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 THROUGH  JOURNALISM
TRUTH

The plan commission ap-
proved a rezoning request 
from JT Klein Properties for 
two residential buildings on 

Perimeter Road at its July 
meeting, with commission-
ers sharing mixed opinions 
on the density of the build-
ings. 

Daniel Afable, a develop-

ment designer with JT Klein, 
said the first building would 
have 49 units at market rate, 
and the second building 
would have 40 units, and be 
senior affordable housing. 

Afable said the affordable 
housing building is financed 
through Wisconsin Housing 
and Economic Development 
Authority tax credits for the 
next 30 years, and the devel-

oper hopes the building can 
stay affordable after that. 

Commissioners said they 
were excited to see the up-
dated plan and the proposal 

School board 
hears 

referendum 
updates

The Mount Horeb Area 
School District (MHASD)  
board of education heard 
updates on the referendum 
project, explored the new 
district website, discussed 
the upcoming budget hear-
ing and approved 135 
Chromebooks for purchase.

Referendum Updates
The board kept their regu-

lar appointment with Bray 
Architects on the referen-
dum projects.

They are about halfway 
through the primary center 
design and have just begun 
the designs for district wide 
improvements.

Bray Architects presented 
their first color rendering of 
the primary center addition 
to the board, with preposed 

continued on page 6

By Abigail Leavins
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Village plan commission 
okays 89 apartments for 

former Karakahl site

continued on page 6

Nic Owen, the Village 
Administrator, welcomed 
the attendees and introduced 
three employees of JSD, the 
planning and landscape ar-
chitecture firm hired for the 
Lukken property park de-

sign. JSD has multiple loca-
tions with the nearest office 
in Verona. Lori Vierowa and 
Sarah Dreir are both land-
scape architects from its Des 
Plaines IL office.  Joshua 
Donaldson, a landscape ar-
chitect, is also an Urban and 
Regional planner. 

Vierowa and Dreir pre-

sented the second commu-
nity meeting on Tuesday, 
July 29th, offering two time 
slots for residents to view 
the two concept plans via 
a power point.  Both plans 
were based on the wants and 
needs of the residents who 
attended the first community 
session or completed an on-

line survey indicating items 
of importance. Attendees 
voted/commented on ballots 
after the presentation and 
Q&A sessions.

150 residents attended 
the first meeting.  The com-
bined total of the second 
meeting on Tuesday was 
approximately 80 residents.  

Although both concepts of 
Phase 1 for the park have 
many similarities, there are 
a few differences, including 
estimated costs.

Entrances to the park will 
be from both Hwy 78, using 
the current frontage road, 
and Cty Rd S.  The frontage 

Lukken Property Park concept 
design more than doubled in size

“Living this artistic life is hard, dirty work that brings joy 
and fulfillment beyond measure. I am so grateful to have 
the gift of my work,” says artist Nana Schowalter. Read more 
about her and her work on page 2. Photo by Matt Geiger

Local artist’s 
work displayed at 

Monona Terrace

By Cathy Scott
Mount Horeb Mail

By Aynsley Hoelscher
Mount Horeb Mail

Budget 
meeting is 
on Monday

Front Row (L to R) - Otto Kerl, Jamie Baumeister, Tim Killinger, Tom Shay, Nick Olday, Mitch Sutter, Jeremy Krantz; Second Row - Duane 
Hellenbrand, Cameron Sevilla, Grace Volden, Clifton Syvrud, Mason Schauf, Layla Havens, Zelma Marohn, Romy Ginther, Tom Bergan, Bob 
James; Third Row - Nora Helgesen, Lori Burns, Anaveja Burns-Blizzard, Dylan Copus, James Zwettler, Callaway Deegan, Jack Zwettler, Jesse 
Schauf, Orion Lipska; Back Row - Jordan Hollfelder, Matthew Mahoney, Jack Davis, Easton Jenson, Mason Balousek, Kaden Serna, Cayden 
Slaney, Logan Schwoerer, Micah Jenson, Quinn Killinger. The trip took place June 15-22. Read all about the trip on page 9.

Students find adventure in Canadian wilderness
continued on page 6



BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 2025
MAZOMANIE WISCONSIN

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
Westland Promenade, 
Downtown Mazomanie

TICKETS

FEATURING

7pm Becky Buller
5pm Liam Purcell  
& Cane Mill Road

3pm Monroe Crossing

1pm Rucksack 
Revolution

11am SpareTime 
Bluegrass Band,  

They Talk TOO Much

gandydancerfestival.org

Gandy Dancer is an accessible event (parking, access)!

1:30-3pm Bluegrass Jam with Liam Purcell
3:30-4:30pm Songwriting Masterclass 

with Becky Buller
12-3pm  Crafts & Activities with the Black Earth Children’s 

Museum

 Mini Train Rides with the Cross Plains Lions Club

12-4pm  Insect, Bug, and Butterfly Exhibit with Dan Capps

PLUS:
Local Food & Beverages

Craft Fair

Midwest Microcar Museum
Mazomanie Historical Society
Visit Downtown Businesses

Local sculptor Nana 
Schowalter recently had her 
work selected for “Art on 
the Rooftop,” a free exhibit 
of public sculpture in the 
William T. Evjue Rooftop 
Gardens at Monona Terrace. 
The sculpture, “Pagoda,” 
was inspired by the spirit 
houses of Thailand and elab-
orate pagodas of Asia. 

The exhibit began as an 
outdoor pilot project in 2014 
to help showcase the rooftop 
as another “must see” Madi-
son destination. It has since 
become an annual program 
with artwork changing each 
year, and being selected is a 
significant honor. 

“I saw the call for artists 
for the ‘Art on the Roof-
top’ and on a whim decided 
to apply. This is a national 
competition, juried by the 
Madison Arts Commission,” 
said Schowalter. “Four art-
ists pieces are chosen for 
the rooftop exhibit May-
November 2025, and one 
piece for the MLK entrance 
to Monona Terrace. I had 
several larger scale pieces 

available for submission.”
“One never assumes their 

work will be chosen, but 
on the slim chance it was, 
delivery and installation is 
only an hour away so I ap-
plied,” she explained. “It’s 
an honor to be included in 
this exhibit at such a beau-
tiful location overlooking 
the Wisconsin state capitol 
building and Lake Monona.”

Schowalter pointed out 
that interestingly, “Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s design pro-
cess was greatly inspired by 
the art of Japan, so ‘Pagoda’ 
is in good company.”

Schowalter’s art fea-
tures metal spirals, circles, 
scrolls, water symbols, and 
botanical references, and the 
pieces “record a continuing 
relationship with technical 
skill and design.” Inspired 
by nature and the images of 
ancient cultures from around 
the world, each new series is 
inspired by previous works, 
over decades of design evo-
lution, she said. 

Working out of her rural 
workshop, Schowalter spe-
cializes in hot forged and 
fabricated steel sculpture.

Mild steel arrives on a 
semitruck in 20-foot lengths 
of square, round, flat, pipe 
and square tubing. “This is 
my three dimensional pal-
ette,” she said. “To cut, mix, 
heat, hammer, bend, shape, 
weld, grind, sandblast, and 
paint objects ranging from 
functional to sculptural.”

“Working from the initial 
mental image of the piece 
and a quick sketch, the de-
sign process happens live 
on a layout table using fin-
ished dimensions as a siz-
ing framework,” the artist 
explained. “The pieces are 
composed with steel ele-
ments and an intuitive eye 
for composition to com-
plete the idea. Working in 
small editions of three to 
five pieces of the same de-
sign, efficient repetitious 
production of design ele-
ments allow for a collection 
of work to be finished in a 
variety of color choices.”

Schowalter said she in-
spired by a vast constellation 
of things, from the natural 
world to the generations of 
artists that came before her. 

“I am inspired by images 
of ancient cultures before 
development of written lan-
guage,” she mused. “I had 
an excellent art professor in 
college who taught a vibrant 
group of students to trust our 
creative processes and learn 
the techniques to build our 
sculptures. There have been 
many blacksmiths, men and 
women, who have been 
generous with their time 
and skills who have taught 
technique and inspired my 
work. To anyone interested 
in learning basis forging 
skills, I offer ‘Blacksmith-
ing for Beginners’ classes at 
my blacksmith shop, by ap-
pointment.”

Schowalter lives 10 miles 
west of New Glarus and has 
worked the original Post-
ville Blacksmith Shop for 
more than 30 years. When 
asked what initially brought 
her to the area, she answers: 
“College and love.”

“I earned my Bachelor’s 
and Master of Fine Art de-
grees in Madison,” she said. 
“While there, I met my soul 

mate of 40 years. He lived 
here, so I stayed here. The 
driftless area of Wisconsin 
is an enchanting, beautiful, 
seasonally exciting area that 
offers natural inspiration 
and a continually restorative 
environment. I love it here.”

Schowalter’s current work 
includes two collections en-
titled “Magic Objects” and 
“Garden Spirits.” 

“The inspiration for these 
pieces comes from contem-
plation and research about 
symbols and objects of an-
cient cultures,” she said. “I 
am most interested in the 
images left to us before the 
development of written lan-

guage, for these symbols 
carry us back to the earli-
est desire to communicate 
through form. The ancients 
did not by definition make 
art, but rather made objects 
that symbolized their con-
nection to each other and 
their world. I am intrigued 
by the power of those ob-
jects that served as func-
tional and sacred reliquary 
for ritual and celebration.  
Today, I find it important to 
have inspirational objects 
that give us pause and a 
sense of joyful wonder.”

Schowalter believes that 
the technique of hot forg-
ing never gets old because 
it “continuously presents 

new problem solving chal-
lenges.” 

“To envision a shape and 
figure out how to make the 
metal move to achieve that 
shape is exciting and satis-
fying. I started with machine 
shop and welding classes 
for basic fabricating skills,” 
she said. “When first learn-
ing about blacksmithing, I 
watched and worked with 
my husband, Bob Berg-
man. Forging was taught 
by watching other smiths 
demonstrate their skills and 
processes, and then practic-
ing back at your shop. Like 
most things in life, practice 
and repetition are the best 
teachers. 

Nana Schowalter, a member of the Mount Horeb Area 
Arts Association, was selected for Art on the Rooftop

By Matt Geiger
Mount Horeb Mail

Sculptor Nana Schowalter at work in her studio. Find out more at nanaschowalter.
com.  Photo by Matt Geiger. 
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140 Years Ago-
Aug. 5, 1885 
The largest freight of the 

season rolled through east-
ward last Friday, with 41 
boxcars in one  train. 

Where friends once lov-
ing, now refuse to speak, the 
world in sadness stops and 
weeps. 

At this writing J.P. Moe 
is re-painting the post-office 
boxes and otherwise im-
proving their good  looks. 

Mrs. W. W. Curtis is visit-
ing friends at Reedsburg for 
a couple of weeks, and Walt 
looks lost. 

A young lady registered 
at the Mt. Horeb House 
Sunday eve, and intends to 
become a regular  boarder at 
the usual rates. 

Ole Sundom residing at 
East Mt. Horeb has been 
troubled of late by some 
sneak who persists  in steal-
ing the milk from his cows. 
He has an idea who the par-
ties are and will make it 
warm for  them if caught in 
the act. 

130 Years Ago-
Aug. 8, 1895 
The Mount Horeb Build-

ing and Manufacturing Co. 
builds the new residence for 
Mrs. Oberg. 

Thompson’s wild cherry 
phosphate for sale at Pas-
key’s restaurant. The most 
delicious beverage  known. 
A 25¢ bottle makes 16 
quarts. A trial glass given 
free. When once used you 
cannot keep  house without 
it. Procure a bottle at once. 

Gunhild Maria Maanem 
died last Sunday, at the age 
of fourteen and a half years. 
Like her father  and brother 
who have died within the 
last fourteen months, she 
was a victim for the grim  
consumption. It is  a trying 
time for Mrs. Manum, this 
time it was her only daugh-
ter who was  snatched away. 

This evening Lars H. 
Fykerud will give his last 
concert at this place before 
his return to his  mother 
country, Norway. He wishes 
to announce that after the 
concert he wishes to speak 
a few  parting words to his 
many friends among his 
countrymen here.

120 Years Ago-
Aug. 3, 1905 
John Stuckey is back to 

Daleyville and is again con-
nected up on the Mt. Horeb 
telephone line, 

No. 74, his ring being two 
short and one long. 

After a sickness covering 
a period of several months 
and the infirmities of old 
age, Onon B.  Dahle passed 
away at this home here 
Monday morning, retain-
ing a wonderful clearness 
of  mind up to the last mo-
ments. The death of his wife 
last February left him in a 
melancholy  condition. The 
loss of his devoted wife was 
to him a shock he was un-
able to withstand. 

In 1850 he went to Cali-
fornia to try his luck in the 
gold fields and was success-
ful, returning to  Wisconsin 
in 1853, having endured un-
told hardship and suffering. 
He enjoyed the reputation of  

being an upright man, his 
word as good as his note. He 
accumulated a larger fortune 
by  economy and good busi-
ness judgment. 

F.N. Knorr has traded his 
butcher shop at this place to 
Sam Martin for the Mounds, 
containing  over 460 acres. 
The transfer of property will 
take place Dec. 1st. 

Tore Fosshage left Mon-
day for Oshkosh to attend 
an undertakers’ convention 
and submit  himself to the 
examination to obtain the 
embalmer’s license required 
by  the new law passed by  
the last legislature. 

 

110 years Ago-
Aug. 6, 1915 
There is a movement on 

foot to have  all shade trees 
removed that are outside of 
the sidewalks  on the street 
where the  ornamental lights 
are to be placed. 

Mrs. H. Haakenis and 
Mrs. H.H. Stugard were in 
Madison last Saturday to 
visit their brother, 

Henry Rue who is at the 
Mendota hospital. They 
found him well but noticed 
a change in his  appearance 
and manners, he was quite 
meek and admitted that he 
did not appreciate his lib-
erty  and the privileges he 
enjoyed before being com-
mitted to the institution, he 
was exceedingly glad  to see 
his sisters and broke down 
in tears several times during 
their visit, which was some-
thing  unusual with Henry. 

Philip Quiglley of Riley 
is quite poorly, he refuses to 
take medicine. 

People living near Pine 
Bluff report that they lost 
Saturday nights sleep hear-
ing autos and buggies going 
to and from saloons, appar-

ently from Springdale and 
Blue Mounds laying in a 
supply of wet groceries. 

A stray pig was washed 
into Happy Hollow by 
Sunday night’s flood and 
it made itself at home and 
breakfasted with the D. F. 
Kelliher’s pigs. Owner may 
have this animal by calling 
at the Dan Kellihers and 
proving property.

Ella Laning and her sister 
Geneva were out attending 
to the selling of their lot and 
house here on Tuesday. The 
lot, 50-ft. front was sold to 
Peter Heuser for $525 with-
out building.

100 Years Ago-
Aug. 4, 1925
They were shut out, out in 

the cruel, cold world. This 
was the fate of the Alley 
Rats when they played the 
Sluggers last Tuesday eve-
ning, in what has been con-
ceded to be the fastest game 
of the season. The best part 
of it is that the Rats were 
loaded for bear, with all the 
young college, high school, 
and village stars available. 
But their hopes were shat-
tered in the very first inning.

