ S P R O C E E D S A R E B E I N G D O N A T E D  
T O O U R L O C A L S C H O O L M U S I C P R O G R A M

J O I N  U S  F O R  L E N T  M A R C H  5 -  A P R I L  1 7
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( 6 0 8 ) 6 9 9 - 6 1 2 3

W A U N A K E E
( 6 0 8 ) 9 9 9 - 4 5 6 0

DANE COUNTY,

 1 0 % O F W E D N E S D A Y ‘ S P R O C E E D S A R E B E I N G D O N A T E D  
T O O U R L O C A L S C H O O L M U S I C P R O G R A M

J O I N  U S  F O R  L E N T  M A R C H  5 -  A P R I L  1 7

pub grill

Enjoy a delicious
MUST-TRY FISH FRY!
Catch a great meal at the restaurant or bar 
of your choice! Take a drive or stay close to 
home and try a different one each Friday!

ARE YOU AN AREA
BUSINESS WITH 

 GREAT FISH FRY?
Reach over 48,000 readers when you place

your ad in our Friday Fish Fry promotion!
Coverage areas include New Glarus,
Monticello, Belleville, Mount Horeb,
Middleton, Cross Plains, Black Earth,
Mazomanie, Sauk City, Prairie du Sac

and areas in between!
Contact Lisa Kueter-Anderson for details:

adsales12@fingerpub.com or 608-225-3738.

ADVERTISE FOR NEW EMPLOYEES IN THE MOUNT 
HOREB MAIL ... Great coverage plus the best rates 

around! Contact us get your ad started!

608-767-3655

LOOKING FOR HELP AT 
YOUR BUSINESS?
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FridayENJOY A FISH FISH FRYFRY

807 River St
Belleville, WI 53508
(608) 424-3774
sugarriverlanes.com

FRIDAY FISH FRY
FRIDAYS 5PM - 9PM
Choose from Fried, Grilled or 

Blackened Cod 
or Jumbo Shrimp

All dinners include choice of Fries, 
Baked Potato or Cheesy Hashbrown 

Casserole, Cole Slaw and French Bread.
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pub grill

Enjoy a delicious
MUST-TRY FISH FRY!
Catch a great meal at the restaurant or bar 
of your choice! Take a drive or stay close to 
home and try a different one each Friday!

ARE YOU AN AREA
BUSINESS WITH 

 GREAT FISH FRY?
Reach over 48,000 readers when you place

your ad in our Friday Fish Fry promotion!
Coverage areas include New Glarus,
Monticello, Belleville, Mount Horeb,
Middleton, Cross Plains, Black Earth,
Mazomanie, Sauk City, Prairie du Sac

and areas in between!
Contact Lisa Kueter-Anderson for details:

adsales12@fingerpub.com or 608-225-3738.

Want to take part in any of our special promo pages and sections 
throughout the year? Contact us today to get in touch with an 

advertising rep who can assist with all of your advertising needs!

Mount Horeb Mail

608-767-3655
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several generations ago as 
a “thank you” to the vil-
lage, and to America, from a 
Norwegian immigrant who 
came to the United States 
with 20 cents in his pocket 
in 1899. Today, it is one of 
Mount Horeb’s most valued 
gathering places. It’s exact 
future isn’t set in stone, but a 
document formulated at the 
village hall gives a glimpse 
of what it could look like. 

The village’s Grundahl 
Park’s Master Plan includes 
four key phases, with work 
beginning this year and con-
tinuing into 2035. Some of 
the individual projects will 
certainly happen, but oth-
ers might not, because each 
component still needs to 
be reviewed by the Mount 
Horeb Parks, Recreation and 
Forestry Commission (PRF) 
and approved by the village 
board as part of the annual 
budget process before mov-
ing forward. 

The master plan was se-

lected by the PRF last year 
after reviewing several vi-
sions. 

“Basically, we brought 
in some consultants to tell 
us about the opportunities, 
needs, potential weaknesses 
there,” said Brett Halverson, 
village trustee and chair of 
the PRF. “To tell us some 
things the community wants 
and needs there in the fu-
ture.”

In the short term, the vil-
lage will upgrade the park’s 
playground and ball fields, 
among other things. Other, 
more ambitious work will 
be considered later on.  

“I think it’s good to look 
at [the Master Plan] as more 
of a general outline than a 
blueprint,” Halverson ex-
plained. “We’re moving 
forward with the short-term 
stuff now, and in the future 
we can see if it works to 
move forward with some of 
the other things.”

Village president Ryan 
Czyzewski said the master 
plan provides “enhanced 
facilities for existing uses 

… with the capability to 
add more uses.” Czyzewski 
said that he, too, expects the 
village to pursue changes 
at Grundahl at a measured 
pace, particularly because 
Mount Horeb is also moving 
forward with other major 
projects, including on the 
other side of town. 

“With so many needs 
and opportunities, and the 
need to develop the Luk-
ken parkland, it’s designed 
to be a phased approach to 
spread out the cost and ad-
just if needed,” Czyzewski 
said. “The commission has 
already started with approv-
ing some of the Phase 1 

improvements at Grundahl 
Park and working on others 
to determine for [the] next 
budget(s).”

According to Czyzewski, 
new lights for the base-
ball diamond are being or-
dered, the final design for 
new playground equipment 
is being honed at the next 
meeting with a representa-
tive from Gerber Leisure 
Products answering ques-
tions, and PRF “is discuss-
ing storage options with the 
Summer Frolic Committee, 
with potential to expand an 
existing shelter or usage.” 

“It’s a priority of the com-
mission to continue to work 

on the Grundahl improve-
ments in conjunction with 
other park improvements,” 
Czyzewski said. 

If fully approved, phase 
one costs around $929,000 
and includes improvements 
to existing concessions, 
benches, trash cans, light-
ing, earthwork and more. 

Phase two would cost an 
estimated $1.3 million and 
include more lighting, path 
work, bike racks, a drinking 
fountain, improvements to 
the baseball field and more. 

Phase three would include 
similar enhancements, plus 
a new restroom, kitchen and 
shelter facility. It would cost 
an estimated $1.3 million. 

The fourth and final phase 
would cost roughly $6 mil-
lion in today’s money, or 
close to $8 million with 
inflation factored in. It 
would include native grass 
seeding, a $4.5 million, 
20,000-square-foot multi-
use event building, and 
more. 

Totaling 13 acres, Grun-
dahl Park is located on the 

southwest side of the village 
on Blue Mound Road. Ac-
cording to the Mount Horeb 
Area Historical Society, it 
was formerly the site of the 
village’s sewage treatment 
plant. 

In the late 1950s, Henry 
Grundahl gave five acres of 
land to the village on which 
to build a playground in the 
future. After the sewage 
plant was moved in 1978, 
the first phase of work on 
Grundahl Park was com-
pleted in 1981 with a ball 
field and hockey rink. In 
1985, the village built a 
shelter on the site. Improve-
ments to the park since then 
have been largely the result 
of work by the Summer 
Frolic Committee. 

Halverson said the devel-
opment of public parkland at 
the Lukken property could 
impact changes at Grun-
dahl Park, and vice versa, 
as village leaders attempt to 
strike a balance with their 
long-term goals across the 
village. “They’re intercon-
nected,” he said. 

Liminality is the state 
of limbo experienced by 
every reader as their eyes 
pass from one word to an-
other, from one sentence to 
the next, their fingers turn-
ing the page, the sheer joy 
of seeing or sensing things 
not yet fully known or fully 
understood, the thrill of ex-
isting on the precipice of 
everything not yet calcified 
into the immutable past. To 
live a liminal life is to feel 
the swelling of a heart in the 
chest as you pass through 
these portals, to know that 
every moment is tied to the 
last, and everything that ever 
happens is a beguiling mys-
tery right up until the mo-
ment it passes into history 
and therefore ceases to exist. 
All of creation is an eternal 
mist that floats and hovers, 
then briefly passed through 
us, and then is set in stone 
as the granite, unchanging 
past. Each step forward in 
life and in art is a plunge 
into the fog, and each think-
ing person takes every step 
with a mixture of horror, 
humor and courage. Each 

of Kruse’s stories is an-
other step into the fog, and 
somehow each one helps the 
reader see and feel the world 
a little clearer. 

On top of everything else, 
Kruse is also the founder of 
the Liminal Essay Scholar-
ship. 

We recently caught up 
with her to learn more about 
her writing, her life, and her 
essay contest, which is cur-
rently open for submissions. 

First of all, it’s been a 
few years since we profiled 
your “Tales from the Lim-
inal.” What have you been 
up to, and what writing 
are you currently working 
on? 

Kruse: Deuxmers re-
leased the audiobook for 
Tales From the Liminal the 
year after the print edition 
came out. Since then, I’ve 
been working on three dif-
ferent novels in rotation. 
One of them is out the door 
right now with a prospective 
publisher. Another is back 
in the door for rewrites. The 
other will be out the door, 
end of this month, in search 
of a new agent, as my old 

agent decided a few months 
ago to switch her focus to 
romance and romantasy, the 
hottest selling genres out 
there. I can’t blame her, but 
sigh. I’ve learned a lot about 
the business of publishing 
these last four years. Writing 
is a long, slow game. Pub-
lishing, even more so.

Now, the contest: What 
inspired you to start the 
Liminal Essay Contest 
three years ago? 

Kruse: I was looking for 
ways to generate engage-
ment with the stories and the 
concept of the liminal. As an 
English major, I loved delv-
ing into stories and exca-
vating themes, so I thought 
it might be fun to give the 
contest a try. It’s a much dif-
ferent environment though 
than when I was in college! 
If you look at top majors the 
last few years at UW-Madi-
son, “English” never makes 
the list. Maybe it never did. 
But with the emphasis on 
STEM, the dominance of 
short form video content, 
and the fracturing of a mono-
lithic “Western” worldview, 
along with the accompany-

ing divisive politics around 
which narratives to use, I 
worry that our ability to 
reflect collectively on the 
deeper questions of life is 
dwindling. For me, the con-
cept of the liminal provides 
a much-needed framework 
not only for understanding 
the difficult and confusing 
times in our human experi-
ence as integral and neces-
sary parts of it but also for 
discussing these experiences 
in a pluralistic society. 

Tell us about  the kinds 
of writing you have seen in 
past years, and what you 
are looking for in submis-
sions? 

Kruse: We’ve seen so 
many thoughtful essays! 
And one by Chat GPT, of 
course—though it fell far 
short of the human-gener-
ated ones. Our judges will 
evaluate essays on strength 
of thesis, depth of insight, 
and quality of writing. En-
tries by college and high 
school students will be 
judged in separate compe-
titions. We look forward to 
reading all entries! 

Talk about the impor-
tance of encouraging, and 
engaging with, young writ-
ers. Is that mutually ben-
eficial? 

Kruse: Yes, it’s mutually 
beneficial! I want to live in a 
world where we continue to 
ponder what it means to be 
human and how best to live 
as individuals and as a spe-
cies, especially now, in these 
rapidly changing times. AI 
used to be the domain of 
science fiction, but here it is, 
on our doorstep. Stories are 
one of the oldest and most 
powerful forms we have for 
engaging in these questions, 
but to have these kinds of 
stories, we need storytell-
ers who are willing to do the 
kind of slow, deep reflection 
required to delve into our 
human experience and re-
flect it back to us in new and 
powerful ways. 

Anything else you want 
to add? 

Kruse: I’m happy to an-
nounce that Deuxmers Pub-
lishing is releasing the Tales 
From the Liminal Study 
Edition, April 1st. This edi-

tion includes liminal writing 
prompts, as well as discus-
sion questions developed 
by Dr. Matthew Flaherty, 
Literature Faculty, Bard 
High School, Early College 
Baltimore and an introduc-
tion to the liminal by Dr. 
Timothy Carson, Professor 
of Liminal Studies, Hon-
ors College, University of 
Missouri. Dr. Carson is the 
author and editor of numer-
ous books on liminality and 
has been using Tales From 
the Liminal these past few 
years in his course, “Lim-
inality  and  Literature of 
the Fantastical.” The aim 
of the study edition is to fa-
cilitate engaging classroom 
discussion, while helping 
students develop an eye for 
the liminal in the world and 
themselves, along with an 
appreciation for the growth 
that can come when they let 
the liminal do its work. 