The members of the kit-
ten ball teams are so proud 
of themselves that they have 
had our local artist Tom 
Brown draw their portraits. 
As it would be too much 
work to do each player  sep-
arately the work has been 
done in four groups and they 
are on display in local busi-
nesses.

We have been informed 
by Mr. Greenwaldt of the 
West End Transportation C 
o. Inc., that they have sold 
their busses and business to 
the Mohawk Line of Min-
neapolis. The Mohawk 
company is a large concern 

operating many buses in 
several states.

Ladies! Next week Miss 
Betty Fierce of Boston 
will be here to give Facial 
Massages, and advice on 
the care of skin, hair scalp, 
neck, arms and hands. By 
appointment only at Robert-
shaws Drug Store, the Rex-
all Store.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Ja-
cobson of this city are enjoy-
ing a three or four months 
business trip through North 
Dakota, where Mr. Jacobson 
has business for the Avery 
Co. 

The Elvers Cheese fac-
tory in Vermont which is 
being erected to replace the 
one which recently burned 
down will soon be ready for 
operation.

90 Years Ago-
Aug. 8, 1935
Nortie Espeseth, assistant 

janitor at the local schools, 
was injured Wednesday 
morning when cranking the 
power mower at the school. 
He was taken to a Madison 
hospital by Dr. A.S. Thomp-
son and X-rays showed that 
the cheekbone had been 
fractured when the crank 
slipped and hit him in the 
face.

The Strand Theatre has 
been leased to Mr. Miller 
of Milwaukee, who will re-
open the place as soon as his 
equipment is brought here.

H.C. Reinke of Dod-
geville has rented a store-
room in the National Hotel 
building where he will oper-
ate a harness shop.

60 Years Ago-
Aug. 5, 1965
Norway Basin has been 

changed to Tyrol Basin, it 
was announced by Sanford 
Stevenson, the ski area’s 
owner and operator. The 
name Tyrol was taken from 
an area, which is part of the 
Austrian Alps, famous ski 
country and site of the re-
cent winter Olympics.

On Saturday, July 31 at 
4:00 pm, Miss Helen Muel-
ler, Appleton, became the 
bride of Willis H. Martin-
son, Mount Horeb. 

Edmond Birrenkott, 57, 
died Friday, July 30, 1965 
in a Madison Hospital from 
burns received in a car-truck 
collision Monday, July 26 
near Wisconsin Heights on 
Hwy. 14. 

50 Years Ago-
Aug. 7, 1975
All of the stolen drugs 

and goods from Bert’s Drug 
Store have been recovered 
and returned to owner Bert 
Hrubesky.

The Gonstead airstrip, 
located on the south end of 
town by the C.S. Gonstead 
residence, was the scene of 
the plane crash last Friday, 
Aug. 1 at about noon when 
Carol Wagner of Minne-
apolis, Minn. lost control of 
her small engine craft after 
attempting to land on the 
airstrip. She was treated for 
minor cuts and abrasions 
and released from a Madi-
son hospital.

40 Years Ago-
Aug. 8, 1985
Dr. Ellen Meister, Direc-

tor of Instruction for the 
DeForest School District 
has been chosen to replace 
Richard Peterson as Mount 
Horeb’s School District Ad-
ministrator. 

Julie M. Herger was 
among the candidates com-
peting for the title of Miss 
Teen of Wisconsin. 

20 Years Ago-
Aug. 11, 2005
Donald H. Olday, 81, 

passed away on Thursday, 
Aug. 4, 2005 at Meriter Park 
Hospital, Madison. 

Dave Becker and Don 
Bender were awarded 25-
year membership pins at the 
Mount Horeb Rotary Club 
weekly meeting. 

Gleanings
By Barb Johnson

Mount Horeb Mail

Landmarks Foundation
Annual Fundraiser

District #1 District #1 
SchoolhouseSchoolhouse

110 N. 2nd St.110 N. 2nd St.
Mount HorebMount Horeb

Pie Auction • Ice Cream Social • Band Concert
Thursday, August 7 – Starting at 5:30 pm

If weather dictates, the event will be inside the schoolhouse, so come rain or shine.
Bring a lawn chair if you choose.  All proceeds will go toward the continuing restoration

and maintenance of the Schoolhouse and the Landmarks programs. 

The Ice Cream Social – 5:30 to 6:30 pm
Band Concert – 5:45 pm • The Annual Pie Auction – 6:30 pm

Available for purchase: Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Chips, 
Brownies, Ice Cream, Beverages

SUPPORT YOUR
HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER!

Advertising locally gets
business to your door!

Call 608-767-3655 TODAY!
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SERVICE
RITCHIE IMPLEMENT, INC.
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Scott’s Custom Services
Scrap Metal Pickup

Junk Vehicles • Batteries • Appliances

Scott Shelstad • Owner • Mt. Horeb
Please leave a Message

608-279-4227
Will Pick up all types of metal.

Gov. Evers won’t seek another term
Governor Tony Evers re-

cently announced he will not 
seek another term. Evers has 
been Wisconsin’s governer 
since unseating Scott Walker 
in 2018. He was previously 
the state’s superintendent of 
public instruction. 

While a vast field of Re-
publicans and Democrats 
get ready to jostle for the 
state’s top seat, some local 
elected officials issued state-
ments about Evers’ tenure. 

“I want to extend my 
deepest gratitude to Gov-
ernor Tony Evers for his 
decades of dedicated ser-
vice to the people of Wis-
consin,” said Dane County 
Executive Melissa Agard. 

“For six years as Governor 
and ten years before that 
as our State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Tony 
Evers has led with integrity, 
compassion, and an unshak-
able commitment to doing 
what is best for kids, fami-
lies, communities, and our 
local governments. His lead-
ership has strengthened our 
schools, protected access 
to reproductive and health 
care, supported working 
families, and helped guide 
our state through some of 
the most challenging mo-
ments in recent history.”

“I respect Governor 
Evers for the honesty he has 
brought to public service 

throughout his career. I have 
no doubt he will continue 
to contribute his experience 
and voice to the values and 
priorities we share here in 
Wisconsin,” she added. “On 
behalf of Dane County, I 
thank Governor Evers and 
First Lady Kathy Evers for 
their service, their kindness, 
and their partnership. I wish 
them all the best in the next 
chapter.”

“I would like to express 
my heartfelt gratitude to 
Tony Evers for his decades 
of public service to the 
State of Wisconsin, both as 
an educator and elected of-
ficial. Throughout his ten-
ure as Governor, Evers has 

led with dignity, persever-
ance, and integrity – values 
that resonate strongly in 
Dane County,” added Dane 
County Board Chair Patrick 
Miles. “Despite facing con-
tinuous uphill battles in the 
State Legislature, Evers has 
always worked to find solu-
tions that improve the lives 
of all Wisconsinites. The 
State of Wisconsin is strong 
and continues to progress 
thanks to Evers’ steadfast 
and thoughtful leadership. 
I wish Governor Evers and 
his wife, Kathy, all the best 
as they embark on this next 
chapter of their lives.”

U.S. Senator Tammy 
Baldwin also weighed in. 

“Wisconsin is lucky to 
have had Tony Evers  lead-
ing our state,” said Bald-
win. “He has always put 
Wisconsin – and Wiscon-
sin’s children – first, and we 
will continue to see those 
benefits for generations 
to come. The Governor’s 
commitment to every kid’s 
education, our teachers, and 
public schools will undoubt-
edly shape our future for the 
better and be a cornerstone 
of his legacy. His steady 
hand led us through a once-
in-a-generation pandemic, 
and Wisconsin came out 
the other side with a strong 
economy, record low unem-
ployment, and a strong sense 

of community that bonds us 
all.”

“Tony embodies the best 
of the Wisconsin way – he 
knows what is right and is 
willing to fight for it, but is 
level-headed, Midwestern 
nice, and always willing to 
bridge divides if it’s right 
for our state. The Gover-
nor faced tough headwinds 
to progress, but it never 
stopped him. I am grateful 
to call Tony a friend and am 
‘jazzed as hell’ to see what 
comes next for him and 
Kathy. Thank you for all you 
have done for Wisconsin, 
Tony,” Baldwin said. 

DHS Reports First Case of Measles in Wisconsin This Year

June 12,  2025

Benson,  Herwine , 29, 
Barneveld, WI, OPERA-
TION W/O REQUIRED 
LAMPS LIGHTED $86.2

Cooper,  Angela L, 52, 
Dodgeville, WI, OPERAT-
ING AFTER SUSPENSION 
$124

Haag,  Colin R, 16, Mount 
Horeb, WI, Failure to yield 
right of way $111.4

Hornby-jacobs,  Jesse W, 
21, Blue Mounds, WI, OP-

ERATING W/O PROOF OF 
INSURANCE $10

Miller,  Travis M, 49, 
Mount Horeb, WI, ANI-
MAL AT LARGE $187

Quiahua Gonzalez,  Os-
valdo , 28, Mount Horeb, 
WI, FAIL/OBEY TRAFFIC 
SIGN/SIGNAL-WORK 
AREA $136.6

Stehr,  Frances M, 56, 
West Allis, WI, OPERAT-
ING AFTER SUSPENSION 
$124

June 26,  2025

Erb,  Alysa B, 20, Mount 
Horeb, WI, FAIL/STOP AT 
STOP SIGN $98.8

Evans,  Megan A, 25, Mil-
waukee, WI, SPEEDING 
ON EXPRESSWAY (11-15 
MPH) $124

Fitzgerald,  Brian D, 29, 
Madison, WI, POSSESS 
DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 
$187

Fitzgerald,  Brian D, 29, 
Madison, WI, POSSES-

SION OF THC (FORFEI-
TURE) $187

Gomez,  Daniela C, 29, 
Fitchburg, WI, OPERAT-
ING W/O PROOF OF IN-
SURANCE10

Graham,  Jameson M, 
23, Mount Horeb, WI, EX-
CEEDING SPEED ZONES,  
ETC. (11-15 MPH) $98.8

Klarer,  Jolene R, 40, 
Mount Horeb, WI, POS-
SESS DRUG PARAPHER-
NALIA $187

Matulock,  Miceal L, 47, 
Hicksville, NY, SPEEDING 
ON EXPRESSWAY (20-24 
MPH) $98.8

Miles,  Crystal A, 43, 

Linden, WI, OPERATING 
AFTER SUSPENSION 
$124

Miles,  Crystal A, 43, 
Linden, WI, SPEEDING 
ON EXPRESSWAY (20-24 
MPH) $199.6

Miller,  Charlene M, 20, 
Oshkosh, WI, OPERATING 
AFTER SUSPENSION 
$124

Miller,  Charlene M, 20, 
Oshkosh, WI, OPERATE 
WITH CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE (1ST) $860

Palmore,  Daniella N, 
39, Mount Horeb, WI, 
NON-REGISTRATION OF 
AUTO,  ETC $98.8

Pochel,  Tucker C, 21, 
Cottage Grove, WI, SPEED-
ING ON EXPRESSWAY 
(11-15 MPH) $124

Post,  Lilliam M, 19, 
Mount Horeb, WI, EX-
CEEDING SPEED ZONES,  
ETC. (11-15 MPH) $98.8

Wadel,  Jeremiah J, 19, 
Highland, WI, SPEEDING 
ON EXPRESSWAY (16-19 
MPH), $136.6

June Pretrial

Briggs,  Logan J, 34, 
Mount Horeb, WI, RETAIL 
THEFT - INTENTION-
ALLY TAKE (<=$500) 
$240.85

The Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services (DHS) and 
Oconto County Public Health 
have confirmed nine cases of mea-
sles  in Oconto County. One case 
was confirmed through testing at 
the Wisconsin State Laboratory 
of Hygiene, with eight additional 
cases confirmed based on exposure 
and symptoms. All of the cases 
were exposed to a common source 
during out-of-state travel. No addi-
tional information will be released 
due to privacy laws. DHS, in co-
ordination with the Oconto County 
Public Health, is working to iden-
tify and notify people who may 
have been exposed to the measles 
virus. At this time no public points 
of exposure have been identified 
and the risk to the community re-
mains low.

Measles is a highly contagious 
disease that can be spread from 
person to person through the air 
and can stay in the air for two 
hours after a sick person coughs or 
sneezes. It is so contagious that if 
one person gets it, up to 90 percent 
of the people around them may 
also become infected if they are 
not vaccinated.

Symptoms of measles typically 
appear approximately 10 to 21 
days after exposure, and include:

Runny nose
High fever (may be greater than 

104°F)
Tiredness
Cough
Red, watery eyes, or conjunctivi-

tis (“pink eye”)
A red rash with raised bumps 

that starts at the hairline and 

moves to the arms and legs three 
to five days after symptoms begin

Measles can cause serious health 
complications, including pneumo-
nia, brain damage, and deafness, 
and can sometimes be deadly. One 
in four people who get measles in 
the United States will be hospital-
ized.

Anyone who develops symp-
toms of measles should stay home 
(not go to work, school, shop-
ping, or use public transportation) 
and  call their doctor’s office or 
clinic before visiting so they can 
take precautions to ensure other 
patients are not exposed to the 
virus.

Measles can be prevented with 
the measles, mumps, rubella vac-
cine (MMR). Two doses of the 
measles vaccine are 97% effec-

tive at preventing the disease. In 
general, people born before 1957 
are considered immune and do not 
need a vaccine. All other adults 
without laboratory evidence of 
immunity should have at least 
one dose of measles-containing 
vaccine, and children should 
have two doses. Find more infor-
mation about who should get a 
measles vaccine on the DHS mea-
sles webpage.

Parents and caregivers can check 
the Wisconsin Immunization Reg-
istry  or contact their health care 
provider or local health department 
to see if they or their child has 
been vaccinated to protect against 
measles.

Anyone who is not vaccinated 
against measles can still get vacci-
nated. Regular health care provid-

ers, local clinics and pharmacies, 
or local health departments can 
help determine what vaccines are 
needed. Get free, confidential as-
sistance finding a doctor or clinic 
by dialing 211. Anyone who is 
pregnant, has children under the 
age of 12 months, or is otherwise 
not able to receive the MMR vac-
cine can contact their doctor or 
community clinic for guidance. 
See the DHS  measles  webpage 
for more information on measles 
vaccines. Oconto County residents 
may contact Oconto County Public 
Health at 920-834-7000.

This is an ongoing investiga-
tion. Any updates will be posted to 
the DHS Outbreaks and Investiga-
tions page on their website. 

Court Report
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 7

   Caregiver Support Group, 
1:00pm, Senior Center

   Table Massage, 12:noon to 4pm. 
$55 for 30 minutes. By Lynn 
Young, licensed massage thera-
pist. RSVP 608-437-6902, Senior 
Center.

FRIDAY, AUGIST 8 

    Student Artist Exhibition 
10:00-4:00pm. (Friday thru Tues-
day)  thru August 26 at Driftless 
Historium 

    Mt. Horeb Food Pantry and 

Clothes Closet open 9:00-
10:30am and 3:00-4:30pm. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 

   STUFF THE BUS! Miller & 
Sons Supermarket parking lot, 
Mt. Horeb, next to yellow bus.  
10;00am-2:00pm. 

   Student Art Exhibition, Driftless 
Historium, 10:00am-4:00pm

   Mt. Horeb Food Pantry and 
Clothes Closet open 10:00-
11:30am.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10

   Student Art  Exhibition, Drift-
less Historium, 10:00am-4:00pm

MONDAY, AUGUST 11

   Student Art Exhibition, Driftless 
Historium, 10:00am-4:00pm

   Table Tennis, 10:00am, Senior 
Center

   Military Ridge Trail meeting 
5:30pm Ridgeway Train Depot, 
Ridgeway, WI. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12

   Men’s Story Telling Group, 
12:00noon, Senior Center 

   Student Art Exhibition, 10:00-
4:00pm. Driftless Historium

   Tai Chi, 1:00pm, Senior Center

   Ageless Grace, 2:00pm, Senior 
Center

 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13

   Blood Pressure Check, 10:00-
11:00am, Senior Center

   Fink’s Cafe serving “My Meal 
My Way” for seniors from 11:00-
1:00pm. No RSVP needed. $5 
suggested minimum donation.

   Euchre, Senior Center, 12:30pm

   Wednesday Nite Live - Grun-
dahl Park featuring The Clau-
dettes, 7pm

LITTLE FREE PANTRIES avail-
able at: New Hope Evangeli-
cal Free Church, 639 S. 8th St., 
Mt. Horeb; Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 310 W. Main St., Mt. 
Horeb; Zwingli UCC, Hwy. 92, 
Mt. Vernon. Nonperishable food 
and other necessities available 
24 hours a day. ”Take what you 
need, share what you can.”

Wisconsin School Districts’ Use of Federal Pandemic Relief Funds
Since the start of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Wis-
consin school districts re-
ceived about $2.3 billion in 
one-time federal relief funds 
to address the effects of the 
pandemic and boost stu-
dent recovery. Early spend-
ing focused on educational 
technology to help students 
and schools adapt to virtual 
learning, while later spend-
ing focused on catching 
students up academically 
following setbacks from 
the pandemic and long-term 
school closures. 

Despite these efforts, 
Wisconsin students have 
yet to fully catch up from 
the effects of the pandemic, 
a recent Wisconsin Policy 
Forum report found. Using 
data from the Wisconsin 
Department of Public In-
struction (DPI), the Wiscon-

sin Policy Forum analyzed 
spending claims by districts 
to offer a statewide look at 
how they used federal relief 
aid.

Through successive fed-
eral laws, districts received 
$46.6 million in Governor’s 
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER I) funds, $158.5 
million in Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER I) 
funds, $685.4 million in 
ESSER II funds, and $1.43 
billion in ESSER III funds.

ESSER funds were dis-
tributed through the same 
formula used for federal 
Title I aid, which delivers 
greater aid to districts serv-
ing more students from low-
income households. GEER 
I funds were distributed to 
districts that were most im-
pacted by COVID-19, based 

on the percentage of stu-
dents in need of academic 
support and their ability to 
access learning.  

The average school dis-
trict in Wisconsin received 
$2,841 per pupil across all 
ESSER and GEER I funds, 
and the median amount was 
$1,784 per pupil. Congress 
allowed the funds to be used 
for a wide array of expendi-
tures. However, in the final 
installment of ESSER funds 
provided by the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 
districts were required to use 
at least 20% of the aid to ad-
dress the decline in student 
academic achievement.

The spending categories 
Wisconsin used include ad-
dressing long-term school 
closure; preparedness and 
response to COVID-19; edu-
cational technology; mental 

health services and supports; 
addressing afterschool and 
summer learning; outreach 
and service delivery to spe-
cial populations; and other.

Over time, the spending 
shifted from prioritizing ed-
ucational technology and ad-
justing to virtual learning to 
prioritizing school reopen-
ing, and then to addressing 
long-term school closure. 
Measures undertaken as 
part of the latter category 
included acquiring and dis-
tributing virtual learning 
resources, providing meals, 
and expanding academic 
support services. The pre-
paredness and response to 
COVID-19 category also 
remained a priority for dis-
tricts during each round of 
aid. This category focused 
on cleaning protocols, phys-
ical distancing plans, train-

ing employees, purchasing 
safety supplies, and later 
also included greater spend-
ing on district buildings and 
capital projects.

Overall, spending pat-
terns across district types 
remained largely consistent. 
One exception was that dis-
tricts in which a majority of 
the student population are 
students of color spent the 
greatest portion of federal 
relief funds per pupil on 
preparedness and response 
to COVID-19, rather than 
addressing long-term school 
closure. Given that districts 
with a majority of students 
of color faced some of the 
biggest impacts to learning 
and associated difficulties 
such as chronic absentee-
ism, it’s worth reflecting on 
whether this spending mix 
was the highest and best 

use of a scarce one-time re-
source.

While federal pandemic 
relief funds provided tem-
porary support to districts 
across Wisconsin, their ul-
timate impact on student 
recovery and on schools 
themselves appears mixed. 
Some districts have seen 
notable improvements in 
student outcomes, proving 
that progress is possible. 
However, overall statewide 
test scores, chronic absen-
teeism, and other key met-
rics have not returned to 
pre-pandemic levels.

This information is a ser-
vice of the Wisconsin Policy 
Forum, the state’s leading 
resource for nonpartisan 
state and local government 
research and civic educa-
tion. Learn more at wispoli-
cyforum.org.

Bill to aid recruiting at small police depts stalls 
With the total number of 

law enforcement officers in 
Wisconsin sitting near re-
cord lows, the bill aims to 
ease staffing shortages with 
grants to help pay for the 
training of new hires. But it 
faces an uphill climb.

“The state of recruitment 
and retention in police agen-
cies is in trouble.” 

That’s according to a 2024 
report from the International 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police. And Wisconsin’s 
police departments aren’t 
strangers to the staffing 
shortage. 

The total number of law 
enforcement officers in 
Wisconsin has dropped for 
years and now sits at near 

record lows, The Badger 
Project has found. As chiefs 
and sheriffs across the state 
say they struggle to fill po-
sitions in an industry less 
attractive to people than it 
once was, small departments 
are especially struggling.

A bipartisan bill working 
through the state Legislature 
aims to alleviate some of the 
problem.

The proposal would allow 
small police departments to 
apply for state grants to help 
put a recruit through the 
police academy. The grants 
would extend after gradua-
tion and cover the costs as-
sociated with the recruit’s 
department field training. 
The bill requires the hire to 
stay with the department for 
one year.

“The state of recruitment 
and retention in police agen-
cies is in trouble.” 

“There’s such a need for 
this,” said Rep. Clinton 
Anderson (D-Beloit), who 
introduced the  Assembly’s 
version of the bill  in mid-
July.

Anderson, who also intro-
duced the bill in 2023, ex-
plained that getting it passed 
this session will be an uphill 
battle because the state bud-
get did not fund it. Divided 
government and the rush to 
pass the budget before the 
federal government passed 
its own tax and spending bill 
were factors, Anderson said. 

“I know I care about law 
enforcement. I know they 
say they do too,” Anderson 
said of Republicans.

If the bill were passed 
now, Anderson said, the 
GOP-controlled Joint Fi-
nance Committee would 
need to release the funding 
for it. His goal, since that’s 
not happening, is to open 
up the conversation and get 
a public hearing. Anderson 
hopes Republicans will take 
it up later in the session. 

“While I am disappointed, 
the advocacy does not end,” 
said Rep. Bob Donovan, a 
Republican from Greenfield 
who worked with Ander-
son to introduce the bill. “I 
am still pursuing this bill to 
show my colleagues, and the 
public, the need for this leg-
islation.” 

While larger departments 
frequently sponsor a new 
hire as they go through the 

academy and move on to 
field training, smaller de-
partments often can’t afford 
to do that, Anderson said. 
Small departments pull from 
the few who weren’t spon-
sored or they may make 
lateral hires from other de-
partments. 

“These struggles are all 
too real,” wrote Sen. Jesse 
James, a Republican from 
Clark County, in an email.

James, a current po-
lice officer for the Village 
of Cadott in Chippewa 
County, introduced the Sen-
ate’s version of the bill  in 
June, weeks before Gov. 
Tony Evers signed the state 
budget.

“I think it will be a sig-
nificant challenge getting 
the bill funded and signed 

into law this session,” James 
wrote. “I still strongly be-
lieve in the importance of 
this program and will con-
tinue to advocate for it as 
the session continues. If we 
can’t get it across the finish 
line this year, I’ll try again 
next year.”

Both versions of the bill 
were assigned to commit-
tees the same day they were 
introduced. Neither have 
progressed since. 

“Even if it takes another 
five terms,” Anderson said, 
“I will keep hammering 
home on this. It’s really im-
portant.”

The Badger Project  is 
a nonpartisan, citizen-
supported journalism 
nonprofit in Wisconsin.

The Badger Project

By Annie Pulley
The Badger Project

Community Calendar

Wisconsin Policy Forum
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road will enable bus drop-
offs as well as parking stalls. 
The Cty S entrance will 
also include parking stalls.  
Visitors can enjoy walking 
throughout the park, using 
steps for stadium entrances 
to the tiered seating or by 
various ADA ramps lo-
cated throughout the park.  
A stormwater basin will be 
on the east side of the park 
and a sledding hill and bike 

path connecting to Military 
Ridge Trail will be located 
on the west side of the park.

There will be a large shel-
ter holding up to 100 people, 
including restrooms and a 
concession stand. A play 
area will be nestled between 
the shelter and baseball/soft-
ball fields.

Concept A
Included are six fields, 

two each of baseball/soft-
ball, soccer, and football.  
Both the baseball/softball 
fields are sized differently as 

use will be based on player 
ages, ranging from Tee-ball 
to school age kids to adults.  
Both will include fencing, 
sports netting, foul poles, 
adjustable base pins, and 
scoreboards. A small shel-
ter, including restrooms, will 
be placed between the two 
fields.  No sports lighting is 
included in Phase 1 for any 
field. Tiered cement seating 
is large enough for specta-
tors to sit on as is or use a 
blanket or bean chair.

The two soccer fields will 
be for all aged players, with 
the smaller one (210’ x 135’) 
for U12 and the larger one 
(330’ x 210’) for U16.  Both 
will include a small shelter 
and restrooms as well as 
scoreboards.

The two standard size 
football fields will be south 
of the soccer fields and in-
clude tiered seating and 
scoreboards.  Again, the 
fields will have a small shel-
ter, restrooms, and a storage 
building.

The estimated cost, in-
cluding a 20% contingency 
fee, is $11,391,000. Adding 
architectural drawings and 
permitting bring the total to 
$12,300,000.

Concept B
In addition to Concept A, 

the second concept includes 
three play nooks near the 
fields, creating a larger play 
area, a climbing wall, em-
bankment slides, and per-
meated pavers in the parking 
lots. The plan includes 176 

parking stalls off the Hwy 
78 entrance and 55 stalls off 
the Cty S entrance.  Vierowa 
said permeated pavers cost 
more, look nicer and are 
good for the environment.   

The cost of Concept B, in-
cluding the contingency fee, 
is $14,300,000 with an ad-
ditional one million for the 
architectural drawings and 
permits.

Phase 2
Phase 2 is the Rec Center 

proposed a couple of years 
ago which did not come to 
fruition.  If funding through 
donations and grants is suc-
cessful, it would include 
a natatorium, basketball 
courts and a community 
center. 

Q & A Session
 Both sessions included 

comments and questions, 
some expected and some 
not.  The bullet points ad-
dress many ideas, inquiries, 
and worries.  If the questions 
were not related to the proj-
ect design, Owen responded.

-Traffic on Hwy 78 is 
very heavy, especially with 
commuters, and there are 
no sidewalks from Manor 
Drive south, creating a 
safety issue for kids riding 
bikes or scooters

-Traffic on Brian and 
Manor Drive is already 
heavy and will be much 
worse once park developed

-Will a traffic study be 
completed? Not yet but it 
will be considered

-Will there be any open 

spaces or a community 
garden?  Neither were re-
quested

-Can any of the existing 
buildings be saved for use?  
All buildings were studied 
for future use and the cost 
to try to salvage them can-
not be justified.  The Plan 
will include using wooden 
beams and other restorable 
items

-Has potential flooding 
been addressed as some 
homes on Manor Drive 
have experienced water is-
sues.  JSD civil engineers 
reviewed the topography 
and said there would not be 
a water issue due to a large 
retention pond included in 
the project.

-Will there be any buffers 
between the park and exist-
ing homes?  Yes.

-Why can’t there be 
multi-purpose fields, sharing 
spaces?  Sports share com-
mon playing seasons so not 
possible

-How many kids are in 
soccer and football groups? 
Soccer has 300 and football, 
120, thus the need for the 
additional fields

-Will the lighting be envi-
ronmentally friendly? Yes, 
although not in Phase 1, 
it will follow the dark sky 
standards

-Will there be a dog park? 
That was rarely asked either 
during the first community 
meeting or the online sur-
vey. It is on the back burner, 
yet open for discussion

-An attendee said the 
adult baseball diamond 
must be 350’ – 360’ versus 
the proposed 300’.  Vierowa 
said she will investigate this 
further

-Won’t the fields be facing 
the evening sun? No, they 
are specifically designed not 
to

What are the next steps?
August - The final Master 

Plan and Grading Plan will 
be prepared for staff review

September – the project 
will be presented to the Vil-
lage Board at the September 
3 meeting for discussion and 
consideration

How will the park be 
paid for?

The Village will put out a 
request for proposal (RFP) 
for development and sale 
of the remaining 90 acres of 
the Lukken property.  The 
Village will also look for 
grant opportunities as well 
as donations from busi-
nesses, sports clubs, and in-
dividuals.  The timeline for 
the Lukken property park 
will be determined by the 
results of the RFP, grants, 
and donations so it is not de-
terminable now.

Pictures speak 
louder than words
To see a visual of the park, 

the Village website has both 
Concepts on its website:

www.moun thorebwi .
info/290/Lukken-Property

for the affordable housing 
option. 

And city planner Ben 
Rohr said he “feels com-
fortable in relation to what 
they’re proposing” with the 
two buildings. 

Destinee Udelhoven also 
expressed parking concerns 
with this development. She 
asked where overflow park-
ing would go. 

The building would have 
89 units and 121 parking 

spots. 
Udelhoven asked if there 

was any plan for visitor 
parking. 

“I don’t even know what 
the plan would be,” Udel-
hoven said. 

Village Ryan Czyzewski 
said this parking ratio is 
common for any residential 
area. 

Plan commission mem-
ber Andrew Kidd suggested 
asking for 80 units instead. 
Czyzewski said this was a 
possibility.

Udelhoven protested, say-

ing it would “completely 
ruin the project” to try to 
make changes to what the 
developer wants. 

Udelhoven said the pro-
posal is “just a little bit too 
dense for me.” 

Commissioner Ben Von-
dra said he didn’t have any 
concerns with the density, 
and he feels confident in the 
developers’ ability to move 
the project forward. 

All commissioners voted 
in favor of rezoning except 
for Udelhoven. 

School district 
presentation 
The commission also 

heard a concept presenta-
tion from the Mount Horeb 
School District on an addi-
tion and renovation to the 
primary center. 

Bray Architects represen-
tative Ryan Sainz told the 
commission they are still 
in the design phase with the 
project. 

Sainz told the plan com-
mission the designs involve 
shifting office space, updat-
ing the bus drive, and repur-

posing the first and second 
floor with more classroom 
space and designated special 
education rooms. 