You can find out more 
about the study edition 
and this year’s essay con-
test at skkruse.com. Con-
test deadline is March 
31.

to choose what they want to 
perform and who they want 
to work with, for example, 
students have the opportu-
nity to try out new styles, 
sing in new languages, or 
work with a group of friends 

on a saxophone choir.
For teachers, the Solo & 

Ensemble unit is the only 
time of year where students 
perform more as individual 
musicians rather than the 
typical large ensemble set-
tings. Band teacher Kellen 
Dorner sees this as the time 
of year when students expe-

rience the most growth be-
cause each student must be 
self-reliant and individually 
accountable.

“You can’t look at your 
neighbor and match what 
they’re doing, since you are 
the only person playing that 
specific part in your trio. 
That kind of independence 

improves our entire program 
and gives students the skills 
needed to succeed in really 
amazing large group perfor-
mances,” says Dorner.

The festival is also popu-
lar with the families and 
friends of the performers, as 
it is an excellent opportunity 

to see individuals perform 
up close. 

This annual event is spon-
sored by the Wisconsin 
School Music Association 
(WSMA), a leader in pro-
viding programs and ser-
vices that challenge youth to 
achieve excellence through 

music. 

Founded in 1932, WSMA 
is a non-profit, statewide as-
sociation serving more than 
3,500 music teachers and 
school administrators in the 
education of over 100,000 
students annually. 

PBMs and their impact on 
communities. He hopes the 
series will ignite a broader 
conversation and inspire ac-
tion.

Fields stated that transpar-
ency and accountability are 

necessary to improve the 
healthcare system, but he 
urged people to recognize 
that not all PBMs engage in 
harmful practices. 

“At Navitus, we work on 
behalf of our clients to en-
able access to the lowest-
cost, clinically appropriate 
medications,” he said. “We 
keep the needs of the mem-

ber at the center of what we 
do, negotiating the lowest 
possible drug costs and re-
turning 100 percent of re-
bates or discounts to plan 
sponsors and members to 
make medications as afford-
able as possible.”

“Whenever it comes out 
that PBMs are behind these 

issues, people start asking 
questions,” he said.

Strause pointed to specific 
examples, such as the ma-
nipulation of insulin prices. 
He alleged PBMs exploit the 
system by creating unneces-
sary complexities that drive 
up costs while pocketing the 
profits.

“These are the green mon-
keys in the room,” he said, 
referring to the significant 
players responsible for driv-
ing up prices. “If we can 
shine a light on what they’re 
doing, we can start to make 
a difference.”

“I can provide all kinds 
of ammunition—facts, stats, 

and real-world examples,” 
he said. “When it’s backed 
up by data, nobody can 
tell me otherwise.” Strause 
said he stepped back from 
his roles with Hometown 
Pharmacy in 2023 due to 
concerns about retaliatory 
actions against the pharma-
cies from the PBMs. 

HEALTH
continued from page 8

MUSIC
continued from page 1

S.K. KRUSE
continued from page 1

PARK
continued from page 1

Grundahl Park is home the Summer Frolic (above) 
and much more. Photo by Jason McMahon. 
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“Your Complete Family Shoe Store”

Black Earth,  
WI 

M-Fr 9-7,  
Sat 9-5,  

Sun 10-5

608-767-3447 | 608-231-4445

608-767-2788

DECEMBER                
SUMMARY                        

911 Disconnect – 11	
911 Open Line Count – 

4	
Accidents – 11
Accident – 3
Private Property - 2	
Property Damage – 2
MV / Deer - 4
Adult Arrest – 1
While on routine patrol, 

an officer conducted a re-
cord check of a vehicle that 
was located at a gas pump.  
It was found that the regis-
tered owner had an active 
warrant out for her arrest for 
a fleeing and eluding case.  
Contact was made with the 
driver, who was ultimately 
arrested and transported to 
the Dane County Jail for the 
active warrant.

Alarm – 6
Animal Complaint Stray 

– 3
Assist Citizen – 7
Assist Citizen – Vehicle 

Unlock - 7
Assist DCSO - 9
Assist Fire/Police – 14
Assist Other Agency - 3
Check Person - 23 
Check Property – 24
Civil Dispute – 4
A former resident of a 

living facility called with 
questions about not being 
allowed back in to collect 
his personal items. Contact 
was made with the man-
ager of the residential facil-
ity who ensured that they 
were assisting with getting 
the former resident placed 
in to a new facility, and will 
facilitate a transfer of the 
property once a new place-
ment was found. Both par-
ties were notified of the civil 
process of eviction.

Officers were called to 
assist with a child custody 

exchange.  Contact was at-
tempted at the residence and 
by phone.  The exchange did 
not take place.

A resident called to report 
a possible fraudulent charge 
on her credit card. After 
compiling all information, 
it was determined that this 
would be a civil issue, and 
due to the fact that the trans-
actions took place outside of 
Mount Horeb, Dane County 
Sheriff’s Office took over 
the case.

A resident reported recent 
issues with her ex-husband 
regarding child custody.  
The reporting party is in the 
process of getting a tempo-
rary restraining order. Con-
tact was attempted multiple 
times with the ex-husband 
but was unsuccessful.

Death Investigation – 2
A missing female was 

reported to the police de-
partment.  A search of the 
area was performed and 
the female was found de-
ceased outside. Life saving 
measures were attempted 
by police and EMS to no 
avail. There was nothing 
suspicious noted during the 
investigation. Initial indica-
tions were that the death was 
related to an accidental fall.  

Police were dispatched 
to a residential facility for 
the report of a death. Life 
saving measures were at-
tempted by staff and EMS 
but were unsuccessful.  The 
Dane County Medical Ex-
aminer arrived on scene.  
Once the medical exam was 
completed, the officers were 
released from the scene.	

Disabled Vehicle - 6
Disturbance Call – 4
Officers were dispatched 

to a disturbance at a resi-
dential facility between staff 
and a family member of a 

patient.  The patient was ul-
timately transported to the 
hospital. The family mem-
ber had made threat towards 
the staff.  The family mem-
ber admitted to drinking and 
was given a preliminary 
breath test.  A responsible 
party was called to pick the 
family member up.

Officers were dispatched 
to a residence for the report 
of a disturbance. Upon ar-
rival, it was found that the 
son, who has cognitive de-
lays, was upset.  No injuries 
were reported, and the son 
was calm when officers left 
the residence.

Officers were dispatched 
to a local living facility in 
the Village of Mount Horeb 
for the report of a distur-
bance.  After talking with 
the administrator, it was 
found that the individuals 
involved in the disturbance 
have dementia and can be 
aggressive with others. This 
report is informational only.

A report of a disturbance 
was reported to the police 
department.  Contact was 
made and interviews were 
conducted with all parties 
involved.  After hearing all 
sides, the primary aggressor 
was ultimately cited for dis-
orderly conduct for causing 
the disturbance.

Domestic/Family Trou-
ble – 1

Officers were dispatched 
to the report of a distur-
bance at a residence. Upon 
arrival, all parties on scene 
were interviewed.  An adult 
on scene did state that she 
did yell at the kids, but it 
was out of frustration. There 
was nothing physical and no 
actual disturbance had oc-
curred. Dane County Crisis 
was contacted and would be 
checking in on the family.

EMS Assist – 48	
Foot Patrol/Check Prop-

erty - 3	
Forgery – 1
An employee of a local 

bank called to report a forg-
ery of a check from a local 
business.  The bank was able 
to identify the suspect in this 
case through security video 
footage. A record check on 
the suspect shows that he 
has numerous cases for the 
same type of offenses in the 
Milwaukee area.  Contact is 
being made with the Mil-
waukee Police Department 
where the suspect resides.  
This case is still active.

Found Property – 3
Fraud – 2

A resident came into the 
police department to report a 
possible fraud.  The resident 
saw a Facebook post where 
packages with her mother’s 
name on them were deliv-
ered to a residence in the 
Village of Mount Horeb. 
Her mother’s Walmart ac-
count had recently been 
hacked and she believed it 
had something to do with 
this. The resident was ad-
vised that since her mother 
lives in another town, she 
would need to contact that 
police department.

A resident came in to the 
police department to report 
a fraud.  After speaking 
with the reporting party, it 
was found that the incident 
took place outside of village.  
This incident was turned 
over to the Dane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Graffiti Complaint – 1
Public Works reported 

various graffiti underneath 
the S. Sixth Street Bridge. 
At the time of this report, 
there are no suspects.  The 
Village would like restitu-
tion if the suspect is found.

Harassment – 1	
A resident of the commu-

nity reported being harassed 
over social media by another 
resident. After reviewing the 
social media posts, it was 
found that no crimes were 
committed. Additional fol-
low up will be conducted.

Information – 24
Local Ordinance Viola-

tion – 2
Lost Property - 1
Miscellaneous Sex Of-

fense – 1
An ICAC CyberTip was 

reported to the police de-
partment. Contact was made 
with the victim, and it was 
found that this case is related 
to multiple extortion cases 
that have been reported. 
This case has been turned 
over to the Dane County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Neighbor Trouble – 1
A resident called the po-

lice department to report 
that his neighbor was letting 
their dog defecate on the 
reporting parties’ front step 
and won’t clean it up.  Con-
tact was eventually made 
with the dog owner, who 
stated that they do clean up 
and will continue to clean 
up. This information was 
passed on to the reporting 
party.	

OMVWI Arrest / Intoxi-
cated Driver – 1

While on routine traffic 

patrol, an officer conducted 
a traffic stop on a vehicle 
traveling at a high rate of 
speed. Upon contact with 
the driver and sole occu-
pant of the vehicle, a strong 
odor of intoxicants emitted 
from the driver.  Standard-
ize Field Sobriety Test were 
conducted, and the driver 
was ultimately arrested for 
Operating While Under the 
Influence (1st), Operating 
with a PAC .15 or more 
(1st), and cited for speeding. 
The driver was released to a 
responsible party.

On Street Parking Com-
plaint – 1

Parking Ticket Warning 
- 3	  

Parking Tickets – 55
Phone Call – 10
Pornography/Obscene 

Material – 2
A CyberTip for posses-

sion of Child Pornography 
was reported.  This case is 
active and currently being 
investigated.

A second ICAC Cyber-
Tip was reported.  This case 
is currently being investi-
gated.	

Preserve the Peace – 3	
A preserve the peace for a 

child custody exchange took 
place.  Contact was made 
with both parties, where the 
exchange did not take place.

Police stood by for a pre-
serve the peace at a resi-
dence.  The requesting party 
was able to retrieve the 
items and no issues were 
observed.

Police responded to a resi-
dence for a child custody ex-
change. Attempted contact 
was made at the residence 
with no answer.  The child 
custody exchange did not 
take place.	

Repossession – 1
Retail Theft – 1
A local business called to 

report several thefts from 
their store.  After getting 
a vehicle description and 
watching video footage, a 
suspect was located.  The 
suspect initially denied the 
theft, but then eventually 
confessed.  A citation will be 

issued and restitution will be 
requested, along with a tres-
passing letter.

School Related Incidents 
– 9

Bullying/Harassment – 1
Juvenile Complaint – 1
Juvenile Information – 1
Special Events -3
Truancy – 3 
Special Events/Commu-

nity Relations – 2
Mount Horeb Police De-

partment assisted MHFD 
with traffic control for the 
holiday light parade.

Officers participated in 
Shop with a Cop.

Suspicious Vehicle – 6
Theft – 1
A customer at a local 

business reported seeing a 
juvenile stealing.  An officer 
responded to the scene and 
spoke with the manager and 
the juvenile.  The father of 
the juvenile was contacted 
and the child was released to 
the father. The business did 
not want to press charges at 
this time.