Udelhoven said she was 
“pleased” to see the site 
updates and that changes 
won’t significantly impact 
the height of the building. 

Vondra said he was con-
cerned about the pickup and 
drop off space and the de-
sign is an improvement. 

Makers market
The commission also 

heard an update on the Mak-

er’s Market plan, which is 
renovating the 100 S. First 
St. building into a multi-use 
community space. 

Tyler Marks told the plan 
commission he updated the 
signage and matched the 
awning details to fit with 
nearby buildings. 

The plan commission had 
told the Maker’s Market de-
signers in April the original 
design was not consistent 
enough with downtown. 

Czyzewski said he thinks 
the new plan will look fine. 

Springdale Lutheran Church 
2752 Town Hall Rd. 608-437-

3493
Vicar: James Ranney

Worship: 1st, 3rd & 5th
Sundays of the month at 10am

twosteeples.org

St. Michael The Archangel
Parish 

Rev. Robert Butz- Parish
Administrator

St. Ignatius Catholic Church
109 S. Sixth St., Mount Horeb

608-437-5348
Mass: Sunday 10:30 am

Tuesday thru Friday - 8:00 am
Sat. 5:00 pm

Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church

10070 Spring Valley Dr.,
Mount Horeb

Mass: Sunday 8:00 am

Immanuel Lutheran- ELCA 
310 W. Main St. Mount Horeb

608-437-8733
10am Sunday Worship
www.immanuelmh.org/

1st Steps Childcare
608-218-4425

Mt. Horeb United Methodist  
Corner of Hwy. S & Hwy. 78
Sunday Worship: 9am online

and in person
umcmh.org

Celebrating God's Inclusive
Love

Vermont Lutheran Church-
ELCA 

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515

www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.New Hope Evangelical Free

Church 
639 S. Eighth St., Mt. Horeb

Phone: 608-437-3273
www.newhopeefc.org

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service

West Blue Mounds Lutheran
Church 

2962 Church St.,Blue Mounds
608-437-3493

Vicar: James Ranney
Worship: Every 2nd & 4th

Sunday of the month, 10:00 amPerry Lutheran Church
ELCA 

1057 Hwy 78 S, Mt. Horeb
608-437-5294

Sunday Worship 9:00 am
www.

perrylutheranchurchelca.org

Good News Lutheran Church
- WELS 

NEW LOCATION:
9975 Pepper Dr

Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am

(in person and online)
Sunday School and Bible

Study 10:15 am
608-437-4646 visit

GoodNewsLC.org/location
for details & directions

Mt Vernon United Church of
Christ 

1693 Washington St. Verona
608-832-6677

www.mtvernonucc.org
Sunday Worship, in-person and

on Facebook Live, 10:15 am
Bible Study 9am-10am

We are an Open and Affirming
Congregation

Mt. Horeb Evangelical
Lutheran Church – ELCA 

315 E. Main St. 608-437-5012
www.elcmthoreb.org

5 pm Saturday Worship
9 am Sunday Worship

CHURCH NOTES

brick, metal and concrete 
materials. The materials 
were chosen to match and 
complement the existing 
building.

The area which is cur-
rently the gym and will be 
the new cafeteria includes 
fewer windows on the west 
side because the structure 
did not allow them. How-
ever, a large window was 
added on the south side to 
introduce more daylight.

Some early interior ren-
derings were also presented, 
with possible accent and 
acoustic ceiling panels in 
wave patterns, inspired by 
the Cave of the Mounds.

Nailing down the name of 
the school with the addition 
is not critical for Bray to 
move forward, but will help 
inform the design going for-
ward.

New MHASD Website
The district website had a 

significant refresh, with bet-
ter disability accessibility 

and smart phone viewing. 
The site was also eight years 
old and in need of updates, 
they said.

The overall number of 
pages was also reduced and 
content was consolidated.

Usability was improved 
for internal and external 
users, with simpler publish-
ing for staff, they said. 

Annual budget meeting
Mount Horeb Area School 

District will hold its An-
nual Meeting and Budget 
Hearing, at which it will set 

the coming year’s budget 
and tax rate, at the Mount 
Horeb Intermediate Center 
Cafeteria, 200 Hanneman 
Boulevard, Mount Horeb, 
Wisconsin 53572, at 6:00 
p.m., on Monday, August 
11, 2025. All members of 
the public are invited to at-
tend the meetings. 

The 2024-2025 Gen-
eral Operating Budget for 
the school district was 
$36,297,413, an increase of 
$12 million over the course 
of a decade. 

The projected revenues 

for General Operations in 
the 2025-2026 budget are 
$36,209,233.00. The pro-
jected expenditures for 
General Operations are 
$36,409,233.00. Based on 
state support information 
provided to public  school 
districts earlier this month, 
the tax levy next year is pro-
jected to be $22,033,584.00, 
which projects to a mill (tax) 
rate of $8.86 per $1,000 of 
equalized value on local 
homes. 

In other words, people 
would pay $8.86 in taxes 

for every $1,000 in equal-
ized value that their home is 
worth. 

The General Operations 
budget is projected to in-
crease by .3 percent over last 
year.  Final calculations will 
be determined following the 
annual meeting. 

The public is welcome to 
attend and vote on the reso-
lutions.

Chromebook purchase
The board approved the 

purchase of 135 Chrome-
books for $54 thousand for 
9th graders.

APARTMENT
continued from page 1

SCHOOLS
continued from page 1

LUKKEN
continued from page 1
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©2024 Central Boiler | 24-1202

CentralBoiler.com

It literally pays for itself.
Harness the power of wood heat in a highly-
ef� cient Central Boiler outdoor furnace and say 
goodbye to costly electric, propane or fuel oil 
bills. Enjoy signi� cant long-term savings from 
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Dan O’Connell • 608-206-5220

countylineburners.com

1991 COMMERCE DR., 
MOUNT HOREB
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1010thth Anniversary AnniversaryCCelebration!elebration!
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12TUESDAY, AUGUST 12

5:00  TO  7:00 PM5:00  TO  7:00 PM

• SIX CHIPS CATERING
• TRAVELING TOM’S
  COFFEE TRUCK
• ROCKIN’ RYAN’S ICE CREAM
• FACE PAINTING BY MHHS
  BAND MEMBERS
• YARD GAMES
• MUSIC
• FUN FOR ALL!

FREELANCE
SPORTS
WRITER
WANTED
To cover high school 
sports for our local
newspapers in the

Middleton, Mount Horeb, 
and Sauk Prairie school 

districts.

Send a resumé and
three writing clips to:

Sports Editor
Rob Reischel at

robreischel@gmail.com

PERSPECTIVEPERSPECTIVEPERSPECTIVE

I’ve had 
the good 
f o r t u n e 
to spend 
quite a 
few years 
working, 
and some-
times living, in the country 
of Laos, and was recently 
back for some work (biodi-
versity conservation in my 
case).  The capital, Vien-
tiane, is one of the smallest, 
gentlest capital cities among 
the otherwise general chaos 
of urban centers in South-
east Asia. It is a river city, 
stretching along the left 
bank of one of the great 
watercourses of the world, 
the Mekong.  And as rivers 
do, the flow of the Mekong 
lends an added a sense of 
steadiness and calm to the 
cluster of humanity along its 
bank.

Something much val-
ued by Vientiane’s resi-
dents, and which reflects 
the gentle pace of the city, 
is massage by the blind. 
Small establishments for 
blind massage (nuad ta bot 
in Lao language)  are scat-
tered throughout the city. 
They are simple and unpre-
tentious affairs, typically 
housed in spaces of modest 
rent, with ten or so blind 
masseurs and masseuses on 
duty.  No fancy massage 
tables, just mats on the floor, 
where clients remain clothed 
during their sessions. Nuad 
ta bot is very much a local 
thing - I’ve never seen an-
other westerner at a blind 
massage, in contrast to more 
upscale massage salons that 

cater in part to the tourist 
and expat crowd.

Vientiane’s citizens are 
fond of blind massage for 
two reasons. First, they be-
lieve that the masseurs and 
masseuses, by virtue of 
their blindness, are more 
attuned to feeling tension 
in the body and soothing it 
out. And second, customers 
appreciate that their patron-
age supports the livelihood 
of fellow Lao with disabili-
ties (and also that doing so 
might add some Buddhist 
merit to the client’s karmic 
ledger).

Soon after landing in 
Vientiane recently, I headed 
for a blind massage to re-
lieve the knots and knurls 
after 30 hours of ‘planes, 
buses and automobiles’ from 
Wisconsin. At an establish-
ment in the old part of the 
city, I drew a young masseur 
named Nee, a good-looking 
lad of 20 who, it turned out, 
is from a village not far from 
where I have done a lot of 
my wildlife conservation 
work in the Annamite Moun-
tains. As he worked out my 
kinks we struck up a degree 
of rapport, and I ventured 
to ask if he has been blind 
since birth. “No”, he re-
plied, “Only since COVID. 
One morning I was given a 
Covid shot, and by evening 
I was blind.”

Ugh.
Nee is afflicted with a 

physical blindness, his op-
tical physiology is insensi-
tive to light, and his path 

through life is as a blind 
masseur. Yet many of us are 
burdened with other types of 
blindness: sensitive to light, 
but blind to other aspects of 
reality. 

The Mekong River of-
fers an example. The river is 
second only to the Amazon 
in terms of fish diversity, 
and in the Mekong swim 
the two largest freshwater 
fish in the world, the Me-
kong Giant Catfish and a 
giant freshwater ray. Speci-
mens of each have been 
caught that weighed more 
than 600 pounds. These 
and many other Mekong 
fish migrate long distances 
up and down the channel, 
responding to urges to feed 
or spawn, in rhythms sus-
tained for millions of years 
by the alternation between 
rainy season and dry. But a 
recent trend of slicing up the 
Mekong and its tributaries 
with hydropower dams has 
disrupted these migrations, 
to the significant detriment 
of fish life in the river (and 
thus also to the livelihoods 
of fisherfolk along the river). 

Late one afternoon several 
years ago I was sitting by 
the Mekong’s bank on the 
edge of Vientiane with an 
American friend. Alan is an 
in-your-face, loud-mouthed, 
big-hearted, conservation-
passionate gadfly and en-
vironmental consultant, 
who has been fired from 
more than one consulting 
gig for simply telling the 
truth. Loveable if you take 

him the right way. He was 
a hippie in one of his earlier 
lives, which led me to affec-
tionately nickname him the 
“Kozmik Konsultant”. 

So Kozmik and I were 
enjoying bottles of cold Lao 
beer and solving the prob-
lems of the world, as we 
watched Grandmother Me-
kong flow beneath the set-
ting sun. There came a pause 
in the conversation, a rarity 
with Kozmik. Then he swept 
his hand out toward the river 
and said, “You know, as we 
sit here, animal migrations 
are going on there as great 
as anything on the Seren-
geti. But we don’t see them, 
because they’re a few feet 
below the surface.”

This remains one of the 
most poignantly astute ob-
servations I’ve heard in my 
decades of nature conser-
vation work in Southeast 
Asia. Alan’s point was that 
the sort of destruction being 
heaped on the Mekong from 
large infrastructure proj-
ects would be unaccept-
able, would not stand, on 
the Serengeti, because we 
humans could  see  the im-
pact on the wildebeest, the 
lions and the other natural 
treasures of that great plain. 
But we are insensible to the 
losses in the broad, quiet 
Mekong, and so the loss 
goes on. Call it another form 
of river blindness.

If we lose the Mekong 
Giant Catfish, one of the 
great creatures of this Earth, 
it will be a quiet extinction, a 

loss without witness. In fact, 
in this age of biodiversity 
decline, most extinctions 
go unnoticed by the species 
principally responsible for 
the losses, Homo sapiens.  

There is nothing young 
Nee can do to restore his 
sight, but perhaps we can 
remedy some of our blind-
ness, our myopia to the 
beauty and wonder of the 
world. This is where art 
and artists come in. The 
role of an artist is to reveal 
to the rest of us that which 
we don’t see. Art translates 
hidden reality into tangible 
inspiration. Arguably, the 
two most important works 
of the 20th Century for 
inspiring humans to care 
about wild nature were not 
published scientific papers, 
they were works of litera-
ture: A Sand County Alma-
nac by Aldo Leopold and 
Silent Spring by Rachel 
Carson (and thus far in this 
century we have Braiding 
Sweetgrass by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer). Granted, these 
authors brought the learning 
of science to their works, but 
it is the eloquence of these 
books - their art - that gives 
them power and influence. 

Similarly, what more do 
we need to know about the 
horrors of the Spanish Civil 
War beyond Picasso’s paint-
ing Guernica? 

I have two degrees in zo-
ology, and so I understand 
the importance and value of 
science to generate informa-
tion. But while science is 
essential, it is not sufficient.  
In the end, the best hope for 
averting humans from kill-
ing our planet and thus our-
selves, is art.  

Unlike for Nee, our blind-
ness may be fatal, and art 
may be the only cure we 
have. And so this biologist 
offers an encouragement 
and a plea: Keep drawing, 
keep writing, keep sculpt-
ing, keep composing, play-
ing and singing. 

Bill (“Bird”) Robichaud 
lives on a farm north of 
Barneveld, on ancestral Ho-
Chunk territory. He doesn’t 
spend much time in grocery 
stores, and chronicles the 
experience of living from 
and with the land at www.
birdinthebush.net.

10849 VILLAGE CIRCLE • BLUE MOUNDS
608-437-GROW • JadasGarden.com

40% OFF
ALL REMAINING SHRUBS

& EVERGREENS

AUGUST HOURS:
Open 9am–5pm

Friday/Saturday/Sunday

SALE!
EARLY MUMS HAVE ARRIVED! STOP IN SOON!

HEAT-LOVING SUMMER ANNUALS • SELECT SUMMER BLOOMING PERENNIALS
HOUSEPLANTS & GIFTS • SNEAK PEEK OF FALL & HALLOWEEN DECOR • GIFT CERTIFICATES

By William Robichaud
A Bird in the Bush

A Cure for Blindness
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Military Trail Meeting
The Friends of Military 

Ridge Trail will hold their 
monthly meeting at 5:30pm 
on August 11th, 2025 at the 
Ridgeway Train Depot in 
Ridgeway, WI. Find more 
details at  https://friend-
sofmilitaryridgetrail.org.

Stargazing Event 
at Donald Park
Join the Friends of 

Donald Park and Madison 
Astronomical Society 
at Donald County Park 
Saturday, August 16th at 
8:00 p.m.  We will gather at 
Pop’s Knoll picnic area for a 
close-up look at the fabulous 
night sky.  Bring your family 
and friends and learn about 
the wonders of the planets 
and stars.  Telescopes, and 
an evening fire will be 
provided.  Bring your own 
telescope (if you have one) or 
binoculars, chair or blanket, 
insect repellent, flashlight, 
and marshmallows for 
roasting.  Volunteers from 
the Madison Astronomical 
Society will be giving a 

brief presentation before the 
event begins.

In the event of rain or 
overcast skies we will 
announce the cancellation 
on our websites by 4:00 
p.m.   For an update, visit 
our websites at Friends 
of Donald Park www.
donaldpark.org, Madison 
Astronomical Society www.
madisonastro.org.  If you 
have any questions, please 
email contact@donaldpark.
org.  Donald County Park 
is located at 1945 Hwy 92 
between Mt. Horeb and Mt. 
Vernon.

Wisconsin Heroes 
Who Changed the State
Learn more about Wis-

consin heroes you know 
and discover new ones to 
fall in love with Thurs-
day, August 21 at 1pm at 
the Mt. Horeb Public Li-
brary.  Journalist Dean Rob-
bins  discusses his essay 
collection  Wisconsin Idols: 
100 Heroes Who Changed 
the State, the World, and 
Me,  offering a unique 

perspective on legendary 
figures with often surprising 
connections to the state, 
including Jackie Robinson, 
Oprah Winfrey, Harrison 
Ford, Elvis Presley, Orson 
Welles, Ann Landers, and 
Joni Mitchell. With photos, 
videoclips, and humorous 
anecdotes, the presentation 
establishes Wisconsin as a 
notably influential place: a 
crossroads for people who 
changed the world.   Rob-
bins  has contributed to USA 
Today, The New York Daily 
News, GRAMMY magazine, 
and other national media 
outlets, as well as serving 
as editor in chief of  Isth-
mus  and  On Wiscon-
sin  magazine. He is also 
a children’s author whose 
books have appeared on 
many best-of-the-year lists, 
earning praise in the  New 
York Times,  Los Angeles 
Times, USA Today, and Wall 
Street Journal. NBA legend 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar calls 
his essay collection  Wis-
consin Idols “insightful and 
entertaining: a passionate 
and poetic homage.” For 
more information about the 
library, its programs and 
services, visit  www.mhpl.
org or call 608-437-5021.

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors Prepares Local 
Students for a Successful 
School Year

As back-to-school sea-
son approaches,  Neighbors 

Helping Neighbors  is once 
again stepping up to support 
families in our community 
and surrounding rural areas 
by providing essential school 
supplies to students from 
4K through college. Each 
August, the organization 
d is t r ibutes  essent ia l 
supplies, backpacks, socks 
and underwear to help 
families start the year with 
confidence.

This year’s distribu-
tion event will take place 
on  Friday, August 15, 
from 2:00PM to 6:00 
PM  at  Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, located at 102 E 
Lincoln Street in Mt. Horeb.

Families living in the 
service area who would 
like to receive supplies 
are encouraged to contact 
NHN by  August 10  with 
their student’s name(s) and 
grade(s). Requests can be 
made by emailing admin@
mthorebneighbors.org  or 
calling 608-437-6114.

The mission of  Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors  is 
to provide food, clothing, 
personal items and other 
relief services for those in 
need in the Mt. Horeb area.  

Band Concert
The Landmarks Founda-

tion annual Ice Cream So-
cial and Pie Auction with 
live music by the Commu-
nity Band will take place on 
Thursday, August 7.  This 
will be at the historic Dis-

trict #1 Schoolhouse at 110 
North 2nd Street.  The Ice 
Cream Social is from 5:30  
to 6:30 p.m.  Enjoy a picnic 
in the park along with the 
Band Concert which will 
begin at 5:45 p.m. The An-
nual Pie Auction will be at 
6:30 p.m.   The entertaining 
Pie Auction follows the band 
concert with auctioneer Jim 
Schmidt calling for bids on 
pies made by local bakers to 
raise funds for the continued 
maintenance of the 1889 
Schoolhouse and the School 
Days and Home Life his-
toric classroom experience 
for area fourth graders held 
each spring.    

If weather dictates, the 
event will be inside the 
schoolhouse, so come rain 
or shine, to the District #1 
Schoolhouse at 110 N. 2nd 
Street.   Bring a lawn chair 
if you choose.  All proceeds 
will go toward the continu-
ing restoration and mainte-
nance of the Schoolhouse 
and the Landmarks pro-
grams.  The Schoolhouse 
is also available for use 
for community and private 
events.    

Vaccination Rates 
Held Steady
Parents are urged to get 

children protected before the 
new school year starts

As parents and caregivers 
start back-to-school prep, 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services (DHS) 
has released school vaccina-
tion data for the 2024-2025 
school year, which show 
86.4 percent of students met 
the minimum immunization 
requirements, a decrease 
from the previous school 
year. Unfamiliarity with a 
new meningitis vaccination 
requirement for students in 
grades 7 to 12 is behind the 
decrease, it may take some 

time to increase awareness 
of the requirement to get all 
students up to date. When 
looking at all students’ vac-
cination data without the 
new meningococcal re-
quirement, 89.3 percent of 
students met the minimum 
vaccination requirements, a 
0.1% increase from the pre-
vious school year.

Wisconsin’s data comes 
at the same time the CDC 
(Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention) released 
a national report that shows 
Wisconsin kindergartners 
continue to lag behind other 
states when it comes to 
being protected against vac-
cine-preventable illnesses.

“Our school vaccination 
data tells us there are chil-
dren in our schools who 
are not protected from an 
outbreak of preventable 
diseases like measles,” said 
State Health Officer Paula 
Tran. “In public health, we 
know that 95% of people 
in a community need to be 
vaccinated against measles 
in order to prevent an out-
break, which is why it’s so 
important to get children the 
vaccines they need on time.”

DHS monitors vaccina-
tion rates across the state, 
including from public and 
private schools, in order to 
identify areas of the state 
where children may be at 
higher risk of illness or dis-
ease. Data at county, district, 
and school level are shared 
with schools and local 
health departments ahead 
of each school year to help 
them take action in their 
local communities.

Cases of vaccine-pre-
ventable illnesses such as 
whooping cough surged in 
Wisconsin classrooms last 
year, with nearly 3,000 cases 
reported to DHS. 

          GREAT LIVING for 55+
Professionally managed by Attic Angel 

841 N. Main Street • Verona, WI 
Studios • 1BR • 2 BR

Includes ALL utilities, daily breakfast buffet,  
housekeeping, common spaces and more!

Your hometown lifestyle awaits!
           Call for a tour: 608.653.1801

OakmontSeniorCommunity.com

Interest by Wiscon-
sin legislators in naming 
the monarch butterfly the 
29th  Wisconsin symbol 
comes at the right time 
and in the right way, that 
is originating with a grade 
school class and then 
having an Assembly person 
carry it forward.This insect 
is popular but of late its 
population seems to be in 
trouble. 

Monarchs, like most 
insects, come in two 
genders that can be 
separated in the field or 
using photographs.    Males 
have a small gland on two 
of the wing veins.    These 
swellings show best when 
the butterfly has open wings 
and is perched on a flower 
head.  A similar butterfly, the 
viceroy, is decidedly smaller 
than the monarch.  There is 

no overlap with the sizes 
of these two butterflies, 
either.    Habitat seems to 
differ with the viceroy being 
more common in wetter 
areas than the dry prairie 
loving monarch, although 
they can be seen together.

At right, a Viceroy with 
wings closed and a male 
monarch showing two 
glands on wing veins.

Countryside News

News & Notes
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Saturday   -   The group 
gathered in the afternoon 
to pre-pack as much as we 
could.  The Food Committee 
went to Miller’s and put our 
groceries in coolers and the 
Bait and Ice Committee 
filled our drinking water 
tanks. We’re a bit short on 
trucks and boats this year - 
so Jesse’s boat is a welcome 
addition. Trip Co-Chairs 
Matthew and Logan kept 
everybody moving.  All the 
trucks were loaded up by 
early evening and ready to 
roll!

Sunday - We made one 
final check of our passports 
and ID; made a quick stop at 
George Johnson’s for our an-
nual picture with him (one of 
our favorite trip traditions is 
visiting our trip’s founder); 
and then headed north. I 
was assigned to Jeremy’s 
truck along with Jack Z and 
James.   It was fun to catch 
up on what’s happening out-
side of school. Jeremy out-
fitted our trucks with 2-way 
radios, a nice improvement 
over the aging CB’s.   The 
trip went super smooth, 
with only a lost trailer wheel 
bearing dust cap as a causal-
ity.  We carry spares, but this 
one was an unusual size so 
Bob resourcefully made one 
out of an aluminum can and 

fastened it with a zip tie and 
it worked fine for the rest of 
the trip.  We had extra time 
so we stopped at a park near 
Thunder Bay and viewed  
Kakabeka Falls.  We arrived 
at Sandbar Provincial Park 
just after sunset and pitched 
our pup tents for the night.

Monday - We were up at 
5:30 am, ate a quick break-
fast and headed to Silver 
Dollar for fuel.   We spied 
a moose cow and yearling 
bull alongside the road 
which was a first for some.  
Andrew, the owner of the 
campground and gas sta-
tion at Silver Dollar, filled 
us in on the latest local 
weather reports.   Makayla 
and I had been monitoring 
the small forest fire near 
Savant Lake via Ministry 
of Natural Resources staff 
and received their assur-
ances of our camp’s safety 
before departure.   Andrew 
confirmed it was now com-
pletely out.   We picked up 
bait at a local shop and then 
headed on back roads to our 
camp. Dylan’s got us cov-
ered with artificial bait if we 
run out.  We were surprised 
to see how much the brush 
was closing in our roads and 
there was a fair amount of 
debris cleared by students 
assigned to our front trucks.  
I certainly would not recom-
mend this trip for a small 
group - The effort to get to 

the lake is increasing every 
year.

Camp went up as quickly 
as it ever could.   Moving 
our tent city to the island 
is always a pain.   We 
were, however, excited to 
assemble our new latrine.  
Now I know the casual 
reader here will think that 
statement is ridiculous, but 
former trip participants 
will appreciate Callaway 
and James’ design and 
craftsmanship (with the help 
of Layla and a few others 
the last few weeks).   The 
foldable plywood beauty 
dubbed the “Party (instead 
of “Porta”) Potty sports 
green paint; a real floor 
covered in vinyl; new seat; 
an “occupied” indicator; 
sky light; and SOLAR 
POWERED FAN WITH 
BATTERY BACKUP.   The 
thing is amazing.

Some boats went out 
after eating.   Bob, Cayden, 
Mason, and Jordan had 
good luck fishing while also 
marking important obstacles 
for boats to steer clear of in 
the lake.

Tuesday - It rained off 
and on Monday night and 
throughout the day on Tues-
day - which made for good 
fishing. Last night Grace 
caught a dandy 23 ½ inch 
walleye with Tim, Cameron, 
and Nora. Today Zelma 
caught a 36 ½ fighter north-

ern in Nick’s (always a sure 
bet for big northerns) boat, 
and Otto landed a 24 inch 
walleye.  Most boats caught 
lots of fish but Duane and 
I, and our boatmates Clif-
ton and Romy, had a quiet 
one - picking up a few fish 
here and there.   Even my 
favorite spot, the stick pile, 
only yielded a couple small 
walleye and northern.   My 
hunch, after talking to oth-
ers, is that we’re fishing too 
deep.   The fish seem to be 
hanging in the shallows at 7 
and 8 feet.  

Wednesday - What a 
beautiful day!   You would 
think the bright sun would 
diminish   fishing action, 
but it did not. Jeremy and 
Romy fought a big northern; 
Orion caught a nice 34 ½ 
inch northern while out with 
Mitch and his Grandpa Tom 
B; Kaden hooked a lunker 
that got away by swimming 
under the boat and cutting 
the line (but was still fun 
to catch)  and I think it was 
Wednesday when Zelma 
and Callaway caught 24 ½ 
and 24 ¼ inch walleyes re-
spectively - That’s a close 
measure for top fish! Nora 
caught one in that range 
too - so none of us are quite 
sure which was the big-
gest.   Duane and I had lots 
better luck and picked up 
some very nice walleye in 
the twenty plus inch range.  

Fishing shallower certainly 
was the trick.

By afternoon it was 
downright hot and the group 
headed to “Moon Beach” for 
swimming. Back at camp, 
homemade jorts were the 
attire of choice with Mat-
thew’s pair, fashioned on his 
freshman trip, most proudly 
modeled.  

Thursday - Brr.   The 
weather turned cold quickly. 
The temperature hovered 
in the 40’s for most of the 
morning.   Anaveja, Lori, 
and I counted five layers, 
when including rain gear, 
to stay warm.  It was over-
cast and the fishing slowed 
(which doesn’t make a lot of 
sense) so the group spent a 
quieter day mixing fishing 
with card playing at camp.  
Die-hards Jamie, Micah, and 
Easton   managed to pull in 
our supper, with Quinn and 
Jack D landing both nice 
walleye and northerns.

Friday - The day started 
out foggy.   We woke to a 
blathering bird Tom S iden-
tified as a Marbled Godwit.  
It poked around our point 
throughout breakfast before 
flying away.   Other birds 
we saw on our trip included 
loons, gulls, eagles, and arc-
tic terns. The fishing picked 
up again with Tim’s crew 
including Cameron, Nora, 
and Logan hitting a hot spot 
and losing count of nice 

sized walleye brought to the 
boat - weirdly mostly on the 
same side.

We started tearing down 
what we could Friday 
night.   It›s always a little 
hard to leave because this 
place is so special.   Mason 
S took a video of our tent 
placement this year.   It’s 
always a puzzle to get them 
to fit, and we think we will 
remember how we did it - 
and we never do - so he’s got 
it documented for next year.

Saturday - We pulled up 
camp and headed to Silver 
Dollar to organize our gear a  
bit better and eat our peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich 
lunches. We hoofed it home, 
only making quick stops to 
get fuel and change driv-
ers.  We were back at school 
early Sunday morning. 

It was a great trip!   FFA 
members and advisors thank 
our wonderful chaperones; 
the FFA Alumni and Sup-
porters;  school and district 
administration; high school 
and district office staff; our 
School Board; and commu-
nity members lending us 
gear; for helping to make 
this special trip - unlike any 
other school excursion on 
the planet - happen! We’re 
all looking forward to next 
year’s trip!

Special report from the FFA Camping Trip

By Pam Allen
FFA Advisor

C l o c k w i s e 
from top left:  

Dylan Copus 
casts a line at 
sunset.

Zelma Ma-
rohn caught 
a 36 1/2 inch 
Northern Pike.

Romy Gin-
ther shows off 
a nice “eater” 
walleye.

FFA Group 
at Kakabeka 
Falls, Ontario

The 2025 Mt. Horeb FFA Canada Fishing Trip was a big success with new, fun memories made.  Tons of fish were caught and bragged about - some mentioned here, but honestly 
there are just as many missed as - I’m not making this up - the fishing is truly that good at Jutten Lake.  The students worked hard to get ready and it paid off with a well planned and 
run excursion.  Makayla and I had our hands full prepping the paperwork for the trip and working with our committees. The end of the school year and the State FFA Convention both 
landed days before we left and had us scrambling in all directions.  We were relieved to finally get on the road and enjoy the trip along with the FFA members.  Here are excerpts from 
our journal:
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Thanking Rep. Novak 
for post-patrum 

care bill
To the Editor,
I am writing to thank Rep. 

Todd Novak for co-sponsor-
ing Assembly Bill 97 and 
to ask him to actively work 
with his colleagues to pass 
the crucial postpartum care 
bill in the Wisconsin Assem-
bly. This legislation, which 
would ensure new mothers 
receive the care needed after 
welcoming a new baby into 
the world, is an essential 
measure for the health and 
well-being of Wisconsin 
families.