Threats Complaint – 2
A resident reported re-

ceiving threats on social 
media, and expressed con-
cern for the suspect’s mental 
health. Dane County Crisis 
was contacted regarding the 
mental health issues along 
with Dane County Sheriff’s 
Office as, the suspect lives 
in Madison. The report-
ing party was advised that 
he could file for a restrain-
ing order through the Dane 
County Courts.  At the time 
of this report, the reporting 
party does not want charges 
filed.

A business called to report 
receiving a disturbing email 
from a past customer.  Police 
made contact with the cus-
tomer who explained that 
he was going through some 
mental health issues and did 
not mean anything by the 
statements in the email. No 
further action was taken.

Towed Vehicle - 1
Traffic Arrests – 3
Traffic Complaint - 13
Traffic Incident –1
Traffic Warning – 62

Police Report

Consider this alternative...
Single Premium Deferred Annuity

No Stock Market Risk
4.25% guaranteed for 1 year
4.50% guaranteed for 2 years
4.85% guaranteed for 3 years 
5.10% guaranteed for 5 years
$10,000 Minimum ($5,000 minimum for IRAs)
Monthly interest income or tax deferred option

The Investment Center
at

Farmers Savings Bank 
305 Doty St., Mineral Point, WI  53565

608-987-5020 or 608-987-5024
Underwritten by ELCO Mutual Life & Annuity. Rates subject to change.

Not a deposit. Not FDIC-insured. Not insured by any federal government 
agency. Not guaranteed by the institution. May go down in value.

Nathaniel McGree was 
booked in Dane County Jail 
on Monday, February 24. 
A member of the Village 
of Mount Horeb’s Tourism 
Commission and the owner 
of Tyrol Basin, McGree was 

arrested by Dane County 
Deputies on preliminary 
charges of physical abuse of 
a child and disorderly con-
duct. 

According to the Sheriff’s 
Office, a 17-year-old male 

was accused of being on the 
Tyrol Basin property with-
out purchasing a pass. He 
was asked to leave, and he 
complied. 

As the teen was walking 
away from the property, Mc-

Gree and one of his employ-
ees allegedly “chased him 
down and McGree got into a 
physical altercation with the 
young man.” McGree then 
forced him to go back to the 
ski hill and pay $120 (a pass 

costs $60), said authorities. 
According to the victim, he 
had not made it onto the ski 
hill when he was asked to 
leave. McGree’s status in 
the jail as of press time was 
pre-arraignment. 

McGree arrested for physical abuse of a child & disorderly conduct

Nathaniel McGree
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Bare Applauds Evers’ Budget Proposal
Following a joint session of the Wisconsin 

Legislature where Governor Evers outlined 
his fourth biennial budget, Representative 
Mike Bare (D-Verona) released the follow-
ing statement: 

“While Donald Trump and Elon Musk are 
dangerously slashing federal programs we 
rely on, Governor Evers is focused on rea-
sonable and responsible budgeting. 

“The Governor’s proposed budget pro-
vides targeted tax relief, reduces prescription 
drug costs, and makes historic investments 
in our public schools. These proposals 
would deliver meaningful progress on some 
of our biggest challenges.

“While the Trump administration is in-
creasing prices and weakening our economy 
with untargeted, and nonsensical actions, 
Governor Evers has a plan to lower costs for 
everyday Wisconsinites. 

“I fully agreed with Governor Evers 
when he said ‘No Wisconsinite should have 
to choose between paying bills and putting 
food on the table or getting their life-saving 
medication. Accessing healthcare and pick-
ing up basic prescriptions or insulin should 
not break the bank, folks.’

“The Governor has outlined his plan, it’s 
now up to the Legislature to deliver.”

Jacobson Responds to Evers’ Budget
Governor Tony Evers delivered his 2025-

27 Biennial Budget Message. Representa-
tive Jenna Jacobson (D-Oregon) issued the 
following response to his address:

“Governor Evers sent us a strong vision 
for our priorities in Wisconsin: taking care 
of our kids, investing in education, and re-
ducing the property tax burden for Wiscon-
sinites. We need to support the Governor’s 
plan to give our kids healthy meals and clean 
drinking water at school, and make sure they 
have access to comprehensive mental health 
services. These are common sense issues, 
and we owe it to our kids to support these 
initiatives.

“Governor Evers’ offers a bold plan to 
provide nearly $2 billion in tax relief by 
eliminating sales tax on many everyday 
costs and by cutting income taxes for mid-
dle-class people. He is addressing the rising 
everyday costs while proposing investments 
in our kids. 

“I look forward to listening to my constit-
uents on their budget priorities during my 
upcoming listening sessions.” 

Sen. Marklein Statement on Gover-
nor’s Budget Address

Senator Howard Marklein (R-Spring 
Green) made the following statement in 
response to Governor Tony Evers’ Budget 
Address:

“The Governor’s budget is a list of ideas. 
The legislature will listen to our constituents 
and stakeholders as we build the state bud-
get. Our budget will fund our priorities, ad-
dress our obligations, cut taxes, and prepare 
Wisconsin for the future. We will continue 
to protect the state’s checkbook.”

Baldwin  Introduces Year-Round E15 
Bill to Cut Costs at the Pump, Support 
Wisconsin Farmers

U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and 
a bipartisan group of her colleagues intro-
duced the Nationwide Consumer and Fuel 
Retailer Choice Act of 2025. The legislation 
would allow the year-round, nationwide sale 
of E15 which will help lower costs at the 
pump and support Wisconsin agriculture.

“Homegrown biofuels cut costs at the 
pump for Wisconsin families while support-
ing our farmers and increasing our energy 
independence from foreign oil,” said Sena-
tor Baldwin. “I am proud to work with my 
Democratic and Republican colleagues to 
ensure cleaner E15 fuel is available year-
round, support our agricultural commu-
nities, and move our Made in Wisconsin 

economy forward.”
Senator  Baldwin  has long championed 

increasing the use of biofuels to reduce 
prices at the pump and support Wisconsin’s 
farmers, producers, and rural communities. 
In  2023  and  2024, Senator  Baldwin  suc-
cessfully pushed the Biden administration to 
allow E15 fuel to be sold during the summer 
months.

The bill is led by Senator Deb Fischer 
(R-NE) and also co-sponsored by Sena-
tors  Tammy  Duckworth (D-IL), Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-WV), Amy Klobuchar 
(D-MN), John Thune (R-SD), Pete Ricketts 
(R-NE), Dick Durbin (D-IL), Jerry Moran 
(R-KS), Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Roger 
Marshall (R-KS), Joni Ernst (R-IA), Tina 
Smith (D-MN), and Mike Rounds (R-SD).

The legislation is endorsed by American 
Petroleum Institute, Renewable Fuels As-
sociation, Growth Energy, National Corn 
Growers Association, National Farmer 
Union, and National Association of Conve-
nience Stores.

Senator Baldwin Introduces Bill to Cap 
Prescription Drug Costs

U.S. Senator  Tammy  Baldwin  (D-WI) 
joined a group of her colleagues in introduc-
ing the Capping Prescription Costs Act, leg-
islation that would lower prescription drug 
costs for millions of Americans by placing 
annual caps on out-of-pocket costs for pre-
scription drugs at $2,000 for individuals and 
$4,000 for families with private insurance. 
This legislation builds on the success of 
the Baldwin-backed Inflation Reduction Act, 
which capped prescription drug costs for se-
niors, extending the savings to the commer-
cial health care market.

“While the big drug companies are rak-
ing in billions of dollars in profits, too many 
families across Wisconsin are scraping to 
get by and forced to make impossible deci-
sions to afford the prescription drugs they 
need to stay healthy,” said Senator Baldwin. 
“It’s wrong and we have to do more to hold 
these price-gouging companies accountable 
and keep costs down for families. Our leg-
islation will lower the price of prescription 
drugs and help ensure that every Wiscon-
sinite has access to the quality, affordable 
health care that they deserve.”

Over 60 percent of American adults 
take at least one prescription drug, with 25 
percent of adults taking four or more. Yet 
Americans often pay more for the same pre-
scription drugs than people in other coun-
tries, and due to the cost burden, American 
patients often cannot afford their medica-
tions as prescribed. This results in patients 
skipping doses, cutting doses in half, or tak-
ing over-the-counter medications instead of 
their prescriptions. One study found that 31 
percent of patients did not take their medi-
cations as prescribed due to cost. The new 
$2,000 cap on cost-sharing for individuals 
and $4,000 for families will apply to all of 
the 173 million Americans who have private 
health insurance.

Senator  Baldwin  has long championed 
bringing down prescription drug costs. In 
August 2022, Senator Baldwin helped pass 
the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) to lower 
health care and prescription drug costs for 
older adults, people with disabilities, and 
families across the nation. Starting in Janu-
ary 2023, the IRA capped the cost of insulin 
for Medicare Part D beneficiaries at $35 a 
month for certain covered insulin products.

Senator Baldwin also launched an inves-
tigation into the extremely high prices four 
large pharmaceutical companies charge 
for inhalers that 25 million Americans 
with asthma and 16 million Americans 
with chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) rely on to breathe. In just 
two months after the investigation was 
launched, three of the four pharmaceutical 

companies capped their out-of-pocket costs 
for their inhaler products at $35 per month 
in the United States.

This legislation is led by Senator Raphael 
Warnock (D-GA) and is co-sponsored by 
Senators Cory Booker (D-NJ), Richard Blu-
menthal (D-CT), John Fetterman (D-PA), 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Maritn Heinrich 
(D-NM), Andy Kim (D-NJ), Amy Klobu-
char (D-MN), Patty Murray (D-WA), and 
Peter Welch (D-VT).

Senator Baldwin Leads Bill To Protect 
Access to Contraception

U.S. Senator  Tammy  Baldwin  (D-WI), 
member of the Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee, 
joined a group of her colleagues in reintro-
ducing the Right to Contraception Act, leg-
islation that would create a statutory right 
to obtain and use contraceptives and ensure 
health care providers have a right to provide 
contraceptives, contraception, and share in-
formation about this essential care.

“Women in Wisconsin have been clear 
about what they want: the right to make their 
own health care decisions without interfer-
ence from politicians,” said Senator Bald-
win. “With reproductive rights under attack, 
I am proud to support this legislation that 
will safeguard women’s freedoms and en-
sure all women have the right to control their 
bodies, regardless of where they live.”

In July 2022, the Right to Contraception 
Act passed the House (220-195). That same 
month, Republicans blocked an attempt in 
the U.S. Senate to pass the bill by unanimous 
consent. They did the same in June 2023. In 
June 2024,  Republicans  blocked Senate 
Democrats’ attempt to pass the bill on the 
floor.

The legislation is endorsed by Power to 
Decide, National Family Planning & Re-
productive Health Association, National 
Women’s Law Center, Guttmacher Institute, 
Reproductive Freedom for All (formerly 
NARAL Pro-Choice America), Popula-
tion Connection Action Fund, Americans 
for Contraception, Advocates for Youth, 
National Partnership for Women & Fami-
lies, American Public Health Association, 
American Humanist Association, National 
Association of Nurse Practitioners in Wom-
en’s Health , Center for Biological Diversity, 
Ibis Reproductive Health, Physicians for Re-
productive Health, Upstream USA, Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America, National 
Health Law Program, SIECUS: Sex Ed for 
Social Change, National Latina Institute for 
Reproductive Justice, Reproductive Health 
Access Project, American College of Obste-
tricians and Gynecologists, Upstream USA, 
In Our Own Voice: National Black Women’s 
Reproductive Justice Agenda, Center for 
American Progress, National Asian Pacific 
American Women’s Forum, All* Above All, 
and Center for Reproductive Rights.

 Sen. Johnson, Colleagues Reintroduce 
Bill to Permanently Repeal the Death Tax

 U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) joined 
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-
S.D.) and 44 senators in reintroducing leg-
islation to permanently repeal the federal 
estate tax, commonly known as the death 
tax. The Death Tax Repeal Act would end 
what critics say is a purely punitive tax 
that can hit family-run farms, ranches and 
businesses as the result of the owner’s death.

 Sens. Johnson and Thune were joined by 
Senators Jim Banks (R-Ind.), John Barrasso 
(R-Wyo.), Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), 
John Boozman (R-Ark.), Katie Britt (R-
Ala.), Ted Budd (R-N.C.), Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-W. Va.), John Cornyn (R-Texas), 
Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), Kevin Cramer (R-
N.D.), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Ted Cruz (R-
Texas), John Curtis (R-Utah), Steve Daines 
(R-Mont.), Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), Deb Fischer 
(R-Neb.), Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), Chuck 
Grassley (R-Iowa), Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.), 
Josh Hawley (R-Mo.), John Hoeven (R-
N.D.), Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.), Jim 
Justice (R-W. Va.), John Kennedy (R-La.), 
James Lankford (R-Okla.), Mike Lee (R-

Utah), Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.), Roger 
Marshall (R-Kan.), Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.), Dave McCormick (R-Pa.), Jerry 
Moran (R-Kan.), Bernie Moreno (R-Ohio), 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.), Pete Rick-
etts (R-Neb.), Jim Risch (R-Idaho), Mike 
Rounds (R-S.D.), Eric Schmitt (R-Mo.), 
Rick Scott (R-Fla.), Tim Scott (R-S.C.), Tim 
Sheehy (R-Mont.), Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), 
Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.), Roger Wicker 
(R-Miss.) and Todd Young (R-Ind.).

Sen. Johnson Joins Finance Committee 
Republicans in Vowing to Oppose Any 
Short-Term Tax Package 

U.S. Sen.  Ron  Johnson  (R-Wis.) joined 
U.S. Senator Steve Daines (R-Mont.), Ma-
jority Leader John Thune (R-S.D.), Major-
ity Whip John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), Finance 
Chairman Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) and Sena-
tors James Lankford (R-Okla.), Roger 
Marshall (R-Kan.), Marsha Blackburn (R-
Tenn.), and Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), members 
of the Senate Finance Committee, in sending 
a letter to President Donald Trump vowing 
to oppose any tax package that only provides 
temporary relief.

“You were elected with a mandate to do 
big things. One of those big things is to pro-
vide lasting tax relief for small businesses 
and families across the country. As mem-
bers of the Senate Finance Committee, we 
write to express our support for your posi-
tion that the expiring provisions of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act must be permanent and 
not sunset. After passage of your tax cuts 
in 2017, we had a booming economy with 
soaring investment, higher wages, increased 
productivity, and zero corporate inversions. 
Without action, at the end of this year, taxes 
will increase for Americans in every income 
group and nearly six million jobs are at risk. 
A temporary extension of these pro-growth 
and pro-family policies is a missed opportu-
nity. Businesses need certainty while invest-
ing in their companies and taxpayers should 
not fear tax hikes due to Congressional in-
action. Congressional Republicans have an 
historic opportunity to enact this lasting tax 
relief. Failure to act boldly does a disservice 
to the American people who entrusted us to 
deliver in November. Thus, we will not sup-
port a tax package that only provides tem-
porary relief from tax hikes,”  the senators 
wrote.

Sen. Johnson Joins Sen. Graham in Un-
veiling 2025 Budget Resolution 

U.S. Sen.  Ron  Johnson  (R-Wis.) joined 
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), Chair-
man of the Senate Budget Committee, in 
releasing the text of the Senate’s fiscal year 
2025 budget resolution.

The FY 2025 budget resolution will be 
the blueprint that unlocks the pathway for 
a fully paid-for reconciliation bill to secure 
the border, bolster our military, increase 
American energy independence, and begin 
the process of fiscal sanity.

The FY 2025 budget resolution lays the 
groundwork for legislation that:

Secures our border by providing funding 
to finish the wall and upgrade technology 
for ground and aerial suppor; Revitalizes 
the military  by providing critical funding 
for the Department of Defense to strengthen 
the U.S. military to deter conflict and ensure 
our nation’s security. Priorities to plus up 
our national defense include; Facilitates en-
ergy independence by unleashing American 
energy production through on and offshore 
lease sales, and stopping the Biden Admin-
istration’s natural gas tax, also known as the 
methane emissions fee; Begins the process 
of restoring what Johnson called fiscal san-
ity  by  fully  paying for the investments in 
our border security, national security and 
domestic energy production up front. Since 
these investments will be  spent in four 
years, the legislation will be paid for in four 
years. The  bill’s projected  increased  an-
nual spending of $85.5 billion will be paid 
for by a projected $85.5 billion in reduced 
annual spending. 

Representative Roundup
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	    HAIL TO THE VICTORS
Mount Horeb’s 
boys basketball 
team captures 
conference title

Vikings earn 
No. 1 seed in 
postseason

by DAN LARSON
Sports Reporter

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Thread by thread, the net 
in front of the home team’s 
bench came down.

But the first pair of scis-
sors didn’t cut it. They were 
too dull.

The second pair did the 
job.

And that’s pretty much 
how it went for the Mount 
Horeb boys basketball team 
Feb. 18 against visiting Mc-
Farland. The first half left a 
lot to be desired, but the sec-
ond half did the trick.

The Vikings got hot after 
the break, remained stingy 
on defense and surged to a 
56-39 victory over the visit-
ing Spartans, thus clinching 
the outright Badger Small 
Conference championship 
and the opportunity to climb 
the ladder and cut down the 
net.

Mount Horeb improved to 
19-2 overall and 12-0 in the 
Badger Small Conference, 
while second-place McFar-
land fell to 14-7, 9-3.

Vikings’ junior star Josh 
Manchester, who was un-
characteristically cold from 
3-point range (2-of-9) but led 
the way with 27 points none

Todd Nesheim was on 
Cloud Nine Sunday after-
noon.

And it was easy to see 
why.

Nesheim, Mount Horeb’s 
boys basketball coach, was 
thrilled after learning his 
Vikings received the No. 
1 seed on their half of the 
WIAA Division 2 Baraboo 
Sectional. 

Mount Horeb begins the 
postseason by hosting either 
eighth-seeded Monroe or 
ninth-seeded Jefferson in a 
regional semifinal on March 
7.

“I’m really happy,” 
Nesheim said. “The kids 
have worked hard and we’re 
happy to be in this spot.

“Being a top-seed, though, 
doesn’t guarantee you any-
thing. You’ve got to play 
extremely well to beat the 
good teams, but I like how 
we’re playing. The guys are 
playing as well as they have 
all year.”

The Vikings are 20-2 
overall and clinched the out-
right Badger Small Confer-
ence 

continued on page 20
continued on page 19

They are the 
champions
On top,  Kam 

Nesheim (1) cuts the net 
after Mount Horeb’s 
boys basketball team 
clinched the Badger 
Small Conference title. 
At left, Zach Maguire 
drives during the Vi-
kings’ win over McFar-
land. Photos courtesy of 
Holly Stoenner

Mount Horeb sophomore Eli Maier finished in first place at 165 pounds at the Waunakee 
Sectional and is headed to state for the second straight year. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

Super sophs
Maier, Leonard earn return trips 
to state wrestling tournament

WAUNAKEE — Only 
time will tell if this trip to 
the Kohl Center will be dif-
ferent.

If this excursion to the 
state wrestling tournament 
will include a win or two, 
or maybe even a spot on the 
podium.

If this journey will be the 
one Eli Maier envisioned 
a year ago when that one 
ended in heartbreaking fash-
ion.

Following Saturday’s 
WIAA Division 1 Waunakee 

Sectional, when the Mount 
Horeb/Barneveld sopho-
more won the title at 165 
pounds in convincing fash-
ion, Maier at the very least 
gets a chance to find out.

Maier gets a chance at re-
demption after earning a re-
turn trip to state, which will 
be held Thursday through 
Saturday at the UW Kohl 
Center.

“He hasn’t accepted 
that loss one day since last 
year,” MH-B coach Tim 
Sarbacker said of Maier’s 
opening-round defeat in the 
157-pound bracket in 2024, 
sending him home almost 

as fast as he arrived. “So 
he’s put in all the work — 
I mean, it’s been hammer 
down. He’s ready to get 
back there and show he can 
go deep in this tournament.”

For his part, Maier said 
he’s learned a lot from that 
loss to Slinger’s Elijah Ter-
rell.

Maier, who was seeded 
fifth at last year’s state meet, 
led 7-4 in the match before 
getting caught and pinned 
by the 12th-seeded Terrell.

“I way underperformed,” 
Maier said. “I think I’ve ma-
tured a lot in my wrestling.”

continued on page 18

by DAN LARSON
Sports Reporter
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Co-op hockey team ousted
One thrilling week.
One lopsided loss.
And the end of a success-

ful season.
Sauk Prairie’s co-op 

hockey team — which in-
cluded players from Mount 
Horeb, Wisconsin Heights, 
River Valley and Barneveld 

— experienced it all last 
week.

The Eagles edged the La 
Crosse Aquinas/Holmen Av-
alanche, 4-3, in double over-
time in a WIAA Division 1 
regional semifinal on Feb. 
18. Sauk Prairie then fell to 
top-seeded Madison Edge-
wood, 8-0, in a regional final 
on Feb. 20.

The Eagles finished the 

year 12-14.
Sauk Prairie, seeded 

eighth, escaped with a win 
against the ninth-seeded Av-
alanche when Landon Fro-
ese scored an even strength 
goal on an assist from Grey-
den Schomber in the second 
O.T.

Sauk Prairie fell behind, 
3-1, then scored the final 
three goals of the game.

Quinn Payne gave the 
Eagles a 1-0 lead midway 
through the first period when 
he scored an even strength 
goal on an assist from Ryan 
Rickard. But the Avalanche 
answered less than 3 min-
utes later, then scored twice 
in the first 11:43 of the sec-
ond period and surged to a 
3-1 lead.

Sauk Prairie answered in 
a big way, though.

At 14:23 of the second 

period, Schomber scored on 
assists from Payne and Con-
nor Grant. Then at 15:40 of 
the second, Kaleb Chetwood 
had a power play goal on an 
assist from Payne that tied 
the game, 3-3.

The teams went scoreless 
in the third period and the 
first OT, then Froese had the 
game-winner in the second 
O.T.

Two nights later, though, 
Madison Edgewood showed 
why it’s one of the favorites 
to win a state title.

The Crusaders scored 
three goals in the first pe-
riod, four more in the second 
and were never challenged.

Sauk Prairie goalie Corbin 
Domka finished with 29 
saves, but Edgewood out-
shot the Eagles, 37-16.

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Ryan Rickard and Sauk Prairie’s co-op hockey team won 
their playoff opener, before falling to Madison Edgewood. 
Photo courtesy of Aaron Jacobus

Vikings’ gymnasts  continue dynasty

Averi Kalscheur was eighth 
(34.30) and Sylviah Seeliger 
was ninth (34.1250). Wau-
nakee’s Annika Lee was first 
in that event (36.2250).

Ouradnik was fifth on the 
vault with an 8.850, while 
Seeliger was seventh (8.80), 
Kalscheur was 11th (8.50) 
and Reece Olinger was 12th 
(8.450).

Finley was third on the 
uneven bars with an 8.80, 
while Kalscheur and Ourad-
nik tied for eighth (8.50) and 
Olinger added an 8.250.

Ouradnik was sixth on 
the balance beam (8.7750), 
while Harper Hendrick-
son was seventh (8.750), 
Olinger was eighth (8.6250) 
and Kalscheur was 10th 
(8.550).

“After our beam rotation, 
we huddled up and reminded 
them that they’ve got what 
it takes to win the title — to 
put aside what may have not 
gone their way earlier and to 
keep their chins up,” Koller 
Faust said.

They listened.
The Vikings came back 

with a terrific performance 

on the floor exercise, where 
Ouradnik was second with 
a sensational 9.50. Abbey 
Brummer was third (9.350), 
while Seeliger added an 
8.7750 and Kalscheur 
posted an 8.750.

“We had a strong finish 
and what a great feeling it 
was to learn we had cap-
tured the conference team 
title,” Koller Faust said.

• On deck: Mount Horeb 
jumps up to Division 1 this 
year due to the WIAA’s tour-
nament performance factor.

The tournament perfor-
mance factor is a three-year 
cumulative total per divi-
sion. Programs that have 
accumulated at least six 
tournament performance 
factor points are promoted 
to the division with the next 
highest enrollments from the 
previous year. 