The period after childbirth 
is a critical time for both 
new mothers and their in-
fants. Access to consistent, 
quality care during this first 
year is paramount. It allows 
for the monitoring and treat-
ment of postpartum physical 
complications, which can be 
life-threatening and often 
arise well after childbirth. 
Furthermore, comprehen-
sive postpartum care is vital 

for addressing mental health 
challenges, such as postpar-
tum depression, ensuring 
new mothers receive the 
support they need to care for 
themselves and their babies 
effectively.

Wisconsin newborns 
benefit immensely when 
their mothers are healthy 
and supported. A mother’s 
well-being is directly linked 
to her ability to provide the 
nurturing care essential for 
an infant’s healthy develop-
ment. By ensuring mothers 
have access to necessary 
medical care, we are also 
investing in the future health 
of Wisconsin’s children. 
Supporting this legislation 
is a direct investment in the 
health of Wisconsin com-
munities and a testament to 
our state’s commitment to 
families.

Rep. Novak, your voice is 
key to passing this bill. Chil-
dren and mothers of Wis-
consin are counting on you. 

Jamie Orloff
Blue Mounds 

(YEL!) Project Runway 
Advanced this class is for 
students ages 10-14 who 
have prior experience in 
a (YEL!) Project Runway 
Camp, as this will be faster 
paced. The instructor will 
lead students to design their 
own take home apparel fol-
lowing the current fashion 
trends. Projects include: A 
romper, tote bag, and hair 
scrunchy. All equipment 
and supplies are provided. 
This program runs Monday, 
August 4 through Thursday, 
August 7 from 9:00am-
12:00pm at the Recreation 
Department multipurpose 
room.  Cost is $153 for resi-
dents and $163 for non-resi-

dents.  Registration deadline 
is July 28th.  

Kids Yoga Explore yoga 
poses like Lion, Tree, and 
Warrior and along the way 
build strength, flexibility, 
coordination, and balance. 
Classes encourage creativ-
ity, self-confidence, and 
self-awareness through 
games, stories, and playful 
practices. This program runs 
on Mondays from August 
4th through August 18th near 
the Grundahl Park Enclosed 
Shelter. Ages 4-7 runs from 
10:15-10:45 AM and ages 
7-9 runs from 4:30-5:15 PM. 
Cost is $50 for residents and 
$60 for non-residents.  The 
registration deadline is July 

28th. 
Smiling Trolls Summer 

Camps strive to foster per-
sonal growth for children by 
providing fun & safe educa-
tional & recreational experi-
ences. Each camp will have 
a unique theme and include 
crafts, games, snack, story, 
and free play. Our Big Trolls 
session (ages 5-7) runs Mon-
day through Thursday from 
Monday, August 4 to Thurs-
day, August 14 at Grundahl 
Park Enclosed Shelter. Cost 
is $60 for residents and $70 
for non-residents.  Registra-
tion deadline is July 28th.

Pool News: The Aquatic 
Center Pool will close for 
the season on Sunday, Au-
gust 17th. Until then, we will 
be open from 1:00-6:00 PM 
Monday through Thursday 
and 1:00-7:00 PM Friday 
through Sunday.

Daily Admissions Fees
Mount Horeb Residents 

- $4
Nonresidents - $6
Children 1-year-old or 

younger - FREE

HOW TO REGISTER:  
There are multiple ways to 
register for programs and 
activities.

Online (go to https://anc.
apm.activecommunities.
com/mhrd)

In-person at 105 N. Grove 
Street 

Place completed form and 
payment in 24-hour drop 
box 

Email completed form 
and payment to mhrec@
mounthorebwi.info

UPCOMING 
REGISTRATION
DEADLINES
Project Runway Ad-

vanced | 7/28
Learning Lacrosse Camp 

(ages 9-10) | 7/28
Smiling Trolls Summer 

Camp | 7/28
Toddler & Kids Yoga 

(August sessions) | 7/28 
Babysitting Class | 8/4
Recreational Tree Climb-

ing Session 12 | 8/20

“Your Complete Family Shoe Store”
Black Earth, WI 

M-Fr 9-7,  
Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5608-767-3447 | 608-231-4445

608-767-2788

ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS!

209 E. Main St., Suite B, Mount Horeb • 608-437-3333
revelationsbarbershopllc@gmail.com

Book your appointment today! 
vagaro.com/revelationsbarbershop

Recreation Notes

Obituaries

Carol Jean 
Monum Marty

July 13, 1938 - 
June 1, 2025

Carol Jean Marty 86, 
passed away peacefully in 
Lake Placid, Florida, June 
1, 2025. Her brother and 
grandson were by her side. 

Born July 13, 1938, in 
Madison, Wisconsin, she 
was the daughter of Harold 
and Evelyn Monum. Carol 
grew up on the family farm 
near Mount Horeb, Wis-
consin, and graduated from 
Mount Horeb High School. 
She also lived several years 
in Minocqua before moving 
to Florida with her husband 
Leroy in 1997.

In her early career, Carol 
worked several years at Wis-

consin State Department of 
Revenue in Madison. She 
later worked for CUNA.

Carol enjoyed garden-
ing, fishing, and playing 
games—especially cards—
and was always ready for a 
good game of euchre. She 
and John would compete 
to see who  could catch the 
biggest fish. Carol usually 
won.  She had an unforgetta-
ble laugh that could be heard 
above all others. She loved 
dogs and there were always 
one or two that she cared for 
as part of her family.  Carol 
was a member of Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Lake Placid.

She is survived by her 
brother, John Monum 
(Linda), Fort Collins, Colo-
rado; their daughters Jill 
Monum (Graeme) of Austin, 
Texas; and Lynsey Weimer 
(Shane) of Loveland, Colo-
rado.  She was great aunt to 
Kate, Nick, and Liv.   Carol 
is also survived by her 
grandson by a previous mar-
riage, Sean Stolarczyk of 
Hong Kong.  She and Sean 
developed a very special 
bond when she helped raise 
him when he was young. 
They kept in close touch 

through the years until her 
passing.

Carol was preceded in 
death by both of her parents 
and her husband, Leroy, 
whom she cared for as his 
health declined until he 
passed in 2023.

Her spirit, caring nature, 
and that infectious laugh 
will live on in our hearts. 
Carol will be missed by all 
those who knew her.

Duane Eldon 
“Duke” Miller

June 18, 1936 - 
July 28, 2025

MOUNT HOREB – 
Duane Eldon “Duke” Miller, 
age 89, of Mount Horeb, 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, July 28, 2025, sur-
rounded by his loving fam-
ily.

Duke was born on June 
18, 1936, in Verona, to 
Russell and Gladys (Jones) 
Miller. He grew up in Ve-
rona and graduated from 
Verona High School. Duke 
married Laura Rothman on 
February 4, 1956, and they 
were married for 69 years.  
They made their home in 
Mount Horeb, where he 
built a life rooted in family, 
farming, and a deep connec-
tion to his community.

Duke devoted much of 
his life to the dairy industry, 
working as a milk hauler, 
field man for AMPI, but-
ter maker at Pabst Farms 
(now Seven Acre Dairy), 
and at Zander Creamery. 
He later joined the Mount 
Horeb School District and 
other area districts, where 
he worked as a school bus 
driver for over 30 years and 
also served as a janitor—
all while keeping up with 
chores and crops on their 
Windy View Farm.

A man of quiet strength 
and enduring passion, Duke 
found his greatest joy work-
ing with his Percheron 
horses—especially his be-
loved team: Daisy & Doc. 

In retirement, he continued 
farming with his horses, 
embracing the traditions he 
held dear. He also enjoyed 
attending auctions and had 
a special appreciation for 
Limburger cheese.

He and Laura also cher-
ished the friendships formed 
through their euchre card 
club, a beloved group that 
gathered regularly for more 
than 50 years.

Duke is survived by 
his devoted wife, Laura; 
children, Daniel, Donald, 
Jeanne (Mike) Ayers, Sandy 
(Randy) Flesher, and Sue 
(Doug Babler) Maurer; and 
son-in-law, Duane “Porky” 
Doescher. He is also sur-
vived by his brothers, Jack 
(Linda) and Paul (Cathy); 
11 grandchildren, 17 great-
grandchildren, two great-
great-grandchildren, along 
with many extended family 
members and dear friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; daughter, 
Joanne Doescher; son-in-
law, Scott Maurer; grand-
children, Jon and Kim Ayers; 
and his brothers and sisters-
in-law, Bob (Roberta) Miller 
and Dave (Ellen) Miller.

Duke will be remembered 
for his tireless work ethic—
passed down through gen-
erations—his love of the 
land, and the meaningful 
friendships he shared with 
so many.

A memorial service was 
held at EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
315 E. Main St., Mount 
Horeb, at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, August 4, 2025, 
with David Kiel presid-
ing.    Visitation was held 
at GUNDERSON CAMA-
CHO MOUNT HOREB 
FUNERAL AND CREMA-
TION CARE, 500 N. Eighth 
St., Mount Horeb, from 3 
p.m. until 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
August 3, 2025, and also 
at the church from 10 a.m. 
until the time of the service 
on Monday. A private family 
burial will be at East Blue 
Mounds Cemetery.

Online condolences may 
be made at www.gunder-
sonfh.com.

Gunderson Camacho 
Mount Horeb

Funeral & Cremation Care
500 N. Eighth St.
(608) 437-5077

Letter to the Editor
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Mount Horeb is not lo-
cated on a mountain, of 
course, but rather an im-
pressive ridge. If you were 
to draw a line from west 
of Blue Mounds to east of 
Verona, you might note 
that all streams north of 
the line, run north. The 
same goes for those to the 
south of that line. The el-
evation of Mount Horeb is 
1243’ above sea level and, 
to the west, Blue Mound is 
1276,’ while Mount Vernon 
to the southeast is 925’ and 
Spring Green to the north-
west is 725.’ One reason 
for this higher ridgeline, or 
“ridgeway,” is that parts are 
capped by the same resis-
tant Niagara dolomite that 
runs in an arching loop all 
the way to Buffalo, New 
York, where the famous falls 
tumbles over it. Our ridge, 
once locally called “The 
Ledge,” has a gentle slope 
tending north and south, 
leaving villages like Mount 
Horeb with nice vistas and 
frequent winds. One of the 
more popular local attrac-
tions is the east and west 

wooden viewing “twin” 
towers at Blue Mound State 
Park where these wonderful 
views truly manifest. One 
can learn quite a lot about 
the area geology from the 
tops of those towers.

The highest, smoothest 
part of the “ridgeway” was 
originally used by Native 
Americans as a major trail. 
Later, it became the Military 
Ridge, constructed in the 
1830s and eventually used 
to move troops from Camp 
Randall in Madison to the 
Mississippi, for movement 
to southern battlefields in 
the Civil War. In 1877, the 
Chicago and Northwestern 
Railway Company con-
structed a 60-mile line from 
Madison to Lancaster which 
ran through the center of the 
village. 

As mentioned above, the 
taller structures in the area 
expand on the viewshed, 
and water towers were no 
exception. Mount Horeb’s 
first water tower was built in 
1908, a hundred or so yards 
north of the ridge, providing 
its own clandestine view-
ing location to a few dar-
ing local kids. The second 

tower, rounded and resistant 
to any climbing, was erected 
in 1967, within 20 yards of 
the old, with an additional 
300,000-gallon capacity to 
meet the growing needs of 
the village; another set of 
twin towers, at least tempo-
rarily. 

In the 1960s, influenced 
by the likes of Arbus and 
Adams, my friend Bill and 
I saved our pennies and 
eventually each purchased 
Voigtlander 35mm cameras. 
Preferring black and white 
film, we photographed peo-
ple and scenes around town 
in what we thought were 
cool, arty angles. Here might 
be the only image of the old 
and new water towers on 
the top of North 2nd Street, 
standing in temporary juxta-
position. The stately, older 
1908 tower had become a 
rusted, leaking hulk by 1960 
and was soon dismantled. 

Many of our friends 
climbed this tower one and 
lived to talk about it, myself 
included. Oddly, as seen in 
the accompanying photos, 
the steps to the top were 
completely unguarded, open 
to anyone foolish enough to 

risk the journey. Many did, 
all of them kids. Even so, we 
knew the danger; while we 
probably didn’t fully com-
prehend the finality of death, 
we understood it was possi-
ble. Note that the first barrier 
was 3 electrical wires, live 
and buzzing, connected near 
the steps (running down to 
the pump below). Once the 
climbers were mere inches 
past that challenge, it was 
free sailing to the top, albeit 
the concern over slippery, 
rusted prongs, the wind, and 
of course your self-induced 
vertigo. I never crawled up 
alone but, rather, with one 
or two friends, and I recall 
being hunched with them 
on the narrow, rectangular 
walkway to the water tank, 
sitting in silence, taking in 
the amazing “escarpment” 
views, letting the wind whip 
through us; a truly bonding 
experience. 

While my parents might 
have trembled at the thought 
of their kid climbing the 
old water tower, somehow 
I think doing so taught me 
and other teens much about 
life and death, giving me an 
opportunity to comprehend 
the magnitude of my deci-
sion making. While climb-
ing made you feel fully 
alive, you also understood 
the hazard of falling. The 
experience was both thrill-
ing and dangerous. 

Individual risk-taking 
involves a complex set of 
traits, including genetic and 
environmental factors as 
well as parenting and per-

sonal experiences. Research 
shows that genes are associ-
ated with overall risk toler-
ance and that all mammals 
take risks. For example, 
a primatologist colleague 
explained once that chim-
panzee troops have a few 
individuals more prone to 
risk; these are the ones that 
are willing to go to the end 
of the tree branches (danger) 
to gather and test seeds for 
possible toxicity (even more 
danger). If the chimp gets 
sick or dizzy and falls, the 
troop will not follow or eat 
those seeds. 

Then there is learning. 
While memory fades, I dis-
tinctively remember asking 
myself while climbing the 
tower, why I was being so 
risky, but there I was the 

next week, doing it again! 
Perhaps this inanimate ob-
ject, this tower, was teach-
ing me to weigh positives 
and negatives, joys and dan-
gers, influencing me lifelong 
on how to perceive and react 
to risk.

Was my tower climbing 
shaping personality? I think 
perhaps. In hindsight, maybe 
the experience was teaching 
me something my parents 
never could. Throughout my 
life, I took risks, both per-
sonal and professional, but 
I generally leaned towards 
the side of caution and it 
served me well. Where did I 
learn my strategies for life? 
Maybe, in part, right there 
on those tower steps. 

Dodgeville
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Village Vignettes

Mount Horeb’s water towers provided more than hydration; they offered life lessons, 
too. 

Twin tower teachings

By Laurence Kruckman
Village Vignettes
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Three’s company for MH-B star trio
Hendrickson, 
Anderson and 
Wilson make 
college choices

by DENNIS SEMRAU
Sports Reporter

It’s been a wild ride for 
quarterback Brooks Hen-
drickson, tight end Hayden 
Anderson and linebacker/
running back Jack Wilson 
the past three seasons.

Representing powerhouse 
Mount Horeb/Barneveld — 
a football program that has 
won four straight Badger 
Small Conference cham-
pionships — that trio has 
dreamed of capturing a gold 
ball at Camp Randall Sta-
dium.

So, when that talented 
threesome all made their 
college choices this spring 
and summer, they could fi-
nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief and focus on 
the task at hand.