In gymnastics, points are 
accumulated based on the 
following:

(a)	 One point for qual-
ifying for the state meet.

(b) Two points for placing 
3rd or 4th place at the state 
meet or for Sectional Cham-

pion.
(c) Three points for win-

ning the state runner up.
(d) Four points for win-

ning the state title.
That means Mount Horeb 

will be at the Division 1 
Sun Prairie West Sectional 
Thursday beginning at 5 
p.m. The top two teams 
and the top five individu-
als in each event (vault, 
bars, beam, floor and all-
around) qualify for the state 
meet March 7-8 at Wiscon-
sin Rapids Lincoln High 
School.  

Teams competing at Sun 
Prairie are: Madison Me-
morial, Madison United 
(Madison East and Madison 
LaFollette), Madison West, 
Middleton, Mount Horeb, 
Sun Prairie West/Sun Prai-
rie East, Verona/Madison 
Edgewood and Waunakee/
DeForest.  

“This sectional will be 
very competitive, but we are 
cautiously optimistic that 
we have a very good chance 
at qualifying our team to 
state,” Koller Faust said. 
“We just need to compete 

like we know we are capable 
of.”

• JV: Mount Horeb 
rolled to the JV title with a 
new school record score of 
133.35. That would have 
been good for fourth place 
at the varsity meet and eas-
ily outdistanced JV runner-
up Sauk Prairie (112.80).

Carmen Oglesby won 
the all-around competition 
with a 33.60, while Avena 
Meyers was second (32.30) 
and Tessa Soppe was third 
(32.15).

Oglesby won the beam 
(8.9) and the floor (9.0), 
while Marit Barsness won 
the vault (8.45) and the un-
even bars (8.0).

Feb. 21
Badger Conference meet
At Watertown
Team scores: 1. Mount Horeb 

139.725, 2. Monona Grove 137.25, 
3. Sauk Prairie 135.825, 4. Wauna-
kee/DeForest 133.125, 5. Baraboo 
132.325, 6.  Watertown 130.325, 7. 
Reedsburg 125.45, 8. Milton/Edg-
erton 121.6.

Mount Horeb individual scores
Vault: Athena Ouradnik 8.85, 

Sylviah Seeliger 8.80, Averi 
Kalscheur 8.5, Reece Olinger 8.45.

Bars: Macie Finley 8.80, Averi 
Kalscheur 8.50, Athena Ouradnik 
8.50, Reece Olinger 8.25, Sylviah 
Seeliger 8.20.

Beam: Athena Ouradnik 8.775, 
Harper Hendrickson 8.75, Reece 
Olinger  8.625, Averi Kalscheur 
8.55.

Floor: Athena Ouradnik 9.50, 
Abbey Brummer 9.35, Sylviah 
Seeliger 8.775, Averi Kalscheur 
8.75.

All-Around: 3. Athena Ourad-
nik 35.625; Averi Kalscheur 34. 30, 
Sylviah Seeliger 34.125

JV Team Standings:
1. Mount Horeb 133.35, 2. 

Sauk Prairie 112.80, 3. Watertown 
111.40, 4. Baraboo 110.90, 5. Mil-
ton/Edgerton 97.35, 6. Waunakee/
DeForest 96.95, 7. Monona Grove 
81.95, 8. Reedsburg 41.45.

JV Individual Results
Vault: 1. Marit Barsness 8.45, 

2. Avena Meyers 8.40, 3. Meredith 
Cowden 8.35, 4. Carmen Oglesby 
8.25.

Bars: 1. Marit Barsness 8.0, 2. 
Meredith Cowden 7.90, 3. Tessa 
Soppe 7.75, Carmen Oglesby 7.45.

Beam: 1. Carmen Oglesby 8.90, 
2 (tie) Abbey Brummer and Macie 
Finley 8.40, Avena Meyers 7.70.

Floor: 1. Carmen Oglesby 9.0, 
2. Tessa Soppe 8.85, 3. Avena Mey-
ers 8.80, 4. Reece Olinger 8.75.

All-Around: 1. Carmen Oglesby 
33.60, 2. Avena Meyers 32.30, 3. 
Tessa Soppe 32.15.

Dynasty: A succession of 
rulers of the same line of 
descent.

That’s how Webster’s de-
fines the term.

Inside the world of Bad-
ger Conference gymnastics, 
the term dynasty could be 
defined with two words: 
Mount Horeb.

The mighty Vikings won 
their sixth straight Badger 
Conference title last Satur-
day, posting a team score of 
139.7250. Monona Grove 
(137.250) was a distant 
second, while Sauk Prairie 
(135.8250) rounded out the 
top three.

Mount Horeb joined the 
Badger Conference in 2002, 
and in the time since, the 
Vikings have won 14 con-
ference titles. Prior to 2002, 
Mount Horeb gymnastics 
didn’t have a conference.  

Since joining the league, 
the Vikings have been as 
close to a dynasty as you’ll 
ever find.

“I’m so proud of our 
gymnasts, asa they once 
again demonstrated the im-
portance of maintaining a 
positive mindset and of our 
‘team first’ philosophy,” said 
Mount Horeb coach Martha 
Koller Faust, the architect of 
the dynasty. “We had a bit 
of a rocky start with some 
uncharacteristic falls and 
missed connections in our 
first two rounds.”

The Vikings didn’t let 
their tricky start spoil their 
day, though.

Mount Horeb’s Athena 
Ouradnik finished third in 
the all-around competi-
tion with a 35.625, while 

Mount Horeb’s girls gymnastics team won the Badger Conference title for a sixth consecutive season last Saturday. Photo submitted

MoHo wins 
sixth straight 
league title

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

PAGE 16 MOUNT HOREB MAIL THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025



MT. HOREB AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE OF CHANGE IN ADOPTED BUDGET

   
Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of Wisconsin Statute 65.90(5)(a), that the 

School Board of Mt. Horeb Area School District, on February 17, 2025, adopted the following chang-
es to previously approved budgeted 2024-2025 amounts. The following presents only adopted 
budget line items with changes.  Unchanged line items are not presented.   
  

GENERAL FUND
  PREVIOUS  AMENDED 
  APPROVED  APPROVED  
 ACCOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT CHANGE
 LINE ITEM CODE $ $ $       
Anticipated Revenue
Revenue from Local Sources  Source 200 423,000.00  381,065.00  (41,935.00)
Revenue from Interdistrict Sources  Source 300 1,350,000.00  1,385,000.00  35,000.00 
Revenue from Intermediate Sources Source 500 4,500.00  3,880.00  (620.00) 
Revenue from State Sources  Source 600 240,000.00  265,292.00  25,292.00
Revenue from Federal Sources  Source 700 180,636.00  161,788.00  (18,848.00)
Revenue from Other Sources  Source 800/900 105,750.00  147,000.00  41,250.00
Total Anticipated Revenue   2,303,886.00  2,344,025.00  40,139.00 

Expenditure Appropriations: 
Instruction  Function 100000 5,485,626.00  5,356,316.00  (129,310.00)
Support Services  Function 200000 2,152,089.00  2,119,937.00  (32,152.00)
Non-Program Transactions  Function 400000 1,182,278.00  1,383,879.00  201,601.00 
Total Expenditure Appropriations   8,819,993.00  8,860,132.00  40,139.00 

Projected Ending Fund Balance  939000 7,176,221.30  7,176,221.30  0.00

SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND
  PREVIOUS  AMENDED 
  APPROVED  APPROVED  
 ACCOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT CHANGE
 LINE ITEM CODE $ $ $       
AAnticipated Revenue 
Revenue from Local Sources Source 200 20,000.00  220,000.00  200,000.00 
Total Anticipated Revenue  20,000.00  220,000.00  200,000.00  

Expenditure Appropriations:    
Support Services Function 200000 0.00  100,000.00  100,000.00 
Total Expenditure Appropriations  0.00  100,000.00  100,000.00 
Projected Ending Fund Balance  718,982.99  818,982.99  100,000.00 

DEBT SERVICE FUND
  PREVIOUS  AMENDED 
  APPROVED  APPROVED  
 ACCOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT CHANGE
 LINE ITEM CODE $ $ $       
Anticipated Revenue
Revenue from Local Sources Source 200 2,640,000.00  4,284,095.00  1,644,095.00  
Total Anticipated Revenue  2,640,000.00  4,284,095.00  1,644,095.00  
Projected Ending Fund Balance  1,990,687.97  3,634,782.97  1,644,095.00  

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
  PREVIOUS  AMENDED 
  APPROVED  APPROVED  
 ACCOUNT AMOUNT AMOUNT CHANGE
 LINE ITEM CODE $ $ $       
Anticipated Revenue  
Revenue from Local Sources Source 200 0.00  50,000.00  50,000.00  
Revenue from Other Sources Source 800/900 0.00  10,000,000.00  10,000,000.00  
Total Anticipated Revenue  0.00  10,050,000.00  10,050,000.00  
 
Expenditure Appropriations:
Support Services Function 200000 0.00  600,000.00  600,000.00  
Total Expenditure Appropriations  0.00  600,000.00  600,000.00  

Projected Ending Fund Balance  0.00  9,450,000.00  9,450,000.00 
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STEVENS POINT — 
The Wisconsin Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association, 
which oversees most high 
school sports in Wisconsin, 
announced on Feb. 19 that 
it is changing its policy re-
garding the participation 
of transgender athletes in 
girls sports.

“Today the WIAA Board 
of Control voted to update 
the organization’s policy 
regarding student-athlete 
eligibility — affirming its 
compliance with federal di-
rectives that only students 
designated as females at 
birth will be allowed to 
participate in girls compe-
titions,” Stephanie Hauser, 
executive director of the 
WIAA, said in a release. 
“Working in consultation 
with legal counsel, our 
Board updated this policy 
to ensure clarity is pro-

vided to our membership 
as they work to comply 
with new federal guidance 
from the White House.”

The ruling follows simi-
lar actions taken recently 
by the NCAA, which ad-
justed its transgender stu-
dent-athlete participation 
policy on Feb. 6.

President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order 
earlier this month intend-
ing to ban transgender ath-
letes from participating in 
women’s athletics. 

The order, titled “Keep-
ing Men Out of Women’s 
Sports,” gives federal 
agencies wide latitude to 
ensure entities that receive 
federal funding abide by 
Title IX in alignment with 
the Trump administration’s 
view, which interprets 
“sex” as the gender some-
one was assigned at birth.

The NCAA changed its 
policy for transgender ath-
letes, limiting competition 
in women’s sports to ath-
letes who were assigned 
female at birth, the day 
after the president signed 
the order.

The policy was not ap-
plied to men’s teams, 
where the NCAA says any 
athletes regardless of sex 
assigned at birth or gender 
identity can play if they 
meet all other eligibility 
requirements.

Transgender men taking 
hormones, such as testos-
terone, can practice with 
women’s teams but can’t 
compete on a women’s 
team without risking the 
team’s eligibility for cham-
pionships.

Mount Horeb’s girls 
basketball team ended the 
regular season with a bang.

Now, the Vikings are 
hoping to carry that mo-
mentum into the second 
season.

Mount Horeb posted a 
56-42 win at Reedsburg 
on Feb. 18, then routed 
visiting Baraboo, 70-33, 
on Feb. 20. The Vikings 
improved to 11-13 overall 
and finished in third place 
in the Badger Small Con-
ference at 9-5.

“Lots of happy girls in 
the locker room after both 
games,” Mount Horeb 
coach Bart Leibfried said.

With good reason.
Morgan Monroe had 

a monster game against 
Reedsburg, pouring in a 
career-high 28 points and 
shooting a sizzling 12-of-
22 from the floor. Monroe 
added seven steals, three 
rebounds and an assist.

Hallie Klein added 
11 points, three assists 
and two rebounds, while 
Courtney Monroe had nine 
points, seven steals, five 
assists and four rebounds.

“Courtney Monroe did 
a great job with on-ball 
defense in the second half 
against their best player in 
(Lorelei) Williams, who 
handles the ball for them,” 
Leibfried said. “She had 11 
deflections and seven steals 
during the game, which led 
to a lot of easy scores for 
us. Courtney is one of the 
best on ball defenders in 
the area.  