Hendrickson was the first 
to announce his commit-
ment when he selected the 
University of North Dakota, 
a Division I Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision pro-
gram, in March,

“We all talked between 
each other when our com

continued on page 14

TREMENDUS TRIO
Mount Horeb-Barneveld football standouts (from left) Jack Wilson, Brooks Hendrickson and Hayden Anderson all recently made their college choices. Photo 

submitted

  SUMMER
   OF JOSH
Manchester enjoys big summer, 
picks up scholarship offers

How’s the shoulder?
For months, that’s what 

many in the basketball 
world — and around Mount 
Horeb — asked Vikings’ star 
guard Josh Manchester.

Manchester, a senior-to-
be and already the leading 
scorer in school history, 
suffered a separated right 
shoulder during Mount 
Horeb’s regional final win 
over McFarland on March 8. 
Manchester then missed the 
Vikings’ two sectional con-
tests — a win over Monona 
Grove in the semifinals 
and a loss to eventual state 
champion Wauwatosa West 
in the finals.

Now, here’s the good 

news: Manchester’s shoul-
der appears fully healed. He 
didn’t require surgery and 
the injury healed after exten-
sive physical therapy.

A healthy Manchester 
then enjoyed a tremendous 
summer on the AAU circuit 
playing for Team, Herro. 
Manchester turned many 
heads, and in the last month, 
has received NCAA Divi-
sion 1 scholarship offers 
from Northern Illinois, East 
Tennessee State and UW-
Green Bay.

“The shoulder has been 
great,” Manchester said Sat-
urday. “I did PT for a month 
or two and haven’t had a 
problem with it since. I just 
had to strengthen it, and 
once I did that, I had a really 

continued on page 13

by ROB REISCHEL
Sports Editor

Mount Horeb senior-to-be Josh Manchester has received NCAA Division 1 scholarship offers from Northern Illinois, East Ten-
nessee State and UW-Green Bay. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld
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RELIABLE SERVICE SHOULDN’T COST MORE.

Pay less with local utilities. Homes 

and businesses powered by not-for-

profit, locally owned utilities, pay on 

average nearly 15 percent less than 

those powered by investor-owned 

utilities. We’re here to help you 

manage your energy costs — while 

also managing ours. Innovative 

system upgrades, reduced operational 

costs and long-term planning, all come 

back to you as savings that stay in 

our community delivering low-cost, 

reliable electricity you can count on. 

AFFORDABLE 
POWER 
RIGHT HERE  
AT HOME

mounthorebutilities.com  •  (608) 437-3084
At Mount Horeb Utilities, we join forces with other local, not-for-profitUt

utilities through WPPI Energy to share resources and lower costs.

Mount Horeb senior-to-be Josh Manchester had a terrific summer playing AAU basketball 
for Team Herro. Photo courtesy of Mary Langenfeld

good summer.”
Boy, did he ever.
Team Herro is one of 

the top AAU programs 
around. And Manchester 
played with standouts such 
as Vaughn Karvala, the top 
ranked player in Wisconsin 
in the Class of 2026; Iowa 
State recruit and West Allis 
Central star Yusef Gray; 
Syracuse recruit Tiefing Di-
awara; and Slinger’s Joey 
Kohnen, the top ranked in-
state player in the Class of 
2028.

That team practiced in the 
Milwaukee-area multiple 
times a week, and Manches-
ter spent many nights in ho-
tels and much of his summer 
with his teammates.

“Those guys were awe-
some and they’ll always be 
some of my best friends,” 
Manchester said of the Team 
Herro group. “We pretty 
much lived together from 
April to July. It was a blast.”

While Team Herro was 
loaded with talent, Man-
chester was among their 
top players all summer. 
Manchester had multiple 
40-point scoring games and 
ranked among the most ef-
ficient scorers on the Nike 
EYBL circuit this summer.

“I was limited in April 
and obviously the first cou-
ple tournaments I played,” 
Manchester said. “But in 
the second session, I really 
started to break out. That’s 
when the interest started.”

Northern Illinois was the 
first to offer, doing so shortly 
before the prestigious EYBL 
Nike Peach Jam in mid-July. 
Manchester then played ex-
tremely well at the Peach 
Jam and picked up offers 
from East Tennessee State 
and UW-Green Bay.

“Northern was the first to 
offer, so yeah, that means 
something,” Manchester 
said. “One of the assistants 
at East Tennessee State 
(Corey Dixon) did so much 
research on my game and 
put together videos of where 
I can play, which I really 
liked.

“And Green Bay watched 
me a lot in the Peach Jam 

and then they offered. So it’s 
been great.”

Manchester said that 
while he was always confi-
dent Division 1 offers would 
come, it was a relief when 
they finally did.

“I wasn’t worried at all,” 
Manchester said. “Since the 
spring, I’ve had coaches tex-
ting me every day saying I 
should be patient and that 
they know I can play at that 
level.

“Still, it was good to get 
those offers. I definitely felt 
a relief, but it really made 
me keep working.”

The NCAA just entered 
what’s called a “dead pe-
riod” — where college 
coaches cannot have any 
in-person contact with pro-
spective student-athletes 
(recruits) or their families, 
either on or off campus. The 
dead period runs through 
August.

When that period ends, 
though, many believe Man-
chester will receive offers 
from several high majors.

If that happens, Manches-
ter knows he’ll have a tough 
decision. He could likely 
play right away at a mid-
major college, but might 
have to sit and wait at a big-
ger school.

“There are so many posi-
tives with both,” Manches-
ter said. “With NIL and the 
whole transfer portal now, 
college basketball is crazy. 
I’d rather not transfer down 
the road, so I’ll take my vis-
its and I know there will be 
a lot to consider.”

Manchester said he’s like 
to make a decision before 
the Vikings begin their sea-
son in November. That’s 
because Manchester knows 
it could be a special season 
and he’d love having his fu-
ture plans set.

Manchester is coming 
off a season where he was 
named first-team all-state 
in Division 2 after averag-
ing a whopping 30.8 points 
per game, the highest single 
season average in school 
history. Manchester’s 801 
points last year also set a 
new school-record for most 
points in a single season. 

Manchester had 13 games 
with more than 30 points 

last season, highlighted by 
a 43-point effort the first 
time Mount Horeb faced 
Stoughton. Manchester also 
knocked down a school-
record 100 3-point shots in 
2024-‘25 and shot a sizzling 
51.2% from the field. 

In addition, he made 
81.6% of his free throws, 
led Mount Horeb in assists 
(3.1), steals (4.0), deflec-
tions (4.2) and averaged 4.3 
rebounds per game. Mount 
Horeb also outscored its 
foes by a remarkable 454 
points with Manchester on 
the floor.

“What can I say about 
him? He does so much for 
this team,” Mount Horeb 
coach Todd Nesheim said of 
Manchester. “He will land 
on the following historical 
lists — rebounds, assists, 
steals, scoring, 3-point per-
centage, and free throw per-
centage. That’s both ends of 
the court.  

“Plus he’s a 3.9 GPA. 
Whichever college gets him 
is getting a complete player 
and person.” 

Manchester has already 
scored 1,931 career points. 
And if Manchester matched 
his junior year scoring out-
put (30.8) as a senior — and 
the Vikings reached the state 
championship game — he’d 
move into third place on the 
state’s all-time scoring list 
with 2,855 career points.

This summer has con-
vinced Manchester he’ll be 
back and better than ever in 
2025-’26. And he believes 
his Vikings should be poised 
for another big season.

“I think we’re going to 
be really, really good,” said 
Manchester, whose team 
went 25-3 last year and 
won the Badger Small Con-
ference with a 14-0 mark. 
“We’ve got a lot of guys 
that will be ready to surprise 
some people. It’s going to be 
a lot of fun.”

Especially knowing Man-
chester is fully healthy once 
again.

“I try not to dwell on last 
year and missing sectionals 
too much,” Manchester said. 
“But it definitely left a bad 
taste in my mouth. We’ll all 
be excited for the season.”

JOSH
continued from page 12
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FENCING FENCING
Steel Roofing & Siding 

38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!
New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn 

Full 1” thick 1”X12” White Pine 
Also 1”x8”, 1”x12” Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *  
2x8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets 

1”x6” - 6ft long 
$3.89each

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street • Palmyra

www.palsteel.com262-495-4453

Wood Fence Panels • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels 

Dog Ear Tops 6x8  
$48each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber 
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1”x6” -16’ 
Pine • Treated Pine • Treated Poplar • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS * 
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock! 

* Landscape Timber • 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 * 
 3/4” thick

EFFECTIVE ON ALL LEGAL NOTICES 
PUBLISHED IN THESE PUBLICATIONS:

New LEGAL NOTICE 
DEADLINES

ADAMS FRIENDSHIP TIMES-REPORTER:
Noon Wednesday, the week prior to publication

POST MESSENGER RECORDER:
11 am Thursday, the week prior to publication

INDEPENDENT STAR NEWS:
Formerly Reedsburg Independent, Star News, Home News
Noon Thursday, the week prior to publication

MOUNT HOREB MAIL:
1 pm Thursday, the week prior to publication

TIMES-TRIBUNE:
Now covering Middleton, Cross Plains, Black Earth & Mazomanie

2 pm Thursday, the week prior to publication
MARQUETTE COUNTY TRIBUNE:

10 am Friday, the week prior to publication

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR NOTICES TO: 
legals@fingerpub.com

Do not email them to our editors or sales reps.

Thank you in advance for getting your notices
to us in a timely manner. 

NOTE: Legal notices submitted after deadline will be 
scheduled for the next available publication date.

EARLY DEADLINES will apply for postal holiday weeks. 
Watch for updates.

Mount Horeb-Barneveld standout quarterback Brooks Hendrickson will play collegiately at North Dakota. Photos submitted

mitment time would be,” 
Hendrickson said. “When I 
committed so early that kind 
of made Jack commit a little 
earlier than he wanted to. 
But he knew (North Dakota 
State University) was the 
right decision.

“But for sure that takes 
it off our plate, and we can 
focus and not worry about 
playing for no one but our-
selves and our team.”

Wilson agreed that select-
ing the North Dakota State 
University Bison, a Divi-
sion I Football Champion-
ship Subdivision program, 
has enabled him to focus on 
his priority of leading the 
Vikings to a state football 
championship, which would 
be the first in program his-
tory. 

“It was very relieving 
for me. I personally did not 
enjoy the recruiting process 
much,” Wilson said. “It was 
very stressful for me, es-
pecially not knowing what 
teams were truly interested 
in me and not just giv-
ing that coach talk, saying 
things they say to every kid.

“There were a lot of highs 
and lows, and it was just 
a very stressful time. Just 
being able to be committed 
and being done with that 
process and having a spot I 
could call home was great. It 
took a lot of weight off my 
back. It lets me play a little 
freer this year, and lets me 
be myself on the field, not 
having anything to worry 
about and having to perform 
in front of coaches. I can be 
the best player I can for my-
self and my team.”

Anderson committed to 
Division 1 St. Thomas in 
June and had offers from 
Minnesota State, Southwest 
Minnesota and Northwest-
ern.

“It’s nice to get the pres-
sure off that if I don’t com-
mit, then someone else is 
going to take my spot or if I 
want to wait and see if a bet-
ter offer comes,” Anderson 
said. “But I feel a sense of 
relief. I can just worry about 
our senior season now and 
just going far in the playoffs 
and hopefully making it to 
Camp Randall.”

Hendrickson 
will enroll early
Hendrickson had an out-

standing junior season as a 
pitcher for the Mount Horeb 
baseball team, but playing 
college football has been a 

long-time goal.
As a junior, the lefty sig-

nal-caller completed 60% 
of his passes and threw for 
2,249 yards and 26 touch-
downs, compiling a 107.8 
passer rating.

Hendrickson said that the 
staff at North Dakota upped 
their interest in him in Janu-
ary.

“That’s when they re-
ally started talking to me. A 
couple of weeks leading up 
to it, they started getting to 
know me real well,” he said. 
“Then Feb. 1, they offered 
me when I went on a junior 
day there. I committed in 
March, right before spring 
break.”

That early decision also 
played a role in Hendrickson 
deciding to graduate early 
and early enroll in January. 

“I’ve had a lot of ad-
vanced courses and had a lot 
of my credits done,” he said. 
“I just had the eight credits I 
have to take in the fall. My 
senior year is actually going 
to be lighter than my fresh-
man year was.”

Hendrickson said his fa-
ther, Marty, broached the 
subject first. 

“I started thinking about 
it a lot more,” Brooks Hen-
drickson said. “I just wanted 
to get on campus and get to 
know everybody and get ac-
climated to college life. 

“At first, it wasn’t really 
something I was thinking a 
whole lot about. I was still 
thinking about playing base-
ball. But as the time went 
on, it was something I really 
wanted to do.”

Once North Dakota 
showed more interest in 
him, it didn’t take Hendrick-
son long to put the Bison at 
the top of his list.

“I felt it was more per-
sonal when they messaged 
me and not something they 
sent out to a ton of people,” 
he said. “I had that personal 
connection months before 
I stepped on campus. I felt 
other schools weren’t as per-
sonal.”

But Hendrickson also did 
his due diligence.

“I was weighing my op-
tions and know where I was 
at in terms of where other 
quarterbacks were com-
mitting,” he said. “I had a 
couple of MAC schools on 
me, but when I went and vis-
ited UND, I felt like I didn’t 
want to go anywhere else.”

Hendrickson said he also 
received some advice from 
Sun Prairie East graduate 
Jerry Kaminski.

“When I went on my of-
ficial visit in June, he was 

my guide through the whole 
thing,” Hendrickson said 
of Kaminski, a sophomore 
quarterback for the Bison. 
“He gave me a lot of advice. 
It’s been pretty cool to have 
a guy like that.

“He said don’t overwhelm 
yourself right away. We 
talked about the playbook 
and how deep it is. You just 
have to know that it is pretty 
easy to learn and not to get 
overwhelmed by school and 
stuff right away. You’ve just 
got to relax and things tend 
to work themselves out.”

MH-B head coach Bret 
St. Arnauld said it has been 
a pleasure watching Hen-
drickson develop into an 
elite quarterback.

“Last year he really 

started to come into his 
own,” St. Arnauld said of 
Hendrickson. “He was able 
to put the ball in spots where 
kids just can’t go. He can 
chuck it a country mile. The 
thing he had to work on was 
not being afraid to run.”

Hendrickson said he 
consulted with his uncle, 
Marcus Hendrickson, the 
Director of Player Personnel 
for the University of Minne-
sota football team, on how 
to improve his game for this 
season and beyond.  

“His uncle looked at his 
film and told him some 
things he needs to work on,” 
St. Arnauld said. “He took it 
to heart. That’s what great 
athletes do, they take it to 

continued from page 12

continued from page 15
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TOWN OF PERRY
TOWN BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA
Perry Town Hall, 10084 

County Highway A
Tuesday, August 12, 2025

Teleconference 425-585-6272       
access - 394-722-206 #

7:30 PM
1. Call to order.  Pledge of 
Allegiance.
2. Announcements.
3. Comments by Town resi-
dents – non-agenda items.
4. Community meeting with 
elected representatives 
update.
5. Land Use: Martin Witt, 
9647 Overland Rd., deed 
restrictions
6. Roads, Equipment, 
Facilities – .

a. Sale of Western Star 
truck update. 
b. Town Hall security main-
tenance and monitoring 
agreement. 
c. Town Hall renovations 
recommendations. 
d. Town timeclock, security 
cameras.
e. Dane Co. Bridge Aid 
program update.
f. Discontinuance of Part of 
Moen Road resolution. 