“Morgan Monroe did a 
great job working with her 
sister to get some backside 
traps, which led to seven 
steals for her. The two 
of them combined for 24 
points off turnovers and 
went 9-of-11 from the field 
off those turnovers.  

“Hallie Klein hit some 
timely 3’s for us every time 
Reedsburg would make a 
run.”

Mount Horeb went on 
the attack from the start, 
racing to a 10-0 lead to 
begin the game. The Bea-
vers chipped away at the 
lead on several occasions, 
but each time the Vikings 
would answer back with a 
big run of their own.

“The entire game then 
was a game of runs,” Leib-
fried said. “In the end we 
just wore them down. 
Others may have felt dif-
ferently, but I felt pretty 
confident during the game 
that we would pull away at 
the end.”

Mount Horeb followed 
that with a rout of Baraboo.

Morgan Monroe led the 
Vikings with 19 points, 
while Maren Johnson 
added 13 points and Court-
ney Monroe had 12.  

In all, Mount Horeb 
had 11 players score, and 
freshmen Aubrey Rockow 
scored the first varsity 
points of her career.  

Baraboo actually jumped 
to an 8-2 lead, before 
Mount Horeb finished the 
first half on a 42-11 run 
to take a 44-19 lead at the 
break.

“We had to use an early 

timeout after falling behind 
to remind them what we 
do best,” Leibfried said. “I 
don’t like those timeouts, 
but this one was definitely 
needed.”

While the Vikings also 
had a choppy start to 
begin the second half, 
they quickly regrouped 
and pulled away to end the 
regular season with an im-
pressive win.

Now, it’s off to the 
postseason, where Mount 
Horeb hopes to continue 
its winning ways.

Mount Horeb is the No. 
7 seed in its half of the 
sectional and hosted 10th-
seeded McFarland in a 
WIAA Division 2 regional 
quarterfinal on Tuesday. 
The Vikings defeated the 
Spartans in both of their 
regular season meetings.

If Mount Horeb defeated 
McFarland for a third time, 
it would travel to second-
seeded Milton (19-3) for a 
regional semifinal on Fri-
day. The regional finals are 
Saturday, while sectionals 
are March 6 and 8.

“If we are fortunate 
enough to win (Tuesday), 
then it’s off to Milton on 
Friday night,” Leibfried 
said. “The girls are re-
ally excited where we are 
right now and the match-
ups we got, but also realize 
that we cannot have those 
lapses like we had against 
Baraboo or you will be 
done. Like a lot of teams, 
I hope we can get over the 
illness and get healthy so 
we can play to our poten-
tial.”

WIAA: No transgender 
athletes in girls sports

Vikings hope for 
postseason magic

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Morgan Monroe poured in 28 points in Mount Horeb’s 56-42 win over Reedsburg on Feb. 18. 
Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld
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TOWNS OF SPRINGDALE, PERRY, 
BLUE MOUNDS, CROSS PLAINS, PRIMROSE & 
VERMONT & VILLAGES OF MOUNT HOREB & 

BLUE MOUNDS
VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT

April 1, 2025 Spring Election
Any qualified elector who is unable or unwilling to appear at the 

polling place on Tuesday, April 1, 2025 for the Spring Election 
may request to vote an absentee ballot.  A qualified elector is any 
U.S. Citizen, who will be 18 years of age or older on election day, 
who has resided in the ward or municipality where he or she 
wishes to vote for at least 28 consecutive days before the elec-
tion.  The elector must also be registered in order to receive an 
absentee ballot.

TO REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, PLEASE CONTACT 
YOUR MUNICIPAL CLERK, OR GO TO MYVOTE.WI.GOV

Contact your municipal clerk and request that an application for 
an absentee ballot be sent to you for the Spring Election.  You 
may also request an absentee ballot by letter, email, or fax.  Your 
written request must list your voting (registered) address within 
the municipality where you wish to vote, the address where the 
absentee ballot should be sent, if different, your name, and your 
signature (if by letter or fax).  Special absentee voting application 
provisions apply to electors who are indefinitely confined to home 
or a care facility, in the military, overseas, hospitalized, or serving 
as a sequestered juror.  If this applies to you, please contact your 
municipal clerk.  You can also personally go to the clerk’s office, 
complete a written certification, and vote an absentee ballot 
in-person.  YOU MUST PROVIDE YOUR PHOTO ID TO 
RECEIVE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT.

The deadline for making application to vote absentee by 
mail is 5:00 p.m., on the Thursday before the election – 
March 27, 2025.  Dates and times for absentee voting in the 
clerk’s office are determined by each municipality, but no earlier 
than Tuesday, March 18, 2025 and no later than Sunday, March 
30, 2025.  The times set by each municipality for the spring elec-
tion are listed below.

All voted ballots must be returned to the municipal clerk by the 
voter by mail, in-person, or via drop box, so the ballots can be 
delivered to the proper polling place before the polls close on April 
1, 2025, the day of the election.  Ballots will not be counted if they 
are received after 8:00 pm on election day.  Ballots must be 
delivered by the person who voted the ballot, with the excep-
tion of voters with disabilities.  They have the right to assis-
tance in returning their absentee ballot.
To obtain an absentee ballot, send a written request to:
Town of Springdale Town of Perry
Jackie Arthur, Clerk Mary Price, Clerk
2379 Town Hall Road 1004 State Hwy 78
Black Earth, WI 53515 Mount Horeb, WI  53572
Absentee Voting Mar 18 & 25 Absentee Voting by Appt
10am-2pm by appt only Tel: 608-437-4553
Tel: 608-437-6230 mlprice@mhtc.net
Town of Blue Mounds Town of Cross Plains 
Amanda Burghy, Clerk Nancy Meinholz, Clerk 
10566 Blue Vista Rd 3734 County Road P 
Blue Mounds, WI  53517 Cross Plains, WI  53528
Absentee Voting hours: Mar 18-20 Office hours: 5-6:30pm
and Mar 24-28 10am-1pm or Appt. Mon-Thurs
Tel: 608-437-8722 Tel: 608-798-0189
Town of Primrose  Town  of Vermont
Matthew Waite, Clerk Katie Zelle, Clerk
8468 County Road A  4017 County Road JJ
Verona, WI  53593 Mount Horeb, WI 53572
Absentee Voting by Appt Absentee Voting by Appt
Tel: 608-571-2988 Tel: 608-767-2457
Village of Mount Horeb Village of Blue Mounds
Alyssa Gaffney, Clerk Mary Jo Michek 
138 E. Main Street Clerk/Treasurer
Mount Horeb, WI  53572 PO Box 189
alyssa.gaffney@mounthorebwi.info 11011 Brigham Avenue
Phone: 608-437-9404 Blue Mounds, WI  53517 
Office hours: 7a-4:30p Mon-Thurs Office hours: Mon-Thurs 
7am-12:00pm Fridays 8am-4:30pm
Absentee Voting hours: Weekdays Absentee Voting Hours: 
Only, Mar 18-Mar 28 9am-3pm Mar 18-20 8am-4pm
and Mar 29th 10am-2pm Mar 24-27 8am-4pm, and 
 Mar 28-29 9am-1pm
 Tel: 608-437-5197 ext. 1
Publish: 2/27/25   WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB
PUBLIC HEARING
MARCH 26, 2025

The Plan Commission of the Village of Mount Horeb will hold a 
public hearing on the above date at 7:00pm in the Board Room of 
the Municipal Building, 138 E Main Street, Mount Horeb, WI.  The 
purpose of the hearing is to consider an application from Norsk 
Development for a zoning change from A-1 Agriculture to R-1 
Single-Family Residential for a proposed 16 lot single-family res-
idential subdivision.  Property further described as Parcel Number 
157/0606-141-9051-1 Mount Horeb, WI. 

The Village Board, by its Plan Commission will hear all persons 
concerning all matters and/or objections written or oral pertaining 
thereto at that time.

Publish: 2/27/25, 3/6/25   WNAXLP

VILLAGE OF MT. HOREB RESIDENTS
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Mt. Horeb, Dane County, Wisconsin adopted the following 
ordinance amendment at the Village Board meeting on November 
6, 2024.

Ordinance 2024-14, “AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE 
ZONING CLASSIFICATION FROM I-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL 
TO PD-GENERAL PLAN DEVELOPMENT FOR PARCEL 0606-
124-1010-1”. 

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that a copy of the ordinance is 
on file and open for public inspection in the office of the Village 
Clerk.  It is also available on the village website at www.moun-
thorebwi.info. 

Alyssa Gaffney
Village Clerk

Publish: 2/27/25

He certainly didn’t under-
perform last Saturday.

Neither did 175-pounder 
Eli Leonard, a junior who 
was just as dominant as 
Maier in bringing home a 
sectional title.

The top two finishers at 
each weight earned state 
berths, although Maier and 
Leonard left no doubt, both 
avoiding any possibility of 
dealing with wrestleback 
drama.

Maier, who’s now 44-1 
on the season, opened the 
tournament by winning via 
technical fall (22-4) over 
Sun Prairie West’s Benja-
min Gore in 1 minute, 56 
seconds — just before the 
first-period buzzer sounded.

Then came a 7-3 deci-
sion over Middleton’s Finn 
Grauwels in the semifi-
nals — a tight match con-
sidering Maier had pinned 
Grauwels earlier in the year 
— followed by a 9-0 win 
over Monona Grove/Mc-
Farland’s Xavier Denman in 
the finals.

Three takedowns were 
enough to get the job done 
over Denman, who Maier 
defeated 10-0 at the Badger 
Conference tournament two 
weeks earlier.

“On bottom he doesn’t re-
ally do much and it’s hard 
to turn him,” Maier said. 
“But I just wanted to ride 
him out and show him I was 
dominant on top. So it was a 
dominant win.”

It was one more step to-
ward his goal of making 
some noise at state.

“Every tournament we’ve 
just got to turn it up more 
and go harder — more shots, 
more aggressive,” Maier 
said. “So every tournament 
we just keep pushing the 
pace.”

Meanwhile, the unde-
feated Leonard (45-0) also 
won by technical fall (15-0) 
in the opening round over 
Madison East’s Kenyan 
Harper in 1:40.

Leonard advanced to the 
finals by injury default over 
Middleton’s Reese Miller 
then dominated Verona’s 
Jackson Guenzler-Soda for 
the championship, winning 
by tech fall (20-4) in 3:39.

Six takedowns and a 
2-point nearfall and Leonard 
punched his ticket back to 
state, where he took fourth 
at 165 in his debut in 2024.  

“It was a familiar oppo-

nent. He’s a more difficult 
kid to pin, so if I can’t get 
the pin, I’m going to go for 
the tech fall,” Leonard said 
of facing Guenzler-Soda. 
“So my strategy was to just 
keep cutting him and get the 
takedowns.”

Now comes the final 
weekend of the season, the 
one Leonard has been wait-
ing for since losing 15-3 to 
eventual state champ Liam 
Crook of Kaukauna in last 
year’s state semifinals.

Leonard then suffered 
a 3-2 loss to Pewaukee’s 
Caleb Cady in the third-
place match.

He’s ready to get back to 
the Kohl Center and try and 
make it into the finals this 
time around.

“Every tournament, I’ve 
got the Kohl Center in the 
back of my mind,” he said 
of prepping for this moment. 
“It’s my goal every year to 
make it to state, but ulti-
mately it’s to win state, so 
I’ve got a job to finish.”

Sarbacker thinks Leonard 
is capable of doing just that.

“Everybody’s ready to 
win, but not everybody’s 
ready to do the work and 
to grind and to go to war,” 
Sarbacker said. “He’s spent 
every day getting ready for 
this weekend. I guarantee 
you he’s put in the work.

“This is what he wants to 
do — this is his dream — 
and he’s put in the time. I 
think he’s got a shot. I think 
he’s got a really good shot.”

Mount Horeb/Barneveld 
had six sectional qualifiers 
in all, a list that in addition to 
Maier and Leonard included 
Dawson Bell (126 pounds), 
Nic Burreson (132), Timmy 
Kruse (138) and Levi Maier 
(190).