7. Recycling Center.  Pellitteri 
Waste Systems – 3-yr. con-
tract renewal. 
8. Treasurer’s Report. Lake 
Ridge Bank account update. 
9. Friends of the Parks of 
Perry report. 
10. Parks and Open Space 
Committee – 

a. WI DNR grant applica-
tion update. 
b. Hauge Historic District 
Park joint easement agree-
ment update. 

11. Dane Co. Towns 
Association and Wisconsin 
Towns Association discus-
sions.
12. Farm Bureau member-
ship renewal. 
13. Minutes of Previous 
Meetings – July 8, 2025.
14. Clerk’s report. Succession 
planning. 
15. Pay Bills due.  
16. Closed Session. Dane 
Co. Circuit Court case 
15CV0065 DSG; Hauge 
Historic District Park ease-
ment negotiations: convene a 
closed session under WI § 
19.85(1)(g) to confer with 
legal counsel concerning 
strategy and WI §19.85(1)(b) 
and (c) personnel. 
17. Adjournment.

Action might be taken on 
any agenda item shown 
above.  Public comment 
might be invited on any agen-
da item presented.   

Mary L. Price
Town Clerk

www.perry-wi.gov
Posted and published: 

August 7, 2025 – Town Hall, 
Town Garage, Daleyville Sign 
Post, Town website, and Mt. 
Horeb Mail
Publish: 8/7/25   WNAXLP 

MISCELLANEOUS
Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as 
the largest carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-518-2155
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-425-2108 today!

Mount Horeb-Barneveld star linebacker/running back Jack 
Wilson will play collegiately at North Dakota State University. 
Photos submitted

Bison.
“They’ve been recruiting 

me for a while. I attended a 
lot of junior days and a game 
day or two,” he said. “This 
spring is when it really took 
off. They started contacting 
me a ton, calling me, and I 
went up for spring practice 
and that’s where they of-
fered me in the middle of 
April.”

Wilson said after consult-
ing with his parents and 
doing his due diligence, he 
opted to commit to NDSU 
the following week.

“I felt it was the right 
place for me,” he said. “I 
loved the culture, the en-
vironment, the coaches. I 
really had no doubts in my 
mind that was where I be-
longed.

“Both of my parents were 
with me on the recruiting 
trip. They love it, too, and 
the people there and the lo-

cation.”
Wilson said Eastern 

Michigan and Toledo had 
been his top two schools be-
fore NDSU got involved.

“After being at NDSU and 
seeing the environment first-
hand, both of those places 
took a back seat to NDSU,” 
Wilson said. “After I got the 
offer, there wasn’t a doubt in 
my mind.”

Like Anderson and Hen-
drickson, Wilson was 
grateful for his parents and 
coaches. who helped him 
navigate the recruiting pro-
cess.

“I owe them all so much 
credit for this,” he said. 
“The world of recruiting has 
gotten so confusing. Leav-
ing it up to a high school stu-
dent is tricky. I owe so many 
props to those people.”

Wilson also consulted for-
mer teammate Chris Kiel, 

heart and they grow. He’s a 
special talent, who we have 
to go against in practice. 
That makes our defense bet-
ter, going against an elite 
quarterback.

“He put on 20-25 pounds 
of muscle. He’s gotten 
faster. He had the highest 
growth in his 40 (yard) time 
in one year. He ran a 5.1, 
5-flat last year. He just ran a 
4.7 the other day.” 

Anderson, Wilson
take different paths
Anderson and Wilson, 

who are also multi-sport 
athletes, decided not to en-
roll early at their respective 
colleges.

Anderson is a big, physi-
cally imposing tight end. 
He caught 30 passes for 187 
yards and two touchdowns 
as a junior and earned all-
Badger Small Conference 
honorable mention honors. 

A versatile athlete, An-
derson is also a three-time 
letterwinner and a return-
ing starting center in bas-
ketball. Anderson has also 
maintained a 3.7 grade-
point-average and is a three-
time Wisconsin Basketball 
Coaches Association All-
State Academic selection.  

The Vikings won the Bad-
ger Small Conference title 
and advanced to a WIAA 
Division 2 sectional final 
last winter. 

Anderson is also a three-
time letter-winner in base-
ball as a pitcher and corner 
infielder.

He said it was a no-brainer 
to finish his high school ca-
reer and play both basketball 
and baseball.

“I’m going to stay and 
play basketball and base-
ball,” he said. “We’ve had 
great seasons over the 
last few years. I love the 
coaches, so I want to con-
tinue to play.

“There was never any 
pressure to early enroll. Not 
at all, (St. Thomas) didn’t 
even mention it.” 

Anderson said one of the 
joys of competing the past 
three years in high school 
was how successful his in-
coming senior class has 
been.

“My class hasn’t lost a 
conference title in football,” 
he said. “We’re going for 
the five-peat for our pro-
gram. We don’t want to give 
that up. We want to focus on 
the gold ball, too. We want 
to make it to state and win 
state. We’ve never been able 
to do it. We want to do it this 
year.”

Anderson said his final de-
cision on selecting a school 
came down to Indiana State 
and St. Thomas. 

“Indiana State offered me 
a full ride scholarship, but 
I would have to go down 
and visit the campus before 
I could commit,” he said. 
“But I had already seen St. 

Thomas and the coaching 
staff and fallen in love with 
the school. So, I wanted to 
commit to St. Thomas. That 
was pretty much my No. 1 
all along.”

Anderson said Hudson 
Cleary, a sophomore offen-
sive lineman from Middle-
ton, also played a role in his 
commitment to St. Thomas.

“Hudson just loves it up 
there, which was a great 
thing to hear for me,” An-
derson said. “He said he 
loves it and has the experi-
ence first-hand and what the 
coaches are like.” 

Anderson said his com-
mitment to St. Thomas fell 
into place after he attended a 
camp there in late June.

“I really liked the coach-
ing staff, the facilities, the 
culture, the location, you’re 
in downtown Minneapolis,” 
he said. “Their campus is 
beautiful. I just really en-
joyed it. I was super excited.

“Wisconsin came in over 
the winter. Northwestern 
came to school over the win-
ter. I visited UNI and went 
to six other camps. Linden-
wood had some interest, but 
St. Thomas, I felt they gave 
me the most interest and 
wanted me the most.”

St. Arnauld said St. 
Thomas is getting an elite 
athlete in Anderson.

“You’ve got a guy who 
can stretch the field with his 
height. He is able to stretch 
the field with his legs now,” 
St. Arnauld said. “His run-
blocking is what he has been 
known for. Now he adds 
the receiving piece, and his 
route running has drastically 
improved. He is going to be 
an absolute threat.

“He can move in space a 
lot better than he has in the 
past. There is a reason why 
he has gotten looks from D1 
schools and why he commit-
ted to St. Thomas. They are 

very high on him because 
of his athleticism. He’s just 
a stud. I’m thankful I don’t 
have to go against him in 
a game. But in practice, he 
makes us better. Iron sharp-
ens iron.”

Unique approach
Wilson had a breakout 

season a year ago, recording 
102 tackles with 18 tackles 
for loss and 4.5 sacks to earn 
first team all-conference 
honors. 

He was also the go-to guy 
when the Vikings attempted 
two-point conversions after 
touchdowns.

Wilson said there wasn’t 
any pressure on him to early 
enroll, in fact, it was quite 
the opposite.

“The head coach advised 
against it,” Wilson said. “He 
said I was welcome to, but 
he said he thinks the players 
should finish out high school 
and play their spring sports 
and go to prom.”

Wilson set the school re-
cord in the discus last spring 
for the Vikings’ track and 
field team and missed out on 
advancing to state by eight 
inches.

So while making it to state 
in track and field for the first 
time will be a goal, it wasn’t 
the only reason to finish the 
year at Mount Horeb.  

“It’s tough for some guys 
who early enroll and are 
thrown in with the guys who 
have been there and don’t 
have that freshman group 
to adapt with,” Wilson said. 
“In the summer, the fresh-
men do their lifts away from 
the rest of the team to ease 
their way into the system. 
If you early enroll, you are 
thrown into the deep end a 
little bit.”

Wilson said NDSU 
showed early interest in him 
which made a difference in 
his decision to select the continued on page 16
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS: 

NOON THURSDAY
the week prior to publication.
For rates and deadline information for 
multiple paper insertion, please call 
(608) 767-3655 or email:
classifieds@fingerpub.com

Rate: $13.00 for up to 
10 words, additional words are 

30¢ each. Ads must be paid in 
advance by credit card by calling

608-767-3655; or at our central
office in Black Earth – 

Finger Publishing, Inc.,
1126 Mills St., Black Earth

800 Compassion Way, Dodgeville, WI 53533 • 608.930.8000

Healthcare Employment Opportunities
Become a part of a growing and dynamic health 

care organization that was just named a TOP 100 
Critical Access Hospital! We have a wonderful variety 
of employment opportunities available including:
• Behavioral Health 

Therapist
• Certified Nursing 

Assistant/Unit Clerk
• CNRA
• Imaging Technologist 

(p.m./nights)
• Environmental 

Services
• Human Resources 

Generalist 

To learn more about these and other great job opportunities, 
go to our website at: www.uplandhillshealth.org

• Imaging Tech  
(day-Mt.Horeb Clinic)

• Respiratory Therapist 
(Platteville DME)

• Respiratory Therapy 
Assistant (DME)

• Palliative Care-APNP & RN
• Clinic CMA or LPN
• Clinic Triage RN
• Clinic RN Specialty Clinics
• Dietitian – CDCES
• Social Worker (BSW)
• Urgent Care Tech  

(EMT Advanced)
• Registered Nurses (ED, 

Home Health, SNF, Float)
• Occupational Therapist 

(Home Health)
• Physical Therapist

MOUNT HOREB AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING 

AND BUDGET HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to qualified electors of the Mount 

Horeb Area School District that the Annual Meeting and Budget 
Hearing of said district for the transaction of business will be held 
at the Mount Horeb Intermediate Center Cafeteria, 200 Hanneman 
Boulevard, Mount Horeb, Wisconsin 53572, at 6:00 p.m., on 
Monday, August 11, 2025. Dated this 14th day of July 2025.

Leah Lipska
Board of Education

Mount Horeb Area School District Mount Horeb, WI 53572

Publish: 7/31/25, 8/7/25   WNAXLP

HOME HEALTHCARE PRO-
VIDER WANTED- weekend
mornings available. House-
keeping/personal care. Good
Pay. Cross Plains area. Call for
details. 608-798-4946

HUGE SALE Thursday &
Friday, August 7-8, 8am-6pm.
Antiques, handbags- Coach,
Michael Kor and many other
brands, (cheap), lots of
galvanized home decor,
Christmas new items, New
Columbia Jackets, wedding
decor- check it out had a
beautiful fall wedding,
everything you need,
everything is priced to go.
10935 Cave of the Mounds Rd,
Blue Mounds.

VILLAGE OF MOUNT HOREB
PUBLIC HEARING

August 27, 2025

The Plan Commission of the Village of Mount Horeb will hold a 
public hearing on the above date at 7:00pm in the Board Room of 
the Municipal Building, 138 E Main Street, Mount Horeb, WI.  The 
purpose of the hearing is to consider an application from Kelly 
Tichenor to rezone 208 Meadow View Rd, parcel 0606-141-0143-
4, further described as Pleasant Meadows Lot 13, from R-1 
Single family Residential to R-2 Two Family Residential.

The Village Board, by its Plan Commission, will hear all persons 
concerning all matters and/or objections written or verbal at that 
time.

Publish: 8/7/25, 8/14/25   WNAXLP

FOR SALE Boston Terrier
$650, ShihTzu mix $500, Yorkie
Poo $500, Shots, dewormed,
Health guaranteed. 608-477-
5489

ADVERTISING SALES
POSITION

Finger Publishing, Inc. is looking for a sales representative 
to cover the Sauk City/Prairie du Sac/Spring Green area. 
Duties include weekly sales calls, ad design assistance, 
tracking and proofing of advertising. Newspaper sales

experience preferred. Must have reliable transportation. 
Basic office computer skills needed.

Must be a self-starter and able to work independently.
Please email resumé to: tfinger@fingerpub.com

Or mail to: Tom Finger, Finger Publishing, Inc.
1126 Mills Street, P.O. Box 286, Black Earth, WI 53515

c/o Advertising Sales position

ARBORIST / CREWPERSON
The Village of Mount Horeb is hiring a full-time Arborist / Crewperson. This 
position is responsible for tree care, park and facility maintenance, snow 
removal, and operating heavy equipment. Must be comfortable working 
outdoors in all conditions and performing physical tasks.

Requirements: Valid Wisconsin CDL with air brake endorsement. Arborist

Certification Preferred  Starting wage: $28.00/hr, DOQ

For more information, contact Jeff Gorman at  
608-437-3351 or jeff.gorman@mounthorebwi.info.

Apply online: www.mounthorebwi.info.
Position is open until filled

EOE

Jollie Tree
Service

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Storm Damage

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS

Free Estimates

608-206-2834
jollietree@aol.com

HELP WANTED

GARAGE/
CRAFT SALE

FOR SALE

You look 

like 

someone 

who likes 

to be in the 

know.

We like that.

Subscribe to your local 
newspaper to support the 
future of journalism and 
people like you for just 
$49 per year in state.

Call our office at
608-767-3655

who will be a freshman 
wide receiver on the NDSU 
football team this fall, dur-
ing the process.

“There was a time we 
were going through it at the 
same time,” Wilson said of 
Kiel. “We text quite a bit. I 
ask him what it’s going to 
look like for me next year. 
He’s giving me pointers and 
tips on things he’s done or 
wishes he’d done.”

St. Arnauld said Wilson, 
who will also play more at 
running back this season, 
made quite an impression 
on the Bison coaching staff.

“We knew he was going 
to be good but every single 
year he keeps improving,” 
St. Arnauld said of Wilson. 
“He’s gotten faster and more 
explosive in his cuts. He is 
just an all-around player.

“When he went up to 
North Dakota State, they 
weren’t planning on giv-
ing a scholarship to a line-
backer, but they said they 
didn’t want him to leave 

the campus without offering 
him. He basically forced his 
hand.

“When you hear that from 
a program like NDSU, that 
tells you what kind of a 
player he is.”

Best is yet to come
St. Arnauld said he is 

looking forward to Ander-
son, Hendrickson and Wil-
son reaching new heights 
this season.

“You can’t ask for three 
better dudes to lead your 
program,” St. Arnauld said. 
“There are no character is-
sues. They’re all about the 
team. They’re not concerned 
about themselves. It’s shown 
on the field for them and 
why they are getting what 
they’re getting.

“They have the physical 
gifts. They have the physical 
tools. Now, they’re putting 
it all together. I’m proud of 
where they are at and what 
they’ve accomplished. The 
best is yet to come. I love 
they are going places where 
they are wanted, and where 
they will thrive.” 

Mount Horeb-Barneveld standout tight end Hayden An-
derson committed to Division 1 St. Thomas in June. Photos 
submitted

FOOTBALL
continued from page 15
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