Among them, Sarbacker 
said he hoped Kruse might 
be able to make a run and 
make it through to state.

But it wasn’t to be, as 
the junior lost by technical 
fall in the opening round 
to Madison East’s Silas 
Hunter, who went on to fin-
ish second.

“Unfortunately it’s sec-
tional time and you’ve got 
to put it all together,” Sar-
backer said. “Today wasn’t 
his day, but he’ll be back 
next year.”

All in all, Saturday was a 
success for MHB’s emerg-
ing program.

“Good day,” Sarbacker 
said. “We got two kids to 
the state tournament. I was 
hoping for a few more, but 
our top guys wrestled really 

well. We’re ready for the 
next stage.”

    MOUNT HOREB 
         RESULTS
132 — Nic Burreson (13-

19) place is unknown and 
scored 0.0 team points.

• Championship Bracket 
- Cooper Feiner (DeFor-
est) 32-18 won by fall over 
Burreson (Fall 2:31)

138 — Timmy Kruse 
(19-19) place is unknown 
and scored 0.0 team points.

• Championship Bracket - 
Silas Hunter (Madison East) 
41-14 won by tech fall over 
Kruse (TF-1.5 3:37 (18-2))

165 — Eli Maier (44-1) 
placed 1st and scored 20.5 
team points.

• Championship Bracket – 
Maier won by tech fall over 
Benjamin Gore (Sun Prairie 
West) 18-22 (TF-1.5 1:56 
(22-4)

• Championship Bracket - 
Maier won by decision over 
Finn Grauwels (Middleton) 
41-4 (Dec 7-3)

• 1st Place Match - Maier 
won by major decision over 
Xavier Denman (Monona 
Grove/McFarland) 37-13 
(MD 9-0)

175 — Eli Leonard (45-
0) placed 1st and scored 
23.0 team points.

• Championship Bracket 
- Leonard won by tech fall 
over Kenyan Harper (Madi-
son East) 29-22 (TF-1.5 
1:40 (15-0)

• Championship Bracket 
- Leonard won by injury 
default over Reese Miller 
(Middleton) 11-5 (Inj. 0:00)

• 1st Place Match – Leon-
ard won by tech fall over 
Jackson Guenzler-Soda (Ve-
rona Area) 45-10 (TF-1.5 
3:39 (20-4)

190 — Levi Maier (21-
21) place is unknown and 
scored 0.0 team points.

• Championship Bracket - 
Luke Rux (Monona Grove/
McFarland) 36-7 won by 
tech fall over Maier ( (TF-
1.5 3:23 (21-6).

  GIRLS
Also making it to the next 

stage for MH-B is Amelia 
Soltis, who won the cham-
pionship at 165 pounds at 
Friday night’s girls sec-
tional tournament in Prairie 
du Chien.

Soltis, who’s now 37-3, 
won by technical fall (18-3) 
over Waunakee’s Ellie Len-

zendorf in the finals in 2:51 
after also winning by tech 
fall (17-2) over Reedsburg’s 
Makayla Mittelstaedt with 
24 seconds left in the match 
in the semis.

She pinned Myrikal John-
son of La Crosse Logan in 
52 seconds in the opening 
round.

Meanwhile, MHB’s So-
phie Baum took third at 126 
pounds and Sofia Serate 
took fourth at 152.

Baum pinned Madison 
West’s Maya Assad in 3:52 
in the third-place match but 
got pinned by Richland Cen-
ter’s Madalynn Mueller in 
the wrestleback for second 
place, thus missing out on a 
trip to state. 

126 — Sophie Baum (28-
17) placed 3rd and scored 
14.0 team points.

• Championship Bracket 
- Baum won by fall over 
Maddy Townsend (Kicka-
poo/La Farge/Youth In.) 
20-16 (Fall 3:26)

• Championship Bracket 
- Dealya Collins (Mineral 
Point) 30-2 won by tech fall 
over Baum (TF-1.5 2:08 
(15-0)

• 3rd Place Match - Baum 
won by fall over Maya 
Assad Thompson (Madison 
West) 24-7 (Fall 3:52)

• 2nd Place Match - Ma-
dalynn Mueller (Richland 
Center) 33-12 won by fall 
over Baum (Fall 4:45)

152 — Sofia Serate (12-
18) placed 4th and scored 
8.0 team points.

•	 C h a m p i o n s h i p 
Bracket - Serate won by fall 
over Lorelai Young (Kicka-
poo/La Farge/Youth In.) 
8-11 (Fall 3:18)

•	 C h a m p i o n s h i p 
Bracket - Sophia Burr (Lan-
caster) 21-14 won by fall 
over Serate (Fall 0:55)

•	 3rd Place Match - 
Liliana Ferris (Verona Area) 
25-16 won by tech fall over 
Serate (TF-1.5 2:33 (19-1)

165 — Amelia Soltis (37-
3) placed 1st and scored 
23.0 team points.

• Championship Bracket 
- Soltis won by fall over 
Myrikal Johnson (La Crosse 
Logan/Cen.) 11-14 (Fall 
0:52)

• Championship Bracket 
- Soltis won by tech fall 
over Makayla Mittelstaedt 
(Reedsburg Area) 27-10 
(TF-1.5 5:36 (17-2))

• 1st Place Match - Soltis 
won by tech fall over Ellie 
Lenzendorf (Waunakee) 
41-10 (TF-1.5 2:51 (18-3).

WRESTLING
continued from page 15

Mount Horeb sophomore Eli Leonard finished in first place 
at 175 pounds at the Waunakee Sectional. Photo courtesy of 
Mary Langenfeld
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MISCELLANEOUS
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-425-2108 today!
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-518-2155
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.
SPORTING GOODS
GUN SHOW: February 28-March 
1-2, 2025,  Waukesha Expo, 
1000 Northview RD. Waukesha, 
WI. Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm, 
Sun 9am-3pm $8 (Under 14 
FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677 
www.bobandrocco.com

TOWN OF 
PRIMROSE

NOTICE
The Town of Primrose 

Board of Supervisors meet-
ing for March, 2025, will be 
held on Monday, March 3rd, 
2025, at 8468 County Road 
A, Verona, WI beginning at 
7:30pm.  The agenda for this 
meeting will be posted at the 
Town Hall, Mount Vernon 
Auto, Primrose Church, and 
on the Town website.  A sum-
mary of the agenda will be 
available on the voice mes-
sage system at 608-832-
6660.
Publish: 2/27/25   WNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF PERRY

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
Perry Town Hall, 10084 CTH A.

7:00 PM

Teleconference - 425-585-6272       Access - 394-722-206  #

Discontinuance of Part of Moen Road

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, begin-
ning at 7:00 PM at the Perry Town Hall, prior to the monthly Town 
Board meeting, the Town Board will hold a Public Hearing on the 
proposed discontinuance of part of Moen Road as petitioned by 
James Gibson and Susan Medaris.  

Description: Moen Road – approximately .11 miles adjoining 
parcels 050631385009 and 050631390002 – at western road 
boundary, postal address 123 Drammen Valley Road. 

Mary L. Price, Clerk
mlprice@mhtc.net

Publish: 2/20/25, 2/27/25, 3/6/25 WNAXLP

TOWN OF PERRY 
LAND USE COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

Wednesday, March 5, 2025, 8:00 PM
Perry Town Hall, 10084 County Highway A 

Teleconference:  425-585-6272    access:  394-722-206   #
Agenda 

1. Call to Order.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – January 8, 2025.
3. Diane Erb, 1514 Sutter Rd – review revised CSM to rezone (2) 
lots from FP-35 to RR-4, site plans for residences and drive-
ways.*
4. Wayne & Millicent Brattrud, 1187 County Rd JG – zoning 
change for existing residence from FP-35 to RM-16. *
5. Doug & Linda Nelson, 9549 Lee Valley Rd – informal discus-
sion, site plan. 
6. Pending applications – review and discussion.
7. Schedule meetings.
8. Adjourn.

Stephanie Zwettler, Deputy Clerk
www.perry-wi.gov

A quorum of the Town Board may be present at this meeting. 
*Site views will be conducted at the Erb site on Saturday, March 

1, 2025, beginning at 8:30 AM, and at the Brattrud site at approx-
imately 9:15 AM. 
Publish: 2/27/25   WNAXLP

six attempts on the year. 
He knows he’s not a great 
shooter,” Nesheim said. “He 
spins it really well. It just 
barely gets over the rim, 
though.”

Griffin Hannah, a 6-3 se-
nior who also rarely scores, 
scored his only two points of 
the night for Mount Horeb’s 
next points, making it 26-23.

Then Kiel tied the game at 
26-all in more conventional 
fashion for him, attacking 
Spartans’ 6-8 sophomore Eli 
Krueger at the rim, getting 
him out of position and then 
getting a lay-up to fall while 
getting fouled for an and-one.

“In the locker room at half-
time we were talking about 
how they were all looking 
for blocks. I knew that, so I 
pump faked and got him to 
jump. And then I just went 
into him physical and trusted 
my strength,” Kiel said. 
“That’s all coaching.”

Manchester followed with 
an acrobatic lay-up to make it 
28-26, the Vikings’ first lead 
since the early going, and he 
scored the final three points 
of the run sandwiched around 
an equally acrobatic lay-up 
by 6-6 junior Hayden Ander-
son cutting to the basket.

Mount Horeb then stiff-
armed McFarland the rest 
of the way, allowing the 
Spartans to get within five 
on one occasion (at 33-28), 
six on another (43-37) and 
eight with 4:27 left (47-39) 
before slamming the door 
shut for the program’s first 
league championship since 
the 2018-19 season.

The Vikings have bigger 
goals in mind.

But this was the first one 
on their checklist, and no 
matter how the postseason 
plays out, they weren’t going 
to dismiss the difficulty of 
winning a conference title.

“Winning is hard. We told 
our guys that the other night,” 
said Nesheim, who now has 
four conference titles in 17 
years at the helm for the Vi-
kings. “We put a lot of time 
in, in season and out. It’s very 
rewarding.”

The dagger came with 
2:12 left when sophomore 
Alex Chapman drained an 
ill-advised — albeit wide 
open — 3-pointer from the 
left wing at a time when the 
Vikings were trying harder to 
burn time off the clock than 
they were to score.

“No, no no ... yes, yes yes. 
That’s exactly what I said,” 

Nesheim said. “That was 
probably the dagger.

“It was good to get to that 
position (to be able to ice 
the game). It didn’t look like 
it was going to go that way 
early, that’s for sure.”

Chapman had a big hand 
in helping the Vikings stay 
within striking range in the 
first half, scoring six of his 
nine in the game before the 
break.

His three made field goals 
in the first 18 minutes buoyed 
the Vikings’ shooting per-
centage from woeful to bad 
as they were 8-of-29 en route 
to the 24-18 halftime deficit.

“He’s been great for us all 
year. He certainly doesn’t 
play like a sophomore,” 
Manchester said of Chap-
man. “We’re going to keep 
needing him to do that and 
come up big for us.”

The Vikings missed their 
first six attempts of the night, 
then they closed the first half 
by missing their final six tries 
spanning a scoreless stretch 
of  4:35.  

But they defended well 
enough to be down only six, 
a more-than-manageable 
deficit considering they were 
confident their shooting woes 
wouldn’t continue.

“You’re going to have 
halves where you struggle 
to shoot a little bit, but 
we’ve put enough work in, 
and enough time in, where 
it’s going to catch back up 
to us and they start going 
in,” Chapman said. “Once 
one went in, the confidence 
started rolling in and  they 
started going in more.”

It happened fast after half-
time. And the defense didn’t 
subside, allowing for the big 
run that gave Mount Horeb 
firm control of the game.

“The message to my pro-
gram since I started is, ‘We 
hang our hat on our defense.’ 
We’ve got to be able to win 
42-40 games,” Nesheim said. 
“(Big) games are going to be 
grinders. Teams generally 
don’t shoot great in those en-
vironments, so you better be 
able to play ‘D.’ ”

Added Manchester: “At 
points it feels like offense 
wins, but this is a testament 
to what (defense) really does. 
It did win us the game today.”

In addition to being ter-
rific on defense all night, the 
Vikings were efficient, too. 
Mount Horeb fouled just 10 
times and put McFarland on 
the free throw line just once 

Josh Manchester scores during Mount Horeb’s 56-39 win 
over McFarland that clinched the Badger Small Conference 
title for the Vikings. Photo courtesy of Holly Stoenner

theless, never had a doubt.
Not early. Not losing by 

six at halftime. Not ever.
“I knew,” he said. “We 

weren’t going to lose that 
game.

“We couldn’t make a shot. 
But I knew, being only down 
six at (half) that we would 
pick it up.”

Did they ever.
The Vikings — ranked 

third in Division 2 in the 
WisSports.net coaches poll 
— wasted no time, either, 
opening the second half on a 
15-2 run to take a 33-26 lead 
with 12 minutes, 55 seconds 
remaining in the game.

“You’ve got to win the first 
three minutes in a game like 
that,” Mount Horeb coach 
Todd Nesheim said. “If 
you’re up big, it kind of sets 
the tone. If you’re down, if 
it’s close — no matter what 
the situation is — those first 
three minutes are going to 
maybe determine how the 
rest of the half goes. It was 
important. Good start.”

Mount Horeb’s second half 
surge was also sparked by the 
unlikeliest of players.

Chris Kiel, a 6-foot senior 
with a football player’s build 
who’s headed to college foot-
ball powerhouse North Da-
kota State, scored six of the 
first eight points in the run.

In that stretch alone he 
produced triple his season-
scoring average of just under 
2 points a game.

But Manchester wasn’t 
at all surprised Kiel came 
through.

“He’s a stud. He lives for 
those moments,” Manchester 
said of Kiel. “I knew he was 
going to step up. It was awe-
some to see.”

Kiel’s first three points of 
the night cut Mount Horeb’s 
deficit to 24-21 and  came via 
a line-drive 3-pointer from 
the right wing that barely 
cleared the front of the rim.

“I think a little bit too 
much weight lifting and not 
enough shooting kind of led 
to my line drive shot,” Kiel 
said. “But I’ve had that since 
I was young. It went in and 
got the momentum rolling a 
little bit. Not a ton of ‘em fall 
for me, so it’s nice to have.”

Kiel was wide open, so no 
fault there in terms of the at-
tempt.

But don’t count Nesheim 
among those who expected 
to see it go in.

“That’s the way he shoots 
it. That’s why he’s only got 

— for a second-half and-one 
that the Spartans failed to 
convert.

A big reason the Vikings 
were able to get going of-
fensively after halftime was 
the fact they attacked the rim 
better — challenging the 6-8 
Krueger and 6-9 senior Ben 
Forbes more.

“Their size I thought af-
fected our mindset a little 
bit, so we just challenged 
(our guys) to be aggressive,” 
Nesheim said.

Manchester was aggres-
sive in the first half, but he 
turned it up a notch in the 
second, settling for less from 
the perimeter and more from 
the paint.

Manchester, the state’s 
seventh-leading scorer (31.0 
points per game), had just 
seven before halftime. He 
scored 20 after that, with 
only three coming from be-
yond the arc.

“It got to a point in the sec-
ond half where he just kinda 
had his way,” Nesheim said. 
“He wasn’t getting that in the 
first half. He’d get to the lane 
and there’d be a wall there.

“In the second half he was 
able to get to the basket. So 
what changed? I don’t know. 
Whether it was a wear-down 
effect or whatever, but he did 
a really good job tonight.”

Mount Horeb certainly 
made McFarland work harder 
on defense in the second half, 
effectively winning time of 
possession by controlling the 
glass.

The Spartans were mostly 
limited to one chance after 
halftime, scoring just 15 
points.

Meantime, the opposite 
was true for the Vikings 
thanks to their offensive 
rebounding proficiency -- 
never more obvious than 
when Manchester canned a 
3-pointer from the right wing 
on his team’s third field goal 
try of the possession, making 
it 39-28 with 11:07 to go.

The junior did the lion’s 
share of the scoring in lead-
ing Mount Horeb to its first 
league title in six years.

“The last time I remember 
them winning, I was in sixth 
grade,” he said. “So it puts it 
in perspective.

“It’s awesome to finally get 
one in my high school career. 
But we’re not done — we’ve 
got a lot more goals we want 
to accomplish.”

• Mount Horeb 82, Por-

tage 26 — The Vikings raced 
to a 42-14 halftime lead and 
were never challenged on 
Feb. 21.

“This was a game where 
we expected to get the bench 
into the game and that’s 
exactly what happened,” 
Nesheim said. “We continue 
to do what we should do.”

Josh Manchester poured in 
28 points in just 22 minutes. 
Alex Chapman added nine 
points, while Nick Ibinger 
came off the bench and had 
nine points.

“In games against better 
teams, we have found ways 
to pull away and secure vic-
tories,” Nesheim said. “In 
games where there is a talent 
difference, we have beaten 
those teams soundly. 

“We have had very few 
disappointing moments 
throughout the season. Not 
all teams in our position can 
say that.”

Mount Horeb 56, McFarland 

39
McFarland ............ 24 15 — 39
Mount Horeb ....... 18 38 — 56
McFARLAND  — (fgm ftm-

fta pts) — Garrett Crull 4 0-0 10, 
Hayden Harrison 2 0-0 5, Kellen 
Peil 1 0-0 2, Eli Krueger 5 0-0 10, 
Mason Roe 2 0-1 5, Ben Forbes 3 
0-0 7. Totals: 17 0-1 39.

MOUNT HOREB — Kam 
Nesheim 1 0-0 3, Josh Manches-
ter 10 5-6 27, Chris Kiel 2 1-1 6, 
Hayden Anderson 1 0-0 2, Owen 
Aeschlimann 1 2-2 5, Zach Magu-
ire 1 0-0 2, Griffin Hannah 1 0-0 2, 
Alex Chapman 4 0-1 9. Totals: 21 
8-10 56.

3-pointers: McF 5 (Crull 2, Har-
rison 1, Roe 1, Forbes 1), MH 6 
(Nesheim 1, Manchester 2, Kiel 1, 
Aeschlimann 1, Chapman 1) . Total 
fouls: McF 14, MH 10.

BOYS BB
continued from page 15
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS: 

NOON THURSDAY
the week prior to publication.
For rates and deadline information for 
multiple paper insertion, please call 
(608) 767-3655 or email:
classifieds@fingerpub.com

Rate: $13.00 for up to 
10 words, additional words are 

30¢ each. Ads must be paid in 
advance by credit card by calling

608-767-3655; or at our central
office in Black Earth – 

Finger Publishing, Inc.,
1126 Mills St., Black Earth

LEAD
TEACHERS

$20/hr.
$21.50 after 90 days!

ASSISTANT
TEACHERS
$18/hr.
$19.50 after 90 days!

First Steps Childcare is HIRING!

IMMEDIATE $1,000
Sign-on Bonus

MORE INFORMATION
director@Immanuelmh.org • 608-218-4425

Immanuel’s First Steps Childcare Center
310 W. Main St, Mount Horeb

HOME HEALTHCARE PRO-
VIDER WANTED- weekend
and weekday mornings
available. Housekeeping/pers-
onal care. Good Pay. Cross
Plains area. Call for details.
608-798-4946

800 Compassion Way, Dodgeville, WI 53533 • 608.930.8000

Healthcare Employment Opportunities
Become a part of a growing and dynamic 

health care organization that was just named 
a TOP 100 Critical Access Hospital! We have a 
wonderful variety of employment opportunities 
available including:
• APNP or PA - FP 

Clinics
• Behavioral Health 

Therapist
• Dietitian - CDCES

To learn more about these and other great job opportunities, 
go to our website at: www.uplandhillshealth.org

• Directory 
of Business 
Development

• Insurance Billing 
Specialist

• Director of Quality 
Improvement

• Imaging 
Technologist

• Registered Nurses
• Social Worker 

(inpatient unit) 
• Clinic CMA or LPN

HELP WANTED Subscribe
Today!

Call: 608-767-3655

Put a Little 
Good News 
in Your Day!

Good.
Local.
News.

Your hometown newspaper is one of the best 
values around! Subscribe and save 

- just $49/year in Wisconsin!
Call 608.767.3655

or go to afnewspapers.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Want to Advertise? Call your local ad rep!
Lisa Kueter-Anderson

adsales12@fingerpub.com • 608-225-3738

Please patronize our 
advertisers throughout the 

year! When you
shop at a local business, you 
give back to your community!

title last week by improv-
ing to 13-0 in the league. 
Mount Horeb is looking to 
reach its first state tourna-
ment since 2015, when the 
Vikings won the state title.

The road certainly won’t 
be easy, though.

On Mount Horeb’s side 
of the bracket, Badger 
Large Conference co-leader 
Fort Atkinson is the No. 2 
seed, followed by Elkhorn, 
Stoughton, McFarland, Mil-
ton, Monona Grove, Mon-
roe, Jefferson, Madison 
Edgewood and Delavan-
Darien.

On the other side of the 
bracket, Brookfield Central 
— which dropped from Di-
vision 1 to Division 2 for the 
first time in school history 
this season — is the No. 1 
seed. Wauwatosa West, Mil-
waukee Lutheran and Sauk 
Prairie round out the top 
four seeds.

If Mount Horeb wins its 
playoff opener, it would host 
either Stoughton or McFar-
land in a regional final on 
March 8. Stoughton (15-8) 
has eliminated Mount Horeb 
from the postseason each of 
the last three seasons, while 
McFarland (15-8) currently 
sits in second place in the 
Badger Small.

While either opponent 
would be extremely chal-

lenging, Mount Horeb went 
2-0 against both teams this 
year.

“The shoe is kind of on 
the other foot right now,” 
Nesheim said of potentially 
facing Stoughton. “That 
would be interesting.

“And McFarland, we just 
beat them at our place last 
week. So we’ll see what 
happens.”

If the seeds hold true to 
form, Mount Horeb would 
face Fort Atkinson (15-7) 
in a sectional semifinal on 
March 13. That game is 
currently scheduled to be 
played in Elkhorn, but could 
be moved if it reduces travel 
time for the two teams.

The sectional final is 
March 15, where Brookfield 
Central and Wauwatosa 
West — who are both tied 
for the lead in a primarily 
Division 1 Greater Metro 
Conference — are the fa-
vorites to emerge. That 
game is currently scheduled 
to be played in Baraboo, but 
could also be moved to a 
more central location.

“Overall, I feel really 
good,” Nesheim said. “De-
fensively, we’re pretty 
locked in and playing to-
gether. Offensively, we’ve 
seen about every kind of de-
fense you can see, so we’ll 
be ready for whatever is 
thrown at us. Now, we’ve 
just got to go and play.”

SEEDS
continued from page 15

Adams Friendship Times-Reporter .................................. Noon Wednesday, the week prior to publication
Post Messenger Recorder .................................................. 11 am Thursday, the week prior to publication
Star News ............................................................................Noon Thursday, the week prior to publication
Mount Horeb Mail .................................................................1 pm Thursday, the week prior to publication
Times-Tribune ...................................................................... 2 pm Thursday, the week prior to publication
Home News ..........................................................................2 pm Thursday, the week prior to publication
Marquette County Tribune ....................................................... 10 am Friday, the week prior to publication
Reedsburg Independent .......................................................... 10 am Friday, the week prior to publication

Thank you in advance for getting your notices to us in a timely manner. Please email your notices to:
legals@fingerpub.com

NOTE: Legal notices submitted after deadline will be scheduled for the next available publication date. 
EARLY DEADLINES will apply for postal holiday weeks. Watch for updates.

EFFECTIVE ON ALL LEGAL NOTICES PUBLISHED IN THESE PUBLICATIONS
LEGAL NOTICE DEADLINES

Chris Kiel (4) and Mount Horeb’s boys basketball team are the No. 1 seed in their half of the Baraboo Sectional. Photo courtesy 
of Holly Stoenner
